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There ihall be as the tbakhig of an olive tree, and as the gteaninj^ 
grapes \rhea the vintage is done. Isa. zti?. 13. 

The neur wine is found in the clustery and one taith^ Destroy it n^t, 
Ibr a blessing is in it. Isa. Ibt. 8. 
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TO THOSE HEARERS OF THE LATE 
RJ^V. WIXIPJAM HUNTINGTON, S. S.- 
WHOSE' HEARTS GOD HATH TRULY 
CIRCUMCISED. ' 

CHRISTIAN READERS, 

p 

THE gracious and undeserved providence 
of God having made choice of, and called me 
forth, to publish the Works of your late Pastor, 
which trust my conscience bears me witness I 
have faithfully executed to the utmost of my 
ability, and who has also further extended his 
goodness towards me in committing to my care 
many valuable letters of his ; ^ith lively feel- 
ings of hope and confidence I most respect- 
fully dedicate the Gleanings of the Vintage to 
you. 

To those friends whose hearts God inclined 
to favor me with letters written by your de* 
ceased Minister, to copy, I beg to express my 
airicere gratitude for that tribute of respect to 
his memory ; not only on my own account da 
I tender it, but also on behalf of the church 
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of God, to whom they will prove a peculiar 
treasure. Should this pamphlet fall into the 
hands of any friend, who may have by him any 
original letters, I humbly request the loan of 
them for a short period, that they also may be 
added to the following parts of this work. 

1 purpose, by the blessing of God, to conti- 
nue publishing' the Letters that I am now in 
possession of, and others that fall into my 
hands, that may tend to your edification, till 
the whole of them are printed, which I am 
confident will prove a most acceptable service 
to you. His last Sermon God hath enabled me 
already to give you;, an earlier one delivered 
many months ago, for the taking of which iii 
short hand I employed a professional person of 
the first practice, 1 have also by me, and shall 
appear when leisure permits. 

** He which hath begun a good work in you,'^ 
says the apostle, " will perform it until the 
day of Jesus Christ ;** and it is elsewhere ex- 
pressly declared, " That the needy shall not 
alway be forgotten, that the expectation of the 
poor bhall not perish for ever.'* 

I had intended to have giwn with this a 
brief statement of his last illness and death, 
but being so closely engaged in copying letters 
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for the press, I am obliged to defer it until 
another opportunity. 

Commending you therefore to God, and to 
the word of his grace, and waiting the fulfil* 
ment of the promises, I subscribe myself, 

An unworthy Son of, 

A Steward of the mysteries of God 

E. HUNTINGTON. 



High Street, 
August S, 1S13. 
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LETTERS 



LETTER L 

TO THE CHOSEN OF GOD AND ESPOUSED 
TO CHRIST AT MARGARET STREET 
CHAPEL* SELAH. 



HONOURED MADAM, 

XT is now between four and five years 
since I entered into your Ladyship's service, 
in the capacity of a footman. I must confess 
I have often been delighted when I walked 
before your Grace's chair to the King's palace, 
with the lamp of salvation in my hand. £ut 
more delighted to see your Ladyship content 
to make a good hearty meal of a plain dish, of 
unbegotten ajid eternal divinity— I mean God 
the Futhf r's endless love ; and as I know your 
Ladyship's constitution to b^ delicate, I hope 
at my return to bring your Ladyship a little 
savoury meat. such as your soul loveth, that 
you may bless me before I die. 

B2 
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Indeed, Madam, we live in a day when 
many servants occasion the death of their 
mistresses by secret and slow; poison, infect- 
ing the waters of life, so tkat many die of the 
waters because they are made bitter. This 
bane is wrapped up in an .infernal planet which 
some years ago fell from heaven, and now it 
is spreading its baneful influence upon the ri- 
vers, namely, the river of peace, the river of 
comfort, and the rive^; of life. It likewise falls 
into the fountains of waters, the fountains, of 
the Father's Deity, Jer, ii, 13; and into the 
glorious well of salvation, the infinite Divinity 
of Christ, John, iv. 14. The Atheist denies 
the fountain ; the Arian denies the well ; and 
ttie Antinomi^n denies the rivers. The name 
of the star is called WorniwoocU Bitterness of 
soul and eternal death is the portion of that 
iDan that receives the mixture, Rev. viii. 10,^ 
IK The Lord deliver your soul from this gall 
of bitterness. It is true, bread eaten m aecrefc 
IS pleasant, and stolen waters are sweet, even 
to those from whom heaven witholds its boun 
ty ; but the wise know the dead are there, and 
that all who attend that banquet are in the 
depths of hell, Prov. ix. 17, 18. 

I hope God will enable me to tftste every 
dish before it comes upon your Ladyship's 
table, that you may see me stagger before you 
swoon in the streets. These Gentlemen are pre- 
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ludes to a.'9fitiUiB\ ^fiMniQe^ they* m^ n^ake 
emptor the sqiU ef the hufigry, aiid cause tlie 
drink of th^ thirsty to fail, Isa^ xxKii. 6. I 
have further to tell yoyir Gracft thst I havfc 
had an opportunity of .speaking to,, andseeing 
of, your Royal Husband since 1 carpie here. He 
bath taken his stately steps to Gainsborough. 
He was clad in crimson, arid had his sword by 
his side, going forth conquering and to con- 
quer. I petitioned his most excellent M^esty 
on behalf of your Grace, and obtained leav^ 
to send you the following particulars. 

First, That you often speak to him in pri- 
vate, for it is in secriet he will give jrou his 
love. 

Secondly, He desires you Will be constantly 
at the head of the table, w;hlch is your proper 
place ; and not let your se?it be eH)pty,,nor yet 
come running in when other? h^vc half sup* 
ped. 

Thirdly, He desires you will not gad abroad 
to see the concubines of the lan.^, lest some of 
the enemies of your husband defile you; for 
he said it was she that tarried at home should 
divide the spoil. 

Fourthly, He desires you wilj always appear 
before him in your wedding garment, and with 
the ring with the white stone in it ; a littl^ 
ointment on your head, knd some of the pow- 
ders of the metxjhants in ybur hair, together 
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Mrith a little frankincense attd tnyrrh, for he 
said he was fond of odours, Song, uu6; so I 
found he Would have hiis homely dame dressed 
Queen-fashion at last J . • 

Fifthly, He bid me tell ybu not to go 'to bed 
at night and shut the door, till you havfe kind- 
ly invited him in, lest he be forcdd to ii^lk 
without till his hair is wet with dew: and'hik 
locks with the drops of the nfght; for he s^id„ 
if his love be not in the heai't,'^nd his arm' un- 
der the head, there is no beloved sleep. 

Sixthly, Hie told me h^ never slumbers nor 
sleeps; nor. is he fond of a sleepy wife ; but he 
said he had erenow been forced to speak to 
you in your sleep, because he could not find 
you so often awake as he desired. He further 
told me, htf had commanded your chamber 
door by turning on its hinges to reprove you, 
for turning sb long in your bed ; but notwith- 
standing all this, he said it was but seldom he 
could find you awake, or hear your voice before 
the tnorhing watch— you still was . guilty of 
slumber, and you know I could not contradict 
it. 

Seventhly, He told mc to inform you to set 
all your debts down to his account, because no 
receipt with a woman's hand to it, is available 
by the laws of heaven. 

Eighthly, He said he would allow you a 
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penny a day for pin inoney^ but no purse jn*> 
dq>endent of him. . . 

And Lastly, Tbut lUe had prepared a mansion 
house for you, and has . settled a jointure on 
yout which you shall surdy: possess if you 
faint not. 

And now, Dear Mistress, I faesoKh you to 
accept of these lines from the htmd of your ser- 
vant, and when it is well with you jremember 
Joseph; while I remain, . 

Your dutiful servant td command, 

W.H. 



LETTER II. 

TO MRS. H. 

« 

Gainsborough. 

Dear partner in life and in covenant love, 
grace be with thee and thy little troop. I am 
at present very well in health, J have enjoyed 
more of the powerful presence pf God than 
usual, the enjoyment of bim has been sweet to 
my soul. 

I often take a solitary walk by the river 
Trent, and muse on the wonderful scheme of 
everlasting love. My soul is more dead to the 
world than ever, all indeed is vanity and vexa- 
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tkb^f iS|)ifit,:MtJra «^ solid peace aod 

everlasting felicity. I know^ Mt ivpll;f >heaiv3eb 
dl(«lll«l MOdfy^i^ Imf Im i(P4bi)4li «n SfUeliv^cUils, 
but PbiW^, iKiobt high Ob A's<doU»gs/Hdnci vkifi 
ilA€tr.villlG»i»$' in qur>yei. li {'enty tiO' mdn^s ImfM 
piness; mine all lays in a bleeding SavJOttr^ihe 
1^1 ai&d ihdil^ b^ ibe pm^tixM of ^faiy 3K»oir in this 
hmesi' of 1»y>p%rifidag«i l ^Thci Tioby idid ;ga}r^ 
liu^- p&t¥t€^ the f^ie^^iaad ill: pasis iirie:Dn,'tbor 
road, and pass me in $iliWCt«.i ^ atH 49utb£ tl)4 
worldi and ri^t wpftby^if this worltf« notice, 
andf in4fded this world is dead to me. 

My mind is kept remarkably pure, and all 
my happiness is alone. in my God; indeed I 
think this will be the happy and undeserved 
end of my worthless soul— all glory be to the 
free and sovereign gticfe*oflf my most blessed 
Father. The very hij^HlA kft sweet to me, and 
no company like that of my God. Why I am 
so highly favoured I know not, I have done 
nothing worthy of this his notice, but he will 
be gracidus to ^whoin h^ will be griCibus. I am 
in a plac^ whefc there are many pfbfessing 
people, still t iSnd but very few who sfee what 
1 see ; 1 much fear many' in the end Will tiieet 
with the disapprobation of my Lord and Master, 
few, indeed very few, understand the good 
fight of faith, heaven is easily obtained by them; 
but the real saint must take it by force, and if 



these do iM>t 1 4^ubt tk^y, ynll cryi X^rd^ Lord, 
when it will be too kte» 

I do not etijoy my comfort aloaei. I .call you 
and th« .little ofies up with me to prayer in my 
faithi and sufely my .dttir« 16 tha^ you.aod tht 
littU c^es may be isayed«., I keep close to my 
M}kijr aild dontibune Idove-With my own hoaPU 
I Mt 0om BomrningrtiU dight in ipy Qwn.,irpomt 
djseept whca I «at 'ipy f. nieals^ or walk 1^^ ?ny 
highly faronred riv^r; the Trent Give imy 
love to Rjuth. alad )Naom|> and all^ if theycaa 
read thi9. If yofi oboofSe yoa may writ^^me a 
liae^ ilse your oi¥ii liberty in it| as I know aot 
wh^u I »blU return home; but I shall not 
write to you any more.epcMpt I hear from 
you. Fare you well^ grace be with thee and 
thine; fropi 

YoUr affectionate husband in Chris t» 

W. H. 

LiiTTER III. 

TO 

DterSir, 

I R^cEivtD yours and read it with pleasure, 
for God has been your Guardian and Banker 
as well as mine, and I must confess that the 
children of God's providence and grace are the 
greatest wonders to me in the whole creation. 
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^ It has been iiiy daily and hourly employ for 
upwards of thirty years, to watch the hand and 
haiidiworks of the Almighty in directing my 
steps, supplying my wants, fixing my * resi- 
dehce,sii|)porting my soal,instructing my mind> 
shining upon my way, and delivering me out 
of innumerable adversities. He hath caused 
His gbddiieiss daily and hourly, constantly and 
invariably to pass before me, while I have fol- 
lowed hiin believing and hoping, watching and 
waiting, weeping and wondering, trembling 
and 'rejoicing, confessing and acknowledging, 
blessing and praising; and with astonishment 
at his undeserved goodness asked him where 
he would lead me to. 

These things in our days are matters of je&t 
and ridicule, but I am at a point, yea more 
than sure, that all short of God and the fear of 
him is destruction and misery, vanity and vex- 
ation of soul. You may believe me when I say, 
despicable and despised as I am, God knows 
that I envy not the angels 6f God in heaven ; 
nor is there a human being in existence whose 
felicity I crave, whose state I covet, or with 
whom I would exchange my hope. My poor 
prayers .have already been, and shall be, that 
yon may share in this blessed portion of God 
from above, and in this blessed inheritance of 
the Almighty from on high, Job, xxxi. 2 ; far 
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suJbh shAll resf; and sUnd in their toi at Ae end 
<>fthcjdays, Dan\ IcIk 13. ^ . • 
• ' The passage you allude to in Isaiah can by 
no means be ^applicable' to you; you do not lire 
in pleasure, dWeli carel^j^ly; n)och less deal in 
sorceries and enchantments; ^ The^ contents of 
the whcile* chapter is levelled at Babylon fn 
iChaldda, sihd^^ill havie itesi final aiGComplish^ 
tnent in mystical Babylon (^Romev : biir is by 
noinews to be iinderfitdod^ of atiy individual 
person. 'Noi^idoeiJthe Ldfd^ver thrtoteupoor 
sensiMe sinners; who lo^k tohis dear Son for 
pardon anda^lctptance, Vith ^il, mischief, and 
desolations. God dearly loves all poor peni- 
tents who come to Cbristy-and declares there is 
joy in the presence of die angels of God over 
one sinner who repents— Repentance leads to 
life and salvation, not to evil and mischief. 
Make the Lord thy refuge, and no evil shall 
befall tiiee, Ps. xci. IQ.' 

Let my unknown frienld take the advice of a 
fool, Give thy^ mind to reading divine things, 
meditate on them, and with all simplicity crave 
God's help, guidance, and assistance through*a 
Redeemer— then watch the displays of his 
power, and acknowledge his care, and the 
bounties of his hand. Nothing, no nothing 
ennobles the mind, enriches the soul, or forti- 
fies the man, like a hope and trust in Gpd 
through Jesus Christ. 
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Thiit IB tJui cbat^ctQT of the best m^ i^t the 
world, He is a terror to the wicked, a patterja 
to the youth, atid a distressed sour3 counsellor; 
he is the envy of the ivtwld,- the eaemy of 
satto, the admiration, of angels, and. the darling 
df God* Paul ;Was of more value on :board the 
idaip that. he sailed; in, thaii the>wholeit4/^Q, Imst- 
dtedmariaets with ftll thdr -skill; they ; all 
worked^ - but ndnie could promise safety r .but 
Paul, though he. waft j^heilast that the ComiKianr 
der credited, Acts,! 3cxvii« 11. Hol^^ver^ Go4 
will own thiem that bonOur hin^, .^. All the crew 
are givien to Paul,:'wd not one hair, ahall fail 
from one iailor'a head, becbusd a serVatitof 
Chiasfl was on b6ard-r^n4' Jesus Christ is the 
same, yesterday, : torday^ and for eyer, Heb. 
xiii. 8. . 

I : thank my God, and under God I thahk 
yoii^ for the. ciontepts.of your's« Should you 
think proper I should be glad to see you at my 
house, where you will meet with a cordial re- 
ception, good homely fare, an honest hearty 
and a hearty welcome. 

Fnm, you, most obliged «.d 

humble servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. 
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LETTER IV. 

MRS* C* 
Dear Friend^ 

The priviledge of a child is to carry every 
complaint to its parent, there I hope to carry 
yours. Burthens, offences, cares, and perplex- 
ing entanglements, are appointed as a task for 
faith to perform, and for the energy of the Spi* 
rit of prayer to discover itself in. It is the 
husiness of faith to carry matters to God, and 
the business of prayer to try what interest faith 
has in him ; and when faith and prayer have 
tried the faithfiilness of God and preva;iled, 
then depend upon it God will try faith. Troubles 
are intended to keep grace in exercise, and the 
soul from settling upon its lees ; and the whole 
of it is sure to terminate in the honour of God, 
and our good. 

I believe God has laid upon thee a burthen 
sufficient to try thee, and in his behaviour you 
will read your former folly, and loath it, and 
yourself on the account of it ; but I have no 
doubt but you will grow under it, and find the 
Lord most precious when the outward cross 
lays the heaviest. That trouble is sure to be 
a.friend that makes us pray, and we are sure to 
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have the most profit by those troubles that iin- 
bitter earthly vanities to us. All trials are in- 
tended to drive us from the creature to God, 
and this wicked iVorld is a hell where there is 
no God to be enjoyed by the sinner. Let me 
have communion with God, and I can bear 
every thing, but when this is lost, I can take no 
pleasure in nfeither wife nor child. 

Happy, yea, eternally happy is that soul that 
has got the God of Jacob for its refuge. It is 
but to reeeive a burthen from the creature, and 
carry it to the Creator, while he displays his 
tender care and fatherly love in taking.it off. 
All is intended to carry on the sweet and hea- 
venly intercourse, and to wean the soul from 
earthly enjoyments, and endear the God of 
Israel to the soul. God is jealous of his own 
glory, and jealous of his spouse's affections ; 
this lean feel in my own soul, and 1 find a^ 
deal of tenderness toward the honour of God ; 
for I can find my soul sensibly touched if any 
body comes and gives any honour to me, after 
I have delivered a discourse with some degree 
of comfort. 

I hope God will give thee patience to bear 
what may fall to thy share, and lead thee to 
see that there is a needs be for all these things. 
We shall have no: more of them than are ap- 
pointed, in the eternal decree, and when this 
transient life is ended, we shall have something 
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to look back upon and say, 'f He hath done all 
things well ; he maketh both the deaf to hear^ 
and the dumb to speak." Oh ! how has my 
soul longed to be there. But I must wait mine 
appointed time till my change come. Dear 
Friend, adieu ! 

Tby willing servaht and affectionate Pastor, 

W.H. 



LETTER V. 

TO R. IK 

My Bear Rath, 

Plymouth Dock. 

Shoulb your money run short before I 
come home, Mr. B. will supply you with what 
you want. I am very well, and am very kind- 
ly received, but the people here are not the peo- 
ple at Providence Chapel, in power, grace, and 
knowledge. Here are thousands of heaters, 
but I seem to be a barbarian to them, though I 
come down as low as I can, and feed them with 
milk and not with meat The good Lord, my 
only and everlastingFriend, portion, and reward^ 
is my present comfort and happiness, and this 
makes mie feel myself at home in every place. 

I shall preach here three Sundays more, and 
on the Monday following set out for Padding- 
ton. I am to br^ak bread with the people here 
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to^morrcw week. Tender my love to Mr* B. 
Gtidj Sb. aiid Naomi; mAhtmy iiear Ruth 
accept the saihe froiii ^ - 

Her afFcctioliatie Father, 

p. S, My little Ubk w4 , cpuveniences for 
writing here, are nothing like my own study, 
but quite the reverse. God bless thee, and all 
friends. 
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LETTER VI. 

» • • ' 

TO THE SAME. 

• • > . . . • . . « 

I WISH to know how I^f^tb i?, .hoping by 
this tii^^ shie is so^iewhatbettj^r** - God bripg^ 
down and lifts up« h^ wounds and his hands 
stake whole. It is pf tea ^ef^n that, under th^ 
infirip^t^es .of the body j God gives health: to 
the soul i the outward mSfn, «ay^ P^aul, ^lecays^i 
whe^ the inward man is rei^wed. 

There is no sensible sinner that p^rishe^i M^ho 
is looking and longing for tbeprogiised ^alva* 
tion pf Jesus Christ* liis grand ^rr^4 in tp 
this world w^iSj, and /|tiU is, tp. ?eek 3»4 **fv^ 
the Jost I and whosoever cometh to him he will 
in no wise <;a$t th^m o^L Gpd bath elr/^^dy 
spoken unto thei^, ;^nd givea thee a bo|>p and 
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an expectation, and tliat hope and expectatbn 
will live and never die. Pray let me kno\r by a 
line how yott are, and whether you wish to sec 
me; ifyoudoi, I'Will'cdme* 

God bless 'thee. 

M^ H. S.S. 
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LETTER VII. 

•^o mm: p. 

t>car Friend, 

I cALtED a few 4ay5 ago m Wigmorc 

Street, and going, into jt^he parlour to ask how 

* • * * * - 

VQU did, I was infonned you was . moyed to 
Hanxii^ersmithfor the benefit of your health. X 
doubt not but my Friend's illness 12$ in a mea* 
sure owing to the distress of het mind. I have 
often thought )that you labquifed under some 
temptation^ some feeling sense of sin, or a 
consideration of some parts of the scripture. I 
have not a single doubt but satan keeps per- 
petually injecting something or other into your 
mind, and then tempts you to keep that secret 
for him ; this I think is the grand cause of your 
present trouble Of mfiid, which will at times 
affect the body also. You are best able to judge 
whether I have hit the right nail on the head. 

C 
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However, I have been instrumental of con- 
veying deliverance to many such, and I know 
you feel your need of deliverance also ; and 
your reservedness is a bar to keep you in your 
present strong-hold, and this conscience has 
often told you. I should be very glad to be 
of service to my Friend if she thought it worth 
her acceptance. I have had a deal of heavy 
work myself, and therefore understand some- 
thing of it. I shall be at Richmond next 
Thursday, and will call oa you in my journey 
thither, either to have a lunch with you or 
dinner, and then I shall see what sort of a 
house yoii keep in your country retirement. I 
know your residence,. I have visited the sick 
there before. Farewel, . the Lord bless thee. 
Excuse my liberty, as it proceeds from gospel 
affection, and believe me to Tbe 
Your most obedient and 

willing servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER Vni. 

TO THE SAME. 

Deaf Sister in Christ Jesus, 

I AM sorry to hear you continue so very 
ilL I did intend to have called on, you thia 
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Week if I' had gone to Ribhmond, bbt I have 
provided another in ihy rootn> having lately 
|>f cached for him. I "Wfts tteiy sorry when your 
spouse informed me ' ef yonr continual weak* 
ne^is, which it seemd i^ill increasies on you ; but 
I hop6 our blesised i^&viour will fortify your 
mind with spiritukl stpcfngtb, as bodily strength 
decays in you.. My Dear Sister knows that 
our life is in the hind of th^ Lordy dnd that the 
number 6f our months are^widi him. He some-i- 
times cuts short a work of grace, Itnd perfects 
It in righteousness^ scrthat a babe in grace dies 
an hundreld y eslrs old. ! Isa. Ixr. - SD^ 

Sometimes he bfitigs ddwti to the grave and 
lifteth up agatn, td shew his power/ aikd mak^ 
it known. Give not way to feaf. \fhe LordV 
eye is over all the poor in spirit^- and a present 
help td HI that call upon him in the time of 
trduble. If thou simply let thy request be 
made known unto him, he will grant thee the 
desire of thine heart, and if thou trust in him 
be will briiig thy wishes to pass. Thou hast a 
precious Saviour to piead, whose blood cleanses 
from all sin, and Who pdrfects oUr imperfec- 
tions ; and ad a Mediator intercedes for us, and 
sends our requests pure to the Father of all 
mercies. In him God can view a poor sinner 
with acceptance, and save him to the glory of 
his own grace; and indeed he takes. pleasure in 
all that trust in his dear Son, It is a simpW 
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looking^ id Qhmt that calqis our copsi^ieixc^y 
sweetens our untmctajjlie ^piritPi disarms ow 
souls of; fear, .and briagps us. hupibly tp ho^ 
and submit toi tiie will <^f Qod. 

I tbijik thott lookest tm -. much : w ithin tbWf 

and parjQst Upon, thy hai:4 fete^ too m^uch; yo* 

inwardly think that ncme ate tfied like youi 

you view your trlaU as fevcre judgn\ehts from 

God, and thJftk all .thqse things arei agaip^t 

you — this is making the: worst use of it, and has 

a tendency to bow us dowp. :, But if you read 

the scriptures leisurely, you .will s^e^ the enc| 

of christians trials hava been for their> profit I 

'will'CaJH on th€« ipext weejs^ibujt not to dine ; 

therefbr^ I, j^fttl i^ot l^t ih^^ know wba,t hpur 

I shall oaW oij the^. Faxewfl. , ^ . : 

Thy billing pastqrj, aud w^llnig servant . 

at qon^flsft^^d in Chn? t JesMs^ 

: >V. HUNTINGTON- 
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LETTER IX. 

» 

TO M»S. M.: 
Bear Sislei- in th« Lord, . • ;i . i . 

I HAVE been very poorly, laid aside for 
a whole week, and am still very weak and 
feeble. Many warnings come about quitting 
this clay cottage, and n^uch daubing, plaster^- 
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ingt and pew materials have been spent upon 
it ; but the plague is in the house, the lepro- 
sy is in the wails, and the sad infection has 
spread itself, and therefore it must come down. 
The priest has looked at it again and again ; it 
has been often shut up and opened again, still 
'tis unclean, yea utterly unclean^ the plague is 
in the head, Levit. xiii. 44>. 

Old Adam, the old man, the plague of the 
heart is $till within ] but the new man of grace 
shall reign to eternal life, hence Peter calls, 
gract, '^ The gra^e of life ;" and it is a truth, that 
every grace from the Lord's fulness hath eter- 
nal lifb iA it< Quickming grace gives life to. 
the dead, and brings us forth from insensibility, 
and from the sleep and cold chill ,of death. 
Hope is called a lively hope^ because it looks 
out, labours after, and expects the good things 
proftiised to hoping souls. The forgiveness^ 
of sins, according to the riches of his grace, 
removes tht sting of deathy ** Oh death wherq 
is thy sting?" Beifig justified freely by hi^ 
grace, is called justification unto life ; surely 
if God circumcise our hearts to love him, it is 
don^ that yft may live, and every body knows 
that faith is no less than 6ternal life in hand, 
for, " The just shall live by faith." 

Mary may see in all this, that I am muster- 
ing up all the evidences thftt I can, for indeed 
at present I am very cold, dry, and barren ; so 
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that cati I fetch ro comfort from his counte- 
nance, his presence, his throne, nor from his pro- 
mises but I can fetch it from some past experi- 
ences of his life-giving power; "This is my ctim- 
fort in my affliction, for thy word hath quicken- 
ed me." We have the promise of being watered 
every moment*— but what that moment means 
in the Holy Spirit's sense of the word, I know 
not My unbelief would tell me that it is not 
so done in me ; however, he knows the thoughts 
of my heart, and the desires of my soul ; he 
knows the way that I take, and when I am 
tried, I hope I shall loose some dross and some 
tiuv and if I do the gold will shine the brigh- 
ter. We have got tw6 hundred pounds for the* 
poor young man at - Brighton^ and I have no 
doubt but we shall gather enough to finish the 
chapel, by the assistance of our friends at 
Lewes. He is gone home in high spirits, but 
rather concerned for the Coalheaver. Last night 
the old disciple with whom you lodge in town, 
4bame and took a dish of tea with me. Peaf 
Mary, adieu. 

Your*s to serve, 
'' W.H. SS. 



'4 : • '^ * 
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LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

My Dear Friend, 

Having been informed that thou wast in 
the country for the benefit of thy health, J 
drop these few lines to enquire after that in- 
valuable blessing. The true causes of all real 
sickness, according to the service of the esta- 
blished church, are sins of commission and o- 
mission, * We have done those things which 
we ought not to have done, and we have left 
undone those things which we ought to have 
done, and there is no health in us.' But God's 
way of healing is but little known, and those 
methods of healing which men have devised 
are little worth. 

David's prayer to God, is, that he would 
make known the way that he has devised of 
healing sick sinners ; " That thy way may be 
known upon earth, thy saving health among all 
nations.'* This prayer was answered, this re- 
quest was granted when the following orders 
were given, nanaely, " That repentance and re- 
mission of sins, should be preached in his name 
among all nations, bfg^nning. at Jerusalem.'* 
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In the gospel, Mary, the ancient prophecy is 
fulfilled, ^' I will bring it health and cure, and 
I will cure them ; and reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth*" This abun- 
dance of peace and truth in bringing health and 
cure, is taken fVom the nailie of the Lord pro- 
claimed before Moses, ^^ Abundant in goodness 
and truth, pardoning iniquity, transgression, 
and sin/* ' Wherever pardon is proclaimed, 
there the name of the Lord is declared, as Christ 
says, *' Father, I have declared thy name unto 
the men which thou hart given me, and I wrll 
declare it," again and again* Wherever pardon 
is obtained, there the truth of God's promise is 
verified. 

Our health lays in the atoning blood <jf 
Christ; ** The blood of Christ cleansethusfrom 
all sin :*' and where this is applied by the Holy 
Spirit, there sickness is removed and health re- 
stored. This, Mary, is the glory of mounft 
Zion, and of all the citizens of that mysticcity, 
as it is written; ** And th^inhabrtints shall no 
tnore say I am sick, for the pebple that -dwell 
therein shAll be forgiven thfeir iniquity ;'* and 
this health and cure is to be attended with the 
abundance of peace. This our great Physiciati 
always proclaimed to'fetery one of his patients 
><rhere the balm of Giiead was internally z^- 
plied ; " Son, Daughter, be of gobd cheer, thy 
2*ins are given thee, Go in peace." ' Thus he 
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brmgs health smd cure, and cures us, and re* 
veals to us .the abundance of peace and truth. 
Peace with God, peace with conscience, peace 
with one another, wd peace within Ziqn's 
walls, and prosperi|;y within her palaces. In 
this city, and in the enjoy^xnent of thi^ bless^ 
ing I conclude^ with Peace be iwito thee. 

Ever thine in Christ. 

w.as,s. 



JLETTER XL 

TO THE SAME, 



To t^is Daughter Mary, withii^ grsfei mc^qr, 
find peace through our ]Lorcl Jesus Christ 

I WAf sorry to h«ar that thou had«t beea 
11!^ and tb ait thy cough was worsen I have <:;a}W 
ed every Tuesday on the Widower to knov 
how Mary did, and the last time J called wm 
inform^ thoufwast better^ A, daily <^reas is ap* 
pointed for all those, who are orda^nf^ to wear 
the crown, " If we suffer witl>, Ikvififiw^ shall 
reigp with him/' The Qto^ is u9Lteftp4ed t^ mor« 
tify and subdue theold maUi that>the new.man 
maybe uppermost; aoid the n^ew ni?ii;0ft ap* 
pear3, when the old main is thejqqst,(|ebpsed. 
' ^metinies K veliness app?a>rs, " Jn Ml these 
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things is the life of my spirits;" s6mei;ifne8 
meekness appears, sometimes deep humiliation, 
soineHmes self-abhorrence, sometimes contri- 
tioti, sometimes godly sorrow, sometimes hope 
of better days, sometimes gratitude to God, 
and Sometimes strong faith that we shall never 
be moved, Mary, observe these things, and 
thou shalt understand the loving-kindness of 
•the Lord. 

Faith exercises itself on the various attributes 
and perfections of God, and our sensations un- 
der them are various also. Faith in the law, 
and in the justice of God, brought fearfulness 
and trembling upon David. Faith in the holi- 
ness of God made Isaiah cry out, " Wo is 
tne.'* Faith in his anger and terrible ma- 
jesty, sinks us in deep waters where there is 
Up standing. Faith in the sure mercies of 
<TOd in Christ Jesus melts the soul, arid soft- 
fens the heart like wax before the flame, and 
•fill's ^t with the deepest compunction. But 
faith in the eternal love of God, displayed in 
tiie girt^f Chriiit Jesus, swallows up all— this 
^inks iis^infed' nothing, into the drop of a bucket^ 
or ^th^^ kttatt d6st of a balance. But so it is, 
f^Vfefh^vt tyelieved," says John, *• the love that 
Q6d hath to u^;' God is love** This love Is 
brought JhtO'tfte heart by the Spirit; "We re- 
ceive the ' jirdmisi of the Spirit through faith ;'* 
this faith in the love of God is the highest act 
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of faith tliat ever was acted in this worlds and 
the effect of it is most wonderful, for " He 
that loveth dwelleth in God, and God dwell 
eth in him/' • 

Oh ! stupendous grace, unparalleled conde- 
scension ; and such humiliation in the Almigh- 
ty as the heart of man could never conceive 
but by the Holy Spirit. But though he be 
high yet hath he respect unto the lowly ; he 
humbleth himself to behold the things done in 
heaven, and to dwell with the contrite upon 
the earth. These things, my dear Daughter, 
the universal profession of the present day 
knows nothing of, and yet there is no salvation 
without them ; but, " We speak that we do 
know, 9XLd testify that we have seen," and but 
few, very few, receive our witness, John, iii; 
11. Those that do receive it, set to their seal 
that God is true ; true to his word though it be 
published by a Coalheaven 

Dear Daughter, farewel ; be of good cheer; 
be of go6d romfort ; keep Christ and consci- 
ence in friendship, and the devil himself shall 
never dissolve the union. So I write^ and so 

you believe. 

Ever thine in him, ■ 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



^ ' 
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LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Dear sister in Christ Jesua^ aod beloved of God, 

Oracs ajQd peace be with thee: I wish 
tliat thou Tnayest prosper a&d be in health even 
as thy soul prospers, God has dotie great 
things for thee, be had given thee a 6olid, stable^ 
comfortable^ and. good hbpe through grace ^ 
and, * * We are »ved by hope j" which hope is 
asL anchor of the soul to keep the vessel of 
nicrcy firm to him who is Within the vail— — 
that the sto/ms of Sinai whtsn we get intd 
l^al bondage, nor the sudden assaults of sataii^ 
nor th^ gusts of error, moT th^ billows of ihbied 
corruptions, nor. the wavcft of; ungodly mefi 
may not move us, so as td sink us hi despon* 
dency, despair, nor obdurate hardness of heart. 
We may be distressed bdtiBot in.d^apair, eas^^ 
down liut not destroy ed,^ for thin aQchp^ »till 
brings the vessel 9gain to her anchorage^ 

Sure I am that our inveterate enmity is jlain^ 
and that unappeased wrath,unatoned guilt shall 
siiik us n6 mjorfe. A^ for those groundless fears 
that satan may beget, and those terrors and the 
horrid gloom which he may be suffered some- 
times to spread over our minds in the night, or 
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when we are und^r Scpiritaal de$ertioq$ ; we 
know that theie differ frqiq the piercing aem** 
tenceof a broken 1 aw, and from the galling 
bars of unbelief; therefore, " Thou shalt not 
be afraid for the terror by night : nor for the 
arrow that flieth hy day : nor for the pestilence 
that walketh in darkness : nor for the destruc- 
tion that wasteth at noon-day." 

A good hope, Mary, is . ann^iced to the re- 
ward of inheritanp^, ^^i^d this hope is a firm 
expectation of the happy enjoyment of it, and 
is as sure as the reward itself; " For venly 
(here is a reward, and thine expectation shall 
not be cut of,'* We are the folks^ Mary, wp 
are the seed which the Lord hath blessed. *^ 6ur 
life i$ hid with Christ in God ;** and every 
visit, ray, glimpse, . revival, refreshing, pious 
thought,, humbling rcfl^ctioii, sweety enlarge- 
meat, inelting sensatioa, s^ttracting beam, and 
SQul-di$salving look is to let ua know that our 
Redeemer liveth — lives for us, and we shall 
live through him, and at last with him. 

I have a most violent' cold> and a most torment- 
iug cough aqd hoarnes^. I have, like Jlphraim, 
had my belly filled with the east wind ; but all 
is well, for Parson Sack will never die. I am 
still upon the high-way, actd my eye upon the 
prize of the high calling, and many pledges of 
it have I had by the way ; land sure I am that 
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the harvest is as sure as the first-friiits. Fare* 
weL Be of good ch^er, for Chri&t loves tis 

dearly. ^ • 

" Ever thme in Him! 



< > a ' • 
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LETTER XIII. 

TOMiSis:D* 
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Dear sister and fellow-sufferer, 

Gr^ce an^ peace be muUiplieti to.thed 
thrpii^ hour Lord Jesus Christ. ,1' \yas sorry tO 
hear by Mr. G, that you was so ppofly, so' weak, 
and so low; but a daily cross we must have 
or perish. " He that ^Vill tome kftter me, let 
liim deny himself, and take up his ci*oss, atid 
follow me ; and where I am there Shall also, my 
servant be.'* But our time is short, for we arfe 
much older in constitution than in years. 

You are now irty dear Sister, at thfe Rbya^l 
Exchange of heaven; " Thou oughtest,*' says 
Christ, " have put riiy tnonfey to the exchang- 
ers, and then at my coihing I should have re- 
ceived inine dwti with usury.'* He hath taken 
away frpm thee the greatest earthly present 
that he ever gave to thee; but the excbangfe 
will be that he will make himself over to thee : 
this I believe will b^ the exchange, nor have I 
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a doubt of it, and in this change thou wilt 
sustain no loss. Moreover, at these trying tiroes 
the roind works and the spirit sinks, glooroy 
meditations and cutting reflections bring 
fresh causes of grief ; the misgiving heart under 
such considerations hourly conceives its fresh 
matter for sorrow, and this is too heavy for our 
frail souls to bear up under— —to ponder over it 
adds to the burthen, and to murmur and rebel 
does the same. 

To the Exchange we must go, and sure I am 
that pouring out these things hourly before the 
Lord, as the heart fills with it, is undoubted 
putting it out to the exchangers ; and this well 
followed up will in time bring in a better stock 
to trade with. I mean it will bring in a deliver- 
ance, and some submission and resignation till 
that deliverance come*. Then thou wilt be 
able to exchange a few blessings, a few praises, 
and a few thank-offerings ; and confess as I 
have often done, that this is a truth, " That all 
things work together for good to them that 
love God;" who will not leave thee till then 
set thy seal to this, that, " God is true." 

I have been sharply exercised with severe 
pain, and with satan's unwelcome assistance in 
such cases ; but am much better, yet not a little 
weakened by these long and restless pains. 
Hope to see my poor little companion in tri- 
bulation next Lord's-dayi if God permit. Give 



thy mind much to reading ai>d prayer, and if 
|)rayer be out of seMon^ confess and plead the 
worst against thyself; soniet'fnies one arrow^ 
wilt fly when another will not Tb«se thingg 
will counteract the devils cunning, and fill the 
mind with the word| and when the word dwelb 
richly in us, that becomes our meditation^ and 
h often uppermoBt even whea asleep. ' God 
bless and be with thee, guide and com^rt Ib^ei 
is the prayer of, Dear Sister, 

Thy friend and servant. 

w. as,*. 

I write this with all my company below. 
God bless thee.. ' : : ,, 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

• 

I MUST drop a few scraps to the afflicted^ 
God keeps his fire in Zion, and. his furnace in 
Jerusalem; and he that ia our Kefiner, wIkt 
kindles the flame and regulates the heat^ was 
himself made perfect through sufferings* To 
subdue our inbred corruptions, to cleanse ud 
from idols, and to purge away our dross is the 
end aimed at By inward corruptions^ I mean 
deceitful lusts ; by idols every thing that rivals 



God in our affections ; and by dross and tin 
the best things of fallen nature, for such we 
take them to be, such as all knowledge except 
experimental knowledge, self-righteousness, hu'* 
man wisdom, vain confidence \nth which we 
abound for prosperity, superficial hopes and 
unrooted love, meekness, and a large stock of 
untried patience and fortitude*-«ll which as a 
sort of counterfeit coin attend us, and promise 
much in prosperity, but in adversity they serve 
us as they did Peter and Sampson. Hence it 
is that Peter tells us from his own experience, 
^^ That the trial of faith is much more precious 
than gold, though it be tried with fire.-'^ 

But this I know that God's work wjU stand, 
God's grace, God's truth, and our experience 
of the power of it, will endure the fire. Each 
of these have their particular promise ; hence 
we are said to be purified, made white, and 
tried— we are purified by faith, made clean by 
blood, and made white by the righteousness of 
fiiith— all of which could not be done if faith 
could consume or fail. The word of God is 
pure, like gold seven times purified in a furnace 
of earth, because in the fulfilment of these the 
truth, the faithfulness, and immutability of 
God and his covenant appear. As to our expe- 
rience it is the operation and the anointing of 
the Holy Ghost^ and the kingdom standi not 

D 
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in word only, biitin the :pbwerof the Spirit; 
the one is called the word .of the kingdom^ and 
the other the power of the kingdom, hence \vc 
read of the kingdom coming with power/ 
' /And as we are said to receive a kingdom 
which cannot be moved, therefore these .things 
must stand the fire, .though the dross and tin 
consume in the flame; and when this dross 
goes w.e are left with so small a, treasure that 
we conclude that the gold, silver, and all the 
treasure Js gone, as well as .the base metal ; but 
9.11 that comes from Christ's fulness shall en- 
dure, . shall reign, and shaU abide with us to 
the end* . The , Spirit is .Giod, and all God's 
work is perfect ; nothing shall be added to it 
or taken from it, aqd God does it that men 
should fear before him. I shall pxiiy add lAy 
poor prayers, .and rcon^lude 'with/the Apostle, 
V :Let patience have ;her: perfect ^work, that ye 
may be perfect and entire, lacking. notliing/** ♦ 

' Yoilrs most respectfully, 

— ; - ^ W- H. S. S. 



86 



LE'rt'ER XV. 

TO THE SAMfi. 

* 

In the Cabin, on board the Provideoce» 
bound for the Fair Havens, round the Friendly 
Islands, by the Cape of Good Hope. 

ISelovcd, 

I INTEND if the Lord permit to lay. at 
anchor till Tuesday forenoon, when I intend to 
«et sail whether the wind be fair or foul. If 
you could venture on board I should be glad 
to see you to-morrow, being Monday^ about 
three or four o'clock, to drink a dish of tea, 
coffee, a glass of grog, or whatever the ship 
affords — to talk over the dangers of the voy- 
age, and the best way to steer, in order to make 
the land of the Celestial Regions. 

Yours in affection, 

DOCTOR SACK. 

Chaplain to the Ship's Company. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO THE SAME. 
t)ear Anu, 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with thee. 
1 was sorry to hear of the soul-co«flict8 which 

Ds 
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attend thee; but God's ways are deep and 
mysterious. He sometimes permits these on- 
sets to come that we may be the more sensible 
of the pq;6eer of faith, by finding that faith in 
the conscience holds fast that very thing which 
Satan labours in the mind to make us doubt of, 
quit, and give up ; while tries and tears go up 
to strengthen faith in her hold. 

2. In the end it often establishes the heart the 
firmer ; for when we have been long tried, and 
hanging in a doubtful scale, God will deter- 
mine and settle the point in doubt, faith having 
gained her cause, obtained the victory, and 
enriched the soul with the spoils : hence this 
trial of faith is said to be more precious than 
gold, having been tried by the fiery wrath and 
darts of Satan. 

3. At a long run it serves to shew us, that 
every divine truth against which the devil la- 
bours so hard, must needs be destructive to his 
empire and saving to us, or why all this infer-* 
nal fighting against it ? as we are sure no false 
doctrine, lies, or fubles, can be injurious to his 
realm^ for that is supported by nothing else. 

4. Sometimes these sore conflicts are sent upon 
us to take the mind ofi^ from vanity ; it is more 
profitable to us to ht CRgaged in the fight of 
faith, than to be idle in vain amusements. 

And lastly, These trials are sometimes sent 
iji a way of retaliation. When the highest 
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display of eternal love, the tnanifestation of the 
greatest and sweetest of all beauties, and an 
assurance of an interest in the greatest of all 
sensations, are attended with the choicest of 
all indulgences, meets with cold and unsuit- 
able retums---on thi^ account many sore con*- 
flicts come on to make us doubt of an interest 
in these things, when a comfortable assurance 
of them is not highly prized, nor properly 
valued. 

Solomon provoked God by idols, and God 
provoked him by Jeroboam. This raging jea- 
lousy puts things in their proper light, and 
makes them appear in their own worth ; and it 
serves also to make the unity of the Spirit and 
communion of the saints of more worth tfaa^ 
all the ties of nature, or the corrupt affections 
of flesh and blood. I have in my poor way 
remembered thee. 

God bless thee. 

Q. in the Comer. 



LETTER XVIL 

TO THE SAME. 

Mr Dear Friend informs me that she is 
going to search the Scriptures, and to compare 
the Old Testament with the New^* At this she 
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will perform wonders, for I have known the 
time when I was engaged in the same fight- 
that as fast as I shifted ray ground the devil 
shifted his. When I had made a thing clear 
by the word of God, he attacked the word also, 
and told me that the scriptures were a device 
of his to puzzle, baffle, and confound mankind. 
When I flew to the Divine Being, he told me 
as the fool says in the Psalms, ^^ There is no 
God." When I fled to the works of creation, 
and asked, Who made these things? he told 
me plainly that he did. When I asked, Who 
made me ? he answered in the affirmative, that 
he did. When I asked why men worshipped 
God, he told me he received worship and I 
must pray to him, for there was no other to 
pray to— thus was my mind followed, harassed, 
confused and confounded ; but not one of these 
lies could fasten on my conscience, though I 
was dumb and without an answer. 

Nothing, my dear Friend, can keep us upon 
this ground and in this conflict, but the al- 
mighty power of God, and by that power are 
we Ijiept through faith ; " I will water it every 
moment, and I will keep it night and day." 
The following passages from the Old Testament 
and the New, are suflScient for faith ; ** Won- 
derful, Counsellor, the mighty God, the ever- 
lasting Father, the Prince of Peace," Isai. ix, 
6. " I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning 



and the ending, saith the Lord, which is, aticll 
which was, and which is' to come, ' the Al- 
mighty," Rev. i. 8. "The Word was;. with' 
God, and the Word was God; all things were' 
made by him," &c. John, i. 1. 3. • God, thc^ 
mighty God, the Almighty, the First, the Last,* 
and the Creator of all things is, and ever must 
be the object of worship, of hope, of confi- 
dence, and of all trust— but as I before said, *. 
nothing but divine power can keep a soul in* 
the fiery trial. 

Holy Adam fell, and valiant Peter fell, and- 
wo be to every one that is alone when he fall- 
eth, Eccles. iv. 10. God's power alone must 
Iceep us if we are kept, and this power must be 
fetched in by constant prayer ; " Watch and 
pray lest ye enter into temptation." And 
again, " This kind goeth not out but by prayer 
and fasting/' 

Ever yours, 

W. li 5. S. 
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LETIER XVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 



I HOPE my dear Friend caught no cold at 
her return from Cricklewood. The weather 
now is wonderfully mild, which suits the inva- 
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lids» and helps off the long, dreary, and cold 
winter, which is so fatal to the infirmities of 
old age. ^' The outward man/* says Paul^ 
'^ decays, but the inward man is renetired day by 
day." This one particular I have long watched, 
and I have perceived it in the following things : 
by the activity or inactivity of faith^ by the 
risings and' fallings of hope, by fresh joy after 
sorrow, by meekness and humility after a dead 
and stupid frame, by fresh rays of light afiter 
gross darkness, by sweet peace after disqui« 
etude, and by a glowing love after many hard 
heart-risings. 

I know of nothing at present that shews the 
going on of the good work like this. The 
Holy Spirit is the Spirit of all grade, the 
planter of all grace, and the life of every fruit 
which he produces ; and hence he is called a 
wind to move his own plants, and to make 
them emit their scent, their savour, and their 
odours. He is called dew to refresh and enli- 
veo, water also to moisten and give rooting. 
But upon love and joy he operates as the Spirit 
of burning; warming, enflaming, and enlarging; 
and these to me are the most sweet These 
are a few scraps to exercise, amuse, ponder 
over, and make out— but after all it is but lit* 
tie we know of what we have got within. 

THE COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER XIX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I AX sorry fo find my poor Friend is so 
iiiwell, should be gkd to see her on Friday if 
^le to conae, if not send word^ and to-morrow 
morning I will come and see you. These are 
not times of refreshing, but of trial-*-hold fast, 
I long to see thee. The good Lord i^ still with 
the poor Coalheaver, and will favour them that 
cleave to himself in them that he sends, for he 
has made us one in love^ one among ourselves^ 
and one in him, that we may be perfect in one* 

Ever Yours, 

W. H. S. s: 
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LETTER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 
My Dear Sister in Christ Jesus, 

I AM glad at my heart and thankful to my 
God for his goodness to thee and to thine bus* 
band, hoping that his faithfulness and truth 
in delivering, in bringing into trouble and 
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bringing out, in laying low and lifting up will 
at a long run be productive of a little more 
credence. 

Once more be hath put unbelief to the blush^ 
and proved the father of lies to answer to his 
own name and character, and this God will do 
to the end. In this confidence I write to^iee^ 
being fully persuaded that there is a grain of 
mustard seed, an unfeigned faith in you both, 
which will not always lay hid, or be inactive; 
nay it does at times appear, and shews itself 
now ; like that of Peter's, it will cry and plead 
mightily when m danger of sinking, or going 
to the bottom This, Ann, is faith, and real 
'faith, that will plead to the last; and which 
will not quit its hold, nor be put off, nor be 
said nay to. It comes from above, and there it 

will 

Excuse haste ; the Cart is going off. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 



You cannot, you shall not, Ann, make 
me believe that your finches are better than my 
gold; for if yours make wings and fly away, 
mine does not. It often gets out of sight, and 
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smnetinies seems to have lost credit, and not to 
pass and repass as current coin ; but when the 
dross that adheres to it is purged off, it goes 
again as current as ever, and will as long as a 
bill of exchange is to be found in God's bank- 
book. 

Last Saturday I ^as in the furnace* Come 
and breakfast with me on Wednesday mom<- 
ing, and dine also, and let us compare notes 
and see who gets most— I that earn by hard 
labour^ or you that sit in idleness to see me 
work, 

THE COALHEAVER- 



LETTER XXII, 

TO THE SAME. 



My Dear Friend, 

Grace and peace be multiplied to you 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, to support thee 
under thy preseijit and grievous affliction. God 
promises to be a present, a very present help 
in time of trouble ; and those that know his 
name will put- their trust in him, for he has 
never failed those that seek him. 

I know the heart when overwhelmed will be 
continually conceiving ^grief, which fills the 
soul with sorrow, and wheri full it is unbear* 
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able. The throne of grace is at such times our 
only resource ; " Out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief/' said Hannah^ ^' have I 
spoken hitherto ;" and if this method be pur* 
sued the mind will get ease, otherwise it will 
be swallowed up with over much sorrow j and 
when overcharged it is often seen the spirits 
dry up, the heart breaks, or the tabernacle fails 
and faints : ^^ My flesh and my heart faileth/^ 
says one. 

But we have a God to go to, and sighing, 
weeping, groaning, crying, complaining, and 
speaking, lighten the mind, assuage the grief^ 
ease the soul, soften the heart, and raise the 
spirits. ^^ I poured out my complaint before 
the Lord, I shewed before him tny trouble /* 
and sensible relief, support, condolence, and 
sympathy are often felt If no word of promise 
is spoken, no deliverance, or no saving disco- 
very or manifestations be enjoyed or made, yet 
sure I am these are the fruits and effects of 
communion and fellowship both with the Fa* 
ther and the Son. In the day of my trouble 
thou strengthenedst me with might in my soul, 
Psal. cxxxviii. 3. When heart and flesh fail, 
God's strength is made perfect in our weak- 
ness. 

The devil's principal work is to set off all 
our afflictions and trials in the worst light, not 
as humbling dispensations, or purging draughts, 
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but as effects of divine anger ; and then sets 
us ta meditate terror, and to pore and ponder 
on this dark side of the question. When he 
has chained us down to pensive melancholy, 
then he draws over the old vail and blinds the 
mind, and hides and obscures all that is good, 
and every evidence. Hence reading counter* 
acts his designs, and furnishes the mind with 
thought ; ^nd I know that Satan cannot endure 
a mind employed or fraught with heavenly 
things, it being unfurnished for hellish plots. 
Dear Friend, adieu ! 

Yours in .Christ Jesus, 

W. H. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

I AM sorry to hear that my Friend is so 
poorly again, and especially as all pains in the 
stomach are so violent. But this is a comfort 
to the Lord's poor family, that they are not to 
abide for ever, for above, sorrow, pain, and 
weeping are to be no more. 

It is a great encouragement to submission, 
that all things woi^k for good to them that love 
God : but his divine wisdom is often seen in a 
point of light which to me exceeds all other 
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considerations whatever, and that is, M\en the 
soul is inwardly recompensed with such com-* 
fort as more than sustains the infirmities of the 
body. This affords such renewings to the in- 
ner man, that tha decayings of the outward 
man are overlooked ; and we ate brought into 
a strait not knowing which to choose, ease or 
pain. It is often observed that when pain 
goes, the comfort goes; this is a most wise way 
of winning the soul to kiss the rod and hug the 
cross. 

I believe that every crodk in oiir path has 
its origin either in the blindness of our minds^ 
or in the stubbornness of our wills. When we 
have light to see every cross to be needful and 
beneficial, it inclines us to submit; and sub- 
mission makes every crook strait, and is a 
cushion between the shoulder aad the cross, 
which makes the burthen light. This submis- 
sion is always attended with rheekness, which 
like a vent-hole In a cask of fermented liquor, 
gives vent to the burthened mind, and eases 
the heart with tears of penitence, which is 
ready to vent its contents in rebellion and 
blasphemies. 

If my Friend wishes to sec me let her send 
word by the bearer ; in the mean time can re- 
member her to the great Physician who alone 

can assist. 

THE COALHEAVER- 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

I WISH my dear Friend to come to-morrow 
to breakfast and dine with me, as I am going 
out for some days. I long to see her, and the 
last dish of grapes are still on the vines, and 
must be finished to-morrow. My breath is 
short, my cruse empty, my oil fails, my heart 
is chilled, my old man is alive, and the devil is 
not idle. 

When I set out. on a Saturday eve my mind 
and head swarms alive, my breasts at times so 
full that my milk runs to my navel, my locks 
hang in my neck, my cruse springs, the oil 
flows, the cup is not empty, nor the meal di- 
minished. But by Tuesday evening I am shorn, 
stripped, milked, and sweated, till all my mois- 
ture is turned into the drought of summer ; and 
1 look like a thief naked, and ashamed, barren, 
dry, empty, and abashed. This office, this 
character, and this expenditure, falls only to 
the care and share of shepherds, stewards, 
nurses, and servitors. The children keep all 
they get, they deal not, trade not, spend 
not^ upr empty themselves tg feed others. 
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Thank you for my pot, and I have got a very- 
great literary curiosity for you* 

Dear Ann, adieu. 

THE COALHEAVER. 



LETTER XXV^ 

TO THS SAME. 



To his sister Ann, greeting, with -perfect peace and at 
snch a time. 

Mr Dear Sister in the best aease, in the 
best of families, and in the best of bonds ; the 
offspring of the best of Fathers, the young 
branches of the plant of renown, the elder 
brother, the righteous branch, the first-born 
who makes us heirs of his own Father, and 
joint-heirs with himself; ** My Father and 
your Father, my God and your God.-* 

Reflecting this morning early of what I have 
been, and what God ever has been ; what I 
have done against him, and what he has done 
for me ; the many servants of sin and satan 
that I have been a servant to and where they 
are all gone to now, and what the servant of 
servants is now come to; what I have in hand, 
and what in hope — I could sleep no longer, 
and therefore concluded to rise betimes and 
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write to my poor Ann, to trouble her as Well 
tis those of my own house. Looking back upon 
paist experiences in providence and grace, is 
reading that part of the scriptures which is fuU 
mied and sealed up ; and looking forward in 
faith and hope is reading the other part yet to 
be accomplished in us*— for to the heir of pro- 
mise all must be fulfilled » 

^' Lord what is man that thou att mindful of 
him?*^ Oh, Ann; whatever thou dost, observe^ 
watchi ponder over, and consider the Holy 
Spirit's teachings* The pleasing motions,' ci- 
tations, excitatiotis, sensations, attractions, 
allurements, encouragements, benign . in(lu-» 
enees, healing beadis, quickening rays, pleas^ 
ing hints> and heavenly dictations s all these^ 
and thousands more does he give to poor souls, 
who without his diving aid woiild sit solitary, 
and remain in eternal widowhoods 

Observe also the effects of his operations ; 
what self*loatfaing, abhorrence, contrition, • bu-» 
mtliation, filial fear, sounding bowels^ goings 
forth of love, fiowings of gratitude, springs of 
pious sorrow and holy grief, penitential tears 
and humbling joys, which are produced .and 
felt under his prolific inspirations* Observe 
these and obey them, sow to the Spirit and you 
shall reap life everlasting* To sow to him is 
to pray, to bless, to bewail, confess, thaak^ 
adore, &c. as the impulse and impression leads. 

E 
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you. Wh^u these «we6t influences are sus- 
pended^ thou wilt find and feel what a poor 
empty^ lifeless machine thou art, and by ob- 
serving the contrast is the Spirit known* He 
lusts for \is« and the flesh lusts against hina» 
and wars agaiiast the soul. ^* Whoso is wise 
and will observe these things, even they shall 
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord.'^4 

Mttuy, maay^ yea the sweetest moments that 
ever I knew in this world have I enjoyed by 
observing, and obeying this divine Instructor^ 
which the wiurld knows nothing of. Many 
sweet promises has he applied, many comfort^* 
able framed future views, and heavenly pros- 
pects has he bestowed on the Coalheaver, even 
when when I was slaving in that dark drudge* 
ry, in the worst of company, and for the worst 
of pay* Sure I am that the more we are ia 
reading, thinkiiig, and closet^praying, the more 
observant and obedient to the.Spirit's teaching, 
the more tender, lowly^ meek, and heavenly- 
minded we are, and of course nearer to God ; 
the more free from, and dead to this world, and 
all its vanities, which clog conscience, quencb 
Ibve, and make faith kme in both her feet. 
Yea, it closes die hand of God, hides his face, 
bolts the door of mercy, closes our own hearts, 
and furnishes the devil with title and salary ; 
it makes. him an accuser of us, and furnishes 
hkn with accusations against ii3« 
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And jftdW mine elect Lady, Doctor Sack, 
from the barge takes his leave, and saluteth 
^ou with, All hail, and be of good cheer; and 
when it is well with thee remember 

W. H. 

P. S. ifesus loves us, and that is enough* 



LETTER XXVL ,, 

Northaaiipiiaiu 
bearly Beloved in ihe tstd Sestia 

We arrived safe here, and are m good 
health. I have drawn and brandished my sword 
at TippQO, the black prince, and was not alone 
in the field of battle i the God of armies seemed 
to be present ; not a dog moved his tongue> 
Aor a person hardly moved his foot ; they were 
all attention, all silence, all waiting and ex- 
pecting, and 1 hope their expectations were 
not cut off. I heard B. here on Tuesday night; 
we had the wind and the earthquake, but the 
fire and water^ dew and rain, oil and salt, 
honey and butter, milk and wine, meat and 
bread, were all wanting. It was a concert, 
not a feast ; it was all for the ears, nothing for 
the palate ; much music, no provision ; a deal 

E2 
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heard, but nothing felt I had hard work to 
keep my eyes open ; there came nothing from 
the vision, so I wanted the pillow; it was a ter- 
rible noise, but not enough to keep me awake. 
Such are poor midwives, worse shepherds, and 
worse nurses. No man shall ever touch the 

• • • . 

mystery of godliness in the saint^s heart, who 
never was in God's secret council. The Savi* 
our is a sealed mystery, the bible a sealed book, 
and the church a sealed fountain ; and none 
but the ever-blessed Spirit of God can unseal, 
open, or explain either of these three. They 
that get at the Saviour will get at us; if they 
get into his heart, they will pick the lock and 
get into ours, also ; but they know us not be- 
cause they know him not. 

Blessed be God for a preached gospel, and 
blessed be his name for ever for an unctuous 
experience of its divine power. We are in the 
covenant, they go round the bounds of it ; we 
get into the guest chamber, while they bungle 
at the door ; they have* no crosses, and so no 
consolations ; they have no bitterness, conse- 
quently no joys ; they have no adversity, there- 
fore no prosperity ; they have no rods, and so 
no sonship. Trials are our purifying furnaces, 
our purging draughts to keep us clean, and 
our bitter herbs to give us an appetite ; and 
there is nothing in us that dislikes it but the 
flesh, and the old man, neither of which are 
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any great friends to us. To be at peace ^v'ith 
these is to be at war with God ; an alliance 
with them is attended with enmity to God 
himself. 

I take it for granted that our old friend Peg, 
is still a feeling after a path that is overgrown 
with moss, where it will be easy for her corns, 
and where she can walk in her old, clouted, 
easy shoes. Ah, poor Peg, thy road shall have 
some rough as well as smooth steps, some 
crooks as well as straits, some mountains of 
difficulty as well as vallies* of humility, some 
perplexing entanglements as well as directing 
landmarks ; it lays through the dreary desert, 
as well as the valley of Baca. Go on, old girl, 
thou shalt neither lose the way, por miss the 
end. The anointing, the unction from the holy 
One, shall teach thee, guide thee, le^d thee, 
check thee when wrong, and cheer thee when 
right ; and teach thee a thousand little lessons 
in thy own heart, which thou shalt never be 
able to teach or explain to another in this world. 
Lay by listening to the devil and unbelief, have 
no ear but for Jesus ; we know he is true, but 
the others were always liars, evil beasts, slow 
bellies ; this witness is true, therefore rebuke 
them sharply. Tit. i. 12. I shall go fronj hence 
oti Monday morning next, and shall lodge at 
B. Tender my love to R, to S., and to all 
friends. 
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James, God bless thee my son, the son of my 
vows, and my comf^nion ia travel. Peg, God 
be gracious to thee my daughter^ and give the© 
favour in sight of the man, that thou may-» 
est lay at his feet, and find grace in his sight, 

^SSSSSSSsssa^msBEmessam 

LETTER XXVII, 

TO THE SAME, 
My Dear Brother and Sister in the Lord Je$us Christy 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you, I 
am still in the land of the living, but rather 
poorly for this day or two, through the sudden 
alteration of weather ; but as long as we are ia 
this world, bonds and afflictions abide us; and 
these inform us that this is not our rest ; here 
we have no continuing city, but we seek one to 
come, and whether our Beloved is gone we know, 
and the way we know : and sure I am that the 
wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err in 
the way. The voice behind us which at first 
spoke peace to us, is to be our guide even unto 
death, 

I am at present full of rheumatic pains all 
over, I think the weather is going to change. 
Oh, that we wer^ but safely landed in the hea-^ 
venly country, where the inhabitants shall no 
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more say, I am sick, where there shall be no 
more heat and cold ; but till we arrive there we 
must be clogged, bowed down, and burdened 
with this wretched body of sin and death, which 
miserable load gets more and more intoler- 
able to me. But through grace, the inner man 
is still aliTe in hope and faith, and is often look- 
ing out, and looking forward to that country 
which Abraham sought Were it not for this 
I should be of all flesh most miserable, sick of 
life, and afraid of death; but the faster and 
boavier these burdens and infirmities come on, 
the sooner will they be over. All our afflictions 
are dealt out to us in weight and measure ; what 
is appointed for us wq shall have and no more. 
There is a measure of the sufferings of Christ 
to fill up, and when that measure is full, fare- 
well to all furnace- work; but till this is finish* 
ed we must die daily> the old man must wax 
weaker, and the new man roust be renewed day 
by day. 

Next Tuesday I set off for Petersham, and 
shall preach qu Wednesday at Richmond, where 
I hope to meet James, in company with — . 
I have great success in the work in these woods, 
such as I think I never saw before ; and most 
certainly it will appear when God writes up 
the p^ople» that this and that man was born 

liere. 

God bless you, W. U, S. S. 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

GnmthaiB, . 

Grace and peace be with you. 

' . . ■ ' ' •. 

I WAS sorry to hear my poor d^ar friend 
had got his old disorder returncid lipoh him*; 
but we must come to our end some way or 
other. God ha§ not' hurled you, as Job speaks; 
out of your place like a storm ;' nor like a tern* 
pest stolen you away in the liight, Job^ xxvii; 
20, 21. . " The wicked is driven alway in* his 
wickedness,*' as you have often seen it all round 
your neighbourhood. You are gently gathered, 
not hastily plucked. God takes down' your 
tabernacle a pin at a time, and loosens the 
cords as you are able to bear it. God comes 
not to you, my dear friend, like a thief in the 
night ; but knocks at the door, time after time, 
and gives ybii kind, niild, and gentle warnings ; 
but no killing rebukes, . no terrible alarms, no 
threatening judgments : and this I have long 
observed, yea, and I have admired his kindness 
in it 

Should you meet with some bands in your 
death, wonder not at it; the scriptures say the 
wicked have them not. God sometimes exer* 



cises his children before he takes them, it is 
their last furnace, their last purging draught, 
and sweet refreshings from above are sure to 
follow; his favour comes like a: cloud of the 
latter rain. Oh, what must the change be, to 
^o from a body of death to a fulness of life, 
from a bed of sickness to eternal health ! 

God makes us willing Jn the day of his 
powpr, not oply willing at first conversion,' but 
willing to follow him, willing to bear the cross . 
willing what he commands, and working in \xs 
to do what he requires. This long painful 111^ 
ness will make my dear friend willing to' leave 
this life and this world, it being labbur and 
sorrow, vanity and vexatidn ; bciide* the wise 
fnan observes, " It is better to* go to the h6use 
qf mbumihg; than to the house of feasting; 
sorrow is better than laugh tet'; and the day of 
death better than the day of One's brrth.*' The 
elect are born to trouble, but thfcy die to trou- 
ble, and to all sorrow 'for ever ; for sorrow and 
sighing are to fliee away. My kind love to all 
friends. ^^ 

W.H. S.S. 
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LETTER XXIX. 

TO THE »AME. 

Newark upon TVent. 
Dearly Beloved in the I^rd, 

I HAVB preached three time$ in this place^ 
and am to preach here this^ night also, being 
Tuesday. I have received first a letter, and 
then two messengers to invite me to Gain$bo« 
rough, but I would not comply. I am to go 
to^^morrow. to preach at Retford, twenty mile* 
below this place* I did then , intend to steer 
my course for York, and for Helmslcy Black* 
moor, which is beyond York; but this is all 
frustrated by many pressing invitations to Not* 
tingham, and to the regions beyond that. You 
would 9tand astonished to see thi? troops from 
all quarters that come to hear, not flying troops 
but principally invalids, the poor, buffetted^ 
tempted, and tried ; these come by shoals, and 
some of them from upwards of thirty miles. I 
stand astonished to see how God has blessed 
my books, and how many are alarmed, awa- 
kened, undeceived, and enlightened by them. 

I do believe that was the Lord to make me a 
Bishop at large, that I should preach and be 
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followed throughout the nation. God has been 
fio kind as to stand by me, support and furnish 
roe every time that I have stood up ; and to 
see how they flock to hear wpuld* surprize you; 
the Lord give me a good dowry. 

The com all the way that I came, of every 
kind, is the finest I ever saw : it has been vtry 
showery here for the»e three days past The 
poor souls here have collected . ten pouDids for 
xne, and intended to get morei but X told t^em 
I would take nothing of them, which surprised 
them, for they are very poor ; the rich shall 
i^upply me. Tender many thanks to .... ^ 
for her kindness in sending me my book of 
peculiar treasure. The tiord reward all her 
kindnesses, for in how many things she has 
administered to me thou knowest very well j 
she has been a succourer of me and of many* 
Forget her and the old half-way house, I hope 
I never shall. 

My soul is on the wing at the work, bcliev- 
i$)g that it will be the most toccessful and 
advantageous journey that I ever took. All 
that attend me here opce hated me, but God 
makes my enemies stink who have preached 
against me, and me a sweet savour. Dear 
souls, adieu ! but no more Doctor in the Cabfn 
till the pay, the bounty, and the prize-money 
is spent. Shall follow this with my prayers^ 
^nd remain, 

Ever yours in Him, 

WH, 
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XETTER XXX. 

TO THE SAME. 

I 

baady Moved ia the Lord^ 

Grace and peace be with thee through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Never my dear friends 
did I see more need of my coming to any place 
than t6 this ; nor have I had one dead barren 
time in the pulpit since I have been here. A 
apiritual fast is a great blessing; the people 
came with a sharp appetite ; and to a: hungry 
people Gdd sends his Pastors in the fulness of 
the! blessings of the gospel of peace. The 

young B 's were sadly down, the M— 's 

^t a very low ebb, but every soul is revived, 
and iiever was this chapel filled so before ; and 
surely God is with us. 

I feel the benefits and the blessing of speak- 
ing to a people that are not too full fed, as 
they are at Providence. What passes for light 
food there is swallowed up here, and not frag- 
ments enough left to fill one basket. I have 
preached every discourse out of the sixth chap- 
ter of the Hebrews, and not a few in Satan's 
trap are let out One gentleman yesterday put 
six guineas into my hand; so I keep on sowing 
spirituals and reaping camals, 1 Cor, ix. 11. 
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I hope after this long fast at Providence, 

there will be some appetite for the savoury 

meat ; and you know the blessing is upon the 

head of all that hunger after -the fatted calf, 

the Lamb of God, and the living bread ; and 

this hungry belly is not to be filled too full in 

this life, lest Israel wax fat and kick : but in 

the world to come we shall be filled with all 

his fulness— -then, it is said, ^* They shall hun* 

ger no more, neither thirst any more, neither 

shall the sun" of persecution ** light on them, 

nor any heat." For the Lamb which is in the 

midst of the throne, shall feed us to the full ; 

fill us with light from his sweet face, and with 

love, joy, and peace from bis heart : and the 

more we are kept on short commons in this 

life, the greater and sweeter will the marriage- 

supper of the Lamb be. God has preserved 

and appointed our good things to come last; 

" Thou,^' says Abraham to the rich man, " hast 

received thy good things, and likewise Lazarus 

f vil things : but now he i^ comforted^ and thoii 

art tormented." 

This day is Saturday; I hope to preach to* 
morrow, on Monday, and on Tuesday evenings; 
and on Wednesday morning set my face for 
London, where I hope to arrive by four o'clock. 
Farewell, be of good cheer, Christ loves all diat 
love him, and will reward them that fear him^ 
wd, '< We know that we have passed from 
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death tmt6 life, because we love fhe brethren.'^ 
Grace^ mercy ^ and peace be with you> is the 
daily prayer of 

Dearly Beloved^ 

Yours in the Lord, 
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LETTER XXXI- 

TO TIIE SAME. 
My Dearly ikloved Priends in the totdf 

I WISH grace and peace to b6 with yott^ 
together with faith and hope, life and love^ 
As for bodily health or itrength, worldly peace 
or prosperity^ gains or profitsi riches or honours^ 
favour or affection, kindneis or civil treatment 
from this world>*-^let it not be once expected^ 
nor once mentioned among you as becometh 
saints, for these things are not in the covenant^ 
they are no part of the better inheritance; for 
these things are seen, but the great reward of 
inheritance is not seen ; these are temporal, but 
the portion is eternaL 

But is. there AO better reward for present 
sefvices» even in this life, than temporal things? 
O yes ! bis favoiur is better tlkn life itself, and 



his countenance is as a cloud of the latter raitti 
which often distils precious drops ; which serve 
to soften the clods, and prepare it for the re* 
teption of the word of life, which sinks down 
deep and takes root, after it has been made soft 
with the showers. Let us glory in our infip* 
nrities, for these keep us from confidence in 
the flesh ; let us glory in reproaches, for these 
keep us from having fellowship with the un** 
fruitful works of darkness-— for he that is a 
friend of the world is the enemy of Ood. Let 
uB triumph in our bodily afflictions, for when 
the outward man decays, the inward man is re** 
newed day by day ; and even bodily pains are 
intended to ejttct ins ou.t of this earthly house) 
that we may be admitted into our house that is 
from above, where the inhabitants shall no 
more say, I am sick. Seeing we have such 
hope what have We to teax, seeii^ our whole 
work is to cleave to Christ, to follow peace^ 
and to endeavour to please conscience ? And 
how can we be poor that have got God for our 
portion ? This is not our rest because it is pol* 
luted, this is not Our home nor our dwelling 
place; and we are called strangers, pilgrims, 
and wayfaring men; and we know we have 
turned the comer, gained the summit, and are 
going down the hill. 

The valley of the shadow of death is at the 
bottom, and then comes ^^^ river Jordan, and 
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On the other side is the chief mouiltalff, the 
fountain of life, and the everlasting hills ; oh 
'the top of which this world will look like the 
4)rop of a bucket^ and all its formidable inhab- 
itants as grasshoppers, and as the dtist of a 
-balance : less than nothings and lighter than 
vanity. 

Oh ! my sweet ones, the joy of my heart, and 
the crown of my rejoicing in that day^ set your 
hearts on this heavenly- country, where we shall 
see our best Beloved, and enjoy each other's 
company and conversation for ' evermore. N6 
iion shall be there, nor any' ravenous beast 
shall be found there j the Bon's den will be 
removed from the « hearenly- inansioiis^ The 
sumptuous gluttdn arid Hurigi-y Lazarus shall 
be separated by an infinite ^hism;- and over 
that gulf they shall iiever pas^. What is otil' 
life but a vapour? and what is 6nr time in this 
world but a span long, or a hand's breadth? and 
all the world but a bubble. = 

A young professing woman in this place^ 
upon the eve of marriage, died yesterday ; but 
our match is for ever, and in this no dissolution 
nor disappointment. 

Ever j^ours, 

W. H. S/S- 
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LETTER XXXII. 

TO. THE SAME. 

Cackfield. 
Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 

I WISH above all things that you may 

prosper, thrive, and grow, which God promises 

shall be the case of those who are planted in 

the house of the Lord. The flesh is a corrupt 

soil, and we are by nature rooted in it; and 

the soul being footed, influeilced, Actuated, and 

led by the flesh, makes the soul a corrupt tree 

which cannot bring forth good fruit; hence 

comes the needs be for convictions, law-terrors, 

temptations, and sore trials, to loosen the roots 

of the soul, and to raise it up and root it out of 

the old soil of flesh and blood, that it may- be 

rooted in the Lord Jesus, and draw heavenly 

moisture, heavenly treasure, and heavenly sa* 

tisfaction from him, . 

Although the soul is prone to seek and settle 

in the old mould again, yet the daily cross still 

unsettles the soul, and keeps this union from 

taking place ; hence it is that the motions of 

iin in the body work in the soul to hring forth 

fruit unto death. *^ They that are in the flesh 

F 



cannot please God," because the flesh leads 
the soul captive ; but the daily cross suffers not 
these to unite, and the word of God often 
preached and often heard, affords other enter* 
tainment for the souL It feeds the mind with 
divine things, which makes the soul alive to 
them ; " To be heavenly-minded is life and 
peace." Be contented with these scraps. 

W. H. S. SL 
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LETTER XXXIIL 

IX) raE SAME* 

To the old Invalidg* 
Bfloved, 

Tft£ Doctor wishes^ g^ace, mercy, and 
peace to the old i^ldiers who are creeping into 
wilater quarters. It is wiritten in our laws, that 
thet^d wad 'a commandment which went forth 
from the King of Kings, and Lord of Lords, 
ei^teen liundred years ago, that the poor, the 
halty the lame, and the blind, were to be in- 
vited, compelled, yea, brought in to be present, 
and to be guests at the marriage-supper of the 
Lamb. This command has never been recall- 
ed; this law has never been repealed, but 



stands in full force to this day, like the laws of 
the Medes and Persians, which alter not. 

It is also appointed and decreed by an unal- 
terable statute, that all old soldiers or invalids, 
who have been engaged on the Lord's side 
against the world, the flesh, and the devil, that 
these upon being dismissed from service shall 
have a pension settled upon them, and shall be^ 
free from war for ever after. 

And it is further enacted by the authority 
aforesaid, that in case these soldiers have con- 
tinued and appeared staunch to his Majesty^ 
interest, and have not been finally overcome by 
the King's enemies, namely, the world, the 
flesh, and the devil, so as to be drawn away 
from his Majesty's service, and to engage with 
the rebels against the King and his forces as 
aforesaid; it is decreed, ordained, and immu- 
tably fixed by an eternal mandate, that such 
shall wear a crown in token of royalty, loyal- 
ty, and victory; and that they shall have a 
branch of palm in their hands, a token of eter- 
nal triuQiph; and shall shout among all the 
King's worthies, ** Salvation tp him that sitteth 
upon the throne, to the Lamb fbr ever and 
ever." Long live the King! Long live the 
King ! 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

My poor old Dears little think what a glee 
and heavenly sensation rolled over my mind 
.when I gave my last look at them getting into 
the coach, at the thought of going shortly to 
our eternal home and safe abode ; where I doubt 
not but we shall all meet in a more comfortable^ 
more lasting, and more uninterrupted frame 
and state than ever we have enjoyed in this 
life* I looked back upon you with pleasure, 
and with unspeakable delight, and something 
of heaven springing up in my heart, seeming 
to say. Ere long you will all be gone, and talk 
over again the things which are so imperfectly 
known in this vain world. I cannot describe 
what I felt, but something yet to come shall 
tnake it manifest. 

Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S. 
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XETTER XXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Downham, Friday Morning, 

♦ 

Beloved in the Lord, 

We arrived here safe last night soon after 
six o'clock, and were very kindly received. 
Many of the people round the* country have 
made great enquiries whcR I should come, 
i therefore I have hope of a good company to 
hear me, and of some success among the hear- 
ers; but this work lays with the Lord. I am 
at present in myself rather low and flat, much 
more in the valley than on the mount; more 
darkness than light, more rough paths than • 
plain, and more appetite than food. It ill, 
however, becomes me to complain, knowing 
that nothing but sovereign grace makes the 
difference between the heir of promise and the 
son of perdition. 

I do long to see the word run and be glori- 
fied, but ours are not days of great siiccess,^ 
In our days we labour much for little fruit, 
much plowing and sowing, but little crops, lit- 
tle reaping, and small harvests. We labour, 
but the time will come when others will enter 
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into our labours, and reap what we have sown. 
The Arminians have built a place at Littleport^ 
and now they have opened a house at Down- 
ham ; but still their end will be according to 
their works. We must have a daily cross, and 
daily oppositions ; but thiB WQ do know, that 
no vessel but a vessel of mercy can sail both 
against wind and tide. It is not the first but 
the last in the heavenly race, that wins the 
pri2e ; and this no Arminian ever &aw» 

I am now on my watch-tower, hoping, beg- 
ging, and expecting that the Master will coma 
at the secand or the third watch i at least at 
the cock*crowing, or in the morning ; for s^ura 
I am that unless the Master bless tb€ sacrifice; 
the guests that are bidden cannot be satisfied* 
iThere is bread enough in our Father'^s house» 
and wines plenty on the lees, but the feasts are 
, too, too seldom ; the Master is rich| but all the 
servants are poor. 

When first he woos, and wins, and draws our 
hands to the plough, how kind, how liberal^ 
how bountiful, he doth appear. So tender, so 
indulgent, so sympathetic, that he conies Leap^ 
ing upon th^ mountains, and skipping upon the 
hills, as soon as his promised aid is sought. 
Bat when your hands ar^ fast to the plough* 
handles, then there is a suspension of these 
soul-dissolving visits. Smiles are exchanged 
for frowns, embraces for jefrainiags, visits for 



deaertioiis, zod kisdes for strokes; then the 
time is come that we desirq to see one of the 
days of the Son of Man, and we desire in vain. 
Nerertheless faith holds her own. 

Everyonrs, 
The Heir at law^ 
W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XXXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

My dearly beloved Children in faith and hope, 

I AM safe arrived without any accident. 
Poor Mrs. M ■ is much better, only giveii 
up much to pensiveness, and sits solitary; sit* 
ting up late at night, and rising late in the 
morning, which I do not like ; yet I think she 
will come out bright in time. Here are not a 
few in soul-sufferings, and who need the great 
Physician ; and I have hope that he will heal 
as well as wound. 

The farmers here are very rich, and live 
somewhat like the London citizens; but I envy 
them not, for all seem to walk upon a snare. 
Traps are set for them in the ground during 
this famine, and the gin takes them by the 
heel ; while the poor in spirit by their cries to 
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God tread them down, and the steps of the 
needy crush them ; but they are not in this 
secret. They are not in God's privy council, 
nor does lie commit himself unto them, because 

I 

they 4re not the Bridegroom's friends ; he 
knows them, but it is with a knowledge of re- 
probation, disdain, and disapprobation. We 
are the folks notwithstanding our being turned 
over into the hand of the oppressor ; it is the 
grinder's harvest, and ours also. Their sudden 
destruction must be at hand, or God would 
never suffer them to ripen so fast. Every sin- 
ner must fill his measure : and there has been, 
more put into that cup these five last years, 
than there was in twenty years before. 

Sure I am that the poor saints are all on their 
watch-tower ; God has drawn all their eyes 
upon himself and upon his works, to see what 
he is at, and where it will end ; and I still have 
a pestilence before me 2 I may be wrong, but 
nothing but time can convince me. Strange 
things will soon appear in the world ; our 
hopes and expectations will not always lay in 
suspense; wisdom will direct us, and divine 
goodness will provide : judgment must return 
and vindicate the righteous, and destroy the 
wicked, that the upright in heart may not be 
at a loss which course to steer. The insensible 

• • is swimming in red port, and often 

alarmed by the death of one or another, and 
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when sick has a whole tribe of attendants ; and 
though he denies the Bible, he claims lieavea 
as his own : but we never should have know n 
that there had been a heaven, if divine revela- 
tion had not made it known ; and how any can 
expect such a country, and deny the authorily 
of the. book that brings it to light, is a mystery. 
But the wavs of the wicked are crooked, and 
they froward in their paths. 

Here is a little flock in this place all water* 
folks, three of which have visited me, but they 
are not unctuous. I believe old Providence is 
not inferior to any other churches, far from it ; 
but the day of accounts will shew all this. 
Our bitterness is better than this world's honey, 
our sorrows far beyond their joys, our poverty 
better than their wealth, our cross is better 
than their crown, our afflictions are better than 
all their comforts, and our appetites and hunger 
better than their entertainments and fullness. 
*^ The wages of sin is death ;" but, if we sutler 
we shall reign ; if we die to this world we sliall 
live. This world is a good servant, but a bad 
master ; a very good inn, but a sad home ; a 
comfortable bever, luncheon, or bait, but a sad 
inheritance. Dear souls, adieu ! 

God bless you all. 

W, II. S. S. 
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LETTER XXXVIL 

TO THE SAME. 
Beloved, 

I AM now within twelve miles of Castle 
Howard, the seat of Lord Carlisle, and shall 
pass it on Monday next in my way home. My 
success seems to be exceeding great, and I have 
no doubt but God sent me here. I am now at 
Helmsley Blackmoor, in the north riding of 
York, and twenty four miles beyond the city 
of York. 

I find many here poor and needy in soul, and 
these are blessed indeed. One poor old fanner 
has followed me more than two hundred miles, 
and last night he dropped his chains. This 
morning he came to visit me with the rays of 
the sun on his face, and the wings of a dove on 
his back ; and no less than three more have 
heard the jubilee, and felt their release. I have 
no call to tell you that the eyes of these seeing 
me, bless me ; and their ears hearing me give 
witness to me. I have invitations from all 
quarters, and might soon become a Bishop at 
large. 

I preached first at Grantham on Friday night, 
and was almost melted ; on Sunday twice, on 
Monday evening at Newark^ and on Tuesday 
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evening at Retford. On Wednesday I went to 
Sberbome, but finding but one professing man^ 
the man who invited me, and being informed 
that the little town was stuffed with empty 
critics and hypocrites, I fell into a bad humour, 
and finding there were none poor and needy, or 
that wished to hear me, I sent six miles for a 
post chaise, and reached Elvington, six miles 
below York, that night I then sent the poor 
old farmer before to Helmsley, to inform them 
that I would preach to them on Thursday and 
on Friday evenings ; and he readied Helmsley 
about ten o'clock in the forenoon* I arrived 
about four hours after, and preached to not less 
than six hundred, as it was conjectured, and 
last night to a full house ; to*morrow I intend 
to preach twice, and on Monday set off for 
Newark, Tuesday evening, Wednesday, and 
Thursday night at Grantham; on Friday I steer 
my course to Ely, Downham, and Littleport, 
and then for Cricklewood if God permit. 

I am at a farm-hotise on a pleasant and beau* 
tiful hill; my host has been in irons, so we 
agree well, but I have a mile to walk every 
night after I have done^ and the way almost all 
up hill; this tires me beyond measure, but the 
cross must attend us. Kind love to Peg and 
James. So concludes 

The servant of servants, 

W. H. S S. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Dea rly Beloved in the Lord, 

Spelmonden. 

I AH now with friend L. and the Welsh 
Ambassador is with me. • I preached at Otford, 
Monday and Tuesday, and at Cranbrook Thurs- 
day and Friday ; and Mr. J. came to me last 
night being Friday evening, I have been well 
attended, but the first two days the weather 
was cold and very unfavourable, but now it is 
warm, showery, and blessed growing weather. 
I have found the people at Cranbrook cold, 
and rather dead ; nor have I been very lively 
myself, having been but little alone. The life 
and soul of real religion lays in being alone with 
God, and in seeking his blessed face by humble 
prayer ; and the little Cabin and my own bed- 
chamber at Cricklewood, are the favourite and 
consecrated spots for this business. Seek his 
face, my dear friends, and let no reproofs, no 
rebukes, no chastisements, no crosses, no dis- 
couragements damp your spirits at this. Re* 
member, the rod of God is not upon the wick- 
ed, it is them that God loves that he chastens; 
chastisements are the lot of sons not of ser- 
vants. God bless you. I do not, I cannot 
forget you in my poor prayers. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus. 

THE DOCTOR. 
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LETTER XXXIX, 

TO THE SAME. 

The heir at law to his venerable and dearly beloved 
Parents^ sendeth greeting. 

Faith and hope are now with me, and 
both prophesy good of the Doctor with one 
consent; and as far as I can understand their 
still small voice, they tell me that the adversa- 
ry and enemy, I mean wicked Haman, will not 
prevail against the Coalheaver. But that this 
trap that is set will catch himself, and put a 
final stop to his profession, his writing, his 
preaching, and his believing and hoping ; and 
that he will be abashed, ashamed, confounded, 
ruined, and perish in his own corruption, for 
'* Our God is not mocked/' 
I have written four letters this day, craving 

the prayers of all the flock against , and 

he will find in the end that the church is as 
terrible as an army with banners. God bless 
my dear friends for evermore. So prays 

The Heir at Law. 

W. H. SS. 
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LETTER Xl^. 

TO THE SAME. 

The Heir at law to his aged and benign Parents^ sendeth 
greeting, with perfect p^tface, and at such a time. 

I WAS glad to hear that poor James is 
better ; life and death now is in the hand of 
our Lord, he has conquered both death and the 
grave, and we are in union with the resurrec- 
tion and the life. His righteousness is our 
breast-plate, through wliich the devifs darts 
cannot penetrate, through which the curse of 
the law cannot enter, and against which death's 
attacks can make no impression. 

The soul is alive for evermore, hope is its 
anchor, and God its shield ; truth is its girdle, 
and peace its ammunition shoes ; the Spirit is 
its possessor, and Christ its owner; and he 
will never lose his right, nor give up his charge: 
^* He that believcth shall never die ;" " on such 
the second death hath no power." The body, 
the clog, the burthen, the body of death, the 
weaker part shall go to the wall — and this is all 
that the devil can boast of with respect to the 
saints : and these shall be raised again, and 
then the devil, the king of darkness and of 
pride, the famous god of this world shall be 
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judged by the saints, and we shall accuse and 
condemn him that has so often accused and 
condemned us. We shall take them captive 
whose captives we were, and rule over our op- 
pressors ; then shall the poor, despised flock of 
Christ be terrible as an army with banners. 

All these things we have in hope, and hope 
is steadfast, and what we have got in hope we 
shall soon have in hand ; for, '^ Faith is the 
substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
things not seen." Every heavenly smile, every 
enlargement, every indulgence, every comfort, 
every promise, every deliverance, all succour 
and all support, are so many pledges, earnests, 
foretastes, and first-fruits of the future and 
blessed inheritance. 

Our Lord will give us a few tastes of dbese 
just to let us know that our Redeemer lirett, 
and that we are not forgotten of him. Bat tiic 
new and good wine must be kept till the ist 
when we shall drink so as to forget our pTr-r- 
ty, and semember our misery no more fir r^^ 
Farewell; grace, mercy^ and peace it 

\ So prays 

THE 
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LETTER XLL 

TO THE SAME. 

Cuckfiefd. 

It is agrcieable to my promise that I send 
1^ few scraps to my old companions in travel. 
Mr. B. met us many miles on the road, and was 
Very glad to See me. We arrived safe and in 
good time, and I believe I continued my ser- 
mon with for near thirty miles with little 
intermission. She seems exceeding low, and 
low she must and will go if she belong? to the 
Royal family of the house of David, not coiIy 
to discover the sin of her nature and the follies 
of her life, but to stir up and purge out what 
she has been for five years scraping together 
as a covering. 

The new cloth well never agree with the old 
garment, and especially when the human web 
is spun first, and the Lord's wedding garment 
of white linen is brought forth to complete it. 
Nor will the new wine of heavenly joy and 
love remain in a hard, unfeeling, and insensible 
heart. Heavy and lasting afflictions fill the 
soul with trouble, grief and sorrow, and, ** By 
sorrow of hearty the spirit is broken ;" and it 
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MS a brokca spirit and » contrite heart, which i$ 
the new bottle. Th© new wine of heavenly 
Joy ma broken heart will not swell it with va- 
Wty, npr burst it with pride; a new heart and 
» new spirit, both these are preserved accord* 
ing to Christ's promise; nor can Satan destroy 
either. 

At breakfast this morning as we were talking 
together with Mrs. B, concerning her former 
troubles and present hopes, she appearing 
broken-hearted and thankful to God for his 
mercy to her- — 'Seenied very much cut up and 
wept bitterly, and has been shut up in her roont 
ever since. As for me I fetch all my hopes erf 
her from her misery, and my faith tells me that 
her heart is not half so holy, so pure, and so 
good now as it was when she first c^me amon^ 
us ; and I hope to roll her in the ditch till her 
own clothes abhor her, for none but lunatics 
and lepers are fit for our infirmary, and indeed 
it was built for another at first. 

She had some time ago a singular dream, of 
God bringing her to judgment in this world, 
and it appeared to me a very scriptur|tl account 
of the judgment, and sharp trial of a poor con^^ 
vinccd sinner; and I know that God fills Zioa 
with judgment and righteousness ; judgment 
first, and righteousness after wardSv It is by* 
the spirit of judgn^ent, and by the spirit aC 
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burning, that bur guilt and filth is purged frota 
us ; ind the devil is busy enough in his con** 
«tant attendance on this court, to sec how th^ 
tnatter will go, in hope that we shall either 
hate the light, fly from the truths despair of his 
mercy, or fly in the face of the Almighty. 

But, we have an Advocate with the Father, 
and he has appeased the wrath of God which 
was provoked at our sins : and God will not 
gratify the devil's rage in condemning us poor 
debtors and our ever-blessed Surety too, for our 
God hates the devil more than we do. He suf- 
fers him to labour hard at us, and to try his 
infernal skill upon us, and in spite of all satan's 
craft, craft, malice, and cunning, we remain 
just where we were, at the foot of Christ, suing 
for mercy ; and I do believe that it is one part 
of the devil's punishment to be suffered to 
wreak his rage on the vessels of mercy, for what 
can be a greater torment than to labour to de- 
stroy those his envious mind abhors, and yet to 
labour in vain ? 

How desperate do we see apostates, whose 
heart God has turned to hate his people, and 
to deal subtly with his servants, when their 
rage is kindled, and they would wish to send 
us out of this world and from all the glories 
of another— I say, how desperate they are when 
tiiey find they can do us no hurt How many 
javelins did Saul throw at poor David, and how 
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jnany bitter oaths, thieatenhi s, and sentences 
did Saul breathe out against the son of Jesse. 
Every time the devil entered Saul this was 
David's perilous case ; and every time that he 
checked the devil, and made him depart from 
Saul, then^aul cried, ** Return my son David, 
for thou art more righteous than I." But when 
men are given up to the devil, they are not to 
be believed though they speak fair, for there 
are seven abominations in their heart, because 
like Mary, seven devils have entered into them ; 
and these go in and out of their own habita- 
tion, hut still it is under the strong and ruling 
hand of God, or else. Wo be to us. 

I am at present rather low, and meek, and 
have been kindly indulged in prayer both last 
night and this morning — for which kind indulg- 
ence I thank my God ; nor have I neglected to 
pray for the poor Dears in London. These lines 
as well as my prayers are intended for three. 

Ever yours, 

W. H. S. S- 
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LETTER XLII. 

JTO THE SAME. 
Dearly beloved in Uie Liord, 

I WAS and still am grieved to sec you so ill 
as you are attending to that shop; you really 
hasten your own end, and deprive yourself of a 
little wholesome air, which in your state is so 
much needed. I have now a comfortable bed, 
and a good room entirely at your service ; and 
there is no want of any thing, nor any creature 
in the way to make you uneasy— all love you, 
and you know it. 

It is my earnest desire that you would write 
to N. and let him come, and weigh,and take your 
goodSj as you will want nothing here but Jrour 
wearing apparel; and here are drawers upon 
drawers for all your clothes, I have no doubt 
but the adversary is busy enough with carnal 
reason, but strength shall be equal to thy days ; 
*^ For God is not unrighteous, to forget your 
work and labour of love, which ye have shewed 
toward his name, in that ye have ministered to 
the saints and do minister," Heb. vi. la Who* 
soever rcceiveth whomsoever I send, receiveth 
me, and him that sent me, John xiii. SO. And 
h^ that receiveth a prophet, a righteous man, or 
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k believer in Christ, he shall receive a pco^faet's 
reward, and a righteous man's renrard, ^^ tkit 
comes from the God of trirtli, the lips of truth—* 
the Lord Jesus Christ himself. Let no man 0r 
devil beguile you of this reward, for 3^u have 
received me into your faith, heart, conscience, 
and affections; and I know that Christ sent 
me, and you believe this, 4k&d received me as 
such, and therefore did receive him also* 
Moreover, " He that loveth anotiier hath ful- 
filled the law," and, ^^ He that loveth his bro- 
ther abideth in the light, and there is none oc- 
casion of stumbling in him ;" for, ** We know 
that we are passed from death to life, because 
we love the brethren." And, " By this," says 
the Son of God, " shall all men know ye are 
my disciples, if ye have love one to another;" 
and I know that you love me, and God knowf 
I love you. 

It is true vrt are poor, worthles^s, sitiful 
wretches, and have cause daily to loaih our'** 
selves on .the account of the evils that are in ufl^ 
but no self-loathing is to rob us or deprive us 
of the comforts of fiaith, nor of the comforts of 
hope in a Saviour, for he came to save sinners, 
yea, the chief of sinners.; nor will he take notice 
of any other. He leaves the self-righteous to 
6well, to boast, and to banter, till pridebecometh 
tbeif ruin; ^< I' came not to call the righteous." 

Aad mow my dear James, as God has pre?" 
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pared a way for you, and provided a room for 
your reception, a dutiful and affectionate son to 
receive you, do come, and bring Mrs. B. with, 
you, it is my wish. God bless you. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus the Lord. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XLIII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Beloved, 

* 

I HAVE preached here three times, and am 
to preach here again to-morrow evenijig, and 
after preaching we go to Downham. The fruits 
of my labour do very visibly appear; I have been 
well attended, some have been much comforted, 
others are in labour and soul travail. 

The people of Lakenheath in Suffolk are 
constantly here, and have sent me a presents 
My whole work seems now to be that of com- 
forting, this is my natural element, and best suits 
my present frame* I preached on Sunday twice 
from Prov. xiv. S6; and last night from John iv. 
33 — ^38. The people begin to shew us no small 
respect, and several baskets of fruit have been 
sent tons. We are going to day to see a woman 
who has been long ill, and who was much comr 
forted the last year, but has lamented through all 
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her illness, and complained that she should see 
my sweet face no more. The poor woman wept 
that brought the tidings. 

I have been greatly indulged in private prayer 
ever since I have been out, which is a heaven 
upon earth to me, and I believe that ^ 
has heard to her comfort and establishment. The 
harvest is very great, the crops good, and the 
weather fine; for which I bless my gracious God. 
I long to be at home. 

Ever yours in the best of all bonds. 

THE DOCTOR. 



LETTER XLIV. 

TO MRS. B. 
Dear Peg, 

Such a stroke as this twenty-seven years 
ago, would have caused our hope to give up the 
ghost— but being a little stronger in the Lord, 
faith has heavier burthens laid on. The temple 
huilt by Solomon, and that built by Cyrus were 
both burnt. The first book of Samuel, and the 
thirtieth chapter came to my mind also, toge- 
ther with this promise, " He shall not be afraid 
of evil tidings; his heart is fixed trusting in the 
Lord.*' 

It wjU cause a little rejoicing among the Phi^ 



lisHnes, as bw been the case often.; they once 
triumphed gtonoqsly when the ark of God was- 
taken^ supposing that Dagon had overcome the 
God of Israel, but their joy was but shart>~the 
fkU of Dagon, the Emrods alid the mice, made 
them glad to send it back again, and a trespass* 
oflfering with it, for they cried, We are all de~ 
^troyed, for his hand is heavy upon njs, and upon 
Dagon our God. This I know thai! it shall work 
for our good, but how I know not; if I did, I 
must walk by sight and not by faith. Bless God 
we are not in beggary yet, nor ever shall. I 
herein enclose you a trifle, as I am going out^ 
into the country. 

God bless thee, 

THE COALHEAVER- 
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A CONCISE ACCOUNT 

OF THB 

LAST ILLNESS AND DEATH 

REV. W. HUNTINGTON* 



THE loss of a distinguished minister^ raised 
up and set for the defence of the Gospel^ who 
feared not the face of man, who shunned not Ut 
declare the whole counsel of God, who ceased 
not to teach and preach Christ Jesus, both in sea- 
son and out of season, must have been felt and 
acknowledged by the church of God in every 
period of time. But in the present day when 
the shadows- of the evening are stretching out; 
when mere profession abounds, and the love of 
many wax cold ; when animosities and heart- 
risings against brethren are so rife^ and che- 
rished with such unbecoming zeal; when so 
many are not doers of the word, but hearers 
only, deceiving themselves; when goodly ap- 
parel and the gold ring take precedence of the 
poor) thereby constituting themselves judges of 
evil thoughts ; when so little of puie religion 
and undefiled before God and the Father is 
known by its fruits, namely, in visiting tht 
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fatherless and widows in their affliction, and 
keeping themselves unspotted from the world ; 
when the fajth of , many cease to be evidenced 
by their works — at such an alarming day as the 
present, the decease of so faithful a Pastor must 
be doubly distressing to the poor and needy 
flock of Christ. 

Under these impressions I cannot but ob- 
serve, and give due weight to, the counsel of 
an apostle; /* But I would not htive you to be 
ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are 
asleep, that ye sorrow not' even as others which 
have no, hope/* It is said also in the Acts, 
"^For David, after he had served his^ own ge- 
neration by tthe'will of God, fell asleep, and 
was laid'unto his fathers, and saw corruption/* 
And Paul elsewhere remarks of Abraham, what 
is alike applicable to every true believer in 
Cli'rist, ** And so, after he had patiently en- 
dured, he obtained the promise/' Seeing that 
it is appointed unto men once to die, the hap- 
piness of thfe children of God results from this, 
that the high priest and apostle of their pro- 
fession must continue, seeing he ever liveth to 
make intercession for them, Heb. vii. 25. 

For many months previous to the last sick- 
ness of so revered a parent, it was visibly ap- 
parent his health was declining, his constitu- 



tion breaking up, and that much bodily weak^* 
ness attended him; yet his exertions for the 
welfare of the church did not abate. That he 
was much blessed with the supporting and 
comforting presence of God in his latter exer- 
cises, a large portion of his hearers can testify ; 
and truly this passage of holy writ was abun- 
dantly verified in him : ** They shall still bring 
forth fruit in old age; tTiey shall be fat and 
flourishing; to shew that the Lord is upright." 
I shall ever have caUse to remember with the 
warmest'feelings of gratitude and loving-kind- 
ness to God; that within the last twelve months 
of his tabernacling upon edrth, Satan had suc- 
ceeded in estranging the affections of the best 
of fathers from me, and that he knew me not* 
Within that period it pleased the Almighty to 
root oxit, 'and destroy all confidence in an arm 
of flesh, and bring me near to judgment; and 
I still maintain that he will not leave me, until 
he has done that which he has spoken to me 
of; for his Wftrd declares, " Upon all the glory 
shall be a defence." 

The. last Sunday morning he exercised in the 
church of God, he spake from the following 
words, " But if any man love God, the same is 
known of him," 1 Cor. viii. 3; and concluded 
Ins sermon earlierthan usual through weakness. 
In the afternoon of the same day he adminis- 



tec^d the sacrament, delivering a discourse from 
these words^ *' The Cup of blessing which wc 
bless, is it not the communion of the blood of 
Christ ? The bread which wc break, is it not 
the communion of the body of Christ ?" 1 Cor. 
X. 16. In the course of the administration be 
uttered the following words, coolly and im- 
pressively, ' My time here will not be long; 
my Lord tells me so/ On tho Wednesday fol- 
lowing he closed his ministerial labours ; and 
made choice of the most appropriate passage in 
the whole word of God : " Remember there- 
fore how thou hast received and heard, and 
held fast^ and reptot If therefore thou shalt 
not watch, I will come on thee as a thief, and 
thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee," Rev. iii. 3. The kind indulgence 
of God has answefed the prayers of many df 
those who heard.it, a^d enabled me to put this 
his concluding testimony into your hands. 

My elder brother, the day followiQg, called 
upon him, and spent several hours m his cbm« 
pany, with much comfort and satisfaction, and 
some profitable conversation passed between 
them ; this proved to be their parting inter- 
view. The next day, June 11, he arose at an 
early hour as usual, but was shortly after seized 
with those symptoms that indicated great dan^ 
ger. One observation he made at this tim^i 
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when they were endeavouring to wartn his feet, 
I hope ever to remembtr; * These feet/ said 
he, * have carried me many miles to preach 
tl>e gospel of Christ/ Mr. and Mrs. Blake 
called on t1ie Saturday morning to see him, 
but were given to understand that it was or- 
dered by the Doctor that he should not be 
disturbed ; and I can testify the concern and 
anxiety of mind my sister experienced on that 
occasion. Other branches of the family called ^ 
at f h rmes Hiil on the following days for the 
same purpose, but were equally unsuccessful in 
obtaining a sight of him. 

In the following . week he Was removed to 
Tunbridge Wells, After he liad b^en absent 
from town some days, as no part of the family 
received any intelligence of the state of his 
health, under a particular impression of mind, 
iny two elder sisters, and Mr. Blake, came to a 
conclusion to take an immediate journey to 
Tunbridge Wells, that they might have the 
satisfaction of seeing him once mpre. I encou- 
raged them in this purpose, and we have all 
evidently seen, and thankfully acknowledged 
the peculiar providence of God in this instance, 
that every circumstance should conspire to as- 
sist them at the latest period of time, that the 
ends and purposes of the visit might have been 
insweied. I have solicited my elder sister^ 
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being one of the party, to favour me with the 
particulars of the conversation that took place 
at this meeting, which I consider of some mo- 
ment, it being the day before his decease: I 
shall therefore insert her letter, without think- 
ing it needful to offer any apology. 

Dear Brother, 

* I have complied with your request in 
forwarding to you the particulars of the con-* 
versation which took place at the last visit, 
which Mrs. Burrell, myself, and Mr. Blake, 
paid to our affectionate father, as far as 1 am 
able to call the same to mind ; and for this 
purpose I have addressed the following lines to" 
you. On Wednesday, June the thirtieth, we 
arrived at Tunbridge Wells about four o'clock 
in the afternoon, and after taking some refresh- 
ment, we hired a post-chaise, it being extremely 
wet, to take us to Mount Ephraim, where he 
had taken up his abode. 

* Enquiring after my father's health, the ser- 
vant informed us he was sometimes better, and 
at other times worse, but very happy ; we de- 
sired her to. inform him that his children were 
come; he smiled and said, ^ Are they? tell 
them to walk up.' No one can express the 
sensations we felt on entering the room, but 
those who have experienced the like : wc 
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clasped oiir arms round 'his tneck, and kissed 
him, which he returned; but we wfere scarce- 
ly able to speak^ He then made particular 
enquiries after the family, asking us also, ho\r 
we came, and where we intended to sleep; 
saying, ' Why did not you come here first, that 
we might have procured you private lodgings?' 
We replied, ^ We did not come to trouble you, 
but to see you, and we have engaged beds at 

the Sussex Hotel.* 

» 

* Mr. B. said to him, * I hope. Sir, your 
work is not done, as there are many broughf 
to the birth, but not able to come forth :' he 
shook his head, and said, * My constitution is 
broken up,' and so it evidently- appeared to ns;' 
we were assured in our minds, he would never 
come out any more; and so I gave you to 
understand, when you met us at the stage on 
our return. I said, * Dear father, I wish I 
could follow you, as that is all I desire;' he' 
replie(f, * Keep there, and you will not loose' 
your hire.' After partaking of tea, he sent for 
us up again, and informc^d us, he had iiofr 
settled his affairs, but thought he should just 
live long enough to accomplish it, adding, * A* 
prudent man guideth his affairs with discre- 
lion/ 
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Wc drew nearer to him, as it was with diffi- 
culty we could hear him, he being so weak, and 
his mouth parched with fever ; after which he 
made a motion for some water, which was im- 
mediately given to him by Mr 13. He stretched 
put his hands, laying one on my sister, and the 
other on myself, and said, * You are my dear 
children, and I am glad to see you ;' wc were 
sensible that he had more to say, but we were 
anxious not to distress him. It being near his 
time of retiring to rest, we took our leave of 
him, he kissed us, and gave us his blessing, and 
we parted never to meet again in this world ; 
he followed us as far as his eye could reach, 
^nd bowing we withdrew^— does not this shew 

that we were near and dear to him ? 

» 

* Thus have 1 endeavoured to give you a 
short statement of this mournful visit, the truth 
qf which can be attested by the mouth of three 
Vitnesses; and more was not required under 
the old testament. My earnest prayer is, that 
the Lord will keep us low and humble in his 
jljght, and cause us daily to know our utter un- 
"VOrthineas, I have felt my sins a sore burthen, 
tpo heavy fpr me to bear, and mbne but God 
can remove them, and set me down happy in 
him. Hoping to have, an interest in the me- 
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rits and death of our Lord and' Saviour Jesus 
Christy 1 subscribe myself^ 

* Your aftectionate Sister, 

' B. BLAKE.' 

« 

The day fbllowing, the first of July, on# 
thousand eight hundred and thirteen, in the 
evening, he breathed his spirit forth into the' 
hands of his Redeemer ; and was interred, on 
the eighth of the same month, in a plot of 
ground belonging to, and adjoining Jireh Cha- 
pel, Lewes, Sussex. A short time previous to 
his death, he expressed a desire that, no words 
should be spoken over his grave, no funeral 
sermon preached on the occasion ; and that the 
pulpit should not be hung in black. He also 
endited his own Epitaph, in the following 
words— 

' Here libs the Coalheavbr, 
' Bklovbd of his God, but abhorred of men. 

' The Omniscient Judge, 

* At the grand Assize, shall ratify and 

' confirm this, to the 

* Confusion of many thousands: 

' For England and its Metropolis 

shall know, 
'That there hath ueen a Prophet 

AMONG them.' 



; TfijLi$ have I endea^nured^ with the limited 
means that I possessed, ef .gtvmgydu a. naked 
account ofhis last illness, JHis memory while 
life lasts, I shall ever have cause to revere; I 
desire ever to tread in his steps, and pursue the 
same track that he unceasingly followed for 
tbe.space'of forty: years. -And I hope: i^ever to 
be ashamed to acknowledge, that I am the son 
of a, Minister of the gospel^ at qnce so labo* 
XIQUS) and so abundantly u&efuL • 

E. HIINTINGTON. 
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Dear Mother and Father, Thames .Ditton, 

Sep. 4, 1779. ' 

This comes to let you know . that,we , je- 
tpived your last letter, and are both very well ; 
and have three children born to us, their names 
are, Ruth, Naomi, and Gad. We have been. 
in this place nearly three years, and have got 
a little house to ourselves, which we have had 
these two years. The Lord has been wonder- 
fully kind to us, has given us a pretty situa- 
tion, and between twenty and thirty pounds a 
year coming in, to live upon, nor do we work 
for it. Mary has not had any sickness since 
we have been here, nor I neither. 

We never lived so happy nor so well in our 
lives, as now we live in the enjoyment of a 
blessed Saviour; and have peace with our own 
consciences. We lived all our life-time until 

BSt 
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Wfthin these six years, ignorant of a precious 
Saviour, and always afraid of death and judg* 
ment as you are; but now, blessed be God, we 
know the meaning of this word ; " And de- 
liver them, wht) through fear of death, were all 
their life-time subject to bondage,'* Heb. it. 15. 
God hath gisren us repentance, and a spiritual 
birth. We did not know what it was to be 
born again by the Spirit of God, till we felt it 
in our own souls; but blessed, and for ever 
blessed be God, he hath given us the know- 
ledge of salvation by the forgiveness of our 
sins. 

The Lord hath taught us, that we must stand 
in the righteousness of Christ, instead of our 
own, which we never knew till lately : but the 
Lord hath shewed us that all our righteous- 
nesses are only filthy rags, Isa. Ixiv. 6; and that 
all who go to heaven must have the righteous- 
ness of Christ on them, Phill. iii. 8, 9- This 
righteousness is a gift, " And of the gift of 
righteousness," Rom, v.' 17, 18. Our righte- 
ousness is of God, *^ JJurely, shall one say. In 
the Lord have I righteousness and strength/* 
" Seventy weeks are determined upon thy 
people, and upon thy holy city, to finish the 
transgression, and to make an end of sins, and 
to make reconciliation for iniquity, and to 
bring in everlasting righteousness," Dan. ix. 
£4. This best robe that was put upon the pro- 



digal son, is put upon us, and if you do not get 
this wedding garment on you, you will be 
bound hand and foot, and cast out, Matt. xxii« 
13. Oh! *^ Seek the kingdom of God, and his 
righteousness," Matt. vi. 13; and this you must 
have on ypu here, before you die, and know it 
too, or you will not be able to stand before a 
heart searching God. All thy work will not 
save thee, ** For by grace are ye saved, through 
faith ; and that not of yourselves : it is the gift 
of God," Eph. ii. 8. 

Salvation from first to last, is the gift of 
God, *^ My peace I give unto you," says our 
Lord, " I give grace, and I give glory." But, 
say you, * What, cannot I do any thing ?' " He 
that will come after me,^ says Christ, ** must 
deny himself, and take up his cross, and follow 
me." All your own works is a sandy founda- 
tion, and when the flood of God's wrath comes, 
it will wash away the sand ; and 'your house| 
body and soul, will fall irrecoverably Aou 
must build all your hopes on the rock, Christ, 
or you will never stand before God. But you 
will say, * I must do my best, and Christ will 
do the rest;' but what says Christ, . while you 
lay your own works at the bottom, and Christ 
at the top ? He tells you, " On whomsoever this 
»toue shall fall, it will grind him to powder." 
You must be converted, and become as a littl? 
child, or you cannot see the kingdQm of God, 



MattL.^ .?cviii, 9, A\\ tfeat ^^ ft»VQ4 Wtts.ti be 
bornj agaip, an4 if you h^ve not the Spirit pf 
Christ, yqvt are none of his," J^otn. viu, 9. 
; Paul says. We are by nature ignorant pf 
God's righteou^sness^ and go about to establish 
one of our owri, Rom. x, 3. But, say you, * I 
sfln a sober, upright christian, and every body 
thinks well of me ;* but, the Lord aay«, You 
have have had the praise of men, you have had 
your rewa,rd ; " That which is highly esteemed 
amongst men, is abomination in the sight of 
G^d;'' and ** Wo," says the Lord, " unto you 
when all men speak well qf you." And thus 
dear Father and Mother, we have told you a lit- 
tle what th^. i>ord hath shewed ua ; and bless his. 
dear name, we feel his love in our hearts. I 
conclude in love to your souls, and all my 
brethren. Should be glad to see them, if the/ 
would come up. 

W. HUNTINGTON. 

P. S. Direct to us at Thames Ditton, near 
itingston, Surry. And if any of our brethren, 
like to come to see us, should be glad to sec 
them with all our heart. Our love to tUepi 
all. 
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LETTER II, 

f 

to THE SAME. 

...... 

Dear Father, Mother, and Brethren. 

Thames Ditton* 

Jan. IN), I7S0* 

Youtt kin^M^ttet came to us the 18th in- 
stant, awd was kindly received with joy ; we 
embrace this opportunity of answering it* We 
are very sorfy to hear of my Father and Mo- 
thftfi iltiiess, may the God of Abraham restore 
them to health again. Old age, my dear Fa* 
tier a»id Mother, mu^tby this time have greatlj^ 
impairnd your strength ; our Hf^ is but a' sha- 
dbur; but; " Tlie hoary head is a crown of 
gtory, if found in the way of' righteousness^:^* 
the Lord grant yours both* may ; Amen, sayi 
thy loving but unknown son. 

I am glad to hear my brethren are wfell ; may 
the Lord of all lords protect them, and we beg 
you will rememfeer our kind love to them in 
your letters. I, and thy lister, are* very glad 
to hear of thee, Benjanrrn; because thou art 
my youngest brother; and if thou wilt come 
into Egypt to see me, although I itn "Joseph, 
whom you knmv not, yet thy sister arid tny self ' 
\vould cook thee a mess five tim^s bigger than ' 
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the rest I should be glad to see thee, my bro- 
ther; your sister is in tolerable good health, and 
so am I, blessed be the Lord for it, and so are our 
little ones. The Lord hath sent us four chil- 
dren, two boys and two giris ; we were like to 
lose our little boy some time ago, it went off 
in a fit ; but God our kind Father, heard our 
prayers, anc)' restored it again to us, bless his 
most holy name for it. 

. His mercy has been wonderful in our behalf, 
both to our souls and bodies; and indeed I 
think God brought your sister to my hand at 
first, as much as he brought Rebecca to Isaac, 
and hath made her a comfortable companion 
for me, and a good wife, and I hope has given 
her the same blessing as he did to Sarak I 
hope also that God's grace has made me a com- 
fortable yoke-fellow to her. I have blessed 
and thanked God for her with tears, and she 
has room to bless him for me ; neither of u» 
repent* of our cpming together, for I verily 
believe M*e shall live together in everlasting 
day, through Jesus Christ. 

And no\Y,rny dear friends, I will tell you a 
little of theJL|0rd's deali^ngs with us. ^^bout 
scvea years ago I fell. .into gre^-t dii^tresa :of 
mind, I was ready to cry out wji^th David, " ThQ 
snares of., death compass me^ about, and th^ 
pains of' hell gat hold on m^ ;" fi^nd like him I 
proved, O Lord, deliver iny sj)uU: ♦ I trayail«^ 
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id this distress about a year and a half, labour- 
ing under a wounded spirit, and the fear of 
death ; but at length God has heard my prayers, 
and suddenly delivered me, and gave me such 
joy, peace, and comfort, as I shall never be 
able to express. I found the truth of this 
scripture, ^* The blood of Christ cleanseth 
from all sin,'' 1 John, i. 7. ; and do now know 
what the bible means by being born again, 
John lii. 7. There must be a repentance, Luke 
xiii. 3 ; and a conversion, before we can say 
Jesus Christ is our friend, Matt, xviii 3 ; Acts, 
iii. 19 : and this repentance my blessed Saviour 
gave to me, Acts, v. 31. 

For six years now I have had peace, and 
happiness in my soul with our blessed Saviour: 
and when the Lord delivered me, he gave me 
great understanding in his word, which I never 
had before, so tliat I was astonished at myself, 
and could say . with David, y I have more un- 
derstanding tlian all my teacher^ ; for thy tes- 
timonies are my meditat^ipn," Psal. cxix. 99 ; 
and with the prophet;. I saia|i^ "All thy childien. 
shall be taught of the Lord, and great shall be 
the peace of thy children.'', Oh, my dear fiitlier, 
mother, and brethren, may you find him to. be 
such a friend to you as h^ is to us ! He came 
into the world to s^ye sinpers, and is with all 
that truly seek him by prayer, until tlie end of 
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ihe Worl^ Matt ^xviii. SO; he i« the siame it* 
ways, Heb. xiii. 

After the biessed Saviour had given me ^ritrh 
understaDdmg in the dcrrpture, niatij people at 
times discoursed with me about the* things of 
God, and I told them what he had done for 
my souk Soon after these same good people, 
seeing and hearing the understanding I had in 
the word of God, was desirous of having" me 
ordaitied over them as a drsscn ting minister, 
which in time 1 consented to; and have a very 
large congregation in London; aid a room to 
myself there. I go once a week, but I live at 
Ditton, because I dislike London. I have 
been a minister about four years, and have gain- 
ed a settlement in* Ditton, ' belonging to thig" 
parish ; my salary is about sixty 'guineas a 
year. We live very 'plain, but Want for no- 
thing; we have Sufficient * to live upon, and 
contentment wiAi grace is great gain. Our 
hi3use we live in is small, rather 'too sniall/'but I 
hiave taken a larger- 'on^, with -a^gardeft to it, 
walled all-round,' to keen our 'children from 
the wicked- in this pldbe, and fot conveniencies 
of brewing, as my wife likes a garden, ind' 
wants to brew her own beer, Which' mW be* 
cheaper to us by fai* than' to buy 'it. The house 
is a very good one, with fotfr chambers, tXvo 
garretts^ a kitchen, parlour^ ifiewlrousc, and 



pintryj with cellar ; I had the lease very cheap 
indeed. 

Mary and I, hoth very much desire Ben- 
jamin to come and see us; here is no 
pressing. I have been hfere four years, and 
have not known a man pressed in the place. 
He might come up on the outside of the 
Blandford coach, as far as Hounslow, and 
I would meet him there ; and if he has no 
other than sea-faring clothes, let him send me 
word soon, and I will send him down a suit of 
my old ones, second mourning; they are not bad 
ones, he might come very safely in them, and I 
vill take care of him here. If he will come let 
him send me word what day the coach goes 
through Hounslow, and likewise where I sh^U 
send the clothes to. Wq have only had one 
letter besides this la«t, and X humbly confess 
my ingratitude, in not ai^wering of it before 
now ; but in studying, mpst things go out of 
my m ind. 

When we have weaned thie child, if God per- 
mit, some time in the summer, Maiy shall 
come down and see y6u. We shall go into our 
house in about a week or fortnight ; so we con- 
clude, wishing you all that itiercy, and peace, 
and goodness the Lord hath bestowed upon us. 
Into his blessed hands we commit you all, hop- 
ing your dear souls will find him your health, 
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strength; and portion for ever. Write soon, 

and I will answer it. We join in love to you 

alU 

W. HUNTINGTON 



LETTER III. 

TO MRS. M. 



Dear Friend, 

I HAVE from my heart blessed and thanked 
God, for his great condescension and goodness 
displayed in your behalf, and for delivering 
you from the hand of him that is stronger than 
you ; " The prey shall be taken from the migh- 
ty, and the lawful captive shall be delivered/* 
The hour of temptation has exercised all be- 
lievers more or less ; they have been accom-* 
plished in all the apostles, and in all their 
brethren that were in this world ; " Blessed is 
the man that endureth temptation : for when he 
is tried he shall receive the crown of life, which, 
the Lord hath promised to them that love him," 
James, i, 12. 

*' In the Lord, shall one S9.y, have I righte- 
ousness and strength : to him ^hall men come, 
and none that trust m him. shall be desolate." 
He is an able, a willin^^ a suitable^ and an all- 
sullicient Saviour ; and they that trust in his 
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name shall .never. be moved. That a sense of 
gratitude, and a lasting impression of your high 
obligation to Jesus, may rest with you, is the 
dpsire and. prayer of, Dear Friend, 

Your soul's well-wisher in Christ Jesus. 

VV. HUNTINGTON, 



LETTER, IV. 

TO MRS, E. M- 



Dear Friend, 

There was nothing at O— that was in the 
least disagreeable to me, all shewed me great 
attention; but going so far as B— out of my 
way, was a vexation, and the wet weather and 
dirty road I imagined would quite lay me up, 
and render me unfit, or unable to perform my 
journey, as I had but just before been recovered 
from a fit of sickness. But God's care is all- 
sufficient. 

There is not one word, my dear girl, in all 
the book of God, if rightly understood, against 
a sensible sinner, that feels the plague of his 
heart, and who is willing to be saved in God s 
own way, namely, by grace, through faith in 
Christ; "Whatsoever things were written a- 
foretime, were written for our learning ; that 
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^e through patience and coiinfort of ihi strip'- 
ture$ might have hope," Rom. xv. 4L If we 
belong to Christ, we shall soon kttow it ; for 
searching the heart, and trying the fains ; self^ 
denial, and the daily cross ; the furnace of af- 
fliction, and the enmity of the world; the 
hatred of hypocrites, the corruptions of nature, 
and the bufFettings of satan, will all come upon 
us, beset and pursue us, by day and by night ; 
and for no other cause, " But because I have 
chosen you out of the world/- Adieu. My" 
love to your husband, and reniember me to your 
father and mother, and all friends. 

W. H. S. S. 






LETTER V. 

TO MRS. M. 



Well, Sister M, and how do you do? 
What dost thou think concerning Jesus of Na* 
zareth, a man mighty in word and deed before 
God and all the people, who loved poor sinners 
with a love stronger than death, and who for 
our sakeia became poor, that we through hi» po- 
verty might be made rich, 2 Cor. viii. 9* Dost 
thou see any form or comeliness in him where- 
by he may be desired? Do thy thoughts go out 
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after bim, and hover Ifke a swarm of bees over, 
and about htm? Is there any desire in thy soul 
aftel- him? Histst thou ^t any wounds that 
want healing, any appetite that wants fillings 
any blindness that wapts removing, any hard« 
hess that wants tpelting, ^ny* grief that wants 
sootbing, arty^bts that want dkchargmg, any 
filth that wants purging, anjr spots that want 
washing, ahy knots that want untying, any 
bonds that want loosing, any brokpn bones that 
\vant binding up, liny faintings that require 
strength, any weak hands or feeble knees, or in 
short art thou full of wants and wanting? If 
so give me thine hand, and come up into the 
ehariot, and see my zeal for God. 

I am servant to the great Physician ; I visit 
my master's patients, enquire after their healthy 
Jay their various cas^s before him, carry out bis 
medrcines, and am an eye, ear, and living wit-^ 
ness of an innumferablC' number of wdnderfu) 
cures ; even the kprosy, the scurvy, the plague 
of the heart, and plague of the head* I attend 
conceptions, soul-labour, and soul-travail. I 
have- been at the birth of the new man, and tbe 
death of the old one. I have been a wet, and 
a dry nurse. I have attended miscarrying 
wombs, and untimely fruit like a snail, that has 
never seen light. 1 have made caudle for 
others when I have wanted it myself. I have 
given suck to strangers, and at times envied 
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eveiy drop they have siiMiUowed down. I hate 
been permitted to carry leaves from the tree of 
life, and gather fruit from the same every 
month, week, day, and hour, and sometimes all 
day long. I have been permitted to cany my 
Master's robe from place to place, among thfs 
ttie sick, and as many as have touched it have 
been made perfectly whole. 

And now as I have shewed you my country 
and my occupation, from whence I came, what 
people I am of, and my present calling; Is 
there any thing wanting in our way; Wliat 
sayest thou of thyself? Consider these things, 
weigh them well, and seek relief while it may 
be had. If thou art sensible of thy wants, then 
learn for the future to shew more lenity, be- 
coming thy high station ; severity seldom suc- 
ceeds, nor doth it spread the fame, or add ito 
the honour of the higher powers. Sister M. 
farewell, be of good comfort, seek the best 
treasure, the best way, and the best end* 
While I remain, with all due respect, distance, 
aiid submission. 

Your Greatness' most obedient, and most 
devoted servant for his sake> 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER VL 



Your last sent to —— > is now with tnt, 
Voa may protest that you die daily, for yoU 
have been often expecting death, and wonder- 
ing morning after morning, that it should be 
so long deferred; seeing the devil still insists 
upon it, that it is even at the doors, and that 
there is but one step between thee and it. 
However 1 differ much in judgment both froni 
the devil and .n- nm, ; I put these two together^ 
because what the former suggests, the lattet 
believes ; but both are liars^ and by no means 
to be credited, even if they Speak true,, for there 
&re seven abominations in them both* 

If a man is given up of God to Satan, he falls 
in the (irst onset, and never rises in his hiind, 
either to hope or confidence more i as was th« 
case with Judas, and many more that 1 hav» 
seen. But if satan is \tt loose, and suffered to 
buffet or tempt an elect sinner, the true light 
has discovered himj the quick^lniiig power of 
the Spirit makes us feel him, the power of the 
Spirit dislodges him, his armour 19 gOn^, this in-< 

C 
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fernal loyalty of the sinner is taken away, and 
he is made willing to forsake both satan and 
all his works. It is true such an awakened 
sinner feels his iumitly often rifce against God, 
but this arises from the application of the law 
working wrath, to which the carnal mind can- 
not he subject. It rises also from the sinner's 
Ignorance, expecting nctthrng from God but 
wrath and ruin, and which he is consciotis is 
his just desert Did he know that it is by these 
things men live ; that God dwells with thetn 
that tremble at his word ; that he is only given 
up to satan for the destruction of the flesh, that 
the soul npight be saved in the day when Christ 
shall manifest himself to him ; at which time 
he shall hear a more sweet, a more nrelodiotrt 
voice, than that which is heard in the secret 
place of thunder, according to this passage : 
" Thou ttirriest man to destruction, and sayest. 
Return ye children of men," Psal. xd. 3. 

Many a time has , arraigned himself, and 

cast, and condemned himself ; many bitte? 
things he has written and filed against himself; 
many aAvful conclusions has he drawn ; and 
iBaiiy fiery and fearful ends has he predicted, 
and expected, and still he is just where hti 

w^s : for as God has not invested , with 

the office of a divine judge, so he has not ra- 
tified nor executed any of hi* judgments; 
and it is well for us, that we arc not our own. 
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nof at out oWfa dispdsal. ' ^ ■ ■ ■ ' , fe iiof ** 
bankrupt, not a little child in strength, not kh 
idiot, not -f rAc among the dead yet ; wai tMs 
his happy ca^Vhe Would be out befdrehow^ fW 
this is all thkt li Granted : « Wheti tliey had n^ 
thing to pay, hfe ftaukly forgave them." »*• LUt 
the weak say, I anr strong." We must receire 
the kingdom of God, in the powei* of i^ 
as little childreri. If we will be wise, wie must 
become fools, that we may be wise ; and it isi 
the dead that have the promise, " Thy dead Ineit 
sbaH liver the dead shall hear the voice of tlie 
Son of Ood, and live.*' This is the spot where' 
you must come, and here God will bring yoii ; 
»* Th^y shall fifxd me when they shall seek mH 
with all the'rf heart :" and such will ascrrbe all 
glory arid po^t to God. 

Stripping work is ^all the laWouV, regcaretdllf- 
ing and renewing, converting and jiistifyirig'i 
repenting and loving, believing and uniting, 
will all be done in one minute. One act of 
faith in the dying love of Christ, will clothe 
you from head to foot. One overflowing sense 
of divine love builds us up, and establishes us; 
" Charity edifies/' One look to Jesus saves us ; 
" Look unto me and be ye saved.*' Send me 
word in the next how many times you baVe de- 
parted this life, since yow wrotf^ to "> ' **, yoxt 
heart ^ems bent to depart^ amd tc^ $:a8t is fW^ 
lot with the world— *this alsonhiBt fas^ve Gbdts 
amen; for all religious labour which we caii 

Ci 
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take up and jay down, is not worth one far- 
tlving« , You are in the hand of God, and sure 
I^a^ tli^p ■■ -r-* , cannot get out, nor can Sataa 
lOQse hin?. I will, and you shall, is the un^ltera-* 
ble language of God's covenant; and though 
thf rebe many devices ip a man's heart; "Never- 
theless the counsel of the Lord, that shall 
stand/' PrQv. xix. 2L 

Let uie have a line, but be sure not to devi- 
ate from the ancient custom; if you have any 
enlargements . or encouragements ; . any hopes 
qr expectatipns ; any visits, rays, glimpses, or 
greludes to better success ; be sure to hidq all 
these, and send me nothing but the dregs of the 
cask, the scum of the pot, and the dross of the 
furnace ; and let it savour of nothing bnt unbe- 
lief, rebellion and desperation, death and judg- 
ment; and by vomiting up these, you will ease 

your own stomach. 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER VII. 

TO MR. W. 



- I WAS not a little dismayed last night at 
iiearing the melantholy accounts, and badsuc- 
cess that seems to attend the poor trades-folks 
in business. I bcHeve that your path will never 
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be worse than mine has been ; hoWerier, it 
may not be always so; the prosperity of the 
wicked, and the adversity of the just, has ever 
been, and ever will be, a stumbling-block ta 
them that Gocl makes honest. Many such mi 
these have I seen, and bitter eye^-soiies' have 
they been to me ; but many of tiiese stumMmg? 
blocks are now -removed out .of my /way, 
they are no more: and although I. envied 
them in their life, yet I never once coveted 
their end, - 

Do not be dismayed, times may take a turn, 
and faith, prayer, and patience, do sometimes 
perform wonders ; and in this I may be permit- 
ed to contribute a little. Bread is to be given 
us, and our water is to be sure, Isa. xxxiii. 16; 
pluck up, and take heart. God bless you both, 

Youths very affectionately, 

. W.U. S.S. 



LfilTEU VIII. 

TO MRS. W. 

My dearly Beloved Daughter, 

Yoijr's came to hand, and I wish much 
to know how poor W. is. It has been my con- 
stant prayer, that the dispensation may be 



•2Q 

among ^tlie all things that work forgood* I 
bad an inolinatioa to h^ve c^W^d on him Tues>- 
day last; but much work oia my rRiudj aa<l np^ 
settled with the subject, I die^err^d it. Shoulc^ 
be glad to know how he is, and if he has any 
dvsire to see me, and where his hou^f^ is, fo|* \ 
know not. You might send 9>e s^ Imp by ^rs^ 
S. My besi; respects, to him^ JLqIs, ^d ^tccep|; 

ihesamefromv 

YQuri#tctipnftte Father, 

W. H, S. S. 
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I.E'ITpji IX. 

W) TH6:6AMB^, . 

Man is bom to trouble, and those that are 
bom again/ are hem -W additional troubles; 
but these trying times are the Lord's opportu* 
nities. He wijl b^ a very present help in trou- 
ble, and near to them that feel after him, and 
will be found of them; It is in the furnace 
tiiat be has chiosen usi, and in the furnace the 
fervour and energy of prayer appears ; and in 
the furnace God pron>ise$ to hear, to answer, 
fn4 to apl^npwl^dgi; the objects of his choice ; 



'* I will say, It is my people ; and they shall 
say, The Lord is my God/' I know thiji is a 
sore trial to thee, but faith is gold, and will 
never waste, corrupt, aor coosimie in the fiery . 
trial ; it is God's cash, and God's coin, and he 
will preserve it^ and enrich m hy it, and make 
it more strong, more bright, and more pred* 
ous, by all these exercises : and G6d will own 
it, honour it, and b!ess the fruits of it, when it 
has overcome and prevailed, 

Tliese tilings promote appetite, and make 
every bitter thing sweet; they collect our^ 
thoughts, they excite watchfulness, they keep 
us looking to God ; and every favour ot toketi 
from him is observed, admired, and 'ackndw-fc 
ledged with the most profound respect and gra- 
titude. In these times I always give myself 
uato prayer, and attend upon all 06casi6nk ttj 
this very thing ; and God has tiexriif fiiile8 m6 
yet, nor do I believe he ever will. "Arid I know 
that all these things have worked for tiiy ^bod*^ 
and they ever will termitfate In Gbif s Honour, 
and in our welfare. Let mfe kiiow h6w 5^r/ W. 
is. I shall continue my prdyers, and cotfclud^, 

Dear Naomi, 

Your's in Christ, r ,_, 
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liETTEIv X* 



TO THESAMB. 



Dear Naomi, 

I HOPE faith and patience will holdout; 
the furnace is to try these, but. grace and truth 
can stand the fire, when all counterfeit coin 
dissolves. It distinguishes between specula* 
tive and experimental knowledge ; between an 
assent of the mind, and faith in the heart; be* 
tween a good, and a false hope ; and between 
the joys of elated nature, and that of the Holy 
Ghost The furnace always dashes presunip* 
tion and conscience out of countenance, and 
stops the mouth of all prayer,, but that df the 
Spirit of supplication. In the worst of hours, 
we arc sure of support i if no joy, no peace, no 
love, no comfort, yet we are sure of strength ; 
^^ As thy days, so shall thy strength be \^ and 
our evidences are more clear, faith more strong, 
mad the peaceable fruits of righteousness more 
abundant afterwards. The furnace is not joy- 
ous, but grievous, neither are they any pleasure 
to God; but their is a needs be for them, and 
4epraved nature cannot do without them ; and 
the promise is, that the branch purged, shall 
bring forth more fruit 
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I have remembrance of thee in every prayer 

of mine, making request in thy behalf; and 

am fully persuaded of thy deliverance in 

God's own time. Farewell, be of good com* 

fort, for they that fear God shall come forth of 

them all. 

Youths aiFectionately, 

W. H. S S, 



LETTER XI, 

TO THE SAME. 



Downham. 



Dear Housekeeper, 

We have just received tidings that we 
have got rid of the lease of Providence Chapel, 
which' I am glad of at my heart; ^wid I do be- 
lieve that we shall see the good hand of God in 
this conflagration, as many here are receiving 
benefits from x)ur visit thjs way, which the fire 
served to hasten ; for I did .not intend coming 
so soon, nor staying quite so long, had I HQt 
been burnt out of my nest. The long -fast jn 
London will spur them on to liberality. .:^ 

The leper, under the law, that had in his 
own eyes but one spot, \vas utterly unclean; 
but when he was covered all-.over with scurf, 
from head to foot, he. was clean, and was to be 
pronounced so, Levit. x=iii. Little spots need 



not the gr€9i Phytici»n> tmt wibea ^ow whole 
oatut^ Is iai4 open, we are 4evU$ indeed ; and 
none in earth pr heU, appear half sp bad^ Tbia 
isXfod'ji teacbingi and blessed learning iti«i 
there h no guiles deceit, ot hypocriay in these 
wholesome lessons. We see, we feel^ we ra^f 
we lament the pollution, and tremble at the 
consequences ; and with such trembling ones 
will God dwell; this makes the heart and 
mouth honest, conscience tender, and the Sa<- 
iriour precious. Such as these, and no other, 
will Christ accept 

^ Sinuers are high in his esteem. 
And /sinners highly value him/ 

Accept ipy love, 

w: H. S. S. 
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LETTER XII. 

What the poor man says, is true in me, 
The Lord took great pains to engross my whole 
soul, and pleasingly captured every aiFection j 
every thought, and every sense* All my will, 
my wishes, my desires, and every appetite was 
replenished, satisfied, and filled with real sub- 
stance. Under this I became crucified ^^ 
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deU to ai} CMatuwa, Md te all . things. Not 

thisg iseemed to be alive ib heaveit or eartbi 

within-mexurMrkfaout, but Cbri&t himself. Ui$ 

preBe&c^ filled my soul, his gl ory coyered the 

heavens, and the eacdi was fuU of bis praise. 

Sin Wis 'puFged, devjls hanisbed, death swal^ 

lowed up, hetlvOt^ .of sight and out of ffiiod^ 

mA wety 4»)|TUf tion of mttiire dead aad tmri* 

ed{ oo revival or resurrect ioa ever thought of, 

much'les^ e^Epected ; and as I fblt 90 I dreanw 

€d,^ and n^ I sung;- and as i then thcmght, aU 

the pito|jhecies and promise! sung the same. 

jBut thi^ was thinking, and speaking as a 
1, fof it WAS npi^pre t^an the day (ff our 

e^u|aa}§ I i^^4 aQ> waf phful, ^ni attentive, aa4 

tfiPi^ex W9d Al^ lord's (jealings^ that no enemy 

p^rpka^ed iQe, bt^t ai) addition of oil was poured 

ia ; and «ot ft (ear eKcept th^ tears of love a94 

jay, wr* «»flfcped to hang on my chceH, Bitf 

;k)q]9l tb0$^ jpy§ were mingled with bittenies9y 

the whple crop of cprrupt^qn shewed their heads, 

kga) bppd^^ and ^lavish fear returned, %\i^ 

4eyil api^ared to rf^Tenter his hoiise, a throne 

ef grace became irksome, prayer was 8traitened» 

%nd I met with neither relief nor release. My 

Lord became shy, and appeared tp shun me; 

" I sought him but I found him not, I called 

him, but he gave me no answer." My old 

task-master often saluted me, not with a, * How 

do you do Doctor,* but with a, " Where is 
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now thy God?*' and then set the great txMXiS- 
gression before me, and insisted upon it that 
I was the roan ; and as the Advocate did not 
silence him, he went on lying, for in my mouth 
were no replies, nor reproofs. 

At this time, I had put my hand to the 
plough, and was now looking back ; this work 
had brought the eyes, the malice, and the. ccm* 
tempt of fools upon me, which made me afraid* 
In this plight I went to coal-carrying, harder 
work, and worse living,, and my apparel like 
that of a Whitechapel bird-catchen Thb was 
truly Peter's strange thing that happened unto 
me, 1 Pet iv. 12; but after many cfciys he came. 
again, when I was quite overwhelmed, and 
bropght heaven, and all the glories of it, with 
him ; and abode many days, and told me be* 
fore he went away, saying, '" I know thy tri- 
Ijulation, and thy poverty, but thou art rich.'* 
One thing appeared strange to me, which was, 
that in my happiness the whole contents of the 
bible seemed to be eternal comfort; but in my 
misery it seemed to contain nothing but tribu- 
lation : ind as it appeared that we must enter 
the kingdom through much tribulation, I chose 
to endure it, rather than miss him at last. 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XIII. 

I Received your letter, and am thankful 
to God that the fire did no more, damage ; 
God's hand shall be known toward his servants. 
We have finished our mowing, and are pretty 
well settled for the present My. good God is 
amazing kind to his. poor^ unworthy servant ; 
every obstacle is out of the way, between my. 
soul and her Grod ; the path of life is cast up ; 
the mountains of Sinai and of sin, are made 
low ; the valley of the shadow of death is ex- 
alted; and immortality is brought to ligJit. 
A glorious hope, and a mass of corruption which 
formerly appeared such a crook, now lays 
straight ; the one discovering the other, the 
one exalting the other, and the one reigning to 
the final destruction of the other ; " The elder 
shall serve the younger," the old man shall 
serve the new one. Sin shall make us pray, 
watch, and wait ; and prayer shall support, 
strengthen, and incre^e faith ; and faith shall 
overcome the world. 

The devil has but two main springs in all his 
usurped empire, which are corrupt affections, 
and carnal enmity ; orin plain English, a love 
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to sin, and hatred to God. I do get clearer and 
clearer, deeper and deeper into these things; 
and every seal that is open to me, I am like 
the Boanergesps in the Rdvelaltions, I cry, 
" Come and see :" but I am oblig^ed to cry 
tiro or three t^mes^ before they Ga&^ be idade to 
see Bs I do« } am thankful to God fof this ; 
formerly he inclined my be&rt rimeli to lading, 
bdt novr my eyes waxitrg dihi, he leadsf m/ 
ifiind ^onderfally by thinking; and Aiy teftta- 
and subjects^ come flying into my aiind' gene- 
iially this wdy* 

It is a stf anogie passagie in Habakktik' ; . '^ Th<n» 
tronndesC the head out of the house of the 
wicked, by diseovering thd foutidaticm unto 
the neck," Hab. iii* 15. The curstd head in 
the whole house of the wrcked \i satan, aft 
€hrist is the head of the church; Ghri»f briti^ 
ed and wounded this head, that ii^, marked all 
his plans. The foundation of sataxi' s eiAptre^ is^ 
love to siir, and hatred to God ; aid ccfrrupt 
affections is the bond of iniquity, or the tieck 
that holds that head, and the house of the wick* 
ed together : this, this the Lord diicover^^ and 
this light wounds the head, bruises the heel, 
chafes the infernal mind, and translates us from 
darkness to light ; and this translation n>ars the 
schemes and plots, contrived by the wise bead 
of the serpent But this work shall go on; 
Christ is still in his war-chariot, riding forth to 
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conquer. ^ He shftll wduBd tfaei head aver dU 
vers countries ; he shall drink of the brook in 
the wy ; therefore shall he lift up the head/' 
and pursue his victories. 

THE DOCTOR. 



LETTER XIV. 

TO MR. H. W, 
Beov Sir» Cricklewood. 

YouR*^s csimie to hand, but I haire been 
busy in writing a funeral discourse delivered 
at the interment of my invaluable friend, 
the Rer.. Mn Jenkins. I know but little of the 
general profession of the present day. The 
Almighty brougitt me mider his discipline^ 
himself alone ; he supported me under it ; and 
in bis- tender mercy, he delivered me himself in 
his own time ;, so that the whole of my religion 
came from the fulness of God my Saviour. 

I was once, for a few months, cast among 
a company of fashionable professors, who 
had prayer -meetings, experience - meetings, 
and^ examining^meetings, and they got me 
for a while among them 'y and this is well 
if carried on by spiritual men. But these to 
whom I allude were not such in my judge- 
ment; I therefore left it off, and came out 
from among them ; for pride, ostentation, and 
bowing the knee to compliment God, in order 
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to gain the applause of meOi iS| in tny sight 
most abominable. God Almighty has kept me 
from this ; and of this be assured that the whole 
* mystery of all real godliness is, *• God manifest 
in the flesh/^ 

The doctrine that is according to godliness, 
is, Christ in his divine attributes ; Christ in his 
office-character; Christ in the different branch- 
es of his finished salvation ; and Christ in that 
near relationship that he stands in to us poor 
sinners, such as Father, Saviour, Redeem- 
er, Brother, Bridegroom, and Husband- The 
power of godliness is^ the Spirit of Christ in 
us ; the gain of godliness is, to have God for 
the portion of our souls. All religion must lay 
in communion and fellowship with the Father, 
and his dear Son* And this fellowship is joint- 
interest ; we have God's love, and he has our 
love ; we have Christ's salvation, and be ha^ 
our faith, trust, hope, glory, and praise. We 
have the Spirit's witness and comforts, and he 
has us for his abode; we arc the temples of the 
Holy Ghost, 1 Cor. vi. 19. To espouse souls 
to Christ, are ministers sent ; and they must 
be hearty friends to the bridegroom, who are 
successful in this work. 

Sweet is that religion that lays between 
Christ crucified, and the sinner's conscience- 
The great physician, and a vvounde^ s -it; 
the good shepherd, and the lost sheep ; the per- 
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Hhing prodigal^ ^nd the fatted calf^; the cott^ 
demnec) crimhial^ and the Lord (mt righteous* 
ittss ; the fn^my to God, and the reeonciler. 
What a meeting, what a match, ai^d what A 
sireet joint do the»e two parties make, when 
jotHed together, and made one spirit Thf9 is 
what all seekers in Christ should aim at, this h 
the vital part ; " And !, if I he lifted! up,** sayii 
Christ, ^* ^ill-draw all men tmto mt." Tfo ^^ 
uflfited to him, aaF the branch is to the vinej 
which receives all its life and frjiit from th^ 
root and stock, this is sweet indeed, and is our 
sure abidiTig ; and without being in the vine, 
and abiding therein, we can do nothing. But 
too many aimata^ikir shew in the flesh, and no 
more; and if by this they obtain the witness 
of men, and their approbatron, they seem pleas- 
ed and contented. But when temptations come 
W, wheti *in revives, when conscience begins 
lii$ reproaches, when fears are awakened, and 
terrors suxraand us-^-ali this external app^ar-^ 
aace bl^sts^^ >vither$^ and fade^ away. 

Private retirement; watching the band of 
God, b'jth within and without ; calling oOf 
his blessed name in the secret closet : acknow'^. 
ledging every favour, both in providence antl 
grace, by thankfulness, by . blessing*, and? 
praises ; reading his word and meditating upoit> 
it i feeling after him in trouble, and confessing 

D 
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what I find amiss-^these have been the simple 
means by which my soul has been kept alive 
to this day ; and 1 beUeve that I shall never 
die. 1 do not know the gentleman that has 
dismissed you from his flock ; I was about 
three times in company with his father, more 
than thirty years ago, but never since. We are 
to depart from fro ward men, who have not the 
lips of knowledge, Prov. xiv, 7. Grace and 
peace be with all that love the blessed Sa* 

viour. 

Your's most aiFectionately, 

W, HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER XV. 



Chureh Street, Paddingtott. 

Your's came safe to hand. You fear of 
failing of the grace of God ; this fear often 
springs from a knowledge of one's own heart, 
and the desperate dcceitfulness of it ; from 
pious suspicion, and godly jealousy, and well 

becomes the young , as it is a spur to his 

prayers and enquiries. It excites a desire of 
being searched And tried, and led in the way 
everlasting. It is planted there to keep thee 
from stopping short, from settling on the old 



93 

legal bo ttotxi, and from resting in thy former 
attainments. It will make thee forget those 
things which are behind, and keep th^e press- 
ing after those things which are 'before. Be 
thou in this fear alLthe diy long, that thou 
mightest not depart from him* 

A hypocrite, is a stage-'player ; the part that 
he always acts, is that of a saint of God, as 
the devil does : that of an elect angel. He is 
one, that begsl at th«.door of mercy, but rievex 
hungered after the bread of life, nor the righ-, 
teousness of Christ, having never felt the sting 
of death, tiof the curse of a brolceh law. He 
covets the uame.of a saint, but in heart ihates 
the grace that is in him. .He mocks God ia 
words, and men in appearance — it is all to. be 
seen of men. His mouth goes one way, ^ and 
his heart another ; with the former .he dti^s 
near to God, with the latter he is far from hini. 
His outward appearance,is righteous beforemen, 
his inv/ard, extortion and excess; his religion; 
is all in the crowd, none in the closet. . He 
cannot believe, because he seeks honour from 
men, and not the honour that cometh from God 
only, John, v. 44. He groans much under a? 
sermon, but never sick nor sorry; he ofn 
ten turns up his eyes to God, but nOt one 
thought or aifection with him. He is swift to 
speak, and slow to hear ; often ia raptures, but 

D2 
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neveftn contrition* quick-sighted in the faults 
of others, but blind to all his own ; sees a mote 
in a rival, and overlooks a beam in self* He 
loves to be flattered^ but hates to be searched ; 
talks much of relieving the poor, but steals 
half that is in the poor's bag ; cannot endure 
wzste in the ointment, but sells innocent blood 
for half the value. He strains at a gnat, and 
flwaUows a camel; he treasures up wrath in 
religion, and cries not when God binds him for 
his dissimulation. 

To love the Lord above every object, is 
doubtless the criterion of a saint ; but as the 
carnal mind is enmity, and as the law stirs that 
enmity up, it is not expected to be found in an 
,awakened soul, whea the anger of God appears 
against it, and servile fear is predominant; 
which fear always has the wrath of God for its 
object, as filial fear has the goodness of God 
for the object of it. Moreover, all the time we 
doubt whether God loves us, or no, our love 
will be clogged, it will be smoking flax ; but it 
will not flame till a sense of God's love to us 
draws it forth. We may love a creature that 
does not love us, for nature loves nature, and 
corrupt affections love corruption, *' With my 
flesh, I love the law of sin }*' but we cannot love 
God, till he loves, or discovers a love to us : 
moreover, " Where little is forgiven, the same 
loveth little." Again, love works according te 
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the prc^ortioB of faith ; if faith be weak^ love 
will be languid ; if strong, love will be warm, 
for faith works by love, Gal. v. 6. 

There must be a love to him, where there is 
a i«stle6Sines$ for him, a. dissatigfactiojQ with 
every thing short of him, and an earnest desire 
for him, and the heart making diligent search 
after him ; ^^ O thou whom my soul loveth, tell 
»e where thou feedest, where thou makest thy 
flock to rest at noon," Cant. i. 7. But that 
which swallows up all our love, is a love-vistt 
from Christ, when he visits us with his free, 
and full salvation ; and faith in full exercise re* 
ceives it, with a sense of God's love to us, shed 
abroad in oiur hearts*— then, ** Whom, having 
>^ot seen, ye love ; in whom though now ye see 
him not, yet believiog^ ye rejoice with joy un- 
•peakable, and full of glory/' } Pet i. 8. 

W. H. 



LETTER XVI. 

TO MR. T: 

Church Street 
Dear Sir, 

' I RECEivJED thy kind epistle, but have 
been out of town this week. I should be glad 
to see the weather settled before I undertake 
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SO lonj» a journey ; however, toward the latter 
end of next week, will send you my appoint- 
ments, as soon as I can procure a supply in my 
absence. I hope to see you in about eleven 
days, but cannot be certain; because I am so at 
a loss to get curates in my absence. 

I would wish to put the dissenters at B. to 
no inconvenience on my account, nor to bring 
any odium on them, for harbouring, counte- 
nancing, or encouraging such a one as myself. 
My God is the same to me, whether in a barn, 
or in' a cathedral. Your barn would be the best 
by far, as that can give no offence, and will 
contain the people ; whceas, if the weather be 
fine, the other will not : however, I shall leave 
this matter with you, only wish to be no in- 
truder. Legions are in expectation of the Coal- 
heaver at G. and I believe that God will not 
let me travel thither in vain. Farewell, may 
providence and grace be the support and com* 
fort of thee and thine, me and mine^ is the 
prayer and desire of. Dear Sir, 

Youjr willing servant in Christ, 

W. H. S. S, 
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LETTER XVII. 



TO THE SAME. 



Dear Sir, 

I RECBivED thy kind letter, and thy kind 
offer, and humbly thank you kindly for both. 
I hope ever to acknowledge with gratitude^ your 
many, unmerited favours to me, and to have you 
in remembrance before God, in my. poor im- 
perfect petitions ; for this is all that those who 
are poor in pocket, and rich in faith,, can* do* 
I have got a bad cough and cold upon me, 
which generally falls to my share ii^ the winter 
season ; but a good hope through grace, more 
than counterbalances all bodily afflictions. There 
is a mansion above, prepared for poor sensible 
sinners, where the inhabitants shall no more 
say, " I am sick-" Excuse haste. Dear Sir, as 
it is Friday afternoon. 

Ever your's to serve you 

in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XVIIL 

TO THE SAME. 

My d^ftr Friend, 

. Gbacx* mercy, ind peace be with thee. I 
take this opportunity of infortning thee, that 
I atii somewhat: better of my cold, and hopfc 
to bit out to-morrow, though I am rather 
hoarse. My God has been good to me in this 
affliction, and does, (to the honour of his 
name be it spoken,) maintain my heart in 
faithf and my soul in hope ; and suffers not 
my confidence to be shaken, or moved. Ah, 
my dear friend, the Lord Jesus is a present 
help, and an unchangeable friend, when all 
other refuges fail, when all earthly comforts 
vanish, and when our souls shall say, I have 
BO pleasure i|i them. 

I bless my God, I know whom I have be* 
lieved ; and I know that he will own, and ac- 
knowledge me to the end : and my earnest 
prayers are for you and 3'our's, that you may 
share in the saving benefits of a, dear Redemer's 
cross, as the only refuge from satan's rage, from 
a guilty conscience, and from the anger of God. 
The prophet tells us, he is a hiding-place from 
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the stonDy i corert from the tempest ; and the 
tfhadour of a great rock in. a weary land, Isa. 
xxxii. 2. And such he has long been to poor 
unworthy me, ^id my prayer is, that he may 
be the same to you ; that he may reward you 
in your own bosom, ten thousand fold, for all 
your undeserved, and unexpected favours to 
me, bis poor unworthy servant I send these 
few lines by my friend Mr. 6. with whom you. 
dined at my house, who has been ill, and who 
is going a tour into the country for the air« 
God bless thee, and keep thee, so pray^. 
Thine afSsctiouate friend and 
aervant in the Lord Jesus. 



J-J - 



LETTER XIX. 

TO THB SA&f£. 

* 

Dear Sir, 

I WISH grace, mercy, and peace to thee, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. I have no 
other way at present of acknowledging thy 
manifold favors by the hand of Mr. A. to me, 
but by a line of thanks and prayer— in this way, 
if thou wilt have patience with me, I will pay 
theealL 
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' I humbly hope that as the Lord hath incli- 
ned thy heart to lend assistance to the addition 
of our little Chapel, that he will vouchsafe to 
give you a meeting, a blessing, and pay you a 
comfortable visit whenever you come among 
us ; and I know that one such visit will abun- 
dantly recompence all thy kindness to me : 
*^ In his favour is life, in his presence fulness 
#fjoy, and at his right hand pleasures forever^ 
more." The hardest work is for the sensible, 
self-despairing, and sin-burthened soul, to ob« 
tain the first visit. Shame covers our face, guilt 
fills us with confusion, corruption annoys us ; 
law, conscience, and satan accuse us ; unbelief, 
and carnal reason, contradict us ; so that there 
is no getting at the dear Redeemer for the press. 
AH the enemies croud about the strait gate, and 
make it so narrow, so contracted, and so diffi- 
cult of entrance, that it requires knocking, imr 
portuning, and striving too ; " Strive to enter 
in at the strait gate," says the dear Lord and 
Saviour. 

Indeed it is a sight and sense of our lost 
estate, and the accusations that we feel, that 
should drive us to the Advocate and Saviour ; 
" The kingdom of Heaven sufFereth violence, 
and the violent take it by force." A labouring 
and heavy-laden sinner, with a mouth full of 
confessions, pleading guilty like the publican j 
and pleading the blood of Christ, the invita- 
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tions and promises of God, the covenant of 
grace, and God rich in mercy in Christ Jesus— 
is as terrible and as formidable at mercy's door, 
as an arn^y with banners. Such a sinner cuts a 
noble figure at a throne of grace, and is sure at 
a long run to carry the day ; " In due time ye 
shall reap if ye faint not ;" and faithful is *he 
that hath promised, who also will do it. 

The best weapon in this combat is. faith, the 
next is importunity, and the third is patience; 
" It is good that a man patiently wait, and qui- 
etly hope for the salvation of God :" and sooner 
or later the Saviour will be won and overcome 
too^ ** Turn away thine eyes from me," saith 
he to the spouse, " for thou hast overcome me ;** 
and he is the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. ' ; • 

Dear Sir, Farewell. The Lord bless thee, 
and accompany these scraps with his bles&ing. 
To encourage and comfort thee is the prayer 
and desire of, thy much obliged Friend, and 

Willing servant in Christ Jesus, 

W- HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER XX- 

TO THE SAME. 
Tq my dear Friend, 

Wishing the best of blessings, the grace 
mad mercy of our God in Christ Jesus, and the 
enjoyment of all other blessings which are the 
fruits and eflfects of it; all promised and freely 
given to poor sensible sinners who feel their 
need, and call upon our Lord Jesus Christ for i(;« 
This is the best Chri;stmas box, the best wish^ 
the best treasure; and to be visited of God 
with these is the best compliment of the seasoii, 
and nothing short of this can procure or securp 
a happy new year. 

And now what new years's gift am I to send 
him, why, " The Lord hath created a new 
thing in the earth, a woman shall compass a 
man," Jer. xxxi. 22. To us this child is born, 
to us this son is given ; he is given as our sure« 
ty to pay our debts, to clothe the naked, to heal 
the sick, and to give life to the dead. This is 
the best new year's gift that ever was given, 
and it is a gift that will last for ever. 

I am trying hard to begin this ensuing new 
year by seeking the face of Christ by humble 
prayer and confessions, and if I can enter upon 
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it under the light of his couQtenancei and with 
a seaae of his approbatioa and of his presence i 
I defy the world to make a better beginnifig 
than I shall. And I am in hopes> by what I 
have felt this mornings that I shall not seek in 
vain. L. told me that you said I seemed to 
kive cast you oif^ as I had not written to you^ 
but you do not consider my mnch labour at 
this time of the year s and besides I have been 
Tery poorly with a cold and fever ; nor am I 
well now, far from it Poor J. is very ill, and 
almost blind with a cold. I am going for a 
week or ten days into Sussex ; at my return I 
hope to see you, if you will do me the pleasure. 
I t&ank you kindly for my malt Farewell, 
grace and peace be with thee, so prays, 

Your's affectionately, 

W. H. S. S* 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 



My poor dear Friend, 

Merct and peace be with thee, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, our only Mediator and 
Advocate. My hearty prayer, and desire is, 
that thou mayest obtain mercy of our dear Re- 
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d€emef, through faith in his name ; and he de-* 
Krered by him from the malice and furious as- 
saults of sataii, who goes about, seeking whom 
he may devour. Christ -was manifest in- the 
fleshy to destroy the works of the devil, and he 
says, he will take the prey from the. mighty, 
and deliver the' lawful capture; and conteadt 
with him that contends with' us, andi rescue us 
from the hands of him that is stronger than we^ 
I wish my poor old friend to give his mind 
to reading, and that he would be often calling 
on the name of oiir Lord Jesus. Christ, i If you 
read the four evangelists, «you will there observe 
how many, with different cases and complaints," 
come with their petitions to him; a»d how they 
all prevailed; so that not one was sent empty 
away:, and the scriptures say, that Jesus Christ 
is the same yesterday, to-day, and for even 
However feeble, or incorrect oiir poor prayers 
may be, yet the searcher of hearts knows our 
wants, and what we stand in need of. More- 
over, I could wish you to come and stop a 
month with us, you shall be Jieaf tily welcome j 
and my study and books, are at your service all 
the time I am in town. Farewell, peace and 

truth be with thee. 

Ever your's, 

W.II. S,8, 
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LETl'ER XXII. 

TO THE SAME. 

t 

My Dearly Beloved Friend, 

I WAS glad iat my heart to hear from you, 
and to see your hand-writing once more. Fret 
not at being low, God brings low, and lifts up; 
he wounds, and he heals ; he kills, and makes 
alive; and blessed are they that trust in him, 
through Christ Jesus, in whom God is re- 
conciled to sinners, and in whom he is welU 
pleased. 

Paul tells you, that God shewed forth all 
long-suffering toward him, as a pattern to 
others, who should believe on him to life ever- 
lasting; and therefore asserts, " This is a 
faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, 
that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners ; of whom," says he ^' I am chief, '^ 
1 Tim. i. 15. And the Saviour says, " I came 
not to call the righteous, but sinners to repent- 
ance: the whole need not a physician, but 
they that are sick." Such, and only such, Jesus 
Christ calls to ; " If any man thirst, let him 
come unto me, and drink." " Come unto me 
all ye that labour, and are heavy laden, and I 
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^ill give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, 
and learn of me ; and ye shall find rest unto 
your souls.'* 

I was glad at my heart, to see your hand^ 
writing once more; for God knows that I 
have ever longed after your soul's welfare, 
and put up many such poor petitions as 
mine are, in your behalf, when I thought 
the enemy of souls was carrying you cap- 
tive, as was too often the case. I beg the 
young Ladies pardon for not mentioning them 
in my last, but it was through hurry, and not 
through slight or disesteem. If I should not 
be favoured with your company, I do intend to 
see you some way or other, ere the cold weather 
comes on too sharp. Satan has never laid 
harder at you, than he has at me ; nor is your 
misery greater than mine has been ; yet, here 
am I to this day, blessing for a free, and an 
everlasting salvation. Manasseh's witchcraft, 
Paul's murder and curses, Mary's seven devils, 
the poor thief's murder and insurrection — ho, 
nor the mad Gaderene's legion of devils, could 
stand before the omnipotent arm of the Son oF 
God, and sinners only Saviour. God for ever 
bless thte and thine, so prays, 

Your's to serve in Christ 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETFER XXIII. 

TO THE SAME. 
Dear Friend, The Cabin. 

Am sorry to hear that you are so much de- 
bilitated ; I was in hopes that I should have 
seen you before now, as I think you might be 
able to sit in a carriage. Who knows but this 
long affliction may be a visiting sin with a rod, 
and iniquity with scourges ? it may be in yery 
faithfulness that thou art afflicted. 

God is near to them that feel after him, and . 
lie says, ** In their affliction they will seek me 
early." His afflicting hand, and his displeasure 
are to be found in a troubled mind, in a dis- 
quieted conscience, and in the workings of a 
misgiving heart ; and when confessions and 
pVayers are made to him for what has been 
clone amiss, there, that is in the mind and con- 
science, he is to be felt after. He promises to 
look to them that tremble at his word, and to 
dwell with them that are of a broken heart, to 
revive the spirit of the humble, and to revive 
the heart of the contrite ones, Isa. Ivii. 15. 
This promised looking to us, dwelling with us, 
and reviving of us, are the things that we 
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should feel after ; and Paul says, " He is not 
far from every one of us." 

I have no doubt but the devil in this afflic* 
tion will drive you hard, he is always most busy 
in the troubles of poor sinners, as may be seen 
in the case of Job ; but the word and counsel 
of God that shall stand ; Christ saves to the 
uttermost all them that come unto God by him, 
Heb. vii. 25. 

The salvation of Manasseh, Magdalen, the 
thief upon the cross, and the Apostle Paul, are 
left upon record for a pattern to them that 
should hereafter believe on the Lord Jesus 
Christ to life everlasting, 1 Tim. i. l6. Paul 
stiles himself the chief of sinners, and well he 
might ; but the atonement of Christ is of infi- 
nite value and efficacy, and it cleanses from all 
sin ; those that are ready to perish, the lost, 
and those that are dead in trespasses and sins, 
are invited to the fountain that the Son of God 
hath opened. Nor doth God expect either 
worth or worthiness in those that come to him, 
for there is no such thing in man; God aims at 
magnifying his own mercy, and at the display, 
ing of the riches of his own grace in Christ 
Jesus, in his good will and goodness towards 
us through the only Mediator, If my dear 
Friend wishes to see me^ I will come down the 
first opportunity. 

Your's very afFeotionately, 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTEH XXIV. 

TO MR. B. 

belovc4 of God, Paddington. 

When I came home last night, all the con* 
tents from B. M^ere safe arrived, for which I 
send you my hearty thanks, and hope ever to 
acknowledge the same with gratitude and love.. 
The Lord is doing wonders among us^ by the 
instrumentality of his much despised servant, 
which affects me not a little, and dissolves my 
heart into self-abasement^ and spiritual grati-^ 
tude to my condescending rJod* 

A man whoj in my trouble about ^ was 

the most bold, daring, and insolent gainsayer I 
had, and who left me, had a wife, a poor, 
meek, sorrowful soul, who seldom spoke, and 
who could never lift up her head. Her hus-». 
band has often said he hoped she would die 
first, for she was too meek to live, and so de- 
jected that she would never be able to get her 
bread ; but he could never draw her away from 
my ministry* though he left me himself. A 
few weeks ago she was taken ill, and in her ill* 
Dess shewed such wisdom, judgment, expe-^ 
nence, faith, love, humility and simplicity, m 
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astonished all beholders ; and so she was borft 
a second time on her death-bed, and went to 
heaven in her first love. A few days after, 
her husband fell into black despair, and there 
he will lay, I think, to all eternity; he sets un- 
der me now, and has been up to my house to 
speak to me, but I would have nothing to do 
with him, for he rejoiced in Zion's calamity, 
And joined with the wicked in it. 

A young woman, remarkably well dressed, 
and a very attentive hearer/ came seven or 
eight months ago to Providence Chapel, to 
Jiear me ; and some time after she told a friend 
of mine that she had been a hearer of the word 
for thirteen years, but never till within these 
liine months, had heard the word for herself. 
Several people took notice of her uncommon at*s 
tentian, and being a stranger, and never speak- 
ing with any one. She often, however, spoke 
to the woman that looks after the vestry, and 
told her the wonders which God had done for 
her, and the earnest desire she had of speaking 
to me ; and of a certain young man, who had 
lately thrust himself into the ministry, whose 
life and conduct she knew, and who behaved 
so ill one night at Monkwell Street, that I 
spoke to him twice, and (br which he has much 
abused me, and to whom she wrote an awful 
letter, telling him of his state, and daring pre- 
sumption. About ten days ago she came to 
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my door to see me, but the name being strgnge 
to me, and being engaged in my study, I did 
not see her. Last Sunday morning a person 
was sent to inform me, that she was no more, 
and that she was in endless glory before she 
closed her eyes in death ; the person who 
brought the tidings, found his heart too big to 
relate them. 

As soon as this messenger was departed, came* 
also another young woman, to bring the sacra- 
mental ticket of a poor old member of ours, 
who used to go with crutches j I think slie 
came out of some part of Sussex. The daugh- 
ter came up but last week to see her, and it 
was to find her aged mother leaving the stage 
of time, and to be a witness that God is faith- 
ful, and his word true when he .says, "Mark 
the perfect, and behold the upright, for the end 
of that man is peace ;" and again, " Precious 
in th^ sight of the Lord, is the death of his 
saints." Whether the daughter knew any thing 
of the life of faith I know not, but she saw 
clear enough, tliat the end of faith is the salva- 
tion of the soul ; and according to her confes- 
sion in the vestry, the dying speech of her mo- 
ther's experience was like that of our Lord oii 
tlie cross ; *^ It is finished," saith the sinner'g 
friend : and so shall every one say that crusts 
wholly in it, and dies in the faith of it, namely. 
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that he is the author of eternal salvation to all 
that ol)ey him. 

When I got into the coach on Sunday night 
last, my eldest son, Gad, was in the coach, who 
^bout hix or seven years ago, got into the deep 
waters, according to what I heard in a round 
about way ; and soon after he lifted up his 
head, and heard me with joy, and I found by' 
private intelligence, that he talked very sensi- 
bly, and sweetly of the things of God- But 
about two years ago he was cut up again, and 
down he went pretty deep into the pit, inso- 
inuch that he could not look up, and the work- 
men of the shop saw his confusion ; at last I 
asked him about matters, and I found him 
occupying business in deep waters, and the 
contempt of fools helped forward the calanfiity. 
But last Sunday night he told me that I had 
much altered my method of preaching, that my 
doctrine was not such confusion to him as 
usual, that it came all home to his heart, and 
that at times he was filled with love, sor- 
row, and contrition; that he did believe now 
that the Lord would save himi and ^t times 
he was sure he would. 

The wonderful tidings of this Nireek, has 
^lade it a week of mourning to me ; the good- 
ness of God has killed me quit^, and I have sat 
m t^ars, sackcloth, and as lies all this week 



56 

l6ng, except in the pulpit I have likewise 
received a singular letter from the town of L, 
where I preached last summer, of the deliver- 
ance of a man^ who had been long tossed up 
and down like the locusts ; but God delivered 
him under me. I think to send that letter to 
L, to my dear brother J. for the inspection of 
the fearing and doubting souls there. An 
amiable . gentlewoman als9 in that town, at 
whose house I lodged, who has been distressed 
and battered about with hypocrites for ye^-rs, 
has sent word to me that she U at the point of 
lying-in, but through some unknown disorder 
to me, is given over by the faculty, and pro- 
nounced a dead woman ; but she sends me 
word that she knows Christ for. herself. Ac- 
cording to my prophetic views, these are going 
from the evil to cpme, and my son is to. be a 
man of strife and contention like his father, to 
all the earth. God bless both you and yours, 
is the earnest prayer of, 

Your affectionate Friend and 

Brother in Christ Jesus, 

' • W. H. S. S. 



b6 






LETTER XXV. 

rO THE SAME. 

4 . ■ . «. ft 

Dear partner, fellow-Bervant, fellow-snffer^r, and Mow- 
- invalid. - ' 

I HAVE been for some time very, weak and 
low again jn body, with a bilious Complaint: 
r preach but seldom at present, attd the people 
seem much alarmed at it. Oh, my namesake ! 
what should you and I do now if we had no 
portion but in this life ? Now all things ate 
1:)ecoming a Wank to us, and they w411 never be 
found to be a prize by any that come after us. 
But we look for a pension, a portion, a re- 
ward, an inheritance, a more enduring substance, 
'^ kingdom, a heavenly country, and an eternal 
weight of glory, beyond the dark valley of the 
shadow of death. How dismal, how gloomy is 
the prospect before us; how dark doth the face 
of things appear. How uncommon the wea- 
ther, the harvest, the seed-time, and the whole 
season. Providence frowns, the oppressor 
smiles, the poor quake and complain of bad 
times, and expect worse to come. Wars and 
rumours of wars are fallen out in our days, and 
no more signs of peace now than there was 
seven years ago. If I look at the professing 
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ircffld, what a profession ! how fbMr» and bovr 
awfully gone from th^ true, light jan4 power; 
and matters will get worse and wqrs^, inatead 
of better; none of these things will bear exani^ 
ining: we must look forward to the thingy 
which are eternal, for there are nothing but 
discouragements look which v'ay you may. 

In my present affliction, I have . had manj 

changes pass over me; some complainings and 

nmrmuringSy and some regret and compunction 

for so dcHng; many powerful and fervent times 

in prayer, and many cold, lifelesa^ cardesa, and 

iadifierent times at intervals. Son^ most 

wretched rebellions and heart-risings against 

Joy only friend ; and some tears of grief^ and 

humble ccmfessions of the waat of submission 

to his will. Some near approaches^ . and flow^ 

ings out of love to Jesus for a moment, inter- 

mixod with sensible distance from him, and 

barrenness on that account. This day I am at 

ease in Zion ; no spring in my well, no oil in 

my cruse^ no overflowings in my cup, no bread 

and to spare in the basket, no wine in my flag^ 

gon ; and yet being shut up at home, I must 

write to my partner, though 1 have nothing to 

say. 

The good work appears wonderfully to go on 
among us ; I have repeated tidings of this : 
and the more success I have, the more furnace* 
work &lls to my share. The bam is as full as 
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ever it can be stuffed, with straw, chafF, and 
wheat; and I hope there is no small share of 
pure grain in the floor. Every time that my 
pooi' tabernacle fails in its strength, I am look* 
ing out for a discharge from labour. An hired 
servant is represented as poor and needy, who 
must have his hire at his day; before the sun 
goes down he must be paid, because he setteth 
his heart upon it, D^ut xxiv. 14, 15. The 
kingdom of heaven, and Christ the king, is aft 
an householder that went out early to hire la- 
bourers into his vineyard ; some he hired early, 
some at nine, some at twelve, and some at five 
o'clock, and away they went for one penny, or 
seven-pence-halfpenny per day. " We have 
forsaken all, and followed thee;" says Peter, 
" what shall we have therefore ?" " You that 
have followed me in the regeneration shall judge 
the twelve tribes, receive an hundred fold, and 
inherit everlasting . life," Matt xix. 27, to 29. 
The poor and needy labourer, . who is poor in 
spirit, and who sets his heart upon this, must 
be paid before the sun goes down. The hun- 
dred fold in this life is the love of God, because 
eternal life is connected with it ; for let a man 
have what gifts he may, if he have not charity, 
he is but an instrument without life giving 
Msound. But if God circumcises our hearts to 
love him, it is that we rtiay live. 
This it is, namely, the love of God, that the 
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poor and needy labourer sets his heart upon^ 

(he wants love in this world, and life in the 

next) when God says, the sun shall not go 

down upon his hire ; and Christ says, call the 

labourers and give them their hire. And the 

time that they were paid was at six o'clock • 

for he that was hired at five wrought but one 

hour, and then got his penny : and yoii know 

Christ was sent to magnify the law, aiid to fuU 

fil all righteousness, therefore the labourers Mrh^ 

set their heart upon their hire, being pOQf and 

needy, must be paid before the sun sets. The 

true light is withdrawing; the shadows of the 

evening are stretched out; the sun is going 

down over the prophets, Micah, iii. 6. Zion, 

^rhich liath borne seven, languisheth for want 

of food, and still she hates the light, thereford 

her sun shall go down while it is yet day, Jer: 

XV. 9. And the worst of it is, that there are 

many poor and needy, whose heart is set upon 

their hire, and who have not got it ; but they 

shall be paid before the sun goes down. Thus 

my dear partner I have furnished a scrap for 

thee; God for ever bless thee. 

Ever yours in Christ Jesus, 

W»H. s.s; 
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LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 
My dear Brother in Christ, 

. I WAS in great hopes that I should have^ 
^en thee in town before this time, but mine 
expectations are all cut off. If I mistake not, 
I dropped thee a line some time back, but I 
have not heard whether it arrived or not ; how- 
ever^ my soul was glad to hear that thou and 
poor mother are better. 

I have had one of the worst colds, and the 
most violent cough, that I ever had in my life. 
One night having preached in Monkwell Street 
till I had not a dry thread, I went home in an 
open chaise, and the wind was intense cold, so 
that before I got half-way I had such a pain in 
my ears, and was unbearable ; and have conti- 
nued bound in the chest, and hoarse, and fever- 
ish ever since ; and indeed began to think that 
I should never more> get rid of it : but it is- 
rather better at present. Sure I am never is 
Christ so precious, never does his salvation ap- 
pear so great, never does the day of small things^, 
the least buddings of hope, and faith as a grain 
of mustard-seed, appear so great as when we 
are sick. How great, how precious are these, 
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when our earthly house appears to be dissolv** 

^^S J y^^ ^^^ ^^^^^ evidence, and the smallest 
claim upon God, appear of more worth than ^ 
million worlds. 

Oh ! my dear brother, what are we that we 
should hope, and what are we that God should 
stoop so low as to visit us? But we know 
whom we have believed, nor shall we ever die ; 
" Because I live, you shall live also/' No 
sting of death in the conscience, no curse of 
God in our tabernacle, no wrath of God in our 
soul, no fear of death before our eyes : " The 
living, the living shall praise him :'* and why ? 
because he is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living, Mark, xii. 27. And though we are 
at times in the furnace, and under frowns, 
under the rod, and under spiritual desertions, 
yet not dead : ** This is my comfort in my 
afBiction, for thy word hath quickened me.'* 
And indeed' as life is the most invaluable bless* 
ing that souls can enjoy, the Lord has couched 
it in every promise, and in every grace* ** The 
fear of the Lord is a fountain of life," Prov. 
xiv. 27. Thus life appears in the first grace ; 
for, " The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom." And so it does in the first cra- 
vings of the soul ; " Blessed are they that hun- 
ger and thirst after righteousness ;" and God's 
blessing is life for evermore, Ps. cxxxiii- 3. 
I have this day, being Friday, shut myself 
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tip, and given myself, wholly unto prayei"- 
Having had a doctor that has done me no good^ 
^ have entreated the best Physician to give me 
strength for my work; and that it might please 
his blessed Majesty to send rain upon the earth, 
agreeable to his own order, where he says, 
*' Ask ye of the Lord rain. in the time of the 
latter rain," Zech. x. 1. But who or what are 
^e, that the Lord should condescend to attend 
to the requests of such poor creatures ! and 
this discourages us. The many evil workings, 
rebellions, and murmurings, that work in our 
wicked hearts, at least in mine, which make3 
me backward in asking such great favours, who 
am myself such a murmuring, repining, peevish, 
and fretful a rebel ; but we have a Mediator, 
and it is well we have, or woe to us- My 
soul* enemy suggests, will God alter the wea- 
ther for such a poor worm as you ? however, I 
have given myself wholly up to it, and may 
his will be done. I am doubtful whether I 
shall ever see Bolney again, I look as well as 
ever, but am weakness itself; and if we never 
meet again in your barn, we shall in God's, 
when he will gather his wheat into his barn, 
and burn the chaff. God bless all at the 
Bovver. 

W. H. S. S, . 
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LETTER XXVII. 

TO MRS. M. 

f 

This winter tries me not a little. I have 
been confined; niy cough is bad, and my breath 
very short ; but a good hope sweetens all. And . 
why are we favoured with this, when thousands . 
are without, and when all are by nature chil- 
dren of wrath, one as well as another? But he 
would not suffer this to be our rest, it is pol- 
luted ; nor will he put us off with a portion in 
this life. 

* 

He has flatly forbid the banns between our 
souls and the spirit of this world ; and put en- 
mity between the serpent and the Saviour, be- 
tween the seed of the church, and the serpents, 
and the generation of vipers ; so that there is 
no concord between Christ and Belial, no fel- 
lowship between light and darkness, and xxo 
equal part between the believer and the infidel, 
God put this enmity long since, and Christ ^ 
came four thousand years after to confirm it : 
" Think you that I am come to send peace on 
earth ? no, rather divisions, yea, a sword and 
afire," Matt. x. 34. And this drives us to each 
other, and all of us to Christ; and 1 defy the 
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world and professors ever to hate me more than 
I hate them. 

This enmity stays n^t here, the war is within 
as well as without; blindness and light, faith 
and unbelief, hope and despondency, peace and 
war, joy and misery, love and enmity, submis- 
sion and rebellion, meekness and stubbornness, 
humihty and pride, a will to work and a will 
to loiter, strength and weakness, truth and 
falsehood, sincerity and hypocrisy, filial fear of 
God and carnal fear of man, prosperity and ad- 
"versity, sweetness and bitterness,^ all arc at 
times, to this day, warring in the Doctor, who 
holds with Christ and with Satan, one part 
serving the law of God, and the other the law 
of sin. But it is in vain to fret, in vain to 
repine, for nothing else but dying in this war 
can discharge us from this war. I have often 
thought that the greatest share of this sort of 
strife and contention that ever fell to the share 
of mortals, has fallen to the lot of that compo- 
sition of mud and water, commonly called the 
Coalheaver. 

The private saint has always something to 
stay him if he is in bonds, he has his closet, 
he has his lonely retreat, but not so the watch- 
man, not so the labourer; his light must shine 
before men if he is stone blind, he must feed 
the flock if himself fasts, and proclaim liberty 
to others if he is in bondage himself* He must 
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itr€iigt;hen r^eaik hands if his own let go, andr 
codfirm: the. feebly knees if he cannot stand 
aiot^e himself; yea^ anci recommend and set off 
the ex<jelknty of CUfi^t even when his own. 
heart kicks and icb^ is against him : and if this 
is not hard work, what is? And }ct at this 
tiooe I envy not nor covet the best man's state 
in all the world. 

Adieu, 

W. H. 

. • . ■;; 

LETTER XXVIIL 

TO MRS. L. 
Detir Sifter in Christ Jesus^ 

When I rode with you from Bristol to 
Bath, you seemed to be one of a sorrowful spi-» 
tit. I doubt you look foo much into yourselij 
or strive too much in your own strength. If 
looking within is such terrible Mork, we ought 
to try what looking to Jesus will do^ seeing he 
liath commanded us to run the race set before 
^8, looking to the end of the race instead of 
looking to sinful self, or to the d iiiculty of the 
Way. I strove for some years to attain perfec- 
tion ; and when I was brought to see nothing 

F 



Vnt sift iii htjr fialiite,- • tihefh t WttS l«i to flttd 
*' nfrystilf ptfftdt ihindthir', and wh^* I c6uld 
not abtaJii by a dial of hard labour, 1 found 
cteminunicfcted in atisKvef to prayer, Ifrhich nlade 
riie tnori fdnd'of bfegging at a throni of grace 
rilati stritlilg 111 my own strength. 
^ The jiath td heaveii i^ rough, but it J» both 
safe and sure. Christ is the path, the guide, 
and the end ; and blessed is that soul who 
venturer on his faithfulness and truth, and 
places all his hopes on his blood and righteous- 
ness. I have served God now above fifteen 
years, and have found him one of the best of 
masters to one of the worst of servants. M j 
faith has often been dashed out of countenance, 
when his faithfulne&s has sh&ne like the sun; 
my hope at times has been just ready;, to give 
up the ghost, when his solvation has been even 
at th.e door. Between my own ingratitude and 
I(ii everlasting. love, between the weakness of 
iny faith and the faithfulness and truth of my 
jLord, I have liad liiany an humbling, many a 
weeping h6ur. 

I take it for granted yoiir warm old man is 
.yet alive, and in a flourishing condition no 
doubt, as he has always food or fuel to keep 
the wretched beggar up ; and therefore he is 
likely, in one sense, to live as long as you will ; 
but the "comfort is, he is nailed to the cross. 
I know he would gladly get from it, but the 
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daily c|t>9s will not get from him. No sooner 
ck>ea ll>at condemned criminal struggle for 
mastery or deliverance^ no sooner is he grati* 
tified, indulged, or consultedi but on comes the 
cross on his back ; thi^ makes so much chequer 
work in the Christianas journey, and it must be 
so, or we should hardly know who is master* 
The new man walks but when the bones of the 
old man are racked on the cross, and grace 
reigns when the old man sits on the dynghilU 
This wretched neighbour, this devilish tenant, 
ttjust remain under tl>e same roof, for there is 
no ejecting him out, either by law or gospel ; 
to keep him halting by faith and prayer, is all 
that can be done or expected : and the Lord 
hath said, " That grace shall reign through 
righteousness to; life eternal/' This being tjic 
case, we must enpfct a w:5^r al| ih^ way y. there- 
fore it is in Vain to dream of ease ; in.thjs world 
we shall have tribulation ; it is enough £ov \(LS 
that in the Saviour we shall have peace. ; . 
Be diligent in the means of grace, b^, often 
at your Bible in times of leisure from bui^iness, 
be fervent irx prayer however withstood ; God 
loves a diligent Christian, God loves an. impor** 
tunate beggar. The best faith is that which 
will take no denial at a throne of grace, when 
it pleads- for that which the Lord has promised 
to give. My health is but very indifferent al; 
present, and many will be glad when it is 

F2 
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worse; but blessed be the Lord, ** I know im 
whom I have believed," and that is my com- 
fort in affliction ; and indeed that sweetens the 
bitter cup. Pray tender my kind respects tp 
any friend at Trowbridge, if there be any that 
know me, or enquire after me ; and the samt 
to your spouse unknown, while I remain. 

Thine in the path of tribulation, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER XXIX. 

TO MR. B. 
True yoke^fellowi feUow^ripple, and feUow-invalid* 

It is good for thee and me that the halt, 
the lame, the maimed, and the blind, are called 
to the marriage-feast; for if none but the 
whole, the sound, and the alert were called, 
there could be no room for us. Nevertheless 
the wise man will have it, that all ages and sexes 
have something to glory in. " The glory of 
children are their fathers ;** this they boast of. 
** I write unto you little children," says John, 
" because you have known the Father." " The 
glory of young men," says Solomon, " is their 
strength." " I have written unto you young 
men,** says John, " because you are strong. 
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and the word of God abideth in you ; ye ha^« 
overcome the wicked one/' "The glory of 
old men is the grey head ;" these love to talk 
of things in days of old, and of their senior 
knowledge. And " I have \v:ritten unto you 
fathers, because you have known him that it 
from the beginning," ** A virtuous woman is 
a crown to her husband ;'' '\ His heart doth 
safely trust in her, so that he shall have fio 
need of spoil." " A woman that feareth the 
Lord, she shall be praised. Give her of the 
fruit of her hands, and let her own works 
praise her in the gates/' 

But our outward man decays ; O my dear 
friend ! so it does; hut the inward man is re< 
newed day by day. His hand, which is faith, 
maintains its hold, and sweetly works by love 
to the altogether lovely object. The new 
creature builds his nest in the rock ; the dark 
regions of the shadow of death, and all Its dis« 
mal glooms, is banished out of sight ; and the 
doors of ft for ever closed against all that fa- 
vour his righteous cause. The first feature of 
tbe new man that escapes from Satan's cell, is 
expectation; and one healing or supporting 
ray of light darting in, leads the understanding 
out, but still the soul is bound; then hope gets 
out, being drawn forth with a momentary melt- 
ing beam of divine approbation, and a transient 
ii&covery of distant love; but in the twinkling 
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of an tye-- that i« vanished, and hope returns 
like the $naH to its shell; bat when love coiafies, 
and rests in the hearty: the soul returns to its 
cavern no more. Thas comes the new crea- 
ture forth, under the influence of the unutter- 
able Comforter, 

Tbis ' creature shall never die, nor shall it 
everc*ase froih yielding fruit ; for in the worst 
l)f hidurs) when in the furnace of affliction, there 
^re some' sorts of fruits discovered, such as seltf 
abasement, '^ He that abaseth himself shall be 
exalted ;" self-abhorrence, " I abhor myself,** 
says Job, " and repent in dust and ashes," and 
God proceeds no further against him; self- 
loathing, "Then you shall remember your own 
^vil ways that wexe not good, and shall loath 
yourselves in your own sight for your iniqaii* 
ties, when I am pacified towards you, saith the 
Lord God/' Another is meekness ; the soul is 
so broken, bruised, and depressed, that it sub* 
mits, and cannot avenge its wrongs, however 
imposed upon. Shame, and confusion of face ; 
^ For yoiir shame you shall have double, and 
for confusion they shall rejoice in their portion, 
everlasting joy shall be unto them/' Quietness 
pf spirit; " The omameot of a meek and quiet 
spirit, in the sight of God of great price." 
^^ And in quietness and confidence shall be 
your strength.*^ Patience ; " It is good that a 
pan patiently wait, and quietly hope, for tlid 
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-ftswi^9 prayer, prai$j?, an^ ^h^nkfi^ivin^. "Thp 
.ffiuit? pf right/?Qi,i9n?p^;",tl)e39 »fe.p€ace^ TQcqn^ 
ijiliatipn, ftiei^4ship witl} Jbifl», ;,and ?iffectioy t4> 

These, myd^T conjpanion, .^ir/e spmeif whajt 
the Jjovd calU frjuits, an4 it is out of the' Sv 
:yipur*s fulness Jiajt.fhjip gop4 Spirit of our God 
.^fi^g§.tbem, ,fiQd up4cr^his influence they flay" 
i<»ijL ** A^ake, O ^rtb wind, ^n4 conje thbji 
(South, blow upon my gardep, that t^e.spicejs 
thereof in^ flow puJi" Cant iv.* l6. ^Under 
thesp tefreshiag brae:^es» ajid jsouj-dis^o/vinj^ 
g^les, goflly wrrow, co;itritiQji, huijnble confi- 
den^je, )aiA4 tb<e springs of gratitud^, bubble up 
and flo\|i^ out, attended with ble^^in^s, praisc^^ 
and th?ink^^vipgjs. As the Savipur livea, wp 
ihall liye ^l^o; and ^3 all fulnjess is in hiin^ so 
our teaf s^all bjs.gr,e;jep^ i;ior ^mi w^ cpfise from 
yieWing fwt. 
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LETTER XXX. ■ 

Tp THP SAAtE. . ' ' 

Dtar Brolb^r in Qhr^U Jie^sus, ... 

I RECEIVED yottr jkimd letter,; fiifid ^ija s^ri^y 
to JBud yott AO ill, but ^very ^p^ pxy^tqp 
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scourged and chastened, that God rcceivcil into 
his favour. From this rod none are exempt 
but bastards ; the rod of God is not i^pon them. 
If God bestows upon a sinner the-inValuable 
blessing and gift of faith, it is grven us taliVe 
by ; *' The just man shall Irve by faith/' Faith, 
jike an industrious hand, attends prayer to brings 
something from above to the necessitous soul ; 
Whatsoever you ask believmg, you 'shall' receive. 
It deals with the atonement and satisfaction-^f 
Christ for pardon, peace, and ' reconciiialidQ 
with God, Faith deals with the bowels of the 
Lord for repentance and mercy^ with his arm 
for strenjfth, with his righteousness fi)it justifi- 
cation, and with his eternal love to cast out 
fear and torment Faith has to do with the 
kind providence of God also fbr food and rai- 
ment, for these things are given u^- in Christ, 
and held forth in an unconditional promise, 
"I will call for the corn, and wilf increase it, 
and lay no f ;mine upon you; but for all this I 
will be enquired of by the house of Israel to 
do it for them.*' 

But has faith nothing to do with bodily 
afflictions? Is not Christ the Saviour of the 
body, and the great physician ? The woman 
with her issue of blood tried many physicians, 
and spent all that she had upon them, and like 
Job, found them to be physicians of no value ; 
and thereibrc applies to one who never failed : 
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tliis U the sick nan's best friend, and the sin- 
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xier^s last refuge. Here she ob):ained, without 
,in(H)|ey "and without prrce, what no money could 
ever ppocur^, that is, bodily healthy and eternal 
salvation. ^* Asa was diseased in his feet, until 
Ju3 .disease was exceeding great; , yet in his 
^i^ase he sought not to the J-orfl, but to the 
jfhysicians," £ Chron. xvi. la. A bunch of 
figs,, a little clay made of spittie, served under 
a divine !ppwer ta break a burning boil^ and 
j-estore. the. blind to sight* 

This Physician is always .the same, and he 
.ifiust be sQugli^t to in every time of need, or else 
JiCr is dishonoured,^ neglected, and slighted, in 
his- office-capacity ; for our help is laid upon 
;hiniy as pne mighty to save. If he speaks the 
word^ bis servant' shall he healed. The com- 
l^laints of sensible and humble sinnejs are sure 
to move him; and cries, groans, sighs, tears, 
;humble pMitions, and fiaith, will fetch virtue 
.out of hini ; these will' be sure to touch him : 
^* And as many as touched him were made per- 
-fectly; whole,'* for there went virtue out of him, 
,and healed them all; and thus he took our in- 
firmities, and. bare our sicknesses. And is 
there no balm in Gilead now? Is there no 
.physician there? Yes, there is; then let your 
request be made known unto the Lord. 

I am now on my watch-tower. I have com- 
tnitted my cause to him that istWonderful i^ 
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counsd, and excellent in working, knti am now 
watching to see how he does it. The combi- 
nation has been strong, but there is not one in 
the conspiracy, the shew of whose cmintenance 
doth not witness against him ; and a fallen 
countenance is a sure sign of an accusing con- 
science, and an accusing conscience is a cer- 
tain sign of God's displeasure ; and God's anger 
a sure sign of a ruined party. I must tell thee, 
to the honour of my most reverend, benign, 
and propitious parent, that I have been most 
wonderfully supported, fortified, equipped, 
ahd furnished, for his work of the minis- 
try. In preaching I have been above my- 
self, and quite out of myself. The jaw-bone 
lias laid them heaps upon heaps; my enemies 
see it, and gnash with their teeth j and 
under the wrath of God I shall see them mett 
away, for God has told my inmost soul, that 
Tie will avenge his own elect. No weapon 
formed against the Coalheaver sfhall prosper. 
God knows his poor despised servant, and the 
servant knows his master ; for I seek his ho- 
nour, not ray own, and the good of his people, 
and not my own ease, lionour, or riches. My 
chapel is thinned so little, that it is hardly per- 
ceptible ; and their hanging me up, weekly, in 
the public newspapers, serves as a hand-biU to 
proclaim my name abroad. This brings nmny 
out of curiosity to hear me, who will bless God 
•that they were ever brought under me at all. 
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Tebder my lore to your family, and all that 
love the sinners eternal All in All. 

Your'd in the causae of God and truth, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER XXXI. ' 

I THANK you for that which is seldonfi 
granted to me by such correspondents who arc 
in the furnace, for they, always keep back part 
of the price. • All ci?ssations, respite*, breathing 
tinies, drops, buds, rays, earnests, pledges, fore- 
tastes, glimpses, enlargements, or meltings, are 
kept back, dnd only confiplaints, and wants, 

made known, and the devil has no small hand 

• • • 

in this. I have often thought, that few m our 
days have had mdre, deserved more, or required 
more furnace- Work^ than poor sinful mej and 
yet I would not have been without it for ten 
thousand worlds. Nor am I ignorant of Paul's 
meaning, " Most gladly therefore will I glory 
in mine infirmities;*' for those who seem so 
steady as not to require the rod, and so even in 
their dispositions as not to need momentary 
support, as poor me, and unstable Peter did, 
crawl into self, savour of the flesh, get dry, 
legal, and self-righteous. No trouble* to give 
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them ^ an appetite, and of course are seldom 
banquetted. Such I used formerly to observe 
withi.envy, and watch with. a jealous eye; but 
now ;I hug the cross, and hope for the pro- 
mised profits. As our afflictions abound, so our 
consolations abound aiso^ 2 Cor. i. 5 

God Almighty help thee to submit under hit 
mighty hand, who will most su ely exalt ^hec 
in due time. The devil is sadly grieved, and 
nubelief will contribute not a little, to aid and 
assist him; though this is strange, yet it is 
true": and when men have been long in bon- 
dage, and unbelief, they yield to it, indulge it, 
and try to harden themselves in sorrow; so 
.that unless truth come with double force, it 
cannot enter. But Christ will work, and who 
jshall let it ? 

The morning star is the forerunner of day* 
break, day-spring, and the dawning forth of 
the sun of righteousness, who comes with heal* 
ing in his wings, or pardon in his beams«. This 
dawn pf eternal day, breaks forth ; light shall 
arise in obscurity, and health shall spring forth 
speedily, so as to make every convinced and 
convicted sinner a liar. Nevertheless they will 
go down again and again, but not willingly ; 
and when down, satan will overhaul it, criticise 
upon it, raise doubts about it, and labour with 
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all his art and Height to dispute them out of it; 
and they in judgment, in mind, and in wocd, 
will give it up ; but the heart and conscience, 
which found peace while it lasted, will not 
fully part with it, but will be craving, and 
looking out for a renewal of it, or that he will 
come, and do that work over again, which is 
what the scriptures call reviving his work, and 
bringing us forth to the light, so that we shall 
see it again. The Lord strengthen thee. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XXXII. 



This comes to inform you that I am to be 
at L. next Sunday se'nnight, to preach there 
three times on that day, and on the Monday, 
Tuesday, and Wednesday evenings following;; 
if God permit, when and where I hope to see 
you. I have been very poorly for some time, 
and am but weak and feeble now, but, " Bless 
the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all hii 
bonefits;'* and for a good hope through grace, 
among the many undeserved, and upexpected 
favours, bestowed on the least of all his crea- 
tures, and the chief of all sinners 
He leaves me not without a witness, nor 
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without an erideitce, nor without a toj^en 
for goody noi' witbou( a provideuce^ nor 
without light, nor without life, allo^ wbkb 
are new^covenant hlessings^ eikI b^ar a last** 
ingdate. Faithful are the Covenant makers, 
tnd the compact is well ^xecuted^ ratified^ 
and confirmed by the coven tot head. The 
blessings all free, all safe, and all &ure ; all 
yea, and all amen, from end to emd* The bond 
of it is God's eternal love ; the legacies, grace 
and glory;' the heirs of it, predestinated to the 
adoption of sons; the Donator, God the Fa- 
ther; the Testator who confirmed it by death, 
Jesus Christ; the Executor, and Distributer 
of the legacies^ the Holy Ghost j the promise 
sure to all the seed. The way into the bond of 
the covenant, is under the rod; the gate of 
entrance, is Christ; the act of entering^ is 
believing ; the blessings then enjoyed, are joy 
and peace. 

This is the covenant of grace, because it ex- 
hibits, and reveals, the everlasting love of God, 
and all the blessed fruits and effects of it. A 
covenant of life, because life is the great and 
grand blessings of it, and because life and im- 
mortality are brought to life by it. It is the 
covenant of peace, because peace,^ reconcilia- 
tion, and friendship, through Christ are reveal- 
ed in it, and held forth by it. It is the better 
covenant, holding forth the greatest, and best 
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things. The coYenant of promise, beeaus^ all 
the blessings of it are fteelj given. The bro* 
therly covenant, that brings us as sons to the 
elder brother, and makes us joint heirs with 
him. The covenant of royalty, that makes ut 
kings ; the covenant of an everlasting priest- 
hood, that makes us priests unto God ; and the 
toTcnant of wedlock, by which we are be- 
trothed for ever in righteousness, faithfulness, 
tender mercies, and loving-kindness ; joined to 
the Lord, and one Spirit with him : but I must 
Stop, or else my cruse will run till there will 
not be a vessel more, or at least nothing to fill 

it* God bless you all, Amen, and amen. 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER XXXIII. 

I RECEIVED yourV; the account of the 
teacher is truly awful. But I believe this is 
not the only judgment that will be seen on that 
head. The congregation of hypocrites shall be 
desolate, and the fire shall consume the taber- 
nacles of bribery, who think to bribe divine 
Justice by human schemes, without satisfaction, 
made by the sacrifice of him, who thought it 
ho robbery to be equal with God. 
• All that are in heaven, and earth, were made 
in the six. days of the creation ; then where 
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was tbid fiu man soul pte«exf8tmg? ' Ntrtrii 
heaven, nor in earth, .foraH that areiin these, 
were made in those six days!; All 'things ^ were 
made by the Saviour; then this pre-^existing. 
soul must have made itself, for, ^* Without 
him was not any thing m^dcithat was made.'^ 
Beside, we cannot call this thing the first, and 
the last, Rev. i* 11 ^ because there was a time 
when It was not. Nor can it be the Almighty, 
Rev. i. 8; because it is a thing made. Angels 
excel in strength, they arc called, mightj^ 
angels, and excel all human souls in might; 
therefore it must be a very great robbery :ta. 
make a soul equal with .God, which' isinfbrior 
to anil els. 

How does the Almighty baffle, confuse, con- 
found, bewilder, and befool, these blind bats, 
who have nothing to guide them but blind 
reason, and the devil transformed, is the light 
of that. But God will make all such manifest, 
and rhey that are his own servants, shall shine 
the blighter ; for the true light shines in dark** 
ness, thougii the darkness comprehends, it. n4?t» 
Many may now see the wisdom, the distin-* 
guisliing mercy, and goodness of God, in sepa- 
rating them from the bands of robbers, and 
from the ministry <»f damnable impostors, de» 
ceivers, and ministers of s:itan. Alj the god, 
and all the hope they have left them now, is the 
pool ; knock away that pillar, and down they 
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must all go, into despair, or wild distraction, 
"No man knoweth the Son, but the Father, 
neither knoweth any man tlie Father but the 
Son, and he to whom the Son will reveal him/* 
But bless his dear, lovely, and precious name, 
all these things endear him the more to. us; 
** In Judah is God kno.wn, and his name i^ 
great in Israel." 

A man, who was a carpenter, pretended to 
be converted at Horsliam about thirty years 
ago, and came with his wife to to\yn, and work-* 
ed at building our cb^ipel; they sat under me 
for some time. At length the Lord appeared 
gracious to his wife, ^he then turned apostate^ 
and became openly profane, and violently per*, 
secuted her, till her life was in danger. A few 
days since he finished his race. He charged 
his son ijever toii)&ke a profession MMthout the 
grace of God in his heart, and then uttered iiis 
last dying speech and confession, which was, 
* Hell, hell, hell, I ^m goiug to hell.' His wife 
declared her soul was like a bird let out of a 
cage at his departur/e. 

Tendej my love to S. 

W. H. S, S. 
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LETTER XXXIV; 

TO MR. T. 

My dear Ffienil, 

As I have dropped you several Utiles, and 
have received no answer, I am afraid that thou 

art ill, and the more so as I enquired of , 

on Monday evening last, and found that you 
had not been at W. and that you had not been 
there for a fortnight. 

1 should be glad of a line to know how you 
are ; and I hope in God that he will incline 
your heart to spend a little more time in read- 
ing his word, and seeking bis face, who is the 
p(K)r sinner's only friend and Saviour ; atad who 
has promised to be found of all that seek him, 
if they seek him with all their heart. But this 
the devil hates, and therefore labours to divert 
the mind of poor sinners to follow a thousand 
vanities^ promising us much satisfaction in 
these things, but always disappointing us ; for 
they that sow to the flesh can oply reap cor- 
ruption : and if conscious dinners call upon the 
Lord, Satan turns accuser of them, and buffets, 
confounds, and confuses them, and covers them 
with shame and fear, that he may keep us from 
all hope and trust in the only Saviour of the 

sinful sons of men. 

You have been under God a kind friend to 
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me, and should it ever be in my power would 
willingly requite it, and if not I know that 
God can ; anil gratitude constrains me to ac- 
knowledge your favours, and I hope it ever 
will. I could wish to see my friend a little 
more steady, and sober-minded ; I am not fond 
of reproving or rebuking, for I find enough in 
myself to make me sick of sin, sick of myself, 
and sick of this world; but to bear ^bout a 
body of sin and death, is the sore travail that is 
appointed to exercise the sons of men. 

I did intend fully to have come, and slept a 
night at K but as I told you in my last, I was 
prevented by going to preach in Suffolk. Should 
be glad of a line to know if you aie wcIL 
Excuse my troubling you with these, and be- 
lieve me to remain, 

Dear Friend, Yours most affectionately, 

W, H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

TO MR. B. 
Dear Jamefl, Plymouth Dock. 

' I WISH grace, mercy, and peace to thee, 
through Jesus Christ our ever blessed, and ever 
adorable God and Saviour. I besfin now to 
think upon my last week ; Mr D. being gone, 
I have but one old acquaintance here, who is a 
young man from Chatham, in Keut, whom I 
have long known. He sometimes walks out 
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with me, or else I spend all my time in my 
room, writing letters, but I have very bad con* 
veniencies for writing. I believe I have set 
fire to the place, and now I wish to be off. 

The people, many of them, had conceived 
strange opinions of me, they expected to hear 
seven thunders utter their voices at once, and 
that I should storm, and rage,, and lay about 
me like a madman; but as they have seen 
nothing of this frenzy, wild-fire, nor morris- 
dancing, they seem quite pieced with the dis- 
appointment, both in the man and in his man- 
ner: and their language and confession seems 
to amount to this, that instead of a wild bull, 
it is nothing but a tame ass ; his appearance^, 
method, manner, and behaviour, is nothing like 
their conception of him. Instead of a great 
noise, it is a voice in the cool of the day ; in- 
stead of wrath, mercy; instead of a terrible 
countenance, a smile ; instead of law, gospel ; 
drawing, instead of driving ; healing, instead 
of killing ; and wooing instead of divorcing. 

I think to weigh anchor, and get under sail, 

if God favor us with a gale, and go by sea to 

Southampton, which will be the quickest way. 

Tender my love to all. Excuse haste. I am 

just going a voyage to sea, in order to survey 

a sloop of war, lately come in. 

God bless thee, ever thiiie, 

W. H. S. S. 

FINIS. 

Printed by A. Paris, Took'i Cmirt, 
CkaDcery Ijine, London. 
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Chsistian RbAdbh^ 

Thwf ^re .twp 4eiter.s i» jtVi;i colipctipp, N^t 
7 «Jd 3, Jjisil: verp ,w4-iW;fn.fev.e»teen yiears^gq, 
pjr> th^e v3,Q»j: ^4>Ufl(>e ^n4 ^y^viws of all ,tU^ 
^pptrujjes pf tbjB Qospel, y\z, IfcU of .the Txiait^ ; 
91)4 I coo;s|i(der ^hem jst f4^liJiaJr and fofipip^ di^^ 

calls into action. 

It U higWy n«CQ3^ary ^lien we 4raw Mar to 
Qod, eitb^ ;at 4^e tbjcoue of God, or in th^ 
e^eTjCJfSie pf his wpr^ip^ tha-f w^ ^n ^i^eal tip 
Ipijjg^ that Jtbe motives ficjti^atin^ u^ ^^e pure aD(4 
i^ifac^xe in his sigbjl;^ needing hh h«npur ^ n9^ 
wr ^wn a4yan tag^, ^]^ wise we p^nfjpt: «j$::p§«|fi 
t)9 lieneflt by pur j^ippfqgifihQp tfi hiini. ; I, ^^ 
dajiljr fujinfirmed aipi4 rStrijngtbcsij^d ia th* ppji« 
ixipn^ th^t all xriist in t;l^^€H»s,(^ m0i^, fv^m^t)^ 
higjicst to tbe Ipwie^t !Qf th^m, nviU ^ev.e^ arwll 
U^ ip ,the trying hou/; Jbwit wit^)^ ^m^^r rtb* 
^i^g;er of -(^pid, as the flpw^f of the fieW : " Th». 
grasf ,wijh^r^^h, the flawfr fya^eth, jbeca.ftse jtlip, 
spirit pf t^\^ Lord blpw^Uj Uf^mU: Wfely r(]A« 
people is grass/' 

The MimW wbofte Jo5a ^hc have reason to 
deplore, was continually holding forth to us, 
both from the pulpit and also by his pWiB jgp»- 
duct in life, this manifest truth, that the graci 
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of God is of a humbling nature, and excites jthc 
rich possessor of it to esteem every one better 
tlian 'firrri§eif ; atid however this may Tbe set at 
nought Ky Tliany, it must still continue to be 
ail es'tlalrlishing criteridtt in the breast of every 
sincerci * believer in Christ, while this* passage 
holds its province in the word of God ; •* Let 
iothing be dpne through strife, ot vain -glory ; 
but in lowliness of mind let each esteem other 
better than themselves." 

^ The prophet Isaiah tells us, ** The day of the 
Lbrd of hosts shall be upon every one that is 
^oud and lofty, and upon every one that is 
lifted up, and he shall be brought low ; and 
upon all the cedars of Lebanon, and upon all 
the oaks of Bashan." To this the Apostle Paul 
slgrees : " Every man's work," says he, " shall 
be.mSitde manife3t; for thp day shall declare it^ 
because it shall be revealed by fire ; and the fire 
shall try every man's work of what sort it is.** 
And Peter liiost pointedly says, " For the time 
ib come that judgment must begin at the house 
df God." That we may stand this scrutiny 
M^ith an unblemished conscience, is the earnest 
prayer and desire of, 

Your'5 in the hope of the Gospel, 

• * 

E. HUNTINGTON, 

'High Street, 
S«p. 16, 1813. 
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thi'enigh ouif ImA Jms& €hH«d I aAi tiimli^f 
M to my 6oV«tiafit Godii»d:Fitbet-, tiiathe>htt»^ 
beeft pledi^ied, itt some meiEmure> to lo«N|en v^ryf : 
boikds. I# I call tead feees^ 1 tlihik tbf CMH^^ 
ten^^e and cdttv^rsatkni, aisi ^dA» thy g^Nt^ 
ness to dee m^, and^ tlrf lidrrcrir at'Odi' )>airtiAg;/ 
pirodaim tome, thaf God^ h&s i^dttleftiibere^ tbae 
11 tby loW estate. ■ * ^. ' ; : 

Wh^ the heart h bound unA t^drd; wbisiy/ 
f(^ard ire high, a^d life haffiigs ilk dQubt ; whea^^^ 
Qothirig but sin is Mett and fdt^ imd lb& wrath t 
of God i^eflfedted ; Wh<^n Christ is \std^ atad s^tau : 
ah^y s tV hl^d ; whett eth^s feedy and die soid : 
is* starved I when otliei^ 'fefoice) and Law sad ;. 
Whett €hey are iiidulg^, koA t snMfc^ inithe^ 



flaines of jealousy : 'tis hard Trork. And if I 
am any thing of a scholar, 1 have seen all these 
in thy poor heart, and visibly to be read in thjr 
countenanee. rBut i)lQ^d^^bei<2rod,r his anger 
is turned away, and he has comforted thee, and 
he .witl shew thee greater things than these; 
** For the needy shall not al^^ys-be forgotten, 
the expectation of the, poor shafl not perish 
for ever.** He will set the poor seeking ^ox\ 
in safety from them ^atl^mff at him. 

I often call to r^smembr^pce our little rural 
walks, and the little seat by the pond. Surely 
God has knit, tied, and bound our ,s(Hils:toge^ 
tberj: io.* that threefold cord of the eye/l^ting 
loVe of i. God, Father, Son, luwi :Spi«t, ; which 
shall > lie v6r be broke©.:: Fpr .we. wcire, biit 
a,ife\v: years ago,, strangers ajad foreigners, 
stiiangers to Gibd, to ouraelv.eg, ; aad to each ' 
otli^; but now fellowf citizens, with the saints, 
and. of the household of God, .and no more 
strattg!9il9 DQr foreigners. It v^as a c^n^fort to 
my very soul, and I now write it with tears^ 
when.yoa came into my room, after preaching 
once, ai[id agttin informing it>^>. that .ypu. had 
felt what I 3ai4, apd that you knew you had 
got the. things which I h^d describe^^. T)i9 
Lord Gad carry on his wqrk, . **And a full re- 
ward be.gi\'«n thee Of itbe Lord God of Israel, 
linder whose wings thou art come to trusti" 
Euth ii, IS, 
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And wow my dear Mothct, let inc give tlicc' 

a little wholesome advice and counsel. Re^* 

, ' . • • • • • • • 

member that the . Ajiostle Paul says, We are 
complete in Christ Jesus. God says, he sees* 
ho sin in Jacob, nor perverseness in Israel; 
that Jacob is Christ, and that Israel is God's 
elect'. And Christ says, ** Thou art all fair my 
love, theife is n6 spot in tbee." Now as God" 
considers ns in Christ Jetsus, washed in his 
blood/ renewed by his' Spirit, enrobed in his* 
righteousness,and loved with an everlastinglove 
in Christ Jesus,' we are complete in him. Christ 
took part of otir flesh and blood, and appears in 
the presence of God with it; in all his suffer- 
ings and satisfaction, he appears in oui^name. 
Son of man ; in our nature, flesh of our flesh; 
as our everlasting Fatiier, Father of all the 
family ; he is our Head and Husband, part of 
ourselves, and we are all in him. In him God 
chose us from all eternity 5 we were preserved 
in him, and called; we were in him when he 
suffered; " I am crucified with him,'' says 
Paul, Our old man was crucified with him : 
we suffered the law in him, and were all dead 
vvheti he died ; with his dead body we arose. 
God quickened us together with him ; he arose 
for our justification i and we are made to sit 
together with him, and blessed with all 
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spiritui^l blessings ia h^tyeniy places ia Christ 

r Heiff^e it is^said in the Revelations^ tbat we 
^e w;i^hout fa4ilt;, before the thfoxie, that is^ 
that w^ ^te , s6 viewed in Christ : and God is 
ever well; pleased in hinvand well pleased 
with us ^in hiro. Keep^ tbe«e views /in jour 
nifiid, and you will not be so easily, en tang^Ied 
witih^ legal bondage ;.,foif i£ satan can get .thee 
tp:po^e over thy own hearty which will never 
be better, for^, " That which is born, of the 
fle^h 1^ ilcsh," and will remain ^ till death ; 
If.^^J^y if s^tan can take thine eyes from Christy 
ajid giet thee to poi;c over thy own heart, and 
then to. fret at the sigh t^j and murmur^ and' 
then ^et thee to doubting^ striving in thine 
aj^oa .strength, and then to resolving, he will 
tb^if, work against thee in every task that 
thp^i settest thyself to perform, and this leads 
tq bondage. Renaember thou art complete in 
himi^but no where else. 

Dear Mother, adteu^ 

Ever youtV ift faith^ love^ and hdpej 

W. H. S. S. 
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I'D MttS B, 

GicAC'E and. peacte be with thbev tihiniugfci 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 1 bat« ao doubr but by 
M^ tmt y da art at a pornt lit thisp^ that f ou 
are (sm \rb0m th« Lotd hath xtoiimded, aii<£ 
ofie,i(fbotn the Lord hath c^o^ir>tided af sin, of 
il^teOt|«ies»/ and ot judgttiettt the devft 

loV ^^Kdiiot di:<p^<$ yoi^ Gilt of rhisi^ m^l I* 6Uf>^ 
pMd fhM gilitt ^tii4 \vtmh ^ticka s<v close, ami* 
ty hiftid' of ^lod hiAi&you s4 fa^r, afticl apf>^ari$^ 
M'feKavy^ tl^ae h« eaiifmit persuade thee^ ttlat^ 
®6d lias Ho Mftd ii> all this. 

I !rav6 ste'ett imtfib^i^s^ that hate htet^ filled 
^th l^grf terfws, b^rrorsi, dt^msl gfeoms, ft^^n* 
tte agifa?tk)iWj tWrtc^S, itld violent t^^ln^; alV 
(tf tv^hicfr fli^e^^ piJrsottd^ havie fan ftoxti pkce W 
p^€ xAfhi and wei« pef|«tu»lly letting every 
bddjTi dn«^ aa well a$ satnt; amd thoiiglt 
Aege we*e wholly from the devilv Uke those o£ 
&ialv who carrieA therm t0 the witch of Enctor^ 
ywl ha^ altraiya obseYved,; that the peopte in^ 
wtaJm thtfy operated^ alwaya ealled it the w^rk 
of Oody and were ofCeft proud of it. Srataa al^ 



Ways palms his own work upon Gody this may 
be seen in almost every person that is mad. 
But if the Holy Ghost quickens a soul, and 
convinces it of its lost estate, though it be at- 
tended with insatiable cries day and night to 
God, and with so keen ^n appetite for the 
bread of life, the favour of God, and the righ- 
teousness of Christ ; yet the devil always tem^its 
the soul to believe that this is' his work,- and 
that it will come to nothing* 

And take thisf rule with you^ and you will 
find it true, in all future judgments that you- 
may have to make in the course .of your pro* 
fessi^n,. that whatever' devils and bypoctttetr 
approve, and applaud, is satan's own work, fol^ 
he is not divided against himself ;< and what-- 
eyerjs condemned, and palmed up/om sfttapi b^ 
hypocrites and devils, is God'a work; foT there 
is no concord between Christ and Belial, Mio^ 

# 

Concord, that is, : the devil will never agree to 
awn, to acknowledge, and approve of, any thing; 
that God does. To oppose the work of God, 
and to support his own dark kingdom, is hin 
unalterable rule of proceeding, and if he varies, 
from this, it is still to serve his:Own turn; as 
\vhen he criied out in the madman, Thou art 
Christ the Son of God, it was done to prejudice 
the glory of Christ; that he being rejected by 
all the rulers of Israel, but confessed by the 
father of lies, he knew that his own testimony 
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would tstand for nothing among the people: 
hence Christ silenced faim, and suffered him 
not to speak. 

And lietmy.dear Mary observe this; God 
summoning us to his bar, and sifting up all the 
evils of our life and heart, and his contending 
with us, and leaving us so long pressed be- 
tween a sense of sin, and a sense of wrath ; it' 
is not done against our sins or actual trans- 
gressioiis only, but the strongest contention is 
against our goodness, or good deeds. God^s 
sword has two edges, the one cuts down the 
worst of man, and the other the best in man. 
But to be more plain my dear, God's language 
to us in the covenant runs thus ; " From all 
their ill thiness, and from all their idols will I 
cleanse them." We are soon willing to part 
with the first, but the latter sticks closer to us 
than our skin ; and this alone is the reason why 
publicans and harlots go in4;o the kingdbm of 
God before the pharisees ; the former have few 
idols, the latter many. . 

Human wisdom is an idol ; *^ If any man will 
be wise, let him become a fool that he may be 
wise.'\ God takes the wise in their own crafti- 
ness, and makes foolish the wisdom of this 
,World ; ** The world by wisdom knew not God." 
Prudence is another idol; persons who admire 
their own carriage, their own discretion, chas- 
^^h de.i»rum, deportment, and pride them- 



selves 4H1 ^fir ^i?ni, jttoml exmincti ^ Wo 

unto tb^ra that i^i^ wm m thieir own eyes, und 
prudent in their own sight/' Isa. v. <?^1. He 
hid^s tb<^$^ t)i^ifig& frcvm tfae prudf nt, Luke^ :x. 
SL 3elfnrigbtepu$Aies9 wasS the^gr^ml idol of 
the Jew^^b UPtt'ioi) ; th&y sou^t righteOAieti^ss 
by the w^nks of [the \»w, and bo fitumbled at 
Christ, wd tcH^ QSf^me ^t that foek ; bence 
Christ say^^ '^ I cam^ nDit io call i^ jig&teous.^ 
Strength isaiiiotb^r cui$^ god of oikps^ ^bcooe, 
God curstes tb^no it^iat niake f]e$h th^ir arcq, 
Jer. xvii. 5. '* iLftt the weak say, I am strong ;** 
and ag^in, ^ ' H^ :gi v^tb poirer to tk^ faifvt, ^ax>d 
to thiem that h^ft^^ no n^iight/' obserye Jbhat, ibo 
might ip the9\9 ^* h^ increases stivengitfti/ Axkd 
that .pl^arisaieal pilide which cl^av^es so idose 
unto us, aoid wbi^ keeps us struggling jA the 
performanp^ of gQOid dieisds, to jcauiiiiteribalanc^ 
bad onps^ and to riepondle omrsqlvses to God, 
and to m^^e our pe^ee wilh him^ Mtti to r^ 
commend QurseilveiS to bifiB, is ^nathitag imt am 
idol, setup in the place .of Christ tlie $uTtt}\ 
Heuce he suffers «s, and the dievil dri ves us en 
at this work, till we despair jof discliaf^ging one 
inite; '' ^n4 wbw Jtbey had nothing to pay, 
he frankly forgave thwa both, and Wbidi will ' 
love him mos-t ?'* 

Xhe,,nexitimag^ J9 pnejudicc in favour ^4fhe 
ppor, pitifuil for.m of godliness in wiiic^ we 
w.ere braiiight Mp» ^' Udng move €;tt:Geedingi / 



jfplowfc" say? JP/ful^./- «f .tj^e ti»j^itipna qf in/ 
fathers^" i&^c, benj(je he p^r^ec^ited the cJ).ur<?lj, 
hated, m^ w^stpd jt ; this wy de^ir M§^ry,^s tiie 
Ijarjjest pw^f ing drai^ghX ; vtjjese ar^ the . V^^t 
^^evilp thott wilt get rid o^ and ^U tb.ese arp 
faJ»« gods, ima§;e$ 5€;t up p tbf he^t, as Qp^ 
pall* tkem by E?^)ueJ ; wd Pajul x?^U3 tjjjem 
higl} tbii^i^s that ^alt ihema^lvies a^Qst tHe 
kjiowledge pf 'God, 2 Cpr. x. 5^ Christ is awad^ 
of God Pjftto us, wiadoni ; his grace wal^s «s 
pF^ent ; . h^ i^ OAir rigbteoiisiieas, a^d o^r 
strength, jsmdiouf rsumty, and ?our Allin AJi; 
Aftd bp will hayp no rivals. Th^« Jas.^ god that 
I got rid .of 10^ human strength, in which X 
*trpv€, v^d hy which I resolved ^d vowed tp 

lyheJast; wh en 4^h# Ailcdf Cjiip:ist came. Hi,s 
$trwgtb va;s noadep^&ptin my .weakves^ ^nd 
when I had nothing left, his gfac/e w.as sui^- 

ficient fox me* 

5ut perhskps I have said too much j you will 
think I want to cram religion down your throat, 
or to build yoit Aip ^^a «^ <mp09Q basis, but in 
truth I desire neither. You read of the con- 
victions of Caifi, |£sw, Sa|ii, fnd Judas ; and 
you read of the convictions of Hezekiah, 
David, Job, and Paiil ; the former is often a 
stumbling-block, that^^tinMSSiagaiiarstall that 
ii^^'^fPJteijseiJ tpp^U.by gra^f, ^ be hapdled 
ifhem against mcj^j AWlhf diflje^^wce het*iee» 

'J|}^n^^%l »^5>*> .*wd' *fe« ^«igwd;is,;.rtip*9B« U 
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hy the Spmt^ the other' being giyefi up 
to satan ; the one has life, the other none. 
Hence one has sensations exceeding keen, 
and affections of grief and sorro\V after 
God, and continual longings, desires, hopes^ 
expectations, and continual prayert to God, 
and the others none. Life, my dtar girl, is all 
that I ever enquire after, ot seek after, in an 
awakened sinner. Tell •— *— , I received his 
letter, it comforted my heart, and delighted my 
soul, it exceeds all I ever had from him. The 
Lord God of Hosts keep him qlose to himself^ 
as there are sad calamities coming on. Tendet 
my most sincere regard, and affection, to your 
father, and friends. Mary, farewell, be of good 
cheer, for God never said to the sons of mett, 
" Seek ye my face in vain/' Excuse all blutf^ 
ders, adieU| 

Your willing servant, 

W. H.S. S, 



^sssttmasm 



LETTER in. 

TO THE SAME. 
My dear Sitter in Christ Jesm, 

Fob such I can call thee in faith, beln^ 
fully persuaded that thou art a chosen vessel, 
predestinated to the adoption of children by 



17 ^ 

Jesus Christ For if thou wast a hastard, the 
rod of God would uot be upon thet ; nor would 
he have faised ihee to hope, nor have suftered 
thee ever to find any liberty wiMi him in pr.i\er; 
nor would he have scaiched thy heait, or tried 
thy reins, or have !J:iven thee such a sense of 
the need of Christ, nor such an hunger and 
thirst after him; Surely if the Lord was mind- 
ed to destroy thee, he would never have re- 
ceived an oflFering at thy hand, nor would he 
have shewed thee such things as these. 

1 am fully persuaded that thou art not got 
near to the bottom of the horrible pit ; nor is 
one half of thy sins, nor one half of thy natural' 
depravity, discovered tb thee as yet. Thou wilt 
see many far worse abominations than thou hast 
seen; all must be sifted up, and canvassed over, 
while thou standest at the ^r of law aiid con- 
science, not knowing how the matter will go, 
and trembling at the fearful scrutiny. But it 
will in time turn out in thv favour, and ter- 
iDinate in God's honour and glory ; and in thy 
justification, and salvation : this 1 firmly be- 
lieve, nor h^ve I a doubt of it. I know that sataii 
hath worried thee since I came away, because 
thou didst not ask me a few more questions, 
atid because thou wast not a little more open, 
as 1 told thee he would; but in all things, by 
prayer and confession, let thy requests be made 
IvQown unto God. 

B 



And furtherroore my, dear yaung woman, b^ 
^sured of this^ that when God visits the stns 
of one of his elect with the rod^ that he will 
never suffer any of hijs children to ward off the 
blows : they ijoust all bear their own burthen. 
We are to encourage them, strengthen them, 
pray for them, and sympathize with them, but 
they §hall alLfeel the plague of their own hearts, 
and every one shall mourn apart, Zech. xii. 12. 
On this account God 3erit Joseph into Egypt, 
Jacob to Padan-ar^m, David to Gath, and 
Moses to M idian, where he would have them 
in his own hand alone, and teach them himself, 
^nd sujSfer them to have no where to look, nor 
ai^y object to confide in, but their God. And 
when they see his l)and with them, and his 
kindness to them, they love him the more, and 
cleave the closer to him. Let patience have its 
perfect work, watch his hand upon thee, wait 
for him, and wait upon him, and thou wilt see 
the fuflfilment of his promise : " They shall not 
be ashained that wait for me." 

Shall be very glad to receive a line from thee, 
as I have thee much on my heart, and a re- 
membrance of thee always in my poor imper- 
fect prayers. Pray tender my kind love to my 
much beloved E. and likewise to your father 
ajid mother, whom my soul loves in the truth, 
an^ for the truth's sake that dwelletb in us. 
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«j(l shall hi witTi d^ for ever. My dear Sister, 
Adieu. So prayd, 

Tthiae ua\<rotthy friend and bVother 

ih Christ, 

w. H. s. a 



j'l - ii liii 1 irri 

Ltvrim IT. 

Ytmn'^ came tcy hand. It is no smpiW com- 
foft and en>coai*agement' to mfe to be made use* 
ful to a*y, bM it h rather woffdeiful that i« 
shoiuM be so in^ my owa country, Wh^er* apro^' 
ph^t dati ejii&ect rio honour. I jjaw iht graKd^ 
of God, and was gl^^; di^d the conimuniotl of 
m&tf^' appears conspicaouf, dtld in this they ai^ ' 
read and known of all. '* G how good and 
lipw pleasant it is for brethren to dwell to- 
gether in unity !" It i^s the ointment of the 
high-priest's head, and the christian armie9' 
battrteh Love is the bond of God's covcnaibti 
the cenp^^nt of nftercy's? faibvic, BXid the beautiful' 
image of the second Adam. Love is' the bond of 
all perfectncss, it is the first' movinj^ cause, and 
the ultimate end, of eternal election ; and thd 
moat predominant and triumphant influence in 
the death of the Son of God. Love is the fuk 
filmetit of every divine kw^ the end of the' 

B 3 
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everlasting gospel, and the perfecting grace ia 
every saint. Love is the best midwife at Zion's 
labour, the completion of the second birth, the 
choicest handmaid to genuine faith. Love is 
the .new born soul's sweetest breast, the way- 
faring fool's unerring path, and the marriage 
knot between Christ aad his church. It is the 
apostolic fiery baptism, the spiritual man's cir- 
cumcision, and the strongest cord on all the 
stakes of Zion. Love is the first-fruit of the 
incorruptible seed, the returning ' prodigal's 
golden ring, and the very beauty of all divine 
holiness. Love is the imprisoned soul's last 
porter, the believer's easiest yoke, and the dy- 
ing saint's softest pillow. Love is the health 
of our couatenance, the discriminating badge of 
oiur profession, and the most illustrious brilliant 
id the incorruptible crown. 
- No soul can ever stand before the book of 
the law, or before the book of life, if destitute 
of all divine charity. The law draws no more 
characters, than two, lovers and haters; ^^ I will 
visit the iniquities of the fathers upon the chil- 
dren, unto the third and fourth generation of 
tbem that hate me ;" and the book of life says 
the .same. Every one that loves Christ, comes 
to him, as to a living stone ; he builds, and is 
built up upon that foundation. " Charity edi- 
fieth," or raises the edifice ; and on the other 
hand all that hate the Saviour make him a 
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stumbling stone, and a rock of offence. And 
as the former are built up, so the latter are 
snared and broken. Here is the seed of the 
woman, and that of the serpent. Love is the 
evident token of salvation, and hatred the evi^ 
dent token of perdition, and both are conspicu- 
ous enough. Tender my kind love to all the 

seed royaL 

Ever your's, 

W. H. S.S. 



LETTER V. 

TO MR. T. 



Dear Friend, 

I RECEIVED thine epistle with joy of 
heart, and bless my God for every respite, de- 
deliverance, ground of hope, beam of light, or 
any comfort granted to thee. Much tribula- 
tion must be the lot of all those who enter the 
kingdom of God ; but the captain of our sal- 
vation was made perfect through sufferings, 
and is touched with the feelings of our infirmi- 
ties, being tempted inall points like as we are, 
and therefore able and willing to succour those 
that are tempted. If the dear Redeemer in-, 
dulges thee with access to himself, with union, 
communion, and fellowship with him, this will 
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l^eep thee out of the world, and from the conir 
pany of it. It vvill bp tfiy pnly refuge, refresh* 
in g, delight^ and felipity in this world} youf 
home will be a Bethel, your closet your h^n- 
qjLietting house ; and God in Cl^ri^t, a foun* 
tain of living waters to SjE^tisfy eypry desiip of 
thy soul* The blood of Christ cjeanses u^ frptn 
all sin, the righteousness of Christ justifiefi u^ 
from all things, the Spirit of Christ makes us 
meet for the glorious inheritance, the grace of 
Christ is sufficient for us, and the strength of 
Christ is made perfect in our weakness. There- 
fore trust thou alone in him, for without him 
thou canst do nothing ; for as ^he branch can- 
not bear fruit except it abide in the vine, no 
more can we except we abide in Christ. 

My happiness lays in my lonely hq^rSi w^f n 
reading, praying tp him in priyatc, qr medi- 
tating on him, 2|nd on what he hath done fqr 
me, poor, miserable, wretp^ied, worthless me; 
. and ill blessing of him, praising him, thanking 
him, and talking freely to him of h\% ^uper* 
abounding grace, and discriminatipg love to 
me, the least of all creatures, the chiefest of 
all dinners, and le^s than the le^st pf all saints. 
But by the t^ndeservec', une^^pec^ed, unim*- 
plored, and untlio^ght of grace of my Oo^ 
I am what I am. Nqr do I envy any man his 
happiness, nor covet any man s state. | know 
ia whom I have behevtd^ and J would adviae 
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my dear friend, not togetittto cdmjiBny, nor 
ta contend and dispute with them* that are 
unacquainted with the power of godliness. 
Tiiis often strips us of our joy.; comfortj and 
peace. It is best to examine, and prove our- 
selves whether we be in the faith ; *' Let every 
man prove his own wt^rk, atwHjl^cn shall he have 
rejoicing in himself alone, and not in another.'* 
For he that prays to the Father in secret, shall 
be rewarded openly, , that is, when he saith to 
the prisoner, Go forth, and to them that sit in 
darkness, shew yourselves, Isai. xlix, 9*' Then 
they come forth shining in light, knowledge, 
wisdom^ and understanding, with a healthy 
conscience, and' a- chearful countenance; with 
joy in their souls, with Christ in their* heart; 
and heaven in their hope. This my dear friend 
is^the religion of Jesus, be tiiis religion mine, 
and God grant it may be* thine also. 

I have many implacable enemies, but the 
Lord still condescends to own and' honour, the 
work of his poof feeble labourer, and niakes 
his yoke easy, and his burthen light; for I love 
my dear master^ and he has given me many in- 
fallible proofs that he has loved me, and that he 
gave himself for me ; has manifested himself 
to. me, and^has been my oomfbrter, my guide, 
my constant and faithful friend, my leader, my 
provider^ my overseer, and bountiful benefac- 
tor for twenty two years, yea, allmy life 16ng; 
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and may he ever coiitiaue the joy iatid rejoicin 

of our hearts, in the house of our pilgrimage. 

Give my kind respects to your spouse, and 

vheu it is well with you pray for, 

W. HUI^TINGTON- 



LETTER VI. 

TO THE SAME. 

My dear Friend, 

I wA<i very sorry to hear last night, of 
your indisposition of body with a bad cold, 
which is now my case, and I am endeavouring 
to nurse myself a little, and 1 wish you would 
adopt the same method. The weather my dear 
friend is too cold for persons in years to cope 
with, indulge yourself a little, till this incle* 
ment season is «)verpast. I have thought your 
present law-suit sits irksome on your mind, and 
troubles you not a little. I am in the same 
state, my predecessor is at me again about the 
duno^. We are born to troubles, but the only 
remedy is simple prayer to God our Saviour, 
who is the wonderful Counsellor, the mighty 
God, the eve lasting Father, and the prince 
of peace. 

Into this court I have taken my cause and 
youi's too, ^nd when we meet again we will da 



it together. " Oppression,** says Solomon, 
*^ maketh a wise man mad ;** but Christ will 
break in pieces the oppressor. We are not to 
be at ease in Zion ; something must come to stir 
us up, and to inform us, that this world is no 
resting place, it is polluted; and those in it 
who have no trials, troubles, or changes, spend 
their days in pleasing dreams, while conscience 
and the understanding are both asleep. But 
the Saviour says, that in hell they lift up their 
eyes. Better therefore he harassed by the 
world, the flesh, and the devil, than to lie in 
such a spiritual lethargy. 

Be constant in prayer, and take advice and 
counsel in the word of God. Thy word, saith 
David, hath been my comfort and my counsel- 
lor, in the house of my pilgrimage. The Lord 
bless, guide, direct and keep you, is the prayer 
0f, Dear Sir, 

Your willing and faithful servant in 
Christ Jesus our Lord, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER VII. 

TO MIL C. 

ft 

Sir, Church-Street, Paddington. 

A COPY of your letter is sent to me, by 
which it appears that you are a Sabelliaiu You 
inf trm Mr W. * your views are not exactly 
alike in all points/ No> Sir^ nor never will be> 
until God the Father by a sense. of hm eternal 
love shed abroad in thy soul, says,. " Yea, I 
have loved thee with aa everlasting love :" un- 
til Christ manifests himself to thy conscience, 
by an appjication of his atonement^ t^t speak- 
eth better things than that of Abel: and untii 
the Holy Ghost cries, Abba, Father,, in thee. 
When thou hast . received these three that 
bear witness in the earthy thou, wilt believe in 
the three persons that bear record in heaven, 
but not till theo> 

Mr W. uses the term three persons, but you 
use the words, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, 
which is the language of scripture ; but then if 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, be not three 
persons, what are they? Names? Characters? 
Emanations? Non-Entities; Or what? I know 
of none> I know of nothing by the law of God, 



that is ^apablo, ar can b? allowed to bear re** 
cord, or bear witness against any, or for any» 
but persons, much less worshipped. God the 
Father is a person, Heb. i. 3 ; and then what 
can God the Son be ? Why, " The express 
ifnag? of bis persoq/' If the Father be a per-> 
son, the Soq must^ Qf he cannot be the expre^if 
image of his person. 

But perhaps ypu suppose, that Christ is a 
^oia only by office, ^ magistrates are, or in co« 
yenant character ; in neither of which senses 
can he be the only-begotteq Son of God- 
But you rn^y object to this, and say, Christ 
is the Son ot God by his miraculous conception 
in^ Mi^i'y'^ wopib; but in that sense, he had no 
Father. His human nature was the woman's 
seed, and t^e Hply Ghost declares, that as man 
h^ if without father, and as Qod without mo- 
tbef. Both the Fs^ther ^nd the Son, ave cs^Ued 
persons, a& in J^eb. i. 3, 9 Cpr. ii. )Q; Matt, 
xxyii. S4. 

And as personal existence, working, and 
operation, bearing record, and bearing witness, 
cournsel, will, power, mnd^rstanding, law-giving, 
writing laws, qualifying persons for the work of 
the ministry, distri,buting gifts tjo them accord^ 
iog to his ow^ will, giving orders to separate 
Barnabas and Paul to the work whereunto the 
pi^rsonali pronoun, I, have called thein, dwelling 
in the. saLiqts, quickening their dead| bodies, and. 



S8 

fashioning them according to the glorious body 
of Christ at the great day ; besides the act of 
blaspheming-, and sinning againt him, incurring 
the greater damnation ; I say, if all these ac- 
counts of personal existence, and personal pro- 
perties, can be applicable to any thing, or any 
name, character, office, or emanation, under 
heaven, but to a^ divine person, it will be im- 
possible to fix the grarhmatical sense of any one 
word either in the book of God, or any code of 
human laws, so as to know substance from 
shadow, or persons from things. 

You think the word, us, Gen. i. 26; and 
Isaiah vi. 8. is explained in John xiv. 23 ; hold- 
ins: fortli the divine and human natures in in- 
seperable union, John x. 30. 

These are your thoughts, but God knows that 
the thoughts of men are vain, therefore he calls 
upon men to forsake their thoughts. The 
word, us, in Genesis you say, respects the hu- 
man and divine nature, but the word, us, the 
objective case of We, respects persons, We, or 
us, is the plural of I, and means persons. But 
is Christ divided ? Is his human and divine na- 
ture two persons ? No, nor is his •human nature 
a person at all, nor is ever once called so in all 
the book of God ; for his humarf nature never 
had personal existence ; it never existed of 
itself, but in union with the person of the Son 
of God, and therefore you must find a better 
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raeaiiing for the word, us: for Christ's human 
nature is not called a person but a thing, '• A 
new thing in the earth." And again, " That 
holy thing that shall be born of thee shall be 
called the Son of God." Here is one person, 
and a thing assumed or taken into union with. 
that person, and both natures is Immanuel, 
God with us, one person. 

Yoii darken counsel by words without know- 
ledge, instead of speaking in the language of 
scripture; and you do err, not knowing the 
scriptures and the power of God. You are in 
a perilous path, may a good God stop you. 
You must lay aside Mr Elliot, and all like him, 
and sit down at the Saviour's foot and receive 
of his words : for all your lessons must be, 
learned bver again. If you are not subverted 
so as to be hardened in your heresy, you are 
welcome to write to me, and to any instruction 
God shall give you by nie, . But until you are 
better taught, I charge you in the name of' 
God, no more to enter into my pulpit at Dept^ 
ford. 

Your's in the verity and power of the 
everlasting gospel. 

\V. HUNTINGTON. 

P.S. You would have had a full refutation 
from me of every branch of dunuiable heresy 
that.appears in your's, were it not for my deep 



engagement with tk wdtk now in the fxtesi ; fof 

as the Lord livetli, therd is but dne truth tH all 
your letter, that is, * Our views are nut alike/ 
But in a few dajs shall be disetigaged, and th^n 
will attend to you, either as a eorre^pondetlt^ 
or an antagonist. 



LETTER VIII. 

TO TllE SAME. 
. Sir, 

Your last came safe to hand. I have had 

ifty suspicions according to the coRtcnts 6f 
your's, but this was no matter of grief to me* 

I was the more concerned from thinking, that 

he had imbibed his tenets from you, which I 

am certain will bring bitterness in the end botb 

to you and to him^ 

God knows I want to deceive, beguile, or 

mislead, no man. Dreadful conflicts hath the 

devil carried on with with me fof years against 

that point. When I had no friend to condole, 

no sound minister to attend, no commentator 

to consult, God gave me this promise, ** Call 

upon me and I will answer thee, arid shew thee 

great and mighty things which thou knowest 

not," Jcr. xxxiii 3. But it was long before he 
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fulfilled it| and when he did make it good he 
did it effectually. I have a letter which hath 
been lately sent to me by a very honest, simple 
man, and he holds God the Father to be the 
only object of worship, and excludes both the 
Son and Spirit/ You hold the Saviour to bf 
the only poi^n, and exclude both the Spirit 
and the Father ; and the bible favours him as 
much as it favours you : and thus you two hold 
two distinct gods. 

However, my former teaching is now of use 
to me, and I am endeavouring to handle every 
text that he hath sent, and every text that you 
have, aodto set them in their own proper lights 
in harmony with other parts of holy writ, in 
which there Is no confuaion, nothing f reward 
nor perverse, Satan can distress, confound, con^^ 
fuse, and perplex us about these deep things 
of God ; and he can suddenly abate in these his 
infernal operations, and cast a false ray of light, 
put a false construction on God's word, make a 
false application of it, give a false joy with it, 
<ind fix a false confidence in it. I have seen 
enough of this to make you tremble, and of the 
dreadful consequences of it, in three persons 
who held just the same as^ou do. 

But let a man fix on what he may, all the 
time that nine parts of scripture out of ten mi^ 
litate against him, it is impossible that he should 
ever stand the fiery trial. Truth must be our 



shield and buckler, and truth tntist make ui 
free; but those who are found to be false wit-* 
nesses of God, are without this armour, and 
without this freedom. However if you have 
any reverence of your Maker, or aiiy regard to 
your, soul's welfare, and are not wise above 
what is written, you might wait- upr)n. me at 
my house, you would find an open heart, and 
an open mouth. I should neither defile your 
judgment with heresy, or corrupt your man- 
ners by bad example.* If you. do not comply 
with this, your trying hour will soon find you 
out;; and when once you begin to. sink, and 
your bands to be made strong, you will find 
this to be true, God shutteth up a man and 
there can be no opening. I caii shew you a 
man now in town, who fell from your trap, 
and has lain in irons twelve years, and there he 
will lay .Lbelieve to all eternity, 

I admonishied him, but he was too well esta- 
blished to listen to a fool, therefore began to 
preach the same doctrine that you do^ but 
down he came in a moment; and by this awtul 
instance God convinced me, and confirmed 
me, that the teaching he had given me was the 
tnith. I cried to God day and night for years 
for this man, because I loved him, but never 
could prevail. God stopped my mouth, and at 
last turned my heart to hate him ; and this is- 
the second time, Sir, that I have admonished 
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yon. Should ycm humble yourself so much as 
to accept this offer of mine, signify it to me by 
a line, and I will appoint the. morning when I 
shall be at leisure, and you can Cf>me early and 
breakfast with me alone in my study. 

Your willing servant in the truth, 

W. HUNTINGTON- 



LETTER IX. 

TO MR. N. 



.Paddmgtoih 

Ikdeed my deal- brethren in the Lord 
Jesus Christ, my great labour and incumbrances 
inake me forget many things. In the spring 
of the year I was engaged in publishing th6 
bands of marriage between my Master and 
^any more. All the summer I have beeii 
busy in reaping and carrying corn; the hot 
weather has taken away many shocks, coming, 
ascending in season. At present we are busy 
in ploughing and stirring the fallows, breaking 
the clods, and grubbing up the thorns. All 
the winter I shall be busy in threshing in hope, 
and beating the mountains, while my Master 
fans away the chaff. My curates at present 
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are all engaged, they have set up for themselves, 
and I am saddled with the duty ; and my flight 
must not be in the winter, because of my totter- 
ing tabernacle, nor on the sabbath-day, because 
I cannot be spared. I have been two journies 
already, and I have two engagements more, I 
have many frowns and sour looks for this. 
Having therefore stood proxy for my master, 
and married a wife for him, I cannot come, 
therefore have me excused. 

I hope to come and see my son before I die, 
and to be a witness of his glory in Egypt, 
but I am afraid to say when, because I am not 
my own master, and being the servant to an 
elect lady, I am not my own man ; my mis- 
tress being of high rank, takes a deal of wait- 
ing on ; I have all the shoes to clean, that their 
feet may be properly shod, and the beds to make 
as under chamberlain ; for if they make them 
themselves, they are always so short, and the 
coverings so narrow, they cannot wrap them* 
selves in them. What with lighting the can- 
dles, sweeping the house, carrying the lanthorn, 
girding up my loins, and running before, I 
have work enough ; I am Jack of all trades, 
servant of all work, and master of nothing. 

I wish you all the presence and the blessii\g 
of the Lord of all lords, and sincerely wish 
that you may not act as Paul did to the Gala- 
tians, that is, change your voice. That his 
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floctrine may be yea, and amen, and that your 
voice may not be Hosanna now he is upon the 
ass, and crucify him when he drives out the 
buyers and sellers. That he may be at a point, 
and you at a certainty, is the prayer and desire 
of, Dear Brethren 

Your brother in Christ, 
and fellow-servant 
in his kingdom and patience, 

W. HU^TI^'GTON. 



LETTER X. 

TO THE SAME. 

Ip my dear Brother hath anxiously ex- 
pected a line from me, I think by this time 
that patience must have had its perfect work. 
But he knows that I am a man of much busi- 
ness, and have but little time to spend or to 
spare ; and sometimes when I have time I have 
ao matter, of course no head nor heart for the 
Work. For when we are forced to pull, to 
pump, to squeeze, and to press, it is hard work, 
and the contents as dry as a basket ; but when 
the spring arises and overflows, then the head 
IS like a bee-hive sending forth its swarms, 
while the pen labours to keep pace with the 

C2 
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thoughts : " Counsel in the heart is as deep 
waters, and the words of wisdom as a flowing 
brook.- 

This spring is at times shut up, and this foun- 
tain is often sealed, but when the good Spirit 
opens and stirs the spring, and unseals the 
fountain, then it rises, runs, and refreshes, so 
that every thing lives where this river of life 
Cometh. And we are astonished at the won- 
derful fountain, never suspecting there was 
such a wonderful Source within, the treasure 
affording both things new and old. I am at 
this time an invalid, have been unable to 
march, or to use my arms, and therefore was 
thrown up upon the baggage "waggon, and am 
now in the hospital among the sick, poor, wound- 
ed, halt, lame, maimed, and bruised, but hope 
.shortly to be able to appear again in the field 
of action, or else t^he Philistines will shout, 
supposing the ark to be taken. 

I have been now about twenty-four years 
without the camp, bearing his reproach, and 
hope not to be dismissed without a pension, 
having served so honourable a captain. But 
long marches, bad winter quarters, short al- 
lowances, stoppages, and perpetual skirmishes, 
have much weakened and impaired the earthly 
tabernacle ; however I hope to die in the field, 
and never to desert the standard, nor the ban- 
ner of everlastinfg love. Truth hath hitherto 
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been my shield and buckler, and the Lord or 
hosts, mighty in battle, hath stood by me and • 
brought mc off more than conqueror, so that 
none could ever say, we have prevailed against 
him ; and I believe and hope they never wiW. 
Sore engagements have I had with devils, a 
long and lingering war >vith the old man who ' 
hates peace, with this enemy there is no flag of 
truce, no discharge but by death. As to the 
world and I, we are well agreed, that is sick of 
me, and I of it, they will shout when I am gone, 
and 9o shall I« 

But hypocrites in Zion are the worst foes, 
for they come in th^ g-arb of friends, war io the 
heart, but words snaootber than oil. These 
generally betray, or stab you to the heart with 
a kiss, as Joab and Judas did ; but surely there 
are none so abhorred 4^ Gody »one in such a 
perilous state as these. A hypocrite in Zion is 
worse than a devil, - and we abound with such 
in our days, especially in London, -where the 
generality of ministters Foster, nourish, and 
bring up iiothing but such. I hope to have no 
peace with these, but to be an iron pillar and a 
brazen wall against them, even to the last. How , 
thou goest' on I know rior, but am fully per- 
suaded that if the Lord makes thee useful, the 
devil will make thee miserable. He that e^ts 
the little book, hath honey in his mouth, and 
Wormwood in his heart The paschal Lamb 
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and the bitter herbs, the bread of life and 
mingled wine, must go together. These exer* 
cise us, and make us feel for others, and teach 
us to know what is in our hearts, by harrowing 
up all the rebellion therein ; and this leads us 
t9 see in the word of God, what he says to 
such sinners in such cases. 

I hear thou art married, that thou hast got 
the one thing necdfil, seeing it is not good 
that m^n should be alone. You have agreed 
to put your troubles together to make one com'* 
mon stock of it. Be it so ; live joyfully with 
the wife of thy youth whom thou lovest, God 

bless you botbi «^nd all the little flock. 

So prays, 

W. H. S. S. 



^msam 



LETTER XI. 

TO MR. C, 

Gainsbormigb, 

I HAVE a wonderful story to relate. Some 
days ago there came into this town a strange 
woman, she was very tall and genteel, very 
ancient, grave, and majestic ; richly clad, and 
niost beautifully adorned. Her graces wer$ 
winning and sittr^ctive, her steps stately, her 
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air admirable, and gait singular. She scetnccl 
very narrow in her inspections, and her eye was 
very observant : she seemed very active in her 
motions, and of very wise deportment. When 
she entered the town she stood awhile on a 
high hill, and spoke to a few people as they 
passed ; I heard her voice and followed her ; I 
her viewed from head to foot, with all the eyes 
I had, I saw her jewels were indeed valuable, 
her attire costly but plain. ' Her features were 
minute but proportionable, and in my judg- 
ment of things, she is an ornament to all her 
sex ; and for her singular beauty far surpassing 
the daughters of men. If ever I let my eyes 
run without a rein, they did then ; indeed she 
took me with her eye-lids, and I was fast 
caught in the amorous net. I enquired if any 
knew her, some said they had just seen her, 
others said they had heard the fame of her, 
but none could tell me where she came from 
for certainty; all was conjecture about her 
nativity, nor could I find any among them all 
that was well acquainted with her. Never 
since I came into this world, did I ever find so 
intense a desire after. any person as after her; I 
longed to have a little converse with her, knd 
indeed the sight of her would have done me 
good, but there was no likelihood of my being 
thus gratified. Being very desirous of know- 
ing where she came from, I made perpetual 
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enquiry after her, and at last I found a young 
man, named Jedidiah, who knew her well; and 
he told me she had placed her affections some 
years ago on a young man, and she seemed sa 
ill love that she could not well conceal it 

The young man was very reluctant to the 
match, becaase there were several embarrass- 
ments in the way, as first, he must get aa act 
of parliament to change his namej secondly 
he must forsake father, mother, and all that bo 
had; thirdly, their dispositions were so diata)- 
etrically opposite to one another. ,Howbeit 
the match is not brol^e off, several peqple were 
together the other night at the gcai.tlejp^n'^ 
Jiause,, and among all the rest I \yas invited^ 
but did not know at first, that the lady was 
there; but when I saw her there, I tboughjt 
my curiosity was gratified. I watched hej? 
narro-wly, and I found by her brol^en language 
that ,she was a foreigner, for she spoke very bad 
English. ... 

, One man spake to l\er about politics, but -she 
gave him no, answer; another asl^ed her s.ev£rAl 
questions about astronomy, but she seemed ^ 
stranger to all sciences and arts. She was 
very sensible indeed in divinity, hermCRiory 
was strong, her views clear, her judgment ripe, 
her ideas consistent, her conversation nervous, 
and her sentences weighty, and delivered with 
much solidity. She looked cheerful, but never 
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once offered to smile. The young man asked 
her if she had any fortune, for you must know 
we methodist parsons are all for money ; at that 
she htld up her hands and said, in my left 
hand is length of days, and in my right hand 
riches and honour. He asked her if she thought 
she could manage a family, an<l furnish a table, 
and she ^aid, she could kill her own beasts, 
ftirnish her own tabk, mingle dier own wine, 
aed bid h^jr owa guests. 

The next day they were married, and I was 
there, ai>d sa soon as they came into the par* 
iQur $he kissed him and aaid, ^^ I wisdom durell 
Wftb ^udcncB.'* \ I iwas exceedingly well enter- 
tained, for. the bride put forth a few riddles 
saying, " I find out luaowledge of witty inven- 
tions;" and uodierstanding, her k.insworaan, un- 
folded them. Her father embraced the^bride-^' 
g'Toom, SL^d itidy Let tier breasts satisfy you at 
a}l times, and be thou always ravished with her 
love. Another said, Let him take heed 'to bis < 
spirit. And deal not treacherously with the wife 
of hia youth. And another said, slie shall be' 
ari orpMie^t of grace to his neck, and a crown 
of glpry sball she djelivcr unto him* ' So we 
bjolfe qp, and then I found her father was the 
a^icient of days^ Her husband's name was pru- 
die^ce, her kinswoman was understanding, and 
her maiden nume was wisdom^ but now it is 

grace. 

W.H. 
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LETTER XII. 

TO THE SAME. 
My dear Brother in Christ Jesus, 

I HAvc no doubt but you bore a part of 
my burthen in this last conflict with satan, and 
therefore conclude that you would be glad to 
know what the labour and travail of this moun- 
tain brought forth. It hath not answered the 
expectation of the conspirators, by any means ; 
some were foolish enough to think to vote me 
out of my office, though I were never voted in; 
and others expected me to be dismissed with a 
formal ceremony, who were received by me 
only^ at our first formation. 

Their democratic principles led them so high 
as to attempt an invasion of the priesthood, and 
even to shew their authority in the province of 
the pulpit, which I view as sacred to the am- 
bassador that God is pleased to send there to 
personate him, to those who inquire after him, 
and to be as his mouth to the objects of his * 
choice. In vain am I made a watchman, un- 
less I have authority in my word to cry fire, or 
detect a thief; I cannot perform the part of an 
overseer of the flock, if I am not to resist the 
attempts of a grievous wolf. And how can I 
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be a faithful messenger either to God or meii« 
if I do not resist, oppose, and exclude from my 
pulpit, a damnable impostor, who is in profes- 
sion a hypocrite, in knowledge a novice, in 
spirit a hardened rebel, in office a minister of 
^atan, and in life and practice a son of Belial? 
The congregation of hypocrites is already deso<» 
Ute, and the fire shall consume the tabernacles 
of bribery. 

We have four branches of srt which are made 
use of in London, to keep a shattered cause 
and a ruined party together, when God kaves 
it, and begins to blow upon it and blast it; 
these are, field preaching, prayer-meetings, 
love-feasts, and organs, which are the infallible 
marks of a decay in gain of godliness, and of 
sijiking into insolvency : the opposition to me 
have tried the former two, and I expect shortly 
tq hear of the third, not of the fourth for want 
of money. These are the traps made use of 
where the power of God is wanting, and for want 
ofwhich the houses of God are deserted and get 
thin ; but these snares are laid in the sight of 
many birds who have long observed tlie cheat, 
and therefore they are spread in vain. Our old 
acquaintance ^ and five more, are bonds- 
men for the rent, and he is the leading man on 
tb^ Monday evenings at the prayer meetings, 
but all is not sufficient to keep this rope of sand 
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togetfier, for, " Wickedness shall be broken 
as a tree," Job xxiv. 20. 

The little man is now of very little accouBt, 
in very little esteem, and not a little mortified 
to see himself so little in the eyes of many; 
he is so filled with rage at the mention of 
m'y name, that he bounds with electric fire, 
atid has hard work to keep his feet on the 
earth, they that are cruel trouble their own 
flesh : ^* The turning away of the simple shall 
slay them, and the prosperity of fbols shall 
destroy them. But whoso hearkeneth unto 
me, shall dwfell safely, and shall be quiet from 
fear of evil", Prov. i. 31, 32. I *have no doubt 
of the whole rent falling on the bondsmen, and 
the e3cpences( of the alterations likewise, for it 
was those gentlemen who gave the orders, so 
ynii see we go a warfiire at our own charges ; 
biit as yet we have wrought no deliverance in 
the earth, nor have the inhabitants of the 
%vorld fallen. 

At first setting off, there was great shouting 
in the camp of the Philistines, and they ex- 
pected the Hebrews would be soon drove into 
their holes, and it was concluded that the ark 
was taken : we had only the letter, the power 
was with them ; but, alas ! the house of Saul 
waxeth weaker and weaker, and the house of 
David increases and must increase, till the 
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.kingd6ift3 of this world acknowkd^ their 
rightful sovreign, and submit to his sceptre. 
The army of Saul is scattered from him, his 
whole forces do not exceed a hundred^ and thie 
chief part of these are scouting partis, fallen 
oflF from their old commanders ; and some of 
them have been drsbanded for cowardice, somie 
were discharged with stripes on their backs, 
and others have been drummed out of other 
regiments for misdemeanour^» Under these 
circumstances the standard bearer faints, flags, 
and gets very much dispirited, and well he 
may, for God's banner was never displayed over 
him, nor one soldier ever enlisted by him, nor 
one deserter ever restored to his colours 
through him ; the armour of God was never 
upon him, npr any commission ever received 
from him, therefore he can expect neither pay 
nor pension; he must live by plunder and 
forage, or else he must work, and with quiet- 
ness eat his own bread, or perish with hunger : 
so you see that, " By means of a whorish wo- 
man, a man is brought to a piece of bread, and 
the adulteress will hunt for the precious life," 
Prov. vi. ^6. 

The false flame is quite extinguished, and 
nothing but a stinking snuff is perceptible 
among them ; under this cold chill many are 
creeping back in hope of getting into winter 
quarters among us, but the peace officers will 
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grant them no billetts, nor will any of the ren* 
dezvous that are open for his Majesty, receive 
them, for both their countenance and their 
hand-cuffs proclaimed their diJ*^oyaky and per- 
jury. They have deserted their colours, and 
God refuses either to be the strength of their 
heart, or the health of their countenance ; the 
former is given up to the buffettings of satan, 
and the latter proclaims their treachery. As to 
their appearance, their uniform is only that of 
a spencer, for like David's ambassadors their 
skirts are cut off close by the rump, so that 
that they walk naked; and many who before 
viewed their judgment as a robe and diadem, 
now see their shame and shuu their company. 
This is not a little degrading, especially to our 
little saint Crispin, who will be great though 
he is no better than a servant of all work, and 
as a borrower he is a servant to the lender, con- 
sequently a servant of servants* My respects to 
all friends. The Lord bless thee, so prays^ 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER XIII. 

TO THE SAME. 
My dear Brother, Bristol, 

I AM now in this large and populous city, 
my audience is seldom less on the weekly lec- 
ture evenings than between one and two thou- 
sand. The tabernacle holds upwards of two 
thousand, and if three thousand could get in it 
would be full. I found myself at first much 
agitated, and felt myself in a very disagreeable 
frame of mind, but the attendance that they 
give, their attention in hearing, and the affec- 
tion they shew to me, has drawn my love much 
into union with them. 

I preach seven times a week, and they have 
tied me fast for a six weeks stay, how this 
will be received in London I know not ; but I 
eloped from them without mentioning in my 
pulpit my departure, fearing I should meet 
with a strong opposition. Howbeit I believe 
God has brought me here, and doubtless hq 
will own and bless my labours, which begin to 
appear very visible already. The place is at- 
tended 1)y a great many of the gay and polite, 
and many of them are a gracious and pious 
people. I hope my little ones are well, and all 
friends, as I bless God I am at present; and 



48 

indeed I have found many sweet humbling 
times in private, and the Lord has been pre- 
cious to me. 

I have seen a new chapel erecting, between 
Bristol and the Hot-wells, the ground for which 
was bought, and the money left to finish it by 
that pious lady , and she and her compa- 
nion often entertained themselves with the 
thoughts of being deposited in it as the iirst 
fruits ; but both are dead before it is erected. 

My kind love to , and all friends, and 

accept the same from one who wishes ever io 

be esteemed 

Your ready servitor, 

W. HUNTINGTON^ 



LETTER XIV. 

TO MR. B. 



My Dearly Beloved Brother in. Christ, 

I LONG to know how you all do at B. 
I have been busy scribbling a sermon^ which I 
have been desired to print, and having dis- 
patched that, I am coming to ask after your 
welfare. O my dearly beloved friends in Christ 
Jesus, who is there in this world that can be 
more highly favoured than we are, who have a 
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Odd $d near to us 'as the Lord otir God id, ixi 
every thing that vre call upon him For- ' 

A thousand promises have we jjot in faitb^ a» 
thousand bttssings inr hope^* and all spiritual 
blessings in heavenly plates in Christ Jesus- 
Our Lord. We ate loved with an everlastings 
love, ■ bound up in the bond x)f , an everlastitig 
cov^nant^ which was ratified by the blood: of 
Christ, and confirmed to us by the bath of 
God : ** By myself have I sworn that itt bles-^^ 
stng I will bless thee, and so have L^wonr that* 
I will not be wrath with thee, - nor rebuke^ 
thee*'-' His- God enlightened iis? it is ever-b- 
lasting light. Hath he quickened Usf* it is^ 
everlasting life. Hath he drawn us to love' 
him? it is everlasting love. Hath he ever 
comforted us ? it is everia^tin^ consolation, and ' 
good hdpe through grace. All the^ecwe shall 
take to heaven with lis, these can never belost. 
Now let us look on the other side of the* 
question. Wo be to them that are at ease in^ 
Zion, we ire nrft those. Wo be to you Mrhen 
all men speak well of you, this is not our Ipt^ ' 
If ye are without chastisement thea are ye ' 
bastards and not sons,, this is not our case^ . 
They have no changes' and therefore they fear^ 
not God, we are not in that state. " Blessed 
is the man whom thou chastenest, O Lord, and - 
teaches t him out of thy law," that is.ouxs, - 

D 
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*l Biased JJB tbo imm. ti^t f»dw«j^ jtempUtlon, 
for when he is tried >h0 9ba}l f/ee«iv)e tbie crp^wu 
of }!&,'' Hie OQfoe nipt bebind m tbi9/' '' Ypu 
ihail In^ hiuted of hU m^n for aiy nam^ sake»'' 
ve daios tbid abo. ^' B^eaaed ar€ ye wben vfxw 
lyirile yoii, and speak aU manner of evil igaiQrt 
y<)» for toy ^ake,*^ tbb ia oura. '^ I bavi» chqAOi 
j^Qu io tbe furnace of aftidtion^'' we ha^e beeo 
there, ^' { love tliemtbat lovfe me,'' we daint^ 
thji. <^ And he that loveth hif brathier abidietb 
in tiie lighl:, and there is no occasion of sftum'* 
bjing » bim ; for we know that we arie pMsed 
from d9aj:h toJifb becansa we lore the breth* 
ren-'* TbMs we come behind in no gifit, no 
€^'i4fn«e, fflP to^» f^ good. 

Q 3v^ a stflt^ is. this, what has Giod wrought 
{^ sa<f h poor flonl* a^ wei poor blind bats, sin- 
ful rehfl«, and enismie» to all good. But his 
wrtth is Appcasedj reconciliation is made, onr 
ransoin^ ii» paid, the gates of heaven are open 
bfifore.iisi^:asui there is po condetpnation to 
thieni ihat avr in. Christ Je^us* Oh let us never 
deapise the day of small things, nor slacken our 
diligence, but /covet earnestly the best gifts, 
and fbltow 9fter charity, peace, righteousness^ 
patifnce, covuniinion and fellowship with him, 
and after the.comfort, support, wd joy of hope 
which hfi^ hath promiaed to us. A few days or 
years . more and ^e shall quit this stf^e of ac* 



tion, attil tee th6 «#e^t«ttt Am, .the kindest 
friend, the most delightful, beautiful,, aod 
glorious otjeet that iitov^n tftver D^ealed, or 
that immortal souls ivtt behold.* 

Then will life'.siij^r'^^ Come ye blessed of my 
Father>"^ind* then take us by the hand and 
lead us up to the ancient of days, saying, " Be- 
hold me, and the children that thou hast given 
me.** Fill them with songs, saith the blessed 
Father of all mercies and God of all comfort, 
and let everlasttng j^'-be upon their heads, 
and let sorrow md sjgjhia^g. ^ee away. Lead 
tliem to the fountain of living waters, bathe 
them in the nVer'^df'ihy j^^teksuite^. Aiid place 
t^etA' ne^l'to tiyy4al£;llst ihem bti. fivWned 
Tdth^ glory, ^^d :put tbc paim <tf victory. .ii> 
tbei^ Wand^atid thfe rth9p£iimsA0rl^]\tf,i^'i\ipif{ 
$o\ihi kt^d Idt itheth ueiebrate buy. jimi^e/.tiii^ t^ 
siaWatiottlbl^e^-eraiidfeverl My 'pi» Jike'fli repr> 
tlve hoi^ 1ia& ^rcirried kna quite awajr^ r',tiU I 'aqit 

almost gofltittibo the upper regioxus; • lu l . . 

I ' • 
B. and E. ' Hy ^ neif ^ ' te ifiy liearl, ' in everyt 

prayei' of 'niine yoil affe fixiite to come tMibifiigi 

up intb^ Aiy mind' *rithf '-dome'tW^g Iik4 thin, ' 

when itf ikweil xv^th thefe^ tetnemb^r tne/ f* 

sljall be glad to be scared to ^e^ tlie old batn- 

once mote if my good God permit.' Ood for 

everljless thee and thy whtile household,* istandi 

Da 



I hope evier will be, the earnest prayer aad 
desire of, 

Dearly beloved brethren axid sisters 
in Christ Jesus, 

Eternally your's. 
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LETTER Xy. 

TO THE SAME. 
' Dearly Bdoved in the LordJ^sos C^rist^ 

Your's came to' hand yesterday* As I 
Was not at borne when yoi^r letter came, it 
being cold, I shut myself up in my' cabin all 
the week, and so I continue till I have finish- 
ed this week's work. It rejoices ^y heart 
to hear from you, and to be informed of the 
welfare of your family, all of which you men- 
tion except — r, therefore I conclude she 
is fled into the wilderness, into her place where 
she shall be nourished fpr a time from tl^e face 
of the serpent, for my f God will neyer sufler 
the souls of the righteous to famish. 

You dv not tell me how poor mother's health 
is. I have lately dropped a few scraps to 
■ ^ , relative to a sudden and violent onset 
between the devil and the Doctor, even in th^ 
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cabiQ, and on the Lord's day morning, wbich J 
do not now wonder at, as I have long felt ai| 
uncommon energy oh my spirit to press on to 
the mark of the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus, Phill. iii. 14. And I do 
find the mor« earnest the more oppositios^ not 
when I am' careless, but when I would do g^odi 
evil is present with me* The spouse put of het 
eoat, and then she washed her feet;, she, laid 
aside her profession, and then the devil and 
corruption ceased; but when the Lord said, 
Return Shulamite, then she became Mabamjm 
again, a company of two armies. No p^ce 
with the devil .and corruption but, upon a c^ssa* 
tion of arms in the fight of faith ; but we must 
not send an ambassage to desire conditionis.of 
peace on such terms., ..[ 

In the vi6lent temptation I felt myself a.Wr 
fixlly rebellious, and because I had kmg.wept 
and prayed for some poor distressed souls in. 
the country, and they had lately increased, in 
their calamities, like Moses in Egypt I rebelled 
as he did, when instead of a deliverance a 
double tale of brick was exacted. Here. I 
sulked and sat down, and said in my heart, I 
will pray for them no more, and so I continued 
till last Thursday, when another slip of the 
feet, and a lash on the back, set me down at 
his feet, clothed and in my right mind. Since 
then I have sailed on agamst wind and tide as 
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^^uaK But this panrt of . the bdithoni andlitart 
1^ the day; I mdaii tbat of t^ftTailing. again ili 
l^rth, till Christ is formed in tfa€in» ia liot faUcn 
to your shariQ : this is peculisir td tbe young 
fts^s that earttbe groutd, aodto hbdinen that 
^6rk at the dun^-gate; howevser, yesterdily I 
Uacf a go6d day. Now B»y mul. Umga to make 
Hup wit)i my dear Lof d^ bat I caiin<4 make 
free, and v^ture bat.6€ self^ unless the ckiod 
1# dii^petfied and the aim fidrinea^mt In Ucipa 
6f this,- t am m afiid oat of. ael^ but dlaro sot 
ve^ure^ for there ia a lion ia the ^ajy* : 

You tell me yon are in darknqn and bond*- 
a^, atid 80^ m» I^ dqd tkEtrkSoact can i^ast .but 
little light upon yotit path, titd^sa the blind can 
kad the blind Ldgal liandage^ aisvish feic, 
insensibilityi carelessness,, unbelttfi .hardoeai^ 
impieiaiteiicy j deiperate * gcislf, M unrcilentfaig 
loffrow, ate all repr^setttddi in; s^riptiif d as ciI<H 
sibg; ttraitemn^, or shu^fchig ;Up tbe belurL 
Abd embelief is siidto loct abid.boft ilv ItewM 
fok i^ad in thtt Scrag of die idl^nrbb's bdovied 
J^uttifig itt hid hamd by the hole of thef door^ and 
Her^bowelsbttfing moved by th^ sensation.. She 
ils0^ to open aad hisr handa dropped inykrh 
ikpcm the ' handle of the lock. The hand waa 
ber faith> the myrrh wa& loye^ 93ad this made 
tlie bolt of infldelitjr to giiie way a^d fly back ; 
ftith \vorkB by knra, and. love dtevr the liand of 



faith out, altidset it to work agam upon her 
best beloved. 

Christ's knocking at the door^ sometimes 
aignifi^^ alarming Judgments, which God. makes 
use of to awaken 3ome sinners, which by the 
Spirit brings the poor creature to lay the awful 
report to heaft The report of Pharaoh's de- 
struction at the Red Sea had this effect upon 
Rabab, the harlot of Jericho, whose heart was 
opened by it to receive the spies in r<peace. 
Sooietimes his knocking is by the word preach* 
cd. *' J't is the voice of my beloved that 
knoekethJ' ^' I stand at th^ door and knock, 
and if any toan hear my voice," &c. Our 
Ldrd explains thiis himself , in the^ same chapter 
tiiody ^ Ad many as I love I rebuke and chajsten^ 
be ^ealoira thertefoK and .Ti^penti" Rev. iil 19- 

Sonie seasons we are like the earth in winter^^ 
hvren, aodthfese are no lively goings fprth in 
faith, hope^ love, prayer^ praise, gratitude, nor 
thanksgivings. To sucji he lays, Open tp me> 
opening the mputh often moves the hearty 
" Open thy mouth wide and I will fill it.'* 
Sometimes the heart is filled, overwhelmed 
with grief, " I am so troubled that I cannot 
speak,'* says the Psalmist Opening is to bring 
forth the sorrows of the heart by the words of 
the mouth, " I poured out my soul by myself, 
I shewed before him my trouble/' " I will 
speak," says Elihu, ** that 1 may be eased ; 



56 

Sometimes the heart is closed by being stub- 
born under the rod, morose, . sulky^ silent, and 
froward, it will neither submit nor yield; it 
will npt o\v^n, acknowledge, nor confess to 
God, but like Job, harden on^'s self in sor- 
row, although he asks, " Who hath hardened 
himself against him, and hath prospered." 
Therefore says Job, " I will speak in the bitter- 
ness of my souli but if I speak what am I 
eased?" ' 

Knocking brings us sometimes to examina- 
tion ; we light the candle, and swe^p the house, 
and often find some cursed rival, some indulged 
idol, stuck up in the place of Chriat • But as 
for him, he has no throne in the heart, no 
share in the affections, as he complains of those 
at whdse door he knocked ; " Thou art neither 
cold nor hot, but lukewairm :'* and such a pro- 
fession sits as sickly upon the love- of Gbrist, 
as warin water does upon our stomach ; there- 
fore he says, " I will spue thee out of my 
mouth." Thou shalt have no part in my love, 
nor part in my salvation. 

Ever thine, 

W. HUNTINGTON, 
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LETTER XVI. 

TO &1R. B. 

I KNOW my dear son in Christ Jesus, that 
the mercy of the Lord is such that none shall 
seek his face, call upon his name, or wait upon 
him in vain. 1 am one of the devils who have 
tried him as a sure foundation at the first set* 
ting off with my face Zion-ward, and I have 
tried his love, his patience, his faithfulness, and 
truth to the uttermost since, and now set to 
my seal that he is the sweetest of beings, the 
greatest of names, and the dearest of all friends, 
and my soul within me loves him above every 
pbject, in heaven or earth, for he and his Father 
and Spirit are one. 

His favour is heaven on earth, and an earnest 
of heaven above ; and here I sit poorly in body, 
getting old, and creeping to the grave with no 
more fear of death, wrath, judgment to come, 
devil, the grave, or damnation, I say I have no 
more fear of these things than I have of a grass- 
hopper. How wonderful, how full, how satis- 
factory is the work of God on the souls of men^ 
My son, go on, press forward through every 
difficulty, thou art seeking of all that is worth 
having in tins world and in the next. He that 
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fills heaven and earth is Christ Jesus, the poor 
sensible rebers unchangeable and everlasting 
fricn I. All that Satan aims at is, to entangle 
by his baits, and to bring us into the same state 
ot eternal desperation with himself; but this h 
seeking whom he may devour^ not whom he 
will. Perfect love in God's own timie shall 
cast out fear, and free grace will eCfxip thee and 
arm thee for the fight, and truth shall be thy 
sjvield and buckler 

. Young belie\ ers have many wsmton pas^ion^ 
to cope with, nor are the old ones, free in every 
sense; but reading, meditation, constant prayer^ 
diligence in business, and habitu^. industry^ 
are good antidotes against thea^e snares of the 
devil. Idleness' is a great friend to satao, and 
so is carnal company^ and so is neglecting pifajr 
er, especially wheQ we find our hearts. foucbed^ 
and our bowels moved with grie^ compunetioo^ 
and gratitude to God, which ar^ ^U the Holy 
Spirit's work within. When th^e inward ttli«« 
pulses are neglected and put ofiT^ this eauses 
great joy among the devils; but the joy of 
these hypocrites is but for a momeaC,. for ^ 
soon as pardonipg love operates upon us, and 
G;od's countenance is lifted iq^y theni the devils 
|Mit on their sackcloth again, md go r<)und the 
yralls of Zion grinning like a dog, and grudge 
pur happiness^ be^og never satisfied unless tfaey 
i;an see oup fal}. • . . 
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" My sop/' says God^ "be wise, aad make 
my heart glad, even mine, that I may kno^ 
how to answer them that reproach me,'* Prov. 
xxvii. 1 1. The devils hate Christ with eternal 
hatred, because he cast them out of heaven, 
aad because be refused their nature : " Verily 
he took not on him the nature of angels, but 
the seed of Abraham/' Theiy hate him bjsoause 
he bruised the serpent s head, and conquered 
sin and' death, Satan's only pillars, and the supr 
ports of his kingdom. They hate him for de- 
stroying his works, and taking the lawful cap- 
tives from the strpng man armed, and for giving 
us power over serpents, scorpions, and overall 
tf\e power of the enemy. He fell like lightning 
from heaven when the apostles returned, saying, 
" Master, the devite aj^.s4hii£Ct to us through 
thy name." And what will he do when we 
come to judge him? " Know you not that we 
shall judge angels ?** 

These are the causes of the. devil's hatred to 
Christ; hence he tempts some to deny his 
Godhead, others to deny his finished work, 
Others to ha(i himj stumfble &nd take offeilce at 
htm, ethers to eiifertiin hard thoughts of thii 
bl^s9ed Lamb o^ bod/ a!n*atf to disbelieve him, 
to doubt, to distrusrt;, arid i6 Jitegger at his proi- 
fci'sc through unb*HeP, alid to hstte' this holy, 
precious,; gloriotto', andSver-adored name, who 
1^ K>«g of Kings, and Lotd or Lords. My soul 
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was glad, and toy glory r^oiced to hear of the 
little revival of the good work upon thee ; they 
ave earnest drops, foretastes, pledges, tokens 
for good, and heavenly smiles, while the bless- 
ed face is hid behind the cloud, for some future 
time when we shall see him as be is, and be 
for ever with him. Give my duty, my service, 
my best respects to father and mother, whom I 

love in the Lord. My love to > and . 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with you all, is the 
;prayer and desire of. 

Dear Son, 

♦ Thine affectionately in Christ Jesus, 

W-H. St.S. 
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LETTER XVII. 

TO THE SAME. 

Mj dear Friend, 

Grace and peace be with thee through 
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ I have 
been jkept in a very meek and low; devout and 
praying frame, ever since I left B, and many 
times in a day, and with many tears, have I 
intreated the unchangeable lover of poor sin-r 
ners in behalf of my poor dear friends at the 
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l3ower; that he would be pleased to restdrecmy 
companion and mother to health/ and that he 
would keep all your souls alive, lest the want 
of means^ attention to the building, and other 
business, confinement, 'a busy devil, and an evil 
heart of unbelief, bring on a cold, dead/ and 
ungrateful frame of soul, which often termi- 
nates in legal bondage, doubtfulness, and lin* 
gering suspense; in which wretched frame 
there is no cross to humble us, no rod to restore 
us, no piercing trouble to drive us, no love to 
allure us, nor gratitude to constrain us, but a 
long, lingering, peevish fretful ness, and a fear 
of desperate sorrow to come, This is the worst 
frame that I ever knew. 

Let no business^ np sleepy devilj ijp deep, 
mo slumber, no folding of the haqcis ;to sleepi 
make thee neglect constant praypr- to God. it 
Satan can stuff your hea;d but once vitb the 
hurry and. confusion of bupiness, so as to Tender 
you unfit, incapable, and of course remiss, in 
this, he will prepare thee a double dose of opium 
for th^ faext .mofning. All the devil's labour 
and toil is, ttio^ stop up the intercourse between 
Qqd and us, and to interrupt and cut off; all 
communion and fellowship with him* Rem^m-^ 
ber the obseure saying of a wise penman of 
holy writ, " The conies are a feeble folk ;" 
saints are meant, " yet make they their houses 
in the rock," Prov* xxx, 2^, But if the hole 
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if^o th& irock' faer itppfidd^ iir win the tsmey 
ruhi^ fiortk tbe.dog. Experieocr wiil teach you 
hour to a|>pi3rat And now mjr dear souls, the 
gobd^ God ,ipeep you from drawing hack, and 
let my scml bare joy of you, ai you lay so neac 
to iny:b6art,: God hkss ymi all* 
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Dear Sister 


in the Lord Jesus« 
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r : > 5Poft^ siich 'yoia( af^ in siy faitfci ^uttcttuch 
you dhiill ^^oirfess you are in your own faitil 
before 'ftiany' months roll ov€r your head. I 
ha^e^nfo' doubt but I shall tmvatl in birth for 
Ifheei^ till Christ be formed in thee, and wheo^ 
ihou' gettest out thou wilt often travail fof. 
Others, and then thou wilt know wheit I meao. 
God makes his servants' evetf to the blind, alid 
feet to the lame, Job, xxIk. 15 ; 4iid would my 
dear sister know what that me^n6^ Why to^ 
be eyes to the blind, is to be enlightened to se^ 
the good Work begun on others, when they ar«^ 
so blind that they cannot see it themselves; 
and to be feet ^to the lame, is to can^y" them to 
God^ in faith, although they cannot walk, nor 
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go £brth In &ith to Qod themsflyesr j^ea^ 

Mark, ii. 3-— 5; and see how ChrUt f,cgap,cU. 

their faith; To be feet to th^ lame^ if to be« 

lieve with oi^e'a heart that Christ will h^al the^i^ 

and to $peak in all the stiei^gtb of co^fidf nee 

to them, as Paul did : " Being confident of thiflf 

very thio^ that he wiiich hath begua 9 good 

work in' you will perform it;^ ax^it^, faith 

God gi^es i^s for many persons^ «fn|d teljs;.uf tQ 

yae i^. Hear , tl)e authority from Gofl hi9)3plfr 

" Str/engthea ye the wefik l)and9» and coi^firngi 

the feeble knees; ^y to them th^t are;4>f a 

fearful beairt, Bje strong, fear not; behol|[J your 

God will cofxpie with vengeance, even God with 

a reconjpcfi^e;, he will coqie and >ave yow#^ 

Then the ^yes of the blind ^baU be pp^nf d, fmd 

the ears pf the deaf sliall ^ h^ i^nptopped ; J:he^. 

shall the,lapieman leap a^ an. ^art," &q. Iw. 

31XXV, 3— $. 

Thus we are to be eyes to the blind and feet 
to the lame^ till God opens tliejr blind eyes, 
and makes the lame not only to. walk l>;it leap, 
aad leap b& a deer. And let my poor sisjter read 
those words in Isaiah, and consider them, " Say. 
to thqm that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, 
fear not, behold your God wjlji cwne." We are 
to call God their God, wh^n. they are ^fraid.to 
*ay so themselves, yea, dare not God says he. 
I will come to such with vengeance, that is, hp 
^ill take yengeaiice of their inventions, tha|: 
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t$j of their sins, and of satan tbeit bcfcnsei*: 
.a;n'd God will come whh a recbmpence, come 
and sive them; that is,^- his grace shall more 
than recompence them for all their sufFetings, 
for it 1^11 term ittate' in the salvation of their 
iduisi " ' • ; ' — 

THii commissidit, *tiuth6rity, and tommand, 
God' gives to his poor servants, anfd I believe 
he h^sf given it to me who am the least, because 
he has often fulfilled it vi^hich is his sfeal set td' 
1%. Fiirthermdre, Gdd not only gives us faith 
to believe for these poor, souls in spiritual la^ 
boar of his future deliveranee, but a firtn hope 
id expect it, and I have this hope for you even 
nb\ir in my heart;- as it is written : " Aiid duf 
hopieof you is stedfast, knowing that as you 
dre partakerja of the sufferings, so shall you be' 
alsa of the consolations," 2 Cor. L 7. Take 
notice, these persons had not received comfort 
as yet, they were only in sufferings, and Paul's 
hope was stedfast that they would receive the 
comforter, after they had been exercised with 
the sufferings: and if you read that chapter 
carefully through, you will find that they are 
called the sufferings of ^Ihrist, 2 Cor. i. 5^ 

Now as all men arc born to trouble and suf* 
fering, to distinguish-the .sufferings of Christ 
fpom others^ obse?:ve, that sickness, pains, po- 
verty, wants,- fears of death, a guilty con- 
science, &c/ under these th« whole creation 
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groans. You riead of the teart of the op- 
pressied who had no comforter, and of the 
power of the oppressors^ knd they had no com- 
forter, £ccles, iv* 1. Now the sufferings of 
Christ M^ere for sin, he suffered the just for the 
unjust. His sufferings were the burthen of our 
sins, the wrath of God, the curse of the law, 
the temptations of satan, &c« ; ** It pleased the 
Lord to bruise him ;'' he was chastened for our 
peace, he was striped for our healing, he was 
wounded for our transgressions, and hated of 
the world for loving the truth. So we must 
feel our sins a burthen, in a little wrath God 
smites us, the commandment conies and curses 
U3, and tempted all the children of G6d lUe^ 
and he calls all those that are heAvy laden to 
him, be sets at liberty them that are braised, he 
heals the broken in heart, and binds up their 
wounds. God chastens whom he loves, and 
visits our iniquities with stripes* 

Thus my dear sister sees, that evety ingredi* 
ent in Christ's bitter cup is held forth in a 
small degree to all his children ; and therefore 
they are called the sufferings of Christ, because 
he suffered the same, and because they come 
upon those that belong to Christ, and to no 
other : hence Paul arjpeaks of having fellowship 
with him in his suffering3* The rod of God is 
sot upon the wicked, they are not in trouble, 
nor plagued as Qod^s people are; their stnengfdii 



is firiri; tliey have no chingies iti life, nor bands 
\n their Aealh ; and how should those feel bands 
ivho li^ver tasted Christ's freedom, nor Christ's 
cup ? ; • ; :' . } 

There is nothing- in my dear sister's letter, 
but "what God answers in his word. You tell 
me you are nothing but misery, confusion", 
'darkness, and bondage; the miserable shall 
drink and remember their misery no more, for 
cfonfusion ' they shall rejoice in their portion. 
Christ came into the world for judgment, that 
-tho^ that see not might see, and to open the 
'prii^on to them that are bound. But you add, 
you are rebellious and murmuring ; he received 
gifts for the rebellious, and them that murmur 
shatll learn doctrine. Never fret to think you 
have told any what you feel, for God orders us 
to confess our faults one to another, arnl to 
pray for each other that we may be healed, 
Jam. V. 16; this often eases the burden, and 
satan knows it : besides, there is no hiding 
soul-trouble from spiritual persons, they know 
more of your heart than you do. 

Think it notstranfge concerningcvil thoughts; 
I had. rebellious ones, blasphemous,, and all 
^nianner of concupiscence, as Paul says ; but it 
is the law that'worketh wrath, and discovers 
sin, and it is satan that stirs up and suggests 
those vile things which we never felt before 
On t-his account is he called an unclean and a 



* ". 



foul spirit, because he delights in nothing else; 
nor can he do any thing else if he wouW, for 
he is king of all wickedness, and shall be su- 
preme in all misery, , and therefore, must ripen 
for it. Mary, be of good cheer, let God work 
his own will, and his own way, and depend 
upon it that the work will bie brought to light;, 
and you will see it, read it, and rejoice in it. 
Give my kindest respects to my true yoke- 
fellow; duty and affection to mother, kind love 
to ■, and to , and accept the 

same. 

W. H, S. S. 

P, S. I have been languid for some time; I 
must die daily. 



LETTER XIX, 

TO THE SAME. 
Dearly Beloved in the Lord, 



That thou mayest not think that I have 
forgot thee, I am inclined to send thee this 
second epistle ; for I know that thou hast not 
the means to attend, which the awakened soul 
and the new-born babe so much craves aften 

E 2 
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A young man who attends me, and who has 
be^i long in great distress, almost in black 
despair, was brought forth the first Sunday 
after my return from B. And I am sure that 
this will be thy happy and blessed case when 
thy former life has been canvassed over, and 
the deceitfulness of thy heart sifted up, disco- 
vered, and brought to light; and when thy 
heart is broken, thy spirit softened, and thou 
art brought down to submit to the will of God. 
This is my firm confidence of thee, because I 
have thee in my heart, and always before my 
eyes in every prayer of mine, and much liberty 
in praying for thee, and that with many tears ; 
nor shall all thy unbelief make me a liar in 
this. 

I intreat thee, my dear sister, to lay passive 
in the Lord's h^nd, and to humble thyself under 
it, that he may exalt thee in due time, 1 Pct» 
5. 6; forget not his own promise, that he will 
look to and dwell with, them that are of an 
humble and contrite heart, and with them that 
tremble at his word. Depend upon it that the 
deeper thou goest in distress, the brighter wilt 
thpu' $hiiie when God brings thee up, and 
s^v4s th^e forth ; and the longer thy troubles 
Ijust, the grej^ter and more lasting will thy joys 
b^ ; as our afflictions abound, so shall our con- 
solations abound, and those that suffer with 
Christ shall also reign with him. Remember 
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also^ that there is no temptation that hath ta- 
ken thee but what is common to man, and 
God says^ he will not suffer thee to be tempted 
above what he will enable thee to bear^ but 
will with the teipptation, make a way for thine 
escape ; and^ " fidessed is the man that endu* 
reth temptation ; for when he is trkd, he shall 
receive the crown of life;" James^ i. 12. 

Greater is he that is in thee than the g<3d 
of this world, for I ki>ow that tli^ Spirit of God 
now dwells in thee ; he is convincing and con- 
victing thee^ repi*oving. and iestrucring thee, 
and does daily support thee, or thou couldest 
not stand one hour. He will teach thee to kiss 
the rod, to choose afBiction before carnal ease, 
to despise this world, and to loathe thyself; and 
to feed upon the lashes of constiience, shame, 
and confusion, and even upon the bitter rebukes 
of the Almighty, rather than be given up to 
blindness of mind, deadness of soul, and a false 
peace. " To the hungry soul evi^ry bitter tliitig is 
sweet, but the full soul loatheth the Horleycomb,** 
Prov. xxvii. 7. God hath chosen us in the 
furnace of affliction. 'The fiery lavt, tlie fiery 
dartis of satan, th^ fire of God'^ anger, and the* 
fire of sin, as James calls it, stir up atid* disco^' 
ver the evil and deceitfuiness of our Hearts; 
Which by nature we are igtioi*atit of,' and frorii' 
all our dross and tin he says he will purge us*. 

One thing I must inforrli thee of, and that' 
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is, that it was much upon my mind when at B. 
that thy conflict would be sharp, and that the 
labour and travail of thy soul would be hard, 
and I told thy sister so, and you may ex- 
pect it, .for thou art not got to the bottom of 
the horrible pit by a great deal. Pray send me 
a line, and let me know how thou goest on. 
My kind love to father and mother, sister and 

brother, 

while I remain, 

Ever thine in Christ 

with love and affection, 

W. H. S. S, 
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LErrER XX. 

TO THE SAME. 
Dear Mary, 

1 THANK you kindly for the bed, and shall 
acknowledge it with a suitable return ; I slept 
in it last night for the first time, and begged 
of ray God to remember the* manufacturers, 
who have, like a certain Mary of old time, of 
whom Paul speaks, bestowed much labour on 
us. And now after all this kindness what is to 
be done for th^e? shall I not in return seek 
rest for thee, my daughter? Yes, I will; I rest 
upon yopr bed, and now let me point out a 
rest for thee. 
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Zion, says God, is ray people, herfe will *I 
dwell, this is my rtfst for' ever, 1 have desired 
it. But what is there tn poor Zion, that can 
afford a rest of delight to God ? Nothing. He 
rested after he had made the world, rested well 
pleased with what he had done for all was 
good. He smelt a savour of rest in Noah's 
sacrifice, after he had in anger destroyed the- 
world; but in the sacrifice of Christ, high 
Justice rests appaid, and- all wrath appeased,- 
and a sweet way is opened for loving kindness 
and tender mercy* to flow out to poor' sensible 
sinners. ' God rested well plfeased on the se- 
venth day at the finishing df the old creation,- 
but he rests better pleased in the new creation; 
** We are created 'anew iii Chrisft Jesiis,'' and^ 
made new ei^eatures:'*"if any man bein Christ 
he-isanew creatur^."^'^ •• • ••* ^ • - 

But then -which ^ pert of Itbe woi*k of the new 
creation does <5d<l' say hewill resf in?* Is it W 
the application of* his broken 'Ikw? -No, that- 
works wrath, and 'rlial^es us appear exceeding* 
sinful. Is 'it in the displays df^his vindicfive- 
Justice? No,' that make's us tremble^' so that a- 
horrible dread oi^erwhelms -us- -Is ic infhe* 
astonishing views of terrible majesty? Ohrnof 
that sends the poor vessel of 'wfat!y''to the bot- 
tom of the horrible pit.^ ' Is it in the discoveries 
of his intrinisic holiness?' -Alas,' alas, it was 
this that made ' Danierii comeliness turn into' 



corruption ; under this prdspect Jpb sai^ I am 
vile i and Isajah cried> Wo is me for I am un* 
done. But will he rest in the displays and dis<*. 
coveries of his love ip Christ J^auSi when he. 
accepts us in the beloved^ and admiti^ us inta 
bis favour, his presence,, and his joy, by the 
feith of Christ Jesus? As, the Lord- God of 
hosts liveth, Mary, that is it ; that is hiai bed» 
S(ad that is his rest. " He that Ipveth dweUeth 
in God and God in him/' which word^ arc ta-. 
ken from Zephaniah 2 *^ Th^ Lord thy God in. 
tjie midst of thee is mighty; he will savft he» 
w^U rejoice over theq with joy.: he will.re&t in 
his love, he will joy over thee wjtb wnging,** 

This, my daughter, is God's, rest, thU i8^. the 
finishing stroke of the ^€w cr<;4tipn^ charity 
qclilieth, or raises the edi^^ it«bui}ds.u$ u|x 
in God ; and when the Lord bi^Ids, up . Zios^ 
then he appears in his glory, Psal, cii. I6i And 
tins work completed in heaven is thus, de&pri- 
bed > ^^ He hath chosen us in him, thjEit, w^ should 
tie holy, and without tflame before him in 
love/* Ephes. i. 4. This is the rest, but Israel 
eptered not into it; and as there is a promise, 
l^ft us of entering into it, see that thou com^. 
not short of it If you ask how we are to enter 
in, the answer is rf ady, ** We that bejUeve do 
eiiter into rest" Faith in Christ Jesus a^mita. 
us into the love of God, as John says, ** We 
have beheved the lovp that God bath. to. us/* 
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Havi^; pointed out GdcTs rest^ let me tell 
tbee, that where God rests, there thou must 
rest, and thou shalt never find rest short of this, 
and there are but few that find it Doubts, 
feafs, horrors and terrors, misgivings and de* 
jections, will at times interrupt and disquiet 
thee) until the love of God is shed abroad in 
thy heart by the Holy Ghost- Then faith rests 
in the eternal love of God, and in the dying 
love of Jesus Christ, as Paul' says; ** Hope 
maketh not ashamed, because the love of God 
is shed abroad in our hearts/* Rom. v. 5. 
Christ, says he, loved me, and gave himself for 
me; and' who shall separate us from the love of' 
Christ? neither life, nor death^ nor things pre- 
sent,' nor things to 'come, shall ever be able to 
sdip^rate us from' the' love of God that is in 
Christ Jesus, Rom, viii. 38^ 39, ** iTiis is the. 
r^tj and this is the refreshing, where ye may 
cause the weary to rest/* Here we rest froni. 
our rebellious war against God; here we rest 
from our legal, fruitless lab6ur,.unciera yoke of 
bondage ; -here Ve rest from our burdens of sin 
a^dsham^, guilt' and fear; here we rest satis- 
fied with the goodness of out state, we rest 
filled and we rest contented. 

This, my dear girl, is the bed mentioned in 
the Song, i. 16 i " Our bed is green." A green 
bqd is a fruitful one, a dry bed is a barren one. 
Every one that believes in the love of God is 
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boirn again ; f* He that loveth, is born of God, 

and knoweth God ; but he that loveth not, 

kpoweth not God, for God is love." This bed 

npt only* brings us forth as bom of God, but all 

our fruitfulness ^p God springs from it. If ^we 
have all knowledge, gifts, tongues,, propl;iesies, 

yet without charity, or love, we are nothing. 
TJiis my dear, makes one day in God s courts, 
better than a thousand spent elsewhere; it 
niakes wisdom's ways pleasantness, and her ser* 
vice perfect freedom ; the Saviour's yoke easy, 
and the daily cross light. It is the bond of the 
covenant, the cords of the heavenly tabernacle^ 
and the noblest tie among the family qf God, 
w^ich makes them all kindred souls. 

I have of late occupifed business in deep wa- 
ters, and am up and down in them to this day ; 
almost every discourse makes some folks woiit 
der, but they know nothing of the perilous 
voyages of the poor merchant, that seeks out 
these goodly pearls for them ; nor of the un- 
wearied labqur that attends their importation. 
Some of the good gifts from above, and some 
good news from a far country I here set before 
you; and see that you make a good use of 
them, pray over them, and for an application 
of them, lest vou- fall after old Israel's exam- 
pie of unbelief; against whom God swore in 
his wrath, that they never should enter into his 
rest. They refused the rest of his love, and 
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fell into the gulf of his wrathj with thco?ith 
of an angry God pursuing them; but I arU; 
persua<ied better things of thee,, tpy dear.gjrl,^ 
though I thus write, and things that accom-^ 
pany salvation. My, duty to mother and hir* 
ther, and kind Jove to — .-. , . 

Ever vour's in Christ Je3U5, 

W. HUNTINGTON, S. S. , 
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Dearly Beloved iri tbe Lord Jesus Christ, i ' ' . • - '• * 

Grace and peace be ever with thee, 'ftir' 
I wish above all things that thou, liiayest pros- 
per and be in health, even as tliy sOdl prospet*-'^ 
cth. I am at present tery low, being 1)orht6' 
trouble, and trouble is not p^ktable though it 
may be profitable ; nature says, more food and' 
less physic,' but* flesh and blood is no physician, 
nor muSt carnal reason be suffered to prescribe. 
It is a comfort my dearly bel6ved, that We 
are not in the flesh, because we are' at perpetual 
war With it, g^roaning under it, and caHing for 
divine help against it Nor is our hope a dead 
one, that has no employment, nor life, motion, 
or activity in it; our hope labours daily, and 
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labours bard. From first to last, yea, .out of 
every strait^ difficulty, furnace, or conftict, 
** We are saved by hope ;" and lnope forbids des- 
pair, counteracts despondency, fortifies agamst 
dejection, and expostulates with dismay : '^ Why, 
art thou cast down O my soul ? hope thou in 
God." God's furnace and God's fire is in Zion ; 
this when we are put into it discovers the dross, 
the scum boils up, and desperate grief and sor- 
row make it run over ; and this we often feel, 
and often fear, but there is no desperate or 
remediless grief where there is hope. God's 
furnace is in Zion, and so also is the fountain 
opened that cleanses from all sin. 

My old man of late has been not a little 
roused, equipped^ armed, and enllamed with 
rage, fit for any desperate attempt, the great 
transgression not excepted ; but a gentle per- 
suasion in faith, that all things work fpr good, 
dethroned him, disarmed him, and routed him : 
and after this a recollection of innumerable fa- 
vours pa^t, undeserved, unexpected^ and un- 
implored, dissolved me, debased me, and hum- 
bled me ; while deep contrition, and pleasing 
meekness, gave double vent; they enlarged the 
heart, stirred the bowels, and filled the mouth 
with matter for a thank-offering« Such bur- 
thensome matter conceived, must have vent^ 
and sweet it is to pour it out, but shocking 
when it boils over: ^' My feet^^ said one» 
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^ were almost gone^ my steps had well nigh 
slipped ;" but God keepeth the feet of his saints, 
when the wicked are silent in darkness, 1 
Sam. ii. 9. 

In every grace of the most holy and blessed 
Spirit, yea, in every grace that he plants in the 
heart, there is life. In repentance, in faith, in 
hope, in love, and in meekness, there is life. 
Grace, yea, every grace, shall reign to eternal 
life ; but what wisdom, what power, and what 
unremitted communications from God are re- 
quired to keep this life in existence. 

I assure you that of all the voracious creatures 
that ever my eyes bdield, and of all the for* 
midaUe monsters that I have ever heard of, whe* 
ther in the sea or on the land, and of all that 
I have ever conceived or imagined .of fallen 
angels, or devils, in all their rebellion, despe- 
ration^ and endless woe ; put all these together, 
and draw them in the blackest colours that ima* 
gination can paint, and then exhibit than in 
all their sin and fear, filth and shame ; and as 
the Lord liveth, alt of them in the wdrst light 
that nature can imagine, they never appeared 
half so bad, nor was I ever half so terrified at 
the m^st terrible thoughts of all these, as I was 
at the sight of 'injrself, when God shined into 
oiy heart, discovewd my inbred corruptions, 
atid set all my secret sins in the light of his 
O0untenance« O what grace to purge such 
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filth, and what continual supplies of it to sub- 
due such^an a»my of deceitful, and rebeUiou» 
corruptions ; fbr they are still in being, and 



still living. 



¥0^**8 very affectionately, 

W. H,S. S. 



' LETTER XXII. 

tQ THE SAME. -; 

• ' . Cricklewood. * 

.'I was; very glad to hear fremi -roy dear 
friend. Your letter did me good, it arrived on 
Monday last, and I was tliankfulto my God at 
tlie sight of it, asil had been long- concerned .to 
know if your 'distress, bondage, darkness, and 
desertionxontintied: I could not help weeping- 
a.tthe.;gaod tidings of your enlargement, and 
nearness to God in prayer, for J. thought it was 
i¥)t only a jubilee to. my poor companion, but a 
cpn(irmaj:ion of my jformer, comnsel and. advice 
to you, to be. diligent however, rebuffed, dis- 
heartened, .or discottfaged. Lblessed him with 
my whole. hearty. atodtbainkcd :him upon my 
kuees fo^r his great. condescension,, in shewing 
that he did uot^ ii63t)i5e. the poor, .imperfect 
praj'ers of his servants^ nor.disregurd ihe afflic- 
tions of his handmaid- /:.; 

. The pleasing account Jof . the pooi? old wood- 
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ranger melted rre, and afFor<led me a littte fire 
for another thank-offering ; and as he is coming 
to live lirlder your father, I have a hope that I 
shall see hlm^ and acknowledge him ; for such 
arc to be for my hire when: they shall come to 
appear before the face of the Lord : so shall 
my righteousness answer for me in this busi- 
ness, that I have sowed in righteousness, and 
others have reaped in mercy. We have no 
titles, we have no dignity, we have no powei^ 
to demand either great tythes or small tythes; 
but blessed be God we shall beat them in 
sheep. 

I have had several days lately of much dry- 
ness, and confusion in prayer, no liberty in 
expression, no softening contrition to let out 
the grief at the foot of the altar, which is no 
small grief; and if a melting moment, it was 
when in company^ when I had no opportunity 
to vent it where it should be carried. But 
thank God, I still paid my visits at court, I 
did not miss the rolKcall, nor suffer my seat to 
be empty at the time of the evening oblation, 
though I had no incense to offer, nor one live 
coal from the altar, nor any salt in my cruse to 
season the sacrifice, although it is so strictly 
commanded that, " With all thine offerings 
♦thou shalt offer salt:^' Lev. ii. 13. And how 
tasteless and unsavory is every offering, or re- 
ligious exercise, unless we have salt in out- 
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selves/ and are at peace one with another ^ fot 
salt is goodf and blessed be God, with us sail; 
has not lost its savour^ and therefore I hope we 
shall be seasoned with it, and not be a stench 
in the nostrils of God. 

Now what shall I say more to my friend, to 
the joy and the crown of my rejoicing ? say, 
follow hard after him, and never fear nor fret, 
flinch nor tire, faint nor forbear, though heaven 
and earth combine against thee: and of thb be 
assured, that the longer and the harder the 
conflict is, the more welcome and wonderful 
the deliverance ; and this in every branch of 
the faith^ in every experience of the sjunt, and 
in every stage of the pilgrimage. 

God bless thee. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XXIII. 

TO THE SAMfi. 
To My Little Ooe, Greetiug, 

I THANK you for your kind epistle, and 
thank you kindly for your prayers ; for, ** I am 
poor and needy, yet the Lord thinketh upon 
me," Psal. xl. l6. I atn glad that you find 
nearness of access^ which is the promised bless- 
ing of God to all the family, that by one spirit 
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they shall finld access to the Father by the fiiith of 
him. We know not the blessings, benefits, 
and privileges that accrue' to poor souls through 
the mediator, advocate and intercessor, that 
stands in the gap, having closed up the breach, * 
and filled the infinite distance, making us nigh' 
by his precious blood that^were so far oflT. This 
distance is called by the 'Saviour a great gulf' 
fixed, an eternal chasm, but we have escaped it 
by the bridge of Zion. 

I recerved your letter with tears of joy, and 
have of late found much meekness and soft- 
ness of spirit, and a heart to bless and thank 
my God that I have not laboured in vain, but 
have many in gospel-fellowship, whose names 
are in the Iamb's book of life, and whose snuls 
are in the <3ovenant of grace, and this number 
still increases. 

The life of faith, my dear little one, is greatly 
kept up by observing the providential dealings 
of God passing before us/ making all hills of 
difficulty that appear insurmountable, low; 
exalting, agreeable to his promise, every val- 
ley, even the valley of the' shadow of death, 
and turning it into the morning with ourisouls, 
making crooked things straight, that is, ma- 
king all those things which appear quite against 
us, work for u«^ and' for our good. The devil, 
ignorance, and unbelief make the crooks, and 
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Gpd's inercy and wdom make them straight* 
He makes rough pUcef smooth ; obstructions, 
dit&cultiesi and afilictioiu make the path rough, 
hut his visits, and the influences of forgiving 
love sweetening our spirits, and sanctifying our 
ajSlictions, makes them smooth hy making 
them bearable. Many little kind providences 
does he turn up in our favour, wlaich faith 
greedily catches at ; many impediment's does 
he remove ; many openings in our favoxir, and 
ways of escape in trouble, does he work out 
for us in the course of our pilgrimage. These 
things employ the mind, en^dear the Creator to 
us, and exercise our faith by the way* 

Moreover, the new man is kept .£|live by va- 
rious ways; sometimes it is done by the w«d 
preached, the sound of Christ's sweet voices 
and salutations in the word, sounding with joy 
to the ears, makes the new man within leap for 
joy. " Blessed is the people that know the 
joyful sound ; they sl^all walk, O Lord, in the 
light of thy countenance* In thy name shall 
they rejoice all the day : and in thy righteous* 
ness shall they be exaled," Ps. Ixxxix;. 15, 16. 
Again, the new man is oft revived by the word 
and. Spirit, by which past experiences are 
brought to our minds; former deliverances 
which have been doubted of, confirmed i Christ 
afresh exhibited to faith ; doctiines' already re- 
ceived presented to view with more evidence ; 



jsnd soms^ things hdvor ' kno wo before^ bfoiight 
ibrtb:' tfaus^ the sciribe mstracted unto tb£ 
kmgiiam of God^ brmgs fovtii things out of bU 
tre»iure^ iiew smd old. . «I^ tbia wa}9, the Spirit 
0ayi%€hmt;, sbalA'take <Nf the tibinga that we 
minjK, and oh&U ftbcw themuDto you; which 
eocoorage) Ititbv egcci^tia gtatitudew and tinder 
tber nflAtfiDuce. oi^ tht SfiriC drau^ar fi>rtrh.la¥C^ 
joy^ and' praise, Ipji irhurh Christ is gUrifieid 
^-*«thfi Spitit dsaJl glorify tteu 

One thn\g mare InfiU obaetre fo my fckodt 
wbicb she will ^ well to attend to, aasbdthftt 
i^ the effects of Oodfs favour with wfaieh wo 
are- tncempa3sed, ^attd tiie diflSorowt Ipiteet .of 
aimiQttrwidi w]kitk wh aase* equipt t tVffor}tI«M» 
Lordv wih bless ih&righteoiifi^ V^ithfavo^rmll 
thou canipaaa hinr^ '■ aa* iritb a sbkl^'' iPbal>j r«i 
1%. If^ we look bobky tluire is ovit fdrjorar ^bln' 
)ies^ the bUrdwA. of ' tbetti, and the^ se^ror^ cbMr 
tisetnent thait attenided; them ; ^^ Bfrnetthedog 
mint afflkdon andr my tni^erj; the "Wwm.wtoA 
and the gaU, My soul Ivath tfafm atill in ro^ 
membrance, and h humbled iame/* Lam. iii. 
19, 2Q.^ Un4^r the keenest temptations to sin, 
there is a thousand tokens for good, and the most 
noble ties of gratitude, from the considerations 
of a suffering Saviour, and the sweet experi- 
encies of pardoning love; this will produce a 
filial, and child-like fear, " I will plant my fear 
in their heart, they shall not depart from me.'* 
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The blessing of God is life, on ni6unt Zion, 
God commanded the blessing, even life for 
evermore, Psal. cxxxiii. 3. This blessing Sa- 
tan calls a hedge, ^^ Hast thou not made an 
hedge about him, and blessed the work of his 
hands ?" Job, i. 10 ; ^nd where there is life, the 
sting of sin, and rebukes of conscience pierce 
deep. * * I will hedge up her way with thorns 
that she shall not find her paths." " Whoso 
breaketh an hedge, a serpent shall bite him," 
Eccles. X. 8 ; the old serpent will reproach him, 
and guilt is called the sting of death. A ten- 
der heart, which is the effect of life ; " Because/' 
says God to young king Josiah, ^^ thy heart 
was tender, and thou hast rent thy clothes, and 
wept before me, thine eyes shall not see the 
evil, but thou shalt be gathered into thy grave 
in peace/' He is one of the righteous Isaiah 
alludes to, who was taken . from the evil to 
come, and Hezekiah another. Had much more 
to say but time fails ; hope ever to follow thee 
with my poor prayers, and conclude 

iPver your's in Christ, 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXIV. 

TO THE same/ 

X RECEIVED a letter from my dear friend 
in the Lord, informing me what I have fully 
believed ; for from the iSrst acconnt of the ill- 
ness, if I am not much disappointed, I felt in 
myself he would never rise again. I heard last 
Saturday night from ■ ■ ■ ' ■ , that my dearest 
of all friends was better; I replied immediately 
that be would relapse agaiQ. It is true, place 
your heart on what you may in this world, all 
is fleeting, unsubstantial, disappointing, dis- 
tressing, and delusive ; nothing short of the 
Son of God, and faith in him, will ever stay 
the mind or fix the heart. Try till doomsday, 
and you shall set to your seal that God is true, 
and that the above is true. 

But then I ask you in the name of God to 
tell me. What are we ? heirs of wrath, and 
cursed children, and yet we are in the light 
and life of God, in hope, in faith, in expecta- 
tion, and in looking for the gr^t reward of 
inheritance, which was what we were bom for, 
appointed to, and intended to the endless en- 
joyment of. Therefore are by God himself 
strictly charged, "Not to be sorry as them 



that have no hope, for them that sleep ia Jesus 
will God bring with him/' It is true they are 
gone, but not for good and all ; we shall see 
them again, a^d eqjpy tl>cir company for ever 
and ever. " This is the will of him that sent 
me, that of all that he hatli given me, I should 
ip§^;^t1^ii^, {l^ujb a))o^ irai^e it up a|: ithfb last 

d^." •. • !'•;.-:•;-'''' ' '• 

. .Thi$ i^1th|eun^l^ftb|e^d^ernal'^viIil9 Gvj)id'4 
i»^iU -0f |)urj3iQ3<v ftod : ^f pvQm mi wd mvis t and 
ibflftl be puncto^^liy fyiWiedi et^n 'to th^ iiaim 
if xmthmid, All of whkh are nUfnbei?erfvi«»d 
not lone <«f whkhi idfh^U .cvtt perjah, but be 
i^l^d »p, rebelvedb ; refined, tet^tidred, yadorned, 
IHd Jb:l<»f i£e<i9 afid;^9rU <mt$hm^ the :siin ift^l 
it(S fplefHSour, lustre, glory, Ught^ and hcEt, ind 
tjp^t to all eternity, f ^ U^ that hatb cars to 
h«ar, let him hear.'' 

My dthr yowtig frieod, ooby complinion in 
tranrail, sny sister in Christ* Jesus, as I hftve 
ever told you, so I now tell you again, that if 
yovL ibave aoiy rerercnce of, or inspect to God, 
if .«ny loYC to youf own icnmorfeal soul, if any 
Bcgard to me, to my ^miinistry, to my tadvicc, 
seek wkhout ceasing, without inter miss ion, fche 
jbc^ the ftdmess^ and the neconciiing cx)U]i<te- 
nronce of the Son of God No damp, no deada, 
no 'disappointment tfa^fe; but seek it in the 
flesh, and . nib cmss can be expected, no crop 
ihaii «eTcr be Teased but coiruntion. 
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I do m6st earnestly long to see thy dear ' 
friend in travail ; do send tne word frotti day td 
day how he does j who knows but God may 
permit me to sec lum once more inthe.flcsh. 
God bless thee. 

Ever thine in Christ Jesus, 

Sf. HUNTINGTON. 
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TOTHESAMfe. * 

BULOVKP of the Lord, and dearly beloved 
of 11)6, 4nd may a. full liswftcd be) given thee 
of the Lord God of Isniel, under whose wings 
faith leads us to trust. I thfink you for yours, 
but am sorry to hear tha t- ■■;■ "" ■. remains so. ill ; 
I have this morning made mention of him in 
my poor petitions. I know theoe is nothing 
too hard for God, there is nothing im})Ossibie 
to omnipotence; he brings low, and he lifts up, 
he wounds and his hinds . make i whole ; atid 
happy, thrice happy the soul, who puts his 
trust and hangs his hopes on a covenant God 
in Christ Jesus; and who by .£»ith retreats, by 
choice resorts, and pays lus tributes, pleads his 
suits, reveals his wants^ and makes his constant 
visits there. 
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The prayers of th0 upright arc his delight, 
wd thanksgivings , in faith and hope please him 
better than a buIlQclo with horns and hoofs. 
jheiipoor ip soul fij)4 this» and the heart lives 
that seeks God. Here we are one, we arc 
agreed, ^nd in acpe^,s tp God by one Spirit 
we are united, and. this tie is from above ; this 
cord will never be broken, nor the stake be 
removed to which this cord is fastened, for it 
binds the soul, the affections which is the throne 
and seat of the souly up with the Lord God 
in the bundle of life, or in the bond of the 
covenant, which covenant is of life and peace. 
The world, the fleshy and the devil are against 
itheeij! these three agree in one.'^^^But the 
:<}aTig!fater of i Zion hath despised' them, ' the 
; daiaghter of JernsaXtak has shaken her head at 
.them; there; is nb enchantment agaiiist my 
-.friend, no : divination against the virgin of Is- 
:xael.. '. She is encompassed with' favour as with 
;.a< shield, the i>reastplate. of faith, of love, and 
jof righteousness* Filial fear, -an army of ter- 
rors, wrath, {chains, arrows; ^ears, the gates of 
1 death, and pains of hell behind^ tenderness in 
the conscience, meekness in the mind, and hu- 
'. mility in the heart, beside the noble ties, the 
divine restraints, and spiritual obligations to 
' love, to gratitude, to thankfulness, and to the 
most grateful returns, which are stronger than 
a thousand warnings, and cautions, backed with 
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the most alarming feurs, or terrific apprehe n« 

sions of endless misery: these I often feel 

when trials press me the closest, and satan lays 

the hardest at me. Tender my kind respects 

Bud best wishes to -— -^, and accept the same 

from 

Your's to serve, 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XXVI. 

TO THE SAME. 

. Your epistle came to hand, and by the 
contents of it I perceive thou art "still alive, 
rand will live for evermore, not the furnace, nor 
the path of tribulation will ever hurt the new 
man, it will purge <the dross and tin, but not 
consume the gold. Faith, .l)ope, and love, will 
nev^r be destroyed or lost, but will increase in 
strength^ in worthy in boldness, and in exer- 
cise, as troubles come on, and lay long. And 
if faith cannot hold fast she will wkit till the 
Spirit gives her niore strength, and her darling 
object returns and smiles again. 

Faith can reason, ** If he meant to destroy 
us, he would not have shewed us such things 
as these;'' she can cry, Lord save, or I perish; 
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•he ieaB sigb» ^^ Because of the deef> sighing of 
tfaei poor, now will I arise, saith the Lord^ and 
Bet hian ia safety from him that pufjfeth at him.^ 
She can beg, '^ He lifteth up the beggar from 
the dunghill ; and if the cloud be so thick, and 
the heavens so dark that she cannot venture 
out, she will bear up and watch, wait, and ex- 
pect within. 

Two things are sure to move her, overwhelm- 
ing distress within, and the heat of the sun 
without ; overwhelming distress, " Though he 
slay me, yet will I trust in him> but I will 
maintai nm y own ways before him. He also 
shall be my salvation; {ot an hypocrite shall 
not come before him,'' Job xiii. 15, 16; and the 
sun shining from without, ^^ Oonae tny beloved, 
let us go forth, into the fields^ let us lodge in 
the Villages. Let us see if the vines flourish, 
and wl^ther tbepomegranl^css bud forth : there 
will I give thee my loves," Song vii. 11, IS 
Expect him to appear at different ^imes, in 
different covenant charaqtets; he id. a prophets 
^nd has the tongue of the learped, to speak a 
word in due seaspn to them that are weary. 

How many strengthening ^nd supporting 
words did he speak to hia disciplesj before he 
sent the comforter; and when the poor man 
came to him about his daughter at the poiat of 
death, and while the Lord lingered, came a 
womauj ^ying, ^^ Thy daijighter is dead, why 



91 

trouUesi Aom the master any further? who 
answeredf Fear nat« only brieve, and she shall 
be made whole." As the omniscient sovereign^ 
he says, '^ AU the churches ^ihall know that I 
seardb the vetns and hearts,'' Rev. ii. S3; there 
is terrible nu^sty kn diis. But as our advocate 
he silences all our accusers, and keeps tbem at 
times still, but we always want him to appear as 
Our spiritual bridegroom, for as such there ia 
freedom, union, fellowship, familiarity, and 
sweet comfort Aye, but it must not be always 
s6 done in ougr ctmntry. 

A good hope is worth a million worlds, a good 
hc^ cannot be lost, a good hope is the gift of 
Gk>d; "We are saved by hope:" and God's 
mjfstery among the Gentiles, is Christ in them 
the hope of glory. 

Ever your's in the Ldrd Jesus, 

W. HUNTINGTON, S. S. 



«■ 



LETTER XXVIL 

TO TH£ SAME. 

Dear Prtetii, 

I LONG much to know how it is with you, 
and how all our friends are at B. I wrote to 
your father yesterday, wishing much to know 
how he and the family arc. With respect to 
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mj'self, I have been ^^ery much favoured ia the 
pulpit, nor have I had one real barren time since 
my return; atid blessed, forever blessed be his 
holyifaanie, he still indulges me with a loath* 
ing diis vain world, and in keeping me dead to 
iti and sick ot- it ; with an unabated love to se- 
cret reiireraeiit, to being alone, and to continue 
seeking his most blessed reconciled counte- 
nance in the face of Jesus Chrisfl; the shining 
6f which into the poor sinner's he^rt, conjes the 
nearest of alliiadulgehcies to the glorious reali- 
ties of heaven. " Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall seeiG'od." 

*: O^i Betsy, faint not, abate riot; God's back 
parts appear xiaily before, us in his providence, 
^^ I will make all my goodness pass before 
thee," this engages the eye ; ^* and .1 will pro- 
claim, the name of the Lord before thee," this 
appears to draw the heart after him : for every 
time he appears gracious, in reviving faith, 
hope, love, or meekness, it is a fresh proclama- 
tion of this part of the name of the Lord God, 
gracious or loving. Every melting frame of 
soul, that produces sorrow after God, or self- 
abasing penitence for any thing amiss, it is a 
fresh application of the name of the Lord, mer- 
ciful, or touched with a feeling of our troubles, 
and compassionate to relieve us in them* Every • 
fresh enlargement proclaims his goodness, 
and every new discovery into his covenant pro- 
claims his abundance in truth ; and every time 
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he does away our offences, and gives us a fresh 
sense of pity, of peace, of pardoning love, it is 
a fresh discovery of another branch of God's 
covenant name, forgiving inujuiiy, transgres- 
sion, and sin, Exod. xxxiv. 6, 7. 

My name, says God, is in my anget, or mes- 
senger of the covenant, " Obey his voice ;'' and 
it is wonderful how our dear Redeemer did ma- 
nifest his name to the poor creatures whd be^ 
lieved in him : Father I havie declared thy name 
to the men which thou gayest me out of the 
world, and will declare it; that the word that 
thou hast given me inay be in them, and I in 
them. I will declare it again and again, as he 
most certainly does every day of our lives. 
This my dear friend is that religion which mars 
the works of the devil, fixes the heart, adorns 
the soul, ennobles the mind, kills the world, and 
drives the hypocrite, miad^ . iThis is Christ's 
ancient promise, " I will declare thy name 
unto my brethren : in the inidst of the church 
will I sing praises' unlo th^e,": P^a. ±Ki\.SQ; 
as he did just before he .went, out ito suffer: 
" They sung an hymn, arid went out," Matk 
xiv. 26. 

Oh ! the astonishing condesciensioa ; he is 
not ashamed to be called our God, nof ^shamed 
to call us brethren. . This .ie van gelicalUbour 
ihe devil cannot, mvdure, and this I well knowi 
by his lnying so hirdr and Vejnting \\h ragQ ^Q 
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often against me ; and he oftca so fw prevailev 
as to throw^ alL into confusion and diaordef; 
every thing 9eem» oS the hooks^ and out of 
joint. But when I can get for a whole day mto 
the cabin, and the good Lord h pleased to 
meeken and soften vay heart; I labour bard to 
bring all the work into order agaiiv ; and when 
this is done, how bold do I find noyself in dh^ 
work. 

O my dear friend^ be diligent,: beware of a 
cold, a dead, a sleepy, a lifelcsa profeaston ; an 
inactive faith, a hopeless hape, and a carele^ 
care, is a frame unfit for both worlds. 

Ever your*$, 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

TO mr; t. 

4 

r 

; My dearly beloTed ^nd kuid Fricjid^ 

Having in humble prayrtf begged of God 
my Saviour to be favourable and gracious to 
you, and that he would guide my hand and 
pen to gend a few lines to you ; I hope ydu will 
take the comfort and encouragement, which 
the word of God holds forth to poor sensible 
sinners, who feel the need of the alpning blood 
of Christ : « The blood of Christ cle^nscth na 
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from all sin.'* Moses the murderer, Paul the 
persecutor and blasphemer of Christ, and the 
murderer of the childreli of God, are living 
witnesses that Christ saves to the uttermost 
all that come to God by him. 

Give no place to the devil; he is, and always 
Avas, the father of lies ; but the word of^hri^fl 
&tands faster than heaven and earthy for .both 
these, saith the Lord^ shall pass a^rikyj but tny 
word shall not pass away. And be decknes, • 
that whosoever cometh unto him, that he Will 
in nowise cast them out. All that the <leviV 
wants, is to get us to dishonour God by our 
unbelief, and by soaking us believe that God 
will not be faitl^ful and true to his word y wlien 
Jesus himself declares, that he is not sent to 
call self-righteous souls, hut he calls sinners to 
repentance ; and that tlie whole need not the 
physician, but them that are sick ; and that be 
fills the hungry soul with good things, but he 
sends the rich empty away. Yea more,' he 
declares that they shall come to eat at his sa- 
crifice that were ready to perish, Isa. xxvii. 13. 
And what can the Ahnighty say more, to en- 
QQurage perishing souls to look to the blood 
and righteousness of his dear Son? I shall 
by God's leave> follow this with my constant 

prayers. Kind love to E*- . 

Ever your's, 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTllR XXIX. 

TO THE SAME. 
i> ear Sir, 

Some few days ago I sent a few lines to you, 
to give you a hearty welcome to my house, 
that you would abide a month with me, or 
stay till harvest ; and you can have my study 
and books to yourself, while I am in town. I 
I asked Mr. B. last night if you had received 
that letter which I speak of, he told me you 
read one to him that I sent some time ago, by 
which I suspect that you have not received it ; 
and this is the reason of my sending again, to 
inform you that I shall be glad to see you, and 
that you will ever be welcome to me, and to 
any thing that my house affords, and I think 
you will be much mor6 comfortable. 

I believe that my good God will never let 
his unworthy servant want, as I have had a 
long experience, and innumerable proofs of 
his faithfulness to the poor crawling earth- 
worms, who put their trust in him, and em-* 
brace the rock for want of a shelter. I shall 
expect to see you on Saturday next, without 
fail. Your's most affectionately, 

dr; sack. 

FINIS. 



ParU, PriBttr, Took's Ceurt, CiiaBc«ry Lmnc, L«ndoB. 
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Christian K£Ai>i(B, 

I have now laying before me, the fir3t>i^ 
sheet of a ' Sermon preached by the. Aut^r of / 
these Letters, at the City Chapel, Qrub, Street,;.^ 
in the year one thousand eight bundrpd^ 2^ndj 
eleven, and which \Yill make its appearance a^ , 
early a[s th{s' pa^phlet.\ It was;5:flp$rgned] tj* » 
me, by a friend whom I much respect;, ftjr^bc .^ 
purpose of being comprised in this work, but 
as it would break in upon my original plan, I 
judged it more meet to publish it by itself* 
The passage of holy writ discoursed on is, 
*' But ye shall be named the priests of the 
Lord, men shall call yoii the ministers of our 
God," Isaiah Ixi. 6. And I have been incited 
by him under whose power, and influence, and 
controul, I desire at all times to act, to entitle 
it, " The Glorious Ministration of t|je-Sj)ifit^i|' 
God ;" for unless we acknowledge God' in all 
the dispensations of his mercy and goodness 
towards us, how can we expect future deli- 
veranteS in times of trouble and necessity ? 
seeing the scripture command is, " In all thy 
ways acknowledge him^ and he shall direct thy 
paths,'* Prov. iii. 6. 

In the following paft, which will bd the 
fifth of this work, I shall be able to give you 
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two letters, written in an early stage of my 
Father's ministerial labours; and in them is 
discoverable much of gospel simplicity, like 
No. 1. and 2. of the seoond part, which were 
written about the same period, and are the 
earliest of his written documents, which I 
have ever had the pleasure of seeing. That 
you may reap instruction, establishment, and 
c6mfort from these publication's of his, is the 
warm desire of, 

E. HUNTINGTON. 



HighlStreet, 
Sept. 30; 1814. 
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iiETTER I. 
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;'■''' 
The troubler of Israel Ib come once more 

to see, or else to converse with, his sister M^ryi- 
wishing her and her household, aii ^appy ne^. 
year, and that in the best sense. A^ew year 
must begin, in the best sense, when ol'd things' 
are passed away, and when all thingjs l^jbcom^ 
new ; and this is done when we g^t fro^l th^ 
curse of the old covenant, into the btes^ijig.of 
life> in Christ Jesus, which is promised to till 
sensible sinners in the new covenant of grace*. 
Then we put off concerning the former \5onVet- 
sation the old man, though he is sur^ to come 
on us again; this makes putting off the old 
man, or denying self, which is ope and thfe 
same thing, a work to be done daily. How- 
ever we get rid of our old righteousness^ oW 
forms of worship, old doctrines and bomihaiid*' 
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ments of men, and of our false hopes, and wrong 
notions of God, and of our old companions 
also. » r * 

As soon as the good Spirit of God begins to 
awaken, alarm, and to convince us of sin and 
of unbelief, then the old things one after ano- 
ther begin -to vanish; as God says unto Israel 
as soon as the passover was instituted, and 
God had begun to deliver his people, " This 
month shall be. unto you the beginning of 
months : it shall be the first month of the year 
to you," Exod xii. 2. And when our deliver^ 
ance is completed, then comes our new birth- 
day ; then he saith, " Deliver him from going 
down to the pit, I have' found a ransom. His 
flesh shall be fresher than a child's ; he shall re- 
turn to the days of his youth," Job, xxxiii. 24, 
85. This, sister Mary, begins the new birth- 
day, the new time, new month, and the new 
year, and in this sense I sincerely wish you and 
your's a happy new year. 

Nor is it too late to wish you a merry Christ- 
mas, for that day is kept in the commemoration 
of the Saviour's first birth upon earth, but he 
hath been born a thousand times since that ; 
*? I travail again in birth," says Paul, " till 
Christ be' formed in you ;*' and when he is 
formed there, he will grow up within us, till 
he becomes Christ in us the hope of glory, 
«id after this he dwells in the heart by faith : 



and when perfect love comes, and casts out 
fear, and torment, then Christ, his word, and 
Spirit, have got full possession ; and what say« 
the Lord to this ? He^r it from an answer that 
he gave to some of his troublers : " Thy mother 
and thy brethren desire to speak with thee," 
say they. " But he .answered, Who is my mo- 
ther? and who are my brethren? For whoso^ 
ever shall do the will of mv Father which is in 
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and 
mother,'* Matt, xii. 48— -50. 

In this sense I wish thee a merry Christmas, 
and a. happy new year; and after this we shall 
see many new things, have many new visits, 
some new cpmfprts, and these will be the fore- 
runners of many new trials, new troubles, new 
plagues, and new temptations: but all shall 
work together to bring us to the new heaven, 
and to the new earth, which is promised to all 
new creatures in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Come, my dear sister in Christ Jesus, be of 
good comfort, for he certainly calleth to thee ; 
and take notice who his kind invitations,* and 
affectionate calls are to, to the hungry soul; 
" And they shall come that are ready to perish." 
To those that labour under fear, bondage and 
sin; " Come unto me all ye that labour, and 
qre heavy laden." To the thirsty ; " If any 
man thirst, let him come unto me and drink :** 
■' Come cat of my bread, and drink of the wine 



that I have mingled" And ia the last place^ 
if any be made willing in the day of God's 
power; " Whosoever will, let him take of the 
\vater ot life freely :" and be sure of this, that 
every word of the Lord is spoken in truth, 
and uprightness; his calls are true, sincere, 
and affectionate, nor shall a jot or tittle of his 
word ever fail, or pass away unaccomplished, 
or unfulfilled. 

The soul to whom the Lord gives an appetite, 
is as sure of the feast as of the hungei' given, 
or of the invitation proclaimed. Her^ is no 
fooui for the devil, unbelief, doubts and fears 
to work, if we do but feel our need, and seek 
relief in God's own appointed way, that is, in 
and through Christ Jesus; who is the only 
way to the Father, and the object set before 
us, and in whom all fulness of grace dwells. 
And forget not, my dear sister, that God re- 
gards the intense desires of the soul as real 
prayers, and has made many promises for the 
comfort and encouragement of such of his poor 
weak family, who cannot address him as they 
would; such as these, "The Spirit helpeth our 
infirmities, and maketh intercession for us with 
groanings that cannot be uttered." *' Because 
of the deep sighing of the needy, now will I 
arise, saith the Lord.*' " I will satiate the 
weary, and replenish every sorrowful soul/' 
" And shall not God avenge his own elect. 
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^hUfiti c^ d^y-and nigbt ,uato him ?*' " TIic de- 
sire. of the ^ightcQiis ^\dX\ be grauted " I have 
hqard the ^i:panipgs of the ,pri3pners, and ,^U 
^^^eliver them that ai;e appointejd t;o ,die. 

JJe Q^te.u %^n^? behind the wall, ^nd sbe.w^ 
i^\qjiS|ejl^,throu^h th^lattiqe, ia our distress, 9A^ 
^a)«r ap4 tjben giyes ^s ^ ray o/ laght, a drop 
of comfort, a feeling se^se gf Jhis j;>Q\v.e.r nearc;^ 
than usual, .to enlarge the hearty to raise hope, 
to IncrefL^e pur expectations, to set an edge to 
Qur appetite, and to expect no less than his real 
manifestation to our souls; and then off he 
goes, and takes all the bag pf money with him, 
and we seem further from the mark than even 
Then jealousy burns^ ^ng^r rages, disappoint* 
men t cuts, the devil comes, sin revives, unbe- 
lief prevails, and all contidence is cast away; 
an,d the langi^gf qf the devil and unbelief is, 
jet Jiim go jf he >»^ilh I would to God I could 
rest satisfied A^iithou^ hi^l : but this ends in 
grfpf, pprrpw, hpBpJt p^fe^§ipn, dQjiWf love, 
^d freble d/2?ir^s ; cijirsiRg self, 4nd prying for 
pprcy. . 

that I could lay p^^sive, w^tch bis hand, 
p^4 wait his time, but I :^lways was a devil, 
^here ffpyef ^a^ pne of such ^ disposition, such 
a fool, such a perverse, headstrong, obstinate 
?^^^ j^s J am, sai^h the pqpr soul ; and now per-? 
h^ps he has takcA ipe at my word, and is gone 
for ever, and out of my own mouth will he 
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judge me at the great day. No, no, Mary, 
none of this cometh from him that calleth us. 
I should not have troubled you with this, but 
knowiug the bad weather, and fearing poor 
brother Jenkins could not attend you often, I 
have thus far presumed. Tender my kind lovie 
to all, and I assure ybu that B. hath a share in 
every private prayer of, 

Thy poor unworthy friend, 
and servant in Christ Jesus, 

W. H. S. S. 



mmmBB 



LETTER IL 

TO THE SAME. 



Charch Street, Paddifigton. 
Sister Mary, the Elect Lady, or rather the mourniiig Do^e 

in the cleft of the Rock. 

Since my departure from B. I have had 
many thoughts of, and put up many prayers for 
you, and your friendly family ; and have felt a 
desire to send thee a few lines, being mindful 
of thy tears, and of thy soul trouble, which 
makes thee a woman of a sorrowful spirit. I 
could wish my God to bless these few scraps, 
and attend them with a little of the new wine 
of the kingdom, for thy stomach's sake, and 
thine often infirmities. 



IS 

The plague of the heart, and the confusion 
of the head, fits of unbelief, love-sickness, dis- 
orders of jealousy, the leprosy, together with 
the aptness of breeding souls, and of the daugh- 
ters of Zion especially when in a state of preg- 
nancy, to long for one delicate morsel or 
other, that is either sweet, savory, or tart; 
such as a slice from the fatted calf; a little bit 
of lamb roasted in the fire, without bitter 
herbs; a little honey from the rock, and honey- 
comb which is sweet, to the soul*; an olive 
berry from the uppermost bough ; the first ripe 
cluster, with d blessing in it; the mandrakes 
which give a good smell; a little sincere milk 
from the red heifer; a grain of the oil of joy,^ 
and a cruse of water from the well of Beth- , 
lehem; a little pot of hidden manha; a little 
savoury meat ; a small cake cooked under the 
juniper tree; a bit of broiled fish, from the sea • 
of Tiberias; a slice of unleavened bread; a 
word of grace, seasoned with salt; a dry morsel 
where love is; spiced wine of the juice of 
pomegranates ; balm of Gilead ; nuts, almonds^ . 
and the first ripe figs. 

Many such sweet scraps of picking meat, do 
poor souls fancy, and long after, when in a 
state of pregnancy ; and especially if they have 
a hard and long labour in casting out their sor- 
rows, fear, and torment. In such cases it is 
impossible to deliver them, without giving them 
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tfifeiVmt df tll6 st<4et^rfibrsaioiigea'for;^ 
ih the getietalis; k cup ' df^ c?ying Ii\ie; A'rid if ^ 
they have ' thi^; they at fe sttf e to Warlc the neW' ' 
born babe wntH'it, atid'wlif^h it 'groWs'uj!)V every* 
body may see it; "'C(/me'Tf6t rfeuf atiy liiah' 
upon whom is the' mafk," Ezek. ixV 6. lAi^' 
love is hettet than wine, Mafy, it ^6ek down* 
stf sweetly, that'it cadsei tht* h^'s of thosVthat 
ate' asleep tbspeak^ !?oug, vif.'9.' And'wfe'know^ ' 
that thos6' poor souls' wh^o' bi*eed' badly,* ate'* 
often sick and ' squeamish,' insorfiu.6h^' th'at^'the' 
nio\ie\ they s Wallowed ^diw'n, thej/qfifen votnit" 

i^'again,ftov; x^iii, 8.' 

There i^ nb such thiiig as^^ttlng'tfiese'Iadies' 
out of the^traw, wifhout1afg6 draugfiVs'bf new* 
\fine'; ** Eat/ fri^tids; drink, yeS drini a-" 
bundantly, Obelovied:*' if'thou ak recoficired:' 
td me, if thou lovest' me, thefa; '**^E^f,' 6" 
fi^i^nds;" I love them'thatiove me/ then, ^^^ririk • 
abundantly O beloved." Aye, thd£ wilt do; 
thiols charming fare, and here is a km* in vita 
t?on, and a heaity welcome; now wilfl^dfihk, 

^ « • 

and forget nVy poverty, and rdmembcr' niy ^ 
misery no more. Go thy \ray, Mary,* eat 'thy** 
bVfead with'** joy, and dn'uk thy ^ wine' willV^a 
ntterfy Irearf,. forth6u drt^huiiibleci; ahd 'God * 
nbwacfcepteth' thy works/ Preiity; of caudle " 
goes about at the time of ZIon's groaiiingsV he** 
o|)ens the 'banquet ting' house, and 'his baAner ^ 
over u^ is loVe*' Wisdom kills her' beastsi sidys * 
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9sxd^ malces ready, mingles her wihe, sends 
forth her maidens, and bids her guests: " Come; 
cat of my bread, and'drinlc of the wine that I^ 
have mingled. Forsake the foolish; and live* 
and go in the way of understanding," ' Prov. ix, 
1—5. 

Fearnot; Mary, Moses will acctise, perplex; 
terrify, anc! belabonr thee, till thy soul is sick 
of'hfe emhraces, for it only genders to bondage^ 
and brings * forth ^ fruit unto death. Brit* when 
thou art divorced front' him, Jesu$ will 'marry * 
the widows' and taise up'the name of the dead a 
then thy Maker shall be thine husband; and 
thou shaltforget the shSme of thy youth/ My* 
kind respects to the good man of "^ the htouse;- 
aad the rest of the^amily. 

God bless y oil,' 

W. HUNTlNGfTON. 
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:*. LEflTI/R . III. , 

TO MISS B. 

Gba<j«',> mircyj and ' peace .be» >^illh thee 
thtottgh' ' the knawkdge. joI i him ; I am at all 
titiaes glad to iec^ive ^a lintefroiBr thee^ and long 
to ^we' ypuuii the enjorf mentofl thexly ing; loy© 
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of the Son of God, which at once will crucify 
thee to this world, and this world to thee; but 
it is not an easy matter to get a line from my 

friend. / 

• ■ .' 

There are some ingredients in God's stores, 
which will make the most reserved to break 
silence, yea, even the dumb to -speak ;. " I 
kept silence even from good, and my. sorrow . 
was stirred : my heart wa^ hot within. mie, while 
I was musing the fire burned, Then spake I. 
with my tongue," PsaL xxxix^ 23, The fire 

of wrath heated his heart, and stirred,.hi» sor- 

if 

rows, and then heopenSk The fire, of jealousy 
likewise will break through all barrios ;^ ";Jea^- 
ousy is the rage of a man," it n^ust h^ye v.ent.^ r 
** Set me as a seal upon thine arm ;, forlpve is . 
strong as death, jealousy is as cruel as the grave : 

the coals thereof are coals of fire, which 

• • • 

hath a most vehement flame," Song, viii. 6. 
The fire of love will make the heart overflow 
with joy, and joy must have vent, either by 
leaping, speaking, or singing; if these hold 
their tongue, the stones would immediately cry 
out. 

The heart of the wise is a well-spring of 
life, and men of understanding will draw it 
out; and I di& intend ^toi: try this experiment 
when I Was last with you; but sdmehow' neg- • 
lected it, for I wanted much to know tyherer. 
about you werci how farfromSiiiai^iajiid wh*t 
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Vifews, prospcctij, and glimpses of Zion ; you 
may feel the climate, the soft South wind, the 
cooling brezes, and the dissolving rays. Long 
before you come to the walls of the citj% the 
heart opens to the king, and to the citizens, 
and feels power and swieet inducements to love . 
and obedience^ even from distant views. " They 
shall return and come to Z ion with sonsrs, and 
everlasting joy upon their head; they shall ob- 
tain joy and gladness, and sorrow and sighing 
shall flee away;" and this likewise intimated, 
that power from the celestial city meets us 
even on the road to it. 

GodseAdS'US help from the sanctuary, and 
strengthens -lis out of Zibn; and this always 
animates, atid emulates us, and ^ causes us to 
mend our pace. Blessed are the people in 
whose hearts ar« the ways of Zion, that is, 
whose heart loves the ways and worship of the 
church, who passing through the valley of 
Baca make it a well, the rain filleth the pools. 
They go from strength to strength till each of 
them appcareth in Zion before God. The Spirit 
of God refresheth them with showers of grace,' 
this rain fills the pools, the hearts of the saints; 
They converse together, and like ApoUos, water' 
and refresh the bowels of each other; then they 
take heart, and fresh courage to press on, and 
this is going from strengtft to strength,- and when 
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this power is restrained^ or witbeld, then tbey 
halt; and if they fret then they stumble upoia the 
dark mountains ; and if they rebel then Moses 
coops them up, ^^ I am shut up, I cannot coitie 
forth ; bring my soul out of prison that I may 
praise thy name/' 

I have often observed, that when I haVe 
been shut up, and kept fasting for several days 
together, I have lost nothing in a long run. If 
my soul exercise has been violent, my succeed* 
ing Joys have been superabundant. If the con- 
flict has been long and lingering, just so has 
been my future enlargement^ long al«o. If my 
soul has sunk into dismal gloom and horrors, 
when I have got my wings again I have soared 
the higher* If my soul has been remarkably 
dry", dead, lean, and barren, I have also foun4 
a feaet of the fattest things afterward, that has 
made my soul lively, active, and flourishing. 

Trials, Mary, are chiefly intended to give us 
a keen appetite, to stir us up that we may not 
settle on our lees, and to empty us of self, that 
we may not confide in the flesh. It is intended 
also to nip, and curb Our budding corruptions^ 
and unruly passions; and you will always find, 
if you observe^ that after a sharp trial, when 
the compasjsion of our God moves our bowels 
toward him, when meekness and contrition 
operate, how dead the' old mm with all his 
member appears to be, how submissive, re* 
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jiigned, humble, lowly, patient, and quiet the 
mind is, and at such times not easily roused, 
nor stirred up. These are called the peaceable 
fruits of righteousness, produced in those exer- 
cised with chastening, or other aiHictions. 

Stand fast and cleave close, and' let nothing 
under heaven ever stop the mouth of prayer," 
for all covenant mercies, he will be enquired 
of; omit this and you go back, as sure as y6u 
are alive : it is prayer that keeps the ground 
against sin and satan. 

God bless thee, 

W. H. S. S. 



LEITER IV. 

TO THE REV. J. J. 
Dear Brother ha Christ Jesas, 

I iNow not whether any of the plants of 
righteousness at L. were watered by me or no, 
or what refreshings were poured forth on the 
Lord's husbandry during my stay among you ; 
but this 1 know, I returned home with a dry 
soul, and an empty cruse, and having five times 
running to preach, and it being to be done 
upon the old stable ground upon which 1 have 
laboured upwards of twenty years ; and know- 

B S 
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ing the seed must he perpetually changed, 6t 
e\se the produce will not be adequate to the 
labour i I remained some time after my return, 
very dark and barren, and expected by no 
means to. appear in the character of an old 
householder, setting forth things from the 
blessed treasury new and old. But God who 
i^ better to us than all our fears, and exceeds 
all our expectations, brought me through all 
the five times with a supporting hand, and in- 
deed the fifth sermon was the sweetest of all 
to me ; so true is the spying of the wise man, 
which I have often found both in spirituals and 
tem'porals ; '* ^here is that scattereth and yet 
increaseth ; and there is that witholdeth more 
than is meet, but it tendeth to penury," Prov. xi. 
S4; and he adds, ** The root of the righteous 
yieldeth fruit." True, but, •* I ;" says the Sa- 
viour, ** am the root and the offspring of 
David, the bright and mofnitig star." 

He is the root of divine power that gave 
David his existence, and kept him in it ; he is 
the root of jjl^ divjne grace, and of all vital 
godliness in David : and likewise the root of 
eternal life in mount Zion. A hidden root ; as 
all sap, and roots are hid, so is our life hid with 
Christ in God. It is true, tb^ communications 
of sap from the root tp the branch is impercep- 
tible, but the growth, the shoots, the leaves, 
the buds, the blossoms, and fruit, all prove 









that it is 4one : so there is no shootins up in- 
heav^nly-minaedness, ^Litection or meditation, 
no buddina hopes, nor blossoni3 of love, no 
sweet motions of liieVithin, nojr verdure with* 
out, without these 'hourly, yea, nipmentary 
communicp.tions :, " I will w^tpr them every 
moment, and 1 will .Keep, them night ai)id day.'* 
Water with what?, '*,The w^ter that I shall 
give them, ishall be , in tlicnt a well of living 
water sprlng^ng qp into everlasting life," ang 
deny it if you can. ,. . . .^ 

But 1 ,will assort it, that divine veracity, and 

our existence in Cbrist, stand and fall tos:e- 

•-1 '■'^'■^ ^"'. '''•.<'•;•••• ••^ '^ ■ ''. ' .^ 

ther- for so it is written : " Because I live, ye 

shall 11%^^ also" John, xiv.' 19. His eternal 

existeftcq as the resurrection and the life, is 

the cause or ours, and how can the etrect cease 

while the' cause endures ?' fiut the .deaf Re- 

deemer, adds, " I am the bright and morn- 

mg star: what morning ? whyth^ resurrec- 

tion morning,' iij which the upright'\shair have 

the dominion, Psal. xhx. 1^. |he morning' 
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star is the harbinger,, the forerunner, the pre- 
iude to this mysterious and most blessed morn- 
ing, . whicri shall succeed tlie miSnigh 
The moihing star promisisd to the oycVcbmef, 
is the day-dawn of perfect day, iri*^ sKoft tlfic 
light of Cihrist's countenance lifted up upo^r the 
soul, and this attended with joy to the heart, 
is the beams of eternal glory, in which the 



rightroiis shme forth as the sun in the glory of 
'tlnir Father's kingdom, for ever and ever. 

And now what shall I say more, am I not 
the 'mouth of the few saints at Providence? 
Yes, I am, and they acknowledge their little 
sister at Jj. well then in the name of them all, 
we send our salutations to the dove that dwells 
in the cliff. May I boast ; ^hall I say most of 
the friends salute you, chiefly them of Cesar's 
household, with Erastus the chamberlain, and 
Quartus a brother? No, but this I can say, one 
pf the king's household saluteth you, for I 
most certainly am a father to his Majesty's 

clerk Qf the kitchen; so that my bonds are 

« 

pianifest in one part of the palace at kast. 

Moreover, the of his Majesty's life 

guards is also my son, sfl that my bonds are 
manifest in the king's stables also; and is it 
not promised that, ^^ Upon servants and hand- 
maids will I pour out my spirit ?" Joel, ii. 29* 
it is^ and, " Unto ' the poor the gospel is 
preached." I have so many brethren of this 
sort I cannot reckon them up ; and as the title 
of poor is coveted by none, I shall only sub* 
scribe myself one pf that number, wishing 
grace, mercy, and peace to you, and all the 
saints at L* 

, i . 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER V. 



TO THE SAME. 



I RECEIVED the letter of my nearest 
and <ieaTe8t friend and best companion, and t 
think the time of our departure dfatvs niffh ; 
all the winters that I hav§ evcf iseen, have 
never tried my lungs and breath Hke this. 
Last winter gave the bellows their death wound, 
which never recovered in the hottest day last 
ftummer; and I am more gone and enfeebled in 
two months, than before in ten years ; and it is 
a ^ttle satisfaction that our dismission s^eems so 
nfear together. Close confined in town, the 
same at home, dismal weather, much speaking, 
and want of bodily exercise, renders me almost 
incapable of walking alone; and my soul h 
weary because of murderers : nor dp I thiilk 
that death itself would be half so bad, as the 
continual conquest, boasts, and triumph of 
them, who know and acknowledge no god but 
themselves. 

But we must be still, and expect the worst^ 
the worst that can be imagined if we fall into 
the hands of men ; but I firmly believe our 
time is short, and when we awake again, we 
shall see them in full possession of all the ven-r 



geancc that our souls now wish for; for God 
will. destroy them that destroy the earth. Com- 
motions, wars and rumours of wars, must come 
to pass, but, ** In your patiience possess ye 
your souls;** for what is all these, and the worst 
of these, when compared to the never-dying 
worm, thp smojcc and flames, of Toph^^j a^id 
the unabatiii^ apd unremitted Wfat;h .of IQ- 
cen§;ed Justice? , 

I have,foHnd iny tur^^ulent spirit tqo refracr 
tpry, but the whore is now in the threatened 
bed of languishing, and all the kiixg^ t)?,ajt hav^ 
pommitted adultery with her are in gfe$^t tribut- 
lation; and God is killing her phildr^uwith 
death, or giving her blood, to drink, fo^r^heis 
worthy. Never was ther^ .$uch a slaughter 
made, on thjC; body of the beast, since he has 
worn his seven heads and ten horns ; s^nd it ap^ 
pears to me that none are, or. shall be peyipittcicl 
to ward off the blows; "He shall come to his 
end an^ pone shall help him." . All that we can 
see is, that he is swiipming in blood,, but 
Daniel looked further, he saw till the b^fit was 
taken, his hody destroyed,; apd giyen. to the 
burning flame. 

The Roman Empire is the beast,, and the 
Famous city is the whore; and whether this is 
jfo terminate in the conquest of the oiiter court, 
i know not, but 1 think the bes^st has sixty 
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boc years yet to teign^ and that the slaughter 
of the wit neasei • Willi t commence in eighteen 
hundred and sixty-two, 

r 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LE'lfER VI. 

* 

■ 

TO THJE SAME. 
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To uiy Joy and Crown. : ; .^ 

A$ I have received no answer to itiy last« 
I take it:for granted my kind friend is ill,; and 
Mr. B.; }Y;](Otejne! instead. The contents of his 
letter; wcn^ heavy tiding; *\ The harvest is 
greaji^ hut.the labourers rare few;"too few to be 
diniini^he^ ; nevertheless, God qandend a snc^ 
cession. Your last epUtles havexau'sied.somel 
joy, and sojne griefs some thanksgiving, and 
soine,^ruesit petition^i. I see thy last stages 
are crowned with loving kindne^s^ and tfender 
mercies^ . this is what I Jong believed kud ex* 
pectcd,: th^ rejpiged my .heart, and'Tutnished 
thank-qiferings. to my God. 

jPut the thoughts of losing my /suckling, . 
which jl h;aye been so. long suppleing and swad* 
dling, this . drove me t<J prayer. On Saturday 
iporning I gave myself to this work, aud yes<^' 
terday morning at the chapel X found much 



teoeis, freedom^ and energy, and was pereiitted 
to plead with uBOommon t>oldnesSy and with a 
degree of confidence and asaUrance, that this 
sickness would not be unto death. And if all 
things are possible to be done to them that be- 
lieve, I am &lly persuaded that I have pre- 
vailed in this thing. When I had concluded 
my first prayer, I asked the Lord to convince 
me by the first passage that I should turn up 
in the book of Psalms, whether he would grant 
my request or not, begging he would not be 
displeased at this; and the first passage was 
this, following ; *^ Ye that fear the Lord praise 
him; all ye the seed of Jacob, glorify him; 
and fear him, all ye the seed of IsraeL For 
he hath not despised, ndt abhorred the afflic- 
tions of the aSiicted : neither hath be hid hia 
f9€Q from him, but when he cried unto him he 
beard/ Ps, j^xii. 23, $4. 
. Thia work was carried on yesterday morning 
between the hours of five and two, and this I 
wish to kaow, whether any change took place 
about dxat lime, for I have some hope that 
when fipiith sprung up in me, thsit healing ap-* 

w 

peared in him : for the question from the father 
to the servant was, What time did my son be- 
gin to amend : ♦* and they said unto him, Yes- 
terday at thd eleventh hour the fever left him. 
So the father knew that it was at the same 
ho^r, in the whieh Jesus said qnto him, Thy 



son Uvtth ; ^nd hUnself believed and all his 
house," John, iv. 52, Send me a few lines by 
return of post, *nd a. true account in answer to 
these enquuie3, and you will oblige, 

Your most affectionate friend, 
and brother in Christ, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 

LETTER VIL 

TO MR. M. 
To n\y beloved Brother in the Lord greeting, 

Your's came to hand, and I thanked God 
for it, as I am always gUd to hear how the poor 
family of the Lord. do. For my part I am but 
poorly with ia cold; and the rheumatism in my 
head,') which for some time has tried me not a 
little. A cough and shortness of breath, has 
rendered my cabin almoat unbearable; these 
things ^ften make drill, field-days, reviewsi, 
the eamp^ and the field of action, irksome ; and 
make me cringe, and think of winter quarters, 
dismission from service!, the king's letter, m 
an honourable pension. But instead of this, I 
am obliged to keep on, altiiough I confess my 
heart at times sinks upon- a Sunday mwning^ 
as soon as the ^rum beats,, at the thoughts of 
mounting guaid, , or doiirg duty uX the palace. 



However,' the captain of our salvation is al- 
.ways better i to us than all our fears, and brings 
me sometimes through with such a high hand 
as to make rpe a wonder. to nfiy self, though at 
the same.tii!n^L have- thought, that I have 
scarcely stretagth to sit up, even on the bag- 
.gage waggob. At this momentary, timely, 
much needed, but undeserved and unexpected 
aid, and assistance, I hav« tnuch wondered, 
and have gone'^on as if in the first campaign; 
but no sooner is it oyer, tljaft I dream of the 
surgery, or the hospital, and if 1 do in any 
measure survive this, istill nothing suits me, or 
charms me more, than the pleasing' sound of 
' Goto bed Tom.' . . . * 

When I. obtain this, 1 am -'often interrupted 
with drtatnft,: or visions of a rout, :a halt, a 
inarch,., or a call to arms^ ^ometimeis I faAcy 
J am pursued,: or imy roadfso slippery I cannot 
jtand.; ati. other times. I im called to action, 
without either arms' or ammunition. ; Some- 
.times I* fjancy my 'station on the forlorn hopie, 
;tbe worst station :of all tfiaie .besiegers ;* at other 
.times I am giving tli^iwocii.of.qoniiiiand, but, 
iila^ ! I am dumb ; asi^>'whcn I order others to 
inarch, I myself wish to. retneat ' . » 

.lately 1 have beerijerecting the king's stand^ 
ard, I have been waving the banner, and beat* 
ingup like one on a jecruittngparty, deliveriog 
the kirpg's speech; promi&tng new clothes, a 
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large tounty, present pay, good quarters, in- 
valuable and invincible accoutrements, certain 
victory, infinite spoils, and eternal honours ; at 
the same time my wicked heart rebelling/ and 
giving the lie to every word my mouth has 
uttered. And I often find at this work that I 
vainly suppose not a few recruits have volun- 
teered their services, and have seemed to join 
the young troops, but soon after, when I ex- 
pect them at roll-call, one half are missing; 
some complaining of too much drill, others of^* 
the difficulty of learnipg the manual exercise; 
and often in the recruiting business I have 
exceeded, I mean, in spending more thati the. 
king^s allowance, or I have feigned the boun- 
ty when in truth the whole stock has been 

gone. . . ,, , 

This has brought me in short in'my.ac- 
count, and this puts me under stoppages, one 
halfpenny in two days, and hardly. that; at 
this time, catering, or hunting for forage, and 
asking, or taking French leave in a furlough ; 
and even this has often confined me in the 
guard house, arid many heavy petitions have 
gone up before I could appear to enjoy the 
privilege of a prisoner on. the. parole of honour: 
and what do vou think of such a soldier as 
nie? 
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TO WR. M. 

"I 
,T& my old companion in soul travul^ and dearly Beloved 

in the Lord, the Coalheaver sendeth greeting. 

The goat iu the body and that which 19 
peculiar to the pockety do operate different 
ways, and what is good for the former^ is of 
little use to the latter. I have beeft free from 
this epidemical all this whole winter, though 
I do not believe that I have one near relation . 
in the flesh, that is ever free from it, either in 
the winter or in the summer, it being a family 
disorder, constitutional, and hereditary ;. but 
your's lays in the vitals, mine in the cxtremir 
ties. However there is one sovereign remedy, 
which is irresistible, which neither cold tior^ 
heat, ague nor fever, cold damps nor drying 
winds, can ever withstand, and that is, faith 
in, and prayer to, the all-wise, divinely skilled, 
and omnipotent Saviour of helpless sinners. I 
have at times thought that if there is a worth- 
less worm in the British isles, who can assert 
this with all confidence, the presumptuous 
rebel as I am often called, and the despicable, 
and as some call me the stinking Antinomian, 
can with all boldnesiS affirm this. 
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No disorder or disease, no foe wtthmit not 
foe within, no bodily or ghostly tnemy, not 
corporeal or spiritual infirinity, could ever 
withstand, much less repei, the force of believ- 
ing and persevering prayer, put up to the great 
physician, or to the Father of all mercies in th« 
great physicians name. » The morfe this holy 
way to the throne is trod, the more smooth 
and eaay it becomes ; and the more faith is em^ 
ployed in this wfcy> the stronger and bolder she 
grows ; afitd the. more our poor petitions arts 
repeated, the greats 4r^ their returns* Thia 
is the new navigation opened for the vessels of 
mercy, afid where all wise merchants should 
seek their gx>odly pearls. 

The worst diseases in this world are tfce le- 
prosy, the plague of the heart, the dead palsy, 
and that of being born blind. The blood of 
sprinkling cures the first, sovereign grace the 
second, the promise of life th<^ third, and he 
counsels u» to buy eje-salve of hinn to ex* 
pel the deadly and dismal gloom from tlv^ 
mind, and understanding. I wish you was As 
free from, your gouty habit, as I am from mine, 
that 1 might congratulate you on j-t^ur happy 
recovery. However, th^ new man is incapable 
of all this train of diseases, and of the infections 
of the old man, \frhich is the sole cause of them 
all; ** That which is born of the Spirit is spi- 
rit/* We know that divine light and life, faith 



fciici hopei love and joy» peace and comfort ktt 
of God ; nothing can be added to it, and no* 
thing can be taken from it^ and God doth this 
work that men should fear before him ; and, 
" The fear of the Lord is his treasure, " Isa. 
xxxii* 6. 

But though these things are begun, they are 
not full, there is room for more love, more joy, 
more life and light, " That he might fill all 
things," Eph. iv. 10; that is, that every trea- 
sufe of grace might be filled with glory, and' 
this he promises to do : ** I lead in the way of 
righteousness, in the midst of the paths of 
judgment That T may cause those that love 
me, to inherit substance; and I will fill th^it 
treasures," Prov. viii', 19^ 20* This will be the 
accomplishment of the good work begun, and 
this being set before us leaves room for appe- 
tite, for desires, longings, cravings ; and which 
I believe will never cease, where the Holy 
Spirt once sends his divine influence through 
the soul, until we are filled with all the fulness 
of God. Many, many earnests, pledges, tokens 
foretastes, first-fruits, &c* are given by the way, 
to iissure us of this all-satisfying banquet, after 
which wc shall hunger no more, nor thirst any 
more. Adieu, 

THE DOCTOR. 
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LEITER IX. 

1 BO not suppoise that my writing to———, 
is very acceptable, becaiifec' unbelief will repre- 
sent me no better than* a- liar, or a flatterer at 
best. David said in 'hi^ hasfte, ^* All men are 
liars," Samuel, NatKari,"Gad, Abiathar, all that 
told him he should be kiWg, that God had given 
him' thfefcingdom of cfternal royalty, that hi 
was an object of Grid's love and choice, a man 
after his* own beart,^ that he was to be the 
father bf the promised Messiah; and heir of 
God'd eternal mercif;^ and that God' hid* sworii 
by his holiness that he would n^ver lie \xnt6 
David; all these, unbelief called liars, and if 

• • • • 

I ■ classes me among tMs numljer" I shall 
not be ashiamed of iny company^ The worst 
thing that ■ ■ " ■ ' ■* can 'say of himself is, that he 
is shut up in unbelief, and in bondage nndeir 
the law, I defy hikn to say any thing worse of 
himself than this; all his sins are iwMliing, 
when compared to unbelief ; th6 former inflict 
the wound, but this opposes the otaly remedy? 
^ When God pulls down' Zion he appears in 
wrath, in judgment, and in terrible majesty,^ 
but it is charity that raises the edifice; *^Wherf 
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he builds up Zion, he appears in his glory,** in 
his beauty, his love, his mercy, his pity, and in 
his compassion ; he deiighteth in these, and at 
these unbelief Mclcs^ apd to keep these from 
us, satan by unbelief works. Yea, says — ;-, 
and.t^^s, -wa^ ihe testfod touchstpne of the 
Jj^jkiPS, Jie s«ttt hjs angel .l^efore t;bem in .^hc 
^sert, and, with all, l\isj covenant inai^jes. . of 
mercy antl/pardqp in ^ip, ,a|^d.,tiiey,/l»elie!V§4 
not, and so f^ijfd of i^h^^i^rw^isedir^t-: jkm 
h , brougl^t. ,^Vein; .undcji ^nqtjipr .,trj,4l,,jft|l|ipg 
Jj^m. g^ befqj-^," pi&^ iif ijjy ;>^t9ved.rSofli l?«aT 

iffff. ; jtheyib^i^^'cd npV ?n^,^ »P^?. Opfif a.,Ii«-, 
ffld.fpji t^ei? uRjjpU^^tljey ^e'rejbroHei|,j)%.af^4 

Wf^'ju •!-. , I : • ' '-..: ..!■ : . •■ •• .'. / . ... 
•^ I l^v^^^pjd^JujbtVt^pnie^f thefW thin^t,wx)^ 

W :*'-t-7'^iroin^v;t>Mt..J3L^jft not in tj^eir^c. 

|p^4,^^ Uif pase nf^y.appeaf;} t^?pir,grand,trial waj* 

vjjlo(9; . rtjhi^j ^e^4''1^b#tJ)j^ri.CJiri4L_W&s the tru« 

Sp*?AaM'''i?^W fflPi^hi? ,li)R»r,fi¥fpa^;qr;W5)^.de- 
t/?«Wifriv/t^.^ifl>i'thrth^^ V}i^,^l;i[e,tn,j[pipg,R9int} 

y^WfrPiminolQfl t Cbri^t;$,.?)i# f v,e^y..RT5<fet?4 
^^fiWMi^^flfiftajMliqhMr^cjIfir^thp ipip^fefj)^ w^^ 

^9i |W(fi»1[«T>» jW»4!thi?4ppirin??;hs M:?P)t9i't,<f^»i 

^pVjj3(i?W»es.j";itR.)h4$ wmMh: f l?f > W9i:J^S;%t; ^ ;dQ 

liear witness of me ; ^ Though ye believe not 
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ir6m gtesLttt' mttk^tfkd tkmd ttie wU&essMof 
Johtt^thbugh his wiitotflft' wiu trwc^ taoA^tUt 
Father bore witheit ofimt ol^ Bdt ihty 
denied kis being the M^Msiab^rthoj^tdbnied UiBi 
116 Clitic t come iiathe disb,ok]ipd.th»fc agaiMt 
•tiie tevidfeiict} of God, of soriptdwv'attd rf erery 
iviti^ess and evidencd aliotqed ' tbi be(Valid)iii; fa 
court of kw ; and'caH^d him iBfeeivebudbi^ bud la 
'de(2e}ver^ and njeodddi him- !aki £n(ich'>^ 'ami. do to 
this day, and are loofch}g f&ri^amfher.''^ ! : >!> 
t' Kow i— — - istands nbi guiltyJ Hefev "be jhas 
Wdoufot but Christ: h e<»be iik thevfleisb^ land 
that: JtsM of Na^atetbr^ lAi«L^oii <df Marjr is'kre, 
nor ts be. looking ftok* )|ti^tller'^ «tiii^ i»v{dTeady 
in his faith. Nor does he deity 'the fta/i^l :^41 
of matf, :hdr giv# G<od'lthb4i)3 iti'bi» toHnwfai^ of 
the* de<^eit^)iie$6 ^ 4^ .bMimaii ^biearit,: cklfivg 
hini^^lf ^igiit^ottsi^andt boistinj^of^lftet WiM Mufl 
huttian* -po^ireri ife}*>l'ife1 m 'M'i>!f3tt^lW heaA 
al^ekdyi' H :i4or -is' h«^S(i>fig]««i«njrof Ot^d'^^'jtis^lj^ 
as to «<hfek:CHi^st^id<fediibivaiB, ^nd'Ubtir-^iiftfc 
caWbe? WaVfcd ^;r^1?h^)lit^is^t*^^5^tii^tt'trta^ ttf4a# 
and jubtfee, V*be^it}#fact*61li tif *' sbi^etyV -Ift 
d<>ubts iftt'of hifflsel<P^tidkig'ia>l(Jst*|rittttel>' Aoi" 
does'hfe doubt <iF Chi«i«?^ kb11il?f»tt)^teii^e ttt'lhfc 
uttermost ^11 th^t oomfe to^CJ'od •'By^hiitt^}^ 'all 
this grdUfad is already^^^ii^^fl; df)d' W« 'ttte ')«A 
IvitH anidUr'aduNl^^afttd'feai^ h^tf^in^ Wj^^ 6to* 

dingle a<it'6f hU ^ovefeign w5H j^'^/ff |hou wilt* 

C2 
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^thou canst make .m^ <]ileaiW*^ Mattf yui>::2; aye, 
says . . . .^i- , If I could believe that he W9iild, 
I slKmld.rest conte&ted. Thus there is one 
tbmg lacking in faith, on that side of .thf ques- 
ition, and one ion. his own, to know ht it»' lost, 
;ti> he humbled jto. submit to he saved in Gjod's 
way, to be made willing ,by the, poweri of Jhii^ 
ianger ; to will is present with us, so tha^.idhe 
'Lord has no cdll to sajjr^: iWilt thou he tma$le 
(whoie? nor, ^^Believest thou that I:am able to 
do this?" . The -grand qu^ti<>n is, Will he work 
in:me to do? I am willing to submittoJiis yoke, 
to his law, and to his sceptre, if hei^ill but 
SFiike hare his holy arm» and make m:e believe. 
Ihe report, so ^s to obey him, or to yipld the 
obedience of faith. 

: The isles^ convinced Of isin,* 9nd of the sim of 
ionbelief in particulaf, are to M^ait for his law, 
ibut while the. virion tarri^ai* the heart at|d 6esh 
fftiljf *♦ Hope deferred mttkiPth the hcjart sick :'* 
th^ia our pt^esentcasie aQdsta,te, and tinl^$$ faith 
i^fme by hieaTJngi and he^r'mg by th^ word j or 
unless the wor4 cMie with pOH^er, in the^ Holy 
Ghost, and with much a$siirance, I must faint, 
for of myself I cannot. believe. . 3ure I ^m this 
is the striiit gate;/' I am in a strait," say $Pau]| 
I'Vbetwixt twoT the will, the understanding, 
and the epxnest mind are got Jn, but the heart, 
conscicQice, and affections . are left; out: lam 
in a great Sitfait, says such a soul, not knowing 
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which to choose ; unhelief says it is in vain to 
go back, but terror and torment say^ press on. 
The place is too strait for us, says the Gentiles 
by Isaiah, make room for us that we may 
dwell ; nothing here will make room or enlarge 
but love, that is it, aye it is so, but will love 
ever come to me? " Shall T C4use to travail and 
not cause to bring forth?'* shall I teach them 
out of my law, and chasten them and fill them 
with ibars and labour, and not lead them to 
Christ in ;whom my love is fixed on them ? or, 
"Shal}\I OEiuse to biing forth," from a death of 
sin, aud insensibility, '^ and then shut the 
wonpib ? saith thy God ;" or withhold from 
them , my promised Spirit, grace, and power^ 
which is treasured up in |my promise to Christy 
ai9k4 to his seed ? I expect no better answer ta 
this, tjhap, V O thou man of God, do not lie un-^ 
to thinq handmaid," 2 Kings, iv. 16 ; howQver I 
do not writ^ either to please the devil, or 
carnal reason. My. kind love to all friends, 

W. H. S. S. 
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J. J. 
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- T^ ii^y Dear Br^tl^eis&iy ^q, and my.£iiitbfu^ £elbw-«ej:yai4|^ 

and fellow-labourer. 

I HAVE just been begging of GrocI ih be* 
hatf of my dear and tritd friend, and I found 
much boldness, mtich freedom, and the full 
assurance of faith that would take no denial ; 
for if ever God gave to nian an homest heart in 
this world, or if^ybneman in all the world 
ever received the' word rn ah hohe»t and good' 
fteart, yon dfd ; and if love to the truth, aad 
rove to the saints, be aii evident token of adop- 
tion, the badge of a teat disciple, and a fiiir 
proof of our passing from death unto life, 1 
vowi I protect, I' sweat* m the name of the 
liying .^od^ that these tokens, these badges, 
these infallible proofs, and these things that 
accompany salvation, have been for many years 
both upon me and thee. 

I have prayed, I have wept, I have laboured, 
I have travailed for thee both in body and in 
mind ; I have loved thee with an undissembled 
love, and God declares, " They shall not la- 
bour in vain, nor bring forth for* trouble : for 
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they are the seed of the blessed of the Lord, 
and their offspring with them, Isa. Ixv. 23. 
Thou shalt never be damned, nor die in des- 
pair, if the word of God be! true. I hav^ with 
the fullest assurauce, with ,all boldness, and 
with the energy of the Holy Ghost, told God 
ail fhia^ and -pleaded it .with bim in prayer/^ and 
1 have a futi peirstta&iori' that soiT|e thing, of tliat 
power which isrxipda ttfe, will attend 'tl^isu / t ./ 
I saw poor. Jannes BJ last night, ind I'tbinsk' 
t'sfaall^e him no niol'B till (his mrsirafaDe liffist* 
b« irt aiL end^ but: fait seems me&kv cfuit 1^ ip! 
peace, .and with a^dddhope; dnd Ja-suchaii 
skde^oo M* I nrrer saw. .He has erer rbeMKOF' 
poorrafflictededeatunc^. mudi hound in ^ifrt,;! 
very dark, and little comforted. ButGodkeptl? 
him : diligent) tendibr hearted, truly hondstli 
ciroomspect, and vprigfat } and he is iio\r goijig ; 
to r»p the fhiiti of his honest and da Igent 
Is^oursJ Ggd blesa ihee^ my dearly helored 
frietidL 
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LETTER XI. 

TOMbCj. B. 

Will brother trade how goes business 
0D9 have you plenty of patients, are you at 
work night and day? if not I am ; I mix many 
ingredients by night, and carry them forth by 
day. Broken bones and broken hearts, the 
leprosy, and the plague, often break out among* 
us; inward fevers from the fiery law, that 
worketh wrath, and the influenza fi^om the old 
man of sin, are too common at this season of 
the year. 

Many groanings have I to attend, many 
pregnant women who look every hour, and^ 
whose reckonings according to their account, 
has been out these three, some four, and some 
five years ; these conclude they have passed the 
time, and shall always be big, bring forth windt 
or di^ ill labour. Many, many difficulties, 
singular cases, and strange influenza's, attend 
our profession ; and in these I act as you do. 
In gouty complaints, I recommend flannel, the 
obedience of the Lamb, and patience; to drop- 
jjcal, lethargy, and drowsy complaints, I pre- 
scribe bitter herbs, wormwood, gall, and aloes^ 
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together with, a little nitre, or the; fire of spi- 
ritual jealousy; the former promote appetite, 
and the latter perspiration : for jealousy is- the 
same to a careless saint, as the golden fly is to 
a sluggish bullock, it will move him when a 
wire of an inch long will have no effect 

To bilious complaints, such as gripes in the 
conscience, straitness in .the bowels, or heavir, 
ness in. the heart, I administer or recommend 
a little of the new. wine of th^ kingdom i this 
is for their stomach's sake, and ,tbeir often in- 
firmities. But for.tho^e afflicted wit^h the stone, 
I do not mean gall stones in the, liver, gravel 
stones in the kidneys, or qhalk stones in the 
joints, but flint stones,. an adamant .atone in 
the; heart ; for this complaint I generally hold 
forth the oil of jioy, and the juice of the spiced 
wine of the pomegrana.te, the forrner is of a 
softening, dissolving nature \ and the latter is 
ine^J^riating and enlivenix^g. In. costive habits, 
I recomniend hyssop, aud saline draughts, hys- 
sop purges, and salt keeps matters open; 
" Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace one 
with another :" but for all inward bruises and 
green wounds, I haye recourse to the balm of 
Gilead, and consult the great pbysician therci 
this is a sure restorative. , 

To swelling humours, white swellings, bojls, 
ruptures, and breakings put, figs for a plaster is 
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itty clioice remedy j I mean sueh ^g$ ks^ gfdit^ 
upon the good fig tree, the hnmMing gracw oF 
the Holy Spirit, a^ ah effectual remedy' for atl 
swellings, and breakings ont. For atll running 
sores, such as run in the night and cease ^ot, at 
which time the patient refuses to be comforteds^ 
I generally recommend a bandage^ and ofder it 
to be put tight, and to swaddle the part affected ' 
with many folds. The best rollerd* or swaddling 
bands, are those called the cords, or bands 
of love ; and I now have beeh In practise thirty 
years, and to my knowledge, 1 nevef observed 
this remedy to faiL . : -i 

For all ricketty, hobbling, or halting cdth- 
pTaints, or relaxation in the nerves or muscles^ 
I prefer the girdle of truth ; **Oird tip thelbhis 
of your mind, be sober, *'^ &c ;: isfor crutdies,^ 
stilts, sticks, and all iron bbws, '' atxrf stays, I' 
never recommend. Cold water for tilifsty' 
soels ; good news from a far. country,' ^iferr me- 
lancholy complaints ; bathing up to tHe ^anclii/ 
knees, and loins in th# water of life, 'for stil!^* 
ness in the joints, I am very partial to. Siiicere 
milk I recommend to young ones, whose' teeth 
arj too weak to mump a hard crust, or' grind 
strong meat ; strong drink 1 generally make 
use of to them that are ready to perish, and old 
wines on the lees to those of heavy hearts* 
Honey I generally give to lyrng-in women. 
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vhen their legal labour is over» and love hu 
cast out fear; this so sweetens th( ir fitpiritSi ai 
to make them forget their anguish for jny timt 
the new man is brought forth. But ia all (l;m« 
gerous symptoms, perilous cases, or ttu)»e 
chronic disorders that h&ve any dc*speratc u|i« 
pearance, I generally apply the leaven of tU& 
tree of li£^ i tlm ^ more soveneign in %ucU cukcn 
tbin ^iihnrik^ pope*^ extreme unctionf waiVrs^ 
or holy wtteit; it. revives the expiriugi uml 
giTCt Ufi^.eveiit to the de^ 

Nov iht0^ I ksow ,yoii do not tn^ike um 
of SKj meAewes ia your line of pt^liMr^ yift 
I tluidl^ yoa irill acknowledge tf>e $^luU^9y 

tndc. Odctpr &urk'f k^ lof^r tv O^^w^j^ H, 
and iviAcB titst: yonr traiie wa^ decrcMCV ^i^ 
tint mbie nmr ?iicnaee ; iM fntft CTj^ pw^j^ 

wm of ike fiireitr. L^re ti^ Mir<$ 1$. tfr«iC¥t4: 
the 0K and ^ms^ fjpirLk^ at^od M^d^iijuj^; icbc 
ihnngPiiTi. — m cw^ and iwcre a^ homp ^mtwu 
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LETTER XI t 

TO MR. C. 
Dear Friend^ 

I HAVE found in my mind softie degree of 

reluctance in writing to you, as many -who were 

formerly enemies, hare in thdr distresses, fled 

to me, and afterwards have been no small 

plagues and scourges, td me ; and I have been 

the more backward, on Account of the scuffle- 

about ^— atP. for my enemies are very glad 

to see me take notice of any, who have in anjr 

sense lain under any scandal ; nevertheless, if 
the work upon you bie of God, rwish.^nest-* 

ly to see you through, and out of iL . 

To set our secret sins in the light .of God's 

Gountenance, and quicken us. to feel the guilt 

of them, and the bondage and -wrath which 

the law reveals, and works in the convinced 

sinner, is God's work ; and all that come to 

Christ for pardon, peace, and rest, must be 

taught of God out of the law ; " Every one 

that hath heard, and learned of the Father, 

comes to Christ," and none else; hence the 

blessing, ^^ Blessed is the man whom thou 

chastenest, O Lord, and teachest him out of 
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thy law ; that thou mayest give him rest from 
the days of adversity, until the pit be digged 
for the wicked/' Psal. ^civ. 12, 13- You will 
never come out, tifh you are humbled to accept 
the punishment of your iniquity. 

When we are brought to believe it is for our 
good, aiid that In very! faithfulness God afflicts 
us ; to fear earnal ease : to fear being given 
up to <Mf own hearths lust ; tb fear our convic- 
tions should gooff, and not terminate in pardon, 
peace, ^e. and -when they appear to abate, and 
yet iio deliverance wtought out for us, We find 
a feeling after them, and a struggling to get 
urtder the load again ; to an hungry '^oul thilk 
taught,' €YttL these' 'bitter • things ai^e J sweet, 
when ' compared to' • - cartial -security. These 
things ^ttdnding <)Wr cdnvictions, will end iA 
45ubmissioii -to the will of God, and is rid • lest 
than acfeeptriig^the •ptrnisiimieliit of our iniquity. 
You wilt never hast^ <this Work, by any carnal 
means that you caii devise; to persevere i<i 
prayer, watdhii>g^^tlier-eunto, reading ' and me- 
ditating, waiting and quietly* hoping for the 
«alvdtion if the Lord, iS' what God requires of 
sensible ;si*ihefS>"Whoitt' he is teaching his way. 

' -' FdreweH. ■ ' • 

;; W.' HUNTINGTON, S. S. 
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LETTER V Xlii 
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I u;c|:|V£D ycfur epiftle,(.l^uti«n sorrjr you 
should giy^ ypufs^lf sajm^ch UouMgias I waiit 
for not^iifug j^ut ^f reng^lj, 4wl njQr^^iiace. W^ 
have op CQBjifliaafl .oyftrjtt^e^e gale^,; .this wittd 
fbloweth wbere ivU^^hita9^;we;£esl,^ poorer 
thereof, ,hutf oannot tell > wheoce .it jCfOtoeth lam* 
whither \t goc^th ; ^^Q )fi^:ey€|ry on^ that i$ bora 
«of the. Spirit Thi§ wii|(}{^lwA.T9:ii^l(>Wft at que 
^int; there ar^, hq mQtiQDs tow^4 Qod, no 
4esires after hicQ, thoughts, Qf hiin»^ love t ph]iu» 
per l^ogipg ^f^?r hiiDi .tm thi^ wind blowft 
4hem thitherward ; th^. jaqrth wMd aw^^ns the 
.ooiiscie|}ce» but it is th0 sou^' wii^d th^t makei 
the spices flow out, so fts for the beloved to 
^me iuto his garden^ 9wi eat his pleasant 
fruits, or tOibe entertained with the lively- ex- 
ercise of his own grace^ . t.. 

The preparation of vim\h heprt is ^ the Lprd; 
where he gives an intfeose.desireiy he promises 
they that wait for him shall have the desire of 
their heart ; if be creates an appetite, he will 
fill the hungry with good things. If he wounda 
a sinner he promises to heal him ; if he bring^s 
him low, he will lift him upi if he labours and 
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is heavy laden, he promises that he shall find 
rest for his soul ; and I know that he is a faith- 
ful, promise^keeping, and promise-fulfilling 
God, whose counsel shall stand fast, and whose 
pleasure shall be done. Patiently wait and 
quietly hope, for God declares, they shall not 

fol8 i^slwi^ed^tb**' wait for him. 

iie w&ll'liFe.long say to the prisoner, Go forth 
in^to t^e.g^o^ious liberty x)f the children of God; 
^x\4x9rS'^€m that siit in. dsjrknesa. Shew your-* 
wjyi^^^ ^^^Wtli^y 9^(^]no longer hid, either 
frflm f;hf^'^iphuiapb pf GjOd, or from the world ; 
Jh(»n;ljejthafc6tam^ere^ sh^l speak plainly, and 
^a^,, .*' ]\Iy fa.thef^, my Qod^ and f he rock of my 
6alva)^,Q9," Psalf . J,x.xf ix.., ^6 j .without the mis- 
giyi^^ checks of a purblind conscieipce, or the 
^afiivg contradict JQns.ofa^ Recusing d[^vili which 
t5>getlif?f.^^ith un^e)ief ^nd.5er,vije|feiaf;,; are the 
QWf^n Qf%h|s.3taTpn?^fing,. apd oJf ^ bji? ifaltering 
in ;b^ speepb. Ex^u^. hsie^^ jas,i ,'an^; a. man in 
awp^l^i of, bi|8kiesi;|, j^p4,t^ndej;,my. kipd love 
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LETTER XIV. 

r • ■ • 

TO MR. D, • 

My Dearly Beloved Brother in' the Lord Jesot, Grac^ and 
peace ybt^isiaLtiplied to tiiee; tharouji^.oar only. 



' Mt faith for thee, and my hope of &^ 
Lord's apj)earing for thefe, was much efacour- 
aged by some few hints which dropped from 
you yesterday. Heretofore I have sailed against 
wind and tide, nevertheless I could not give it 
quite up, but was often led out with renewed 
fervour and earnestness. Finding you contihu- 
ally to get worse ^nd* Mrorse, and always in- 
forming me that no Tiope appeared, tried me 
sorely ; biit' the constancy of your' coming to 
my mind in prayer, and the energy God ofteil 
^ave me in the work, strengthened my faith 
as much as 'you staggered it: "If we be|Uevc 
not, yet he abideth faithful; he cannot deny 
himself," 2 Tim. ii- .13; and is there any thing 
too hard for the Lord? 

Yesterday after I left you I shut myself up 
to search the scriptures, and to wait upon the 
Lord for a message, and in reading the prophet 
Isaiah, I found I had by no means exceeded 
the command and authority given to a sfervant 
in the gospel, for I found much more cncou- 
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and a positive order written by the 
prophet, to go further than I hav.e.^one with 
you; therefore take encpuragc^ment^^and J^opf 
tp the end : " The ki^je^don^ ot' heaven suflfereth 
violence, and the violent take it by force;'* 
satan. would not lay 60 much about. hitri. if thi 
Holy Spirit did not ^molest him. Cpd:,wil 
avenge his own elect,, whp in soul | cry day an(^ 
night unto him, 

«... ,'i . y 

Sure I am thq^ thou wilt acknowledge me 
to the end|. as you have already acknowledged 
me in j)aVt. And you well know^ that I have 
always insisted upon it, that all must experi-* 
ence the furnace of affliction; that the fire shall 
try every man's work of what sort it is ; and 
that this day of triaL shall declare it, and you 
can now set to your seal that ,this is true ; and 
thus you acknowledge me in part, and when 
Christ shines upon your soul; you will acknow* 
ledge me to the enid. I am fully persuaded 
that God IS purging, you, " Eroin all your fil- 
thiness and from all your idola wiU I cleanse 
you;" and then anew heart and anew Spirit 
is to be given^ that wc may load! tviirselves ui 
our own sight for Our ikiiicpitty* / i : ; . 

Taking away our filthy garnienta,: puling us 
from the spirit of this^ world, and bi>wi]ig otir 
stubborn and rebellious wills to gospel stibmls- 
sion, is the hardest woric ; it isr.but ibr thesufi 

• . * . f . , 
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xk righteousniisii to ame and sfainCi tud a!! dii 
i^t is done ; light and heat, righteousness and 
iiealing« or in other words understanding and 
love, par4on and justification/ all attend tl&6 
li^^ of th^ Lord*s cotintenance at once. My 
)^r ^t^\ Brot)i0r; Farewell, lay passive, submit 
to his wiily apd humble thyself under his hand, 
aiid he will exdt thee in due time, so I 
concede, 

four's imbs^ afFectionately in Clirist Jesus^ 
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TO THIS SiAMB. 

- i To 6h« of '^tlie ancient . line in lineal dei- 
Ic/iBt^ of the: bov^nant .ti«e in genealog]^ to 
%hom^ theiholydomiiiaR^ipei^t c^me line upon 
'line, and precept 'upon precept, Une upcm fine, 
lier^a litlde: atnd tbeni a little for the believe^, 
4hat libe selfmghtepus night ga and fall back- 
ward ; in whose • be^f judgment was. laid to 
Ih^: linWI^Ad 'Jvighjbj?ousnes& to the plummeta 
'ithat the hail might sweep away th^ lefugea of 
lies, ! and ohat ZioiTs Ibimdatioas migkt i^ipear 
^plain, aiid • h^r^ r^ugfe: he brou^ to light; 
which line in the apostolic commission i« 
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s. 



St. 

sttetdsedtMitto reads «vcQi to us, jq preadiiiig. 
the gospel of Christ. > Cail it the scarlet. line tefe 
down from the windows jof Ikeavenly light, to 
convey us safe onmt the wail that is. daubed 
with untempered ftiof tar^ : that #e may escaped 
the city devoted ttof' ruin,, and dmbrace thajb 
which has salvatiosi; for walls and bulwarks^ 
Ob I blessed foundation^ which bore up undetf 
(lur werght^ and bore airay both the sting; a£ 
death and sentence of death, aa a tried atone; 
and having endured the worst, netw delights m 
the hest part of the work, and to all real advenn 
tamis appears a ; sore^ fG»indation> that sinks 
not undiertbe weight, nor deceives, nor disap 
points thdse^ vrho drdp with all thetar burtbeiia 
^ his feet, and trust im his feitiifalness and 
truth, and in his finished work. I wish yois 
both a happy cfarktmasi,. and that your holidays^ 
may be dajrs of the .Sou: of man, visiting days[ 
good da^ys, days of espousal, days of salvation^ 
and days of the gladness of his heart i attended 
,)vith the voice of joy, and the voice of g1ad*# 
»sss, thft Voice of tfac bridegroom, and the 
Toice of the bride, the voice of praise, and the 
voice of thanksgiving: ** Praise- the Lord fof 
he is good, fior his nicrcy enduceth for ev«uT 
O that Ve had a liidembre of him^- arid df his 
presenoe^ but how short are his visits ;: fc way^* 
taring man he is. that turns aside and tarriel 
biitan^t, aibd v^hen lie goeS| seem»totak4 



all^ heart and all with biniy and leavei vis like 
silly doVes^ without d heiaj*t, without a' heart for 
iariy thing, unless for vanity. ' i r: 

' But shall he turn away and not return ? No,^ 
he will revive his workj "They shall' revive as 
the' com/-' But when? Why,' when unhelief, 
and slavish fear,^' and rebellion have almost 
barred him out foi* good and all, then be puts 
in* his hand by the hole of the door; " Open 
to me my sister my spouse.'* And when we 
are almost starving through fasting, the Son of 
man being taken from' us, and we left to fast 
in those days;: then he comes ; " Children have 
you any meat ?" for he will not suffer tthe souls 
ef the righteous to perish. > Again, when' the 
god of this world hath ialmost blinded our eyes, 
and we ha\fe lost all sight and sense 6f him, he 
^valks in theiilidstof the candlesticks: "The 
Jjord shall Irght my candle; the Lord shall cri- 
Irghten my darkness," Psal* xviii. 28 ; for he is 
and shall be our everlasting light, our God and 
our glory. 

But poor Zion must mourn for him, and be- 
wail the loss of him, though he loves her, has 
ehosen her, redeenied her, founded her, esta- 
blished her, and promised to make her his eter- 
nal ^welling and resting place. Yet he will 
go and come, to try love, provoke to jealousy, 
kindle desires^ and exdte tb watchfulness, and 
to make his absence terrible, that his presence 
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may be ibe mois ^'admirable, th«»!heari mbni 
tettdery'aAd the. fear jof offending him the: mord 
strong^ in u6. HQ'oftenvdandlesidneinpQn. the 
knee, that < the other may standi Jwpepingvlbei^ 
hind the wall; i and kisses anothdr ,that the 
fourth my be fainting in love-sicknbss^i to/make 
it more buspicipus i of a' > divided < hdapt^^ < ' You 
may see my. pen;<funsion likethe driving olT 
Jehu^ but I^ must pull. up aiid pull in, and leaye 
tile chariot paved .with' love to the manageinent 
of: hhn who, or ever \ve are awarq, nKakes the 
soul like the chariot :of i Arainadid* i ' 

' > Grace and peace be with thee, , 

• - • '" '■ ■; • ,' ' : .W: H. S|. s. 
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[ LETTER. XVI. 

' TO'tHE iAME. 



My D«ariy Sc^oved Brather in Christ Jesus^ gmce and peaca 
, :^ >j multiplied. 

I WAS not . tt little cwnfortcd to find, thfie in a 
riecoyermg state, and! ifc added to my gratitude 
to God to hear thatt youwas still Agatbering 
strength.' I do most earnestly hope, that the 
Xocd.will give you a little of the new .wipe qf 
the kingdom, and that for thy stomach^s sake, 
and thine often infiripitiesy particularly that of 



infidelity, rfw^I tbiiik if Xhomitt aaift j^haA 
been hothi alive together, tfasi.you iitmi14«)Mb^^ 
strengthened each othenlmndi to. that; degree^ 
that even putting the fiageod ifntoi the .prints of 
the nails, it wonld not hsive beto suffideM to 
removie the bar. r: . ' 

I hope to see this thy epilqisy eared ere lon^ 
I was very sorry that I happened to call just 
upon the return of thy flt^ fdr I think of all 
devils this must be that kind^ that gbetb not 
out but by prayer and fasting. Notbing^ sure 
can silence the lips of truth, or qmench the 
Spirit more tban a. ^ g^ns^ying devil. The 
Shunamite silenced £lisha with this influence, 
and the unbelieving lord in Samaria served him 
the same, but neither of them made thciprophet 
a liar; " If we^^believe' not he "abideth faithful^ 
he cannot deny himself/' 

I think ^hi& Bery trial vuliU' shirpen thy appe* 
tite, and I hope if it please, Goji to restore thee, 
that thou wilt find some sweet morsels at 
lion's entertainmeiits; . Msirty )i8oifa<i€is kre 
made to the hungry and thirsty, and to the poor 
%ni need^y^ and' faithM is he shit hMll' pro- 
mised; hut, '< He that bdieveth shatt fidt jnake 
baste;" God will be "waited on smd't^aited for, 
and they shall not be' ashamed that Wait fbt 
^im. ' My dear friend wants a Iktle more sub- 
mission: to- the wilt i^f^ 6<m1, to^ e«i>ai>lehim to 
kiss the rod, and to bmnble himself underthe 



^ teighty hand of God, that tie may »alt him lik 

t due time, which is what I believe he will do. 

Come, Thomas^ be of good cheer, there is^ 
I still hope in Israel, the^e is h^poimong God's 

I he^ of witne'sses, and there iV a Physician in 

Zion ; and sure Iiaim tliat.nWie ever died un- 
der his hands. None that ever sought under a 
tense of their sickn^ss^, ^ fkilfed ofk-i^mfii tffad tlis 
h, some eiicbilrageflient tdAmfsethsA feel- their 
lukAi aftdv ^^ fileised ib the ixaah' that bev^h 
iittf watchip^ daily at my gates^ w[a[itifig' Jtt thb 
posts: 0£ iriy doors. . For iiif^ljGray i fiddeth fam 
fiifdeth hfe,and shallbbtahi favnot of^he Lordi^ 
tndue tifhe, my! deaft brother, iwr^itt reap if 
we faidt txd ; ** HeUhai shall comrrwiUvcomp}? 
Ak t|» own s^ipoiifted time; bis reward i&:wft& 
him^ and his x9oik Before hlmj) ,Teiidei[ nij^ 
kind love and >retpeotai to Mrs;^ B. r£»r. II ksnddr 
that^e i^ in the fa!i*h<^ The Lacd.ftkssj kee|l^ 
<ndl deliver you^ is^ the earnest idtesire and 
grayer of, "-= * -i.'s- • .• - • Kjr.vr;^^ i-:'. i.'.-'o-i 

. Dually- belpred]^ ijli- J 
] ,i. .t\. . -tErierymtr'a,'?; in. i 

f * i M'-.i.J [i7/iiii[> ?• . .fit *!;; 

• I < ; ■ •■ ' ' } ^ 'I'l ■» • I ' / ■ ' 1 • ' ' r * '1 









f ■ K J • I • » 



/ 



' » .»/v ^ « 



f 






' M * 



'If • •>'-';:; ' ' 'vTOiTHli'SAMEi i.Ji.; 

^Jif^r HfoiH^t uii(n>ri* Jesuii cjimJi JA|r4.>; . ^ f t i > 

ii ^ fTisit eoifles-toinfarmiyottthat I am in daily; 
cftpiect^tioir of jvifuoieral^ iasd of a jubiliee. Thc^ 
da^ of ani dppreiitice's/appnenticeshipy i is^cal^ 
aiday forbiirykigifaisvir^e. .cl have/been aa apr 
^entice ifoUrtera yeacs^Mliba^X! served. for. a 
^fiCp^ysLttdSof^jE wife^Idbw^; kept.'.aheep>i'aii4 
i^9pousekl.' inanyi iot -fori.tmjnsclf; but for . my 
Ijdrd* : Lhave under him^ ffidi^ixiw sheep of 
hia pa&feufe, and ithrougboUt^ the whole; time 
irifaarelbeebfil servant of aerqfatttiti a serviaiit.to 
l|se lchHi)dl,!)aad a' 6ervfliiiit.ito.lthe; lendfars;.of 
faioney»;/'ibr te:>chei^t8e) manyi«ays>. " The lior^ 
rower is servant to the lender." ,. > r^ /• 

Under ^9 fdkeflhh^iye truly been a wild 
bull in,aiiet/;'ith6bsands of petitions, and mil- 
]ipm 0R UATs have not been sufficient to re- 
move it, only to make it sit more easy. I have 
at times drawn back in the yoke, and then 
pushed forward, started aside, and then kicked 
up, and after all have been obliged to drop 
down in the furrow, and longed for the moles 
country, where the servant is free fiom hia 
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tnaater. ;When the yoke is removed I will have 
a jubilee and a feast at my house, under which 
I conclude in love and affection, 

Your willing jservant in Christ Jesus, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER XVIIL 



TO MR. t. 

I WAS very sorry to hear of my poor 
friend's indisposition, dejection of spirit, and 
sore tetiiptations, but man is. born to trouble a9 
1^ sparks, fly upwards. However in .this my 
dear .£rteiid Js not alone, J. have had and still 
})ave my share of the. same bitter cup. The 
Saviour of mankind has bruised the serpent's 
head, and satan will never forget it, npr can he 
forgive it; end seeing poor sinners .flying for 
vefugeto.the Son of God, and by him to be 
broiij^ht to tbat glory from which he fell, makes 
him desperate at them. 

/.But Christ has led captivity captive, and 
holds all. the fallen angels in the chains of their 
own sin, bound over to the works of darkness, 
in feaffulr expectation of future punishment, and 
holds, them in, and bounds their rage by his 
awn almighty power. Therefore trust thou in 
the Son of God, who saves to the uttermost all 
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fhifSm t^ftt €d«ie to God thrott^h blnfr* and fati 
h^ ptdmi^ed to give us power td tf ead dpon 
serpents, and scorp^ions^ kwi ovet all Ite powef 
of l^b^ dntmy^ ind tothing shalll by an/ means 
htnt Uft. 

The Lord Jesus Christ was tempted in all 
points as we are^ that he might be a mercifu] 
and faithful high-priest, to succour them that 
are tempted. Sat2^n teixipted the Lord himself 
to turn stones ihtd brestd, ahd tc^ fall down aad 
worship him ; yea. he took the Saviour up, and 
etffUd hiiA tbrouigb the ait, and set hini on a 
' pimiaGkr of the leittple^ and temptJsS hkn id setfk 
m\it4^i by biddiifg bim thtom bintsfdf doim 
tftfat tbemc i htit thk second Adaitt foiled hnh, 
6eftme4 h^ d«rto designis^ ind de^troyod bis 
irorks } iOid bfa glotioas tictoria biamt our^ 
if we beii€td Sfid Utin in bimy ^ '' fie of good 
t^eet'/" d#y9 the Lord^ '' for I bave overcont 
t(te WOf Id :'' ttM we shall be mope iHkaa coti^ 
«tik«rbri^ thretigb him ; foV, '' Tbii » Ibe' vietorf 
tYAt oYtte^MiAi the worlds ete4 out Mth^^^ 
1 John, V. 4. ' 

I was* \n Yiop&i of seeing yoif befbw tbij( time, 
tcf bave s|l>^i^t a f«W week^ wiih tkj^ a» yorii 
totii4 be' weU 8p«lfedi at thi^ traie. I bavehewd 
Kfce wise of y oin* Oi»d^rs to* ■■ ■ ■ ■■ » , but if we 
put oAr tru^t iii the Lord, we bsrre no oall to 
fear what flesb a^d ]f>lood can (i& unto us^ fer^ 
^ The iiinh ii- ^e Lord'd, Md the fulnela therein 



€if :** and those wTio call their laitde hy their owA 
himts, are no mon. than stewards under the 
heir rf all things, and he will one day let them 
know it, when he brings them to books. And 
the instniment of this evil will only shorten his 
lifie by his duplicity, for deceitful men shall not 
lire out half their days. Tender my kind lov6 
to Betsy, and to little Ann. 1 add no mor^ 
but 'ray poor imperfect prayers, and subscribe 
myself, the willing and affectionate servant in 
Christy both of you and your's^ 

W. HUNTINGTON'. 



. • 
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TO THE SAME, 



t)earfy SeloVc* Priebd; ' 

1 HAVE beeri cottfihed evei^Since last Monl- 
tfay ! weefe, with a violent dC)ld and a fever, but 
blesised be the Lord God of Israel, I am much 
bet^, he brings down and he lifts up, ht 
wounds and hts hands make whole. What a 
present help^ how farthful to his word, how 
liteadfast, how near at hand to them that feel after 
hitn in times of trouble. My old master, the de- 
vil, hath lain h^rd at me, to inform me that afi 
these things are against me, but he never tells 
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jne that all things work together for good td 
j^hem that love God; no, the Lord says, satan 
|s not divided against himself^ if he was^ hour 
should his kingdom stand. 

How terrible is God to the enemies of hir 
people, how faithful to them that fear his 
name ; though he will try us, cross us, disap* 
point us^ visit our sins with a rod, and our iai- 
quities with scourges^ yet he will not suffer the 
children of men to do it, nor to pass unpunished 
if they attempt it ; no sayg God, I will undo all 
that afflict thee ; and, " He that toucheth you 
toucheth the apple of my eye^" Zech. ii. 8 ; for 
in all our afflictions he is afflicted, as Christ 
and his people are one spirit: How your health 
is at this time I know not, but this I know^ 
that there is balm in Gi^ad amd a physician 
there, who is both tender and skilful, and who 
never undertook a case thai; he did not cur^ 
and the more desperate the disease, the more 
glory redounded to the great undertaker. 

All that he requires in the patient is> fsuth tn 
his abilities, and love to him, and thankfulness 
for the cure when it is obtained ; and so he 
says, ^^ I will bring it health and cure, and I 
will cure them, and will reveal unto them the 
abundance of peace and truth. And it shall 
be to me a name of joy, a praise and hcmour 
before all the nations of the earth, which shall 
hear all the good that I do unto them/' jer. 
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^xxtii. 6^ 9* Being shut up I have Vept on 
Bcribbling for these five or six days tc^ether, 

* 

and so have sent my scraps all round the 
country, ' and among the rest I have been thus 
far plaguing you, which I hope you wiU 
excuse* 

From your virilling servant 

in Christ Jesus, 

WH- S. S^ 
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LEITER XX. 

TO THE SAME, 
Dear Friend) 

I LONG much to know how you are, and 
if there are any hopes of your recovery, or of 
your being ever able to come to Cricklewood 
again, if not should be glad of a line to inform 
me, as I much wish to see you, and if there is 
no probability of that, I would come down to 
see you. It has long been my prayer that the 
Xord M'^ould remember you in your low estate ; 
his mercies in Christ Jesus are exceeding great; 
he has given his dear Son for a covenant to the 
people ; and he is able to save to the uttermost^ 
all ihat come to God by him. 
The blood and righteousness of the Son of 



Gk>d, 18 the onlyh(if>e and refuge tliatGodhas 
before perishing sinners; and the dearRedeenter 
has given the kindest inTitalioas to those that 
hunger, to those that thirst, and tx> those that 
labour and are heavy laden ; and promises tfaett 
whosoever conaeth unto him, he will in no wise 
cast them out iHts errand iQto this world was 
to save sinners, and to seek the lost sheep that 
were gone astray ; and he declares, that there 
shall be joy in heaven over one sinner that 
repenteth, jnore than over ninety and nine just 
persons, who vainly imagine they need no re- 
pentance, Luke, XV. 7. Be so kind as to send 
a line, to inform me how you are, and you will 
much oblige, Dear friend, 

Your unworthy Servant, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER XXI. 

TO THE SAME. 

This comes with the Doctor's kind laiee 
to his old friend, wishing him graee, vFiercr, 
and peace, through our Lord and Saviour Jesua 
Christ " It is,** says Paul, a « faithful sayingi* 
and worthy of all aQceptatioQ) that Christ 
Jesus came into this world to save siottors,- of 
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mhm I Ml chief*'' Nor will tkeiSaviour hftvo 
IWjr Ihmg t0 do with the wi9e mA prutkut, ht 
neither hf^als thQ wbole> qor l^eds the full ; ht 
leaves the ninety and nino aclf^righteous m 
the wilderaass^ and gD«$ af^^r that which is 
lost, and which is gone astray, and ffjoices 
moje; over that sheep, . th^ over iiinety and 
nine, which in their vain jmagittationa went 
^ot ^tray ; yea, there is joy in the presence of 
ths angels of God^ orer one sinner that jcpcnU 
4|th» Surely thtM are good i(ews to sensible 
dinners tliat feel their nMd of a Saviour. > 
/ Clhuist crucified i^ our ^yrety who has dift. 
charged our debts, and bore our sins in his q wm 
body on (he tree ; lie waa nsade a curse for us, 
an^ 4}ed in ^ur room, the just for the unjust, 
that he might redeem us from the curse, and 
bring us to God ; and it is by the blood of his 
covenant that God sends the poor imprisoned 
debtors out of the pit, in which is no water. 
Christ's blood is^ PHI* cie^y^rig, his obedience is 
our righteousness,^ his sacrifice our peace, his 
appearance in heaven is for us ; to him we must 
fiy^ upoabiiB our f^n^ith and kopes must feed; 
he is the food of ^ur faith, the life of our souli, 
and will be our only emerlabiment for ever- 
iDore. .Nor are any ealled ta lim feast, to» th^s 
maririage supper of the Laiph, \fULt the poor, the 
halt^ the lamie^ the maimed, and the h^nd. 
Kay moffe, Qod s^iys, ^ In that day the great 



trumpet shall be blown, and they shall come 
that were ready to perish," Isaiah xxy& 13^; 
here is wine and milk, the water of life, and th)^ 
oil of joy, without money and without price. 
** Come unto me," says the Master of the fea&t, 
'Vail ye that labour and are heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest ; for my yoke is easy, and 
my burden is light" • 

Come my old companion in sin and misery, 
be of good cheer, arise, for Jesus callcfth such 
as you and me, ^d promises that whosoever 
Cometh he will in no wise cast out Flu-e^ 
wel, grace, mercy, and jaieace b^ with tlfeci 
so prays. 

Thine to serve in Christ Jesus, 

W. tt S. 9. 



LETTER XXII. 

TO THE SAME, 

I AM thankful to my dear friend for his 
goodness, but was sorry for the expence, 
know ng that old age and infirmities are ex* 
pensive times and things. But faith in Christ 
brings all things in, and surmounts all difficul- 
ties, removes mountains of sin, and * other ob- 
stacles ; it exalts the valley -of the shadow of 
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deaths it makes darkness lights crooked things 
straight, and rough places plain. It over- 
comes tlie world, the flesh, and the devil, and 
brings eternal life to souls .twice dead. 

Faith bakes bread, 1 Kings six. 6; it boils 
the great pot in famine, 2 Kings iv. 38; and 
pays debts, 2 Kings iv. 2, 3 : and secures na- 
tural, spiritual, and everlasting life, and makes 
the kingdom of heaven sure. It gives all the 
glory of our salvatipn to God, and brings in 
every bnanch of salvation to us. Many, maiiy 
ye^rs litiye I proved^ and experienced what I 
h§re write; and never was my most indulgent 
pi^rentsoikind and bountiful, as now in my old 
age, when many infirmities are pressing on me. 
His providence is wonderful, and he keeps my 
soul in full possession of all the truth, the ' 
mercy, and the grace, that he made known 
unto my distressed and miserable soul at first; 
nothing is taken from it, nor any thing human 
added to it, and God has done it that I might 
fear before him. 

I long imagined, feared, and dreaded, that 
the time would come when my gift would get 
sj^le^ ai)d a sameness would appear in my 
preaching, and the people would wither; that ' 
I should, get dry and barren, and the people 
wearied with the one tale so often told ; and 
this I knew had been the case with many, yea, 
with almost all that I have known who were 



the most popobr, notiad, and the most eininent. 
Bat I iKiw see the difference betw^een head 
ktiQwledge and heart-felt experience, between 
light in the head and life in the soul, between 
memory and unction, between empty words 
aiM th^ power of God^ and between speculative 
notions and a springing well. God still keeps 
my soul alive, nor does he suffer tiie flpck ta 
wither, die, or decrra«e; this, this, I think 
w;<mld be death to me, against this I labour 
with all my might, and attend very much to 
this ooe thing, and make use of every scripture 
thait I can fi^d against this, of having a name 
to live; and blessed be God, he turns not a 
deaf ^ar to my prayer. 

We have lo^t aeveral lately hy death, and 
not one but ejnjoyed a good hope. Trust in 
the Sob of God my dear friends, and let no* 
thing move you from this. I have for some 
ti^e ^ipfteod^d to collect a few first fruits, 
ea^tet-Qffecings,, tythes, &c. and come and pay 
my old friend a visit, if the roads by frost or 
drought;, become tolerable. Poor old James 
and Peg are worn quite ont^ and are coming 
hpfne to me, for nothing but death must part 
U9. God bless thee and thine. 

THE COALHEAVER. 
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LETTER XXm. 

TO THE SAME. 
idy Dearly Beloved Friend, 

I ^A8 very sorry to see ydu so low in spi- 
rits, Wheii God has n^ade such ample provisioa 
for every sort of sensible, self-lost, and perish* 
ing sinners, in his dear Son, whom he hath' 
anointed and appointed to seek and to save such 
as ?.re lost; and he is able and willing to save 
to the uttermost; all that come to God by him ^ 
and proTi»ises that they shall come to his aton- 
ing sacrifice, that were ready to perish ; and, 
*' He that cometh,^^ saitih the Lord, '' I will in 
no wise cast out/' ' 

Nor is the sufficiency of his sacrifice, and 
the fulness of his grace, the only ground of 
encouragement that God hai beeii pleased to 
set before sinners; biit every office of Christ 
proclaims the miserable cases 6f those whom he 
seeks and saves. Who want a mediator tor 
make up th^ breach, but those who feel that? 
their sins have separated between them and 
their God? Who want a surefy, but insolvent 
debtors? Who want a physician, but those? 
that are sick? And who want an advocate to 

£2 
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plead their cause, but those that are condemned 
and accused, by the law, conscience, andsatan? 
Nor are we without precedents, many singular 
monuments of fiuperabpunding mercy and grace 
are set before us, to encourage us to hope and 
trust in the Son of God. The mad Gadarene, 
Manasseh, Mary Magdalen, the thi^f on the 
cross.; and popr persecuting and murdering 
Saul declares that he was suffered to go on in 
ignorance arid in unbelief, that in him first, 
Jesus Christ might shew forth all long-suf- 
fering, for a pattern to others, who should 
afterwards believe on him to life everlast- 
ing- 

Nor arc temptations intended to deter us 
from looking to Christ for help ; nor is there 
any temptation • that befalls . the saints, but 
what is common to man, they are accomplish* 
cd more or less: in all the .brethren that are in 
the world. Christ himself was tempted in all 
points li^e wntc^ i^s,. he was tempted to throw 
himself down from tl^e pinnacle of the temple, 
and even to fall down and worship the devil; 
and. one temptation befel/him which no child 
of God, no sensib}? sinner^ was ever suffered 
to,, be teijipted with. Satan was permitted to 
take the Saviour up in the wilderness, and to 
farry him thrpugh the ^ir^ aujd to set him upon 
the pinnacle of the temple,., which is i&UQh .^ 
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povifer as satan iiever has been suffered to ex- 
ercise over no poor penitent sinner, that I 
have, ever read of. I hope my dear friend will 
take some encouragement from these things, 
and I shall attend them with n^y poor petitions. 
Kind love to Betsy. Ann is well. 

Ever ypur's to serve , 

w. as. S. 



LETTER, XXIV. - . - 

i 

r 

TO THE SAME. ' ^ 

My Dear Friend, ■.: ^ . 

I RECEIVED your kind fetter, and thank 
you for it. It gave me no small satisfaction to 
find that you keep such good hours, and are 
so free from company, and so much at home. 
But God is a God that will hear and answer 
prayer, if we call upon him in trouble; and 
he has appointed his dearly beloved Son to be 
the great physician, and the saving health of 
poor sensible sinners; who in saving, saves to the 
uttermost all that come to God tip rough him ; 
who turns the hearts of sinners from darkness- 
to light, and from the power of satan to God; 
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and who with poor lepers, idiots, and lunatics^ 
condescends to converse : hence he says, The 
lepers are cleansed, to the poor the gospel is 
preaclied, and devils are cast out ; the dead are 
raised up, the lame walk, the deaf hear, the 
blind see, and *' Blessed is he whosoever shall 
not be offended in me." My daily prayer for 
you my dear friend has been, that God would 
remember you, and that he would be pleased to 
deliver you from the sins that so easily beset 
you ; as God does not debar us from any of the 
necessary uses of the blessings of his provi- 
dence, so as we are but thankful to our God 
for them, he only prohibits the abuse of 
them . to bad purposes ; and I hope my gra- 
cious God will grant me my request in his 
own time* 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

V 

The Coalh^aver to his old Companion, lend«tfa g)-eetiiig, 

I RECEIVED your kiiid letter, ind was glad 
to find that you are in tolerable health, which 
is a great mercy to us old invalids, who In thfe 
. course of nature must expect many and often 
infirmities. These, all these are the fruits and 
effects of Adam's fall, at which time sin entered, 
and death by sin, and all the disorders and 
diseases which lead to death. This was the 
devil's work, and to destroy this work was the 
Son of God manifested in the flesh. He took 
our actual transgressions, and the old man also, 
even the whole body of sins upon Wmself; he 
bare them in his own body on the tree. When 
he rose from the dead he left them all behind 
him J at his entrance into heaven he blotted 
our transgressions out of the book of God's 
remembrance, as a cloud, and as a thick cloud 
our sins. He then proclaims in his gospel, that 
his blood shall cleanse them from all sin, that 
believe on his name ; and he promises that his 
righteousness shall be imputed to all that be- 
lieve in him, for their justification before God ; 
and this justifies them freely from all things. 
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Moreover, he promises to plant in our hearts, 
his fear, faith, hope, and love, and that these 
shall reign over all our indwelling sins, in spite 
of satan and all his auxiliaries ; and thlt at 
the day of judgment our vile bodies shall be 
changed, formed, and fashioned like unto the 
glorious body of Christ ; and then adieu satan, 
sin, and death, for evermore. These are the 
best tidings that ever can^e fi;om heaven, the 
best tidings that ever were published on earth, 
and the choicest melody that ever charmed 
the ears of a sinner, or that ever reached the 
soul of a saint. This is Christ, our just God, 
and compleat, and all-sufficiept Saviour, who 
saves from first to last, from sin, death, devil, 
hell, and the grave, and that with an everlast- 
ing salvation. God bless thee, and thy two 
housekeepers, amen, and amen, says 

Your old friend and companion, 

W. H. S. S, 
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LETTER XXVL 

TO MISS B. 
Dear Mary, 

Mt soul has sorely longed to hear how 
^oor father and mother do, and yesterday was 
a whole day of prayer for them, and God 
granted me my request, for last night Mr B. 
brought me a letter from Betsy, which was a 
fnll answer to my cry. I had bej?ged of God 
to send me good tidings, and when I opened 
the letter, and found your father better, and 
with your mother at W. my soul melted ; and 
such godly sorrow mingled with gratitude 
sprung up, as will serve for many thank-offer- 
ings* Oh ! what a God have we got ; and 
what is too hard for God, or too hard for them 
that believe? ** Bless the Lord, O my soul, 
and forget not all his benefits." I have wrote 
E. a letter upon the benefits of a throne of 
grace, which she will shew you when you 
meet. 

And now my dear Mary, let me counsel 
thee ; thou art but young in God^s ways, and 
hast not walked far in his paths, and 1 have 
some room to suspect that before I came to B. 
matters were very dead and flat with thee ; 
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and I am afraid that reading^, meditating, pray- 
ing, and watching was ahiiost given up, and 
these are almost all the means that thou hast. 
There is nothing given or promised in God's 
covenant, but must be fetched in by prayer ; 
for all these things I will be enquired of, that 
I may do them for them. How does our Lord 
enforce diligence upon young beginners, tell- 
ing us iiow the elect cry day and night, and 
sets forth their importunity by the poor widow 
.with the unjust judge; the man begging loaves 
of btead at midnight; and tells the young 
setter-out to strive to enter the strait gate; 
and that the kingdom sufTereth violence, and 
the violent take it by force. 

When God has discovered our state to us, 
shewed us the wrath that we are under, has 
supported us under it, pointed us to Christ, 
and given us some beginnings of hope and 
expectation ; and after all this discriminating 
favour we get cold, backward, dead, careless, 
negligent, ungrateful, and unthankful, the 
Spirit is grieved, and will withhold his assist- 
ance ; and God will resent such carriage, and 
make us know it too, either by leaving us in 
bonds, and our life in doubt, our state in sus-- 
peiise, or letting us feel the truth of his word ; 
^' The backslider in heart shall be filled with 
his own ways ;'' or else he will bring some 
heavy calamity on us. 
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E. gives me a sweet and simple account of 
her importunity in prayer, and qf her fre- 
quency at it, of her access and nearness to 
God, of her liberty in her approaches, of her 
watchfulness therein, and her confidence there- 
at; and really she begins to be very prevalent 
indeed at it; and without this, my dear girl, 
you must go back. 

. Do send me a line how you go on ; if you 
gained any thing by the last visit I have 
determined by myself, if God permit, that I 
will spend one week with you at Christmas, 
and preach on Christmas day. My love to all 
friends. 

Ever your's in Christ Jesus, 

w. a s. s. 



LETTER XXVIL 

TO MR. W. B. 

Dearly beloved Brother in the Lord Jesus, 

Being at this time laid by the heels, with 
both feet in the stocks, I am inclined to pay 
thee a visit by a paper kite, which is much 
better than going to B. in an air balloon. I 
have had many liard struggles this long winter, 
iu reaching the end of February lane, and do 
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expect more before I gain the summit of May 
hill. Colds and heats are fatal to old cam- 
paigners; but he that puts his hand to the 
plough and looks back, is not fit for the king- 
dom of God. 

Ploughing up the fallow ground of the heart, 
discovering the bad soil, and stirring the roots 
of the thorns in order to get a good season, 
some crumb, or deepness of earth for the good 
seed of the kingdom to root in, is the most 
difficult work in the Lord's husbandry. A 
good soil it must have, and it is the quicken- 
ing Spirit of God that makes it good. Deep- 
ness of earth is needful, and a broken heart is 
the best crumb ; for a heart smitten, wounded, 
and grieved, will receive a word of counsel or 
comfort in the love of it, and that love is the 
root which abides ; nothing is. wanted then 
but moisture, refreshing dews, and showers, 
from the Lord's presence, to revive the work, 
and to keep the hopeful crop moving, until 
such times as righteousness, peace, joy, praise, 
thanksgiving, love to God and his saints, 
spring up ; and where these are, such are nei- 
ther barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of 
God our Saviour. 

I long to see you, that we may compare 
notes ; invalids can feel for each other, and I 
have no companion in your quarter like-minded 
with you, who can naturally care for my weak 
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state, aAd who is willing to \^alk :my pace, 
being utterly unable to run away from uie if - 
you woukl. . And blessed be God we can wiilk 
toirether in a better sense; we have both been 
taken from the broad way ; we have been sum-. 
moned to Mount Sinai, and have been proved 
to be fellow-sinners, and fellow-criminals, and 
have been shut up in unbelief, in: hardness of 
heart, under sin, and; in le2ral bondage; and 
here we have been fellow-prisoners, as well as 
fellow-villains. We. have been severely and 
justly punished for our wickedness, and this, 
has made us fellow-sufferers; we have been 
pardoned by the clemency of our sovereign, 
and this has made us fellow-heirs.of- the bene* 
lit. We have been blessed with a sense of 
divine love, which has cast out all. fear and 
tmment, and thus we are fellow-citizens. We ' 
have now and then endeavoured to prop one 
another up, when neither of us could stand 
alone, and in this sense we are fellow-helpers ; 
and we have oft been laid by the! heels, and 
yoked with legal bondage, for our. pride and 
base ingratitude, and thus w'e are true yoke*' 
fellows. We have at times been stubborn, 
perverse, rebelliouSi and inflexible, and have 
taken a base part with the devil and unbelief; 
and in this sense we have had fellowship with 
the i^nfruitful works of darkness. We have 
often been unmindful of the rock of our 
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streDgth^ and have ligHtly esteemed' the G(^ 
of our salvation, when we knew that hig grace 
had been abuiuiant upon us, and tlius we have 
been fellow-rebels, and fellow-raseals : and if 
we cannot walk together, who can? 

I want all the wheat out of the old barn 
before the raonth of May, for I long to fill it 
with wheat again ; Christ and his people are 
so called, and I long to be there at that time ; 
and in this sense we are fellow-hoarders, and 
fellow-misers. In the month of May I hope 
to visit the. old cathedral, for I long thi^ next 
summer, if God permit, to give you a second 
benefit, that is, to be with you both at seed- 
time and at harvest, as perhaps it may be the 
last summer that I may ever be permitted to 
see you iri the plains of Moab; for on the 
other side Jordan, revolutions, vicissitudes, and 
changes are no more, it is all eternal spring. 
' And now my dear companion in travail, my 
itamesake, my very image and likeness, both 
in villany, in misery, and in divine mercy, do 
let me see thy face shortly in town ; do pay 
me one visit as soon as the rains are over and 
gone, and the winter is past, and when the 
time of the singing of birds is come, and the 
voice of the turtle is heard in our land. It is 
in vain for you to tell one that your eyes are 
bad, and that you cannot come, for you never 
could see very far off; nor is it of any avail 
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to send me word that you are weak, halt, or 
lame, for I never wish any soul to visit roe 
but the poor, the halt, the lame, tlie maimed, 
and the blind; and therefore my dear William, 
do pay Parson Sack one visit, as soon as the 
present momentary business is marshalled out, 
and the plan laid for the young stripling to 
execute. You know not how much I build 
upon th« month of May ; but, alas ! my pur- 
poses are often broken off. I decree a thing, 
biit it standi^ not ; the purposes of my heart 
are oft disappointed, aiid all my pleasing coun*' 
sels marred ; " When I would do good evil is 
present with mej" and when 1 intend to go 
hither , and thither^ Satan, hinders) Imc. Tender 
my kind love to poor Dame, to Mary, to Betj^y, 
and to Mr. John ; and do send me a line, if 
you think a Coalheaver is worth it, if not 
forbear. 

Ever your's in the best of bonds, and in 
the eternal love of God, 

W. H. S. S, 
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LETTER XXVIII. 

TO THE SAME. 
Dear Friend, 

I HAVEl got seven friends with ttic, young 
and old, from ■ , three of whom ar© 

seeking him of whom Moses and the prophets- 
did write, and I hope they will not rest till 
they find him ; for what is all this world, when 
compared to the joys that attend a good hope? 
All that is in us, and all that is in this world, 
are enemies to the new ma^ of grace, and 
snares to the souls that Clirist hath redeemed ; 
but God hath set an hedge about us, he hath 
blessed and none can curse. Besides, God 
hath planted his fear in our hearts, that wc 
should not finally depart from him ; and has 
influenced and authorised conscience to watch 
over us with a very watchful eye, and to sound 
an alarm, and beat to arms if any inroads are 
made into the Lord's premises; and besides 
these, the light of the Lord's countenance, and 
the witness and comforts of his Spirit are with- 
drawn or enjoyed, as we cleave close to him, 
or slide from him. 

Unworthy are we of such peculiar favours, 
when so many thousands of millions are passed 



6^rer, and left to confide in theif own wisdopii 
and to trust in themselves that they are righ- 
teous, when they never could stand on^e d^y 
acquitted or justified at the bar of their owa 
conscience. But Ood says^ they think that be 
1$ just such an one as tliemselves ; but I will 
reprove them, and set their sins in order hefotif 
them, Ps. 1. 2 1 ; and this will stop every 
mouth, and exclude all boasting. FarcMndll: 
the paper i& bad, and the ink runs, so thai I 
caniiiot get on, but this I miast say^ 

I am your's in undisseml^d love, 

W- H. S- S. 
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LETTER XXIX; 

TO TH|E SAME. 

Dearly Beloted tn the Lord God,, and tmt yokc-fellow ift' 
Ae professioo of faith. 

I WAS sorry to hear by Mary that you 
were so indisposed, and so ill in health ; but 
this is a comfort to my soul, that thy aiqlbiess 
is not unto death, but for the glonjr of God, 
and must terminate in God's glory, whether 
by life or by death, for grace ixuist and shall' 
reign through righteousness unto eternal litt^ 
through Jesus Clirist 



Every grace of God, and every influence aikt 
operation of grace, hath life in it. The first 
appearance of it is, " For his great tove where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead iu 
sins, hath quickened us together with Christ : 
by grace ye are saved," Eph. ii. 4, 5 ; here 
grace quickens us, and gives us life. The first 
actings of faith and love are attended with the 
^me ; ^' His grace was exceeding abundant 
uponxne,'' says Paul, "with faith and love 
which is in Christ Jesus," 1 Tim. i. 14. Par- 
don also is the forgiveness of sins, according 
to the riches of his grace. Justification too ; 
•* Being justified freely by his grace, through 
the redemption that is in Christ Jesus," Rom. 
iii. 24 1 and this is the crowning grace; 
** Whom he justified, them he also glorified." 

Cheer up, my dearly beloved companion, his 
grace shall be sufficient for us, for he has 
formed us for himself, that we should be to 
tjie praise and glory of his grace, having made 
us accepted in his beloved Son, in whom all 
fulness of grace dwells, and that for our use^ 
that ve might receive from his fulness grace 
to help us in every time of need. Faith is the 
first working grace implanted in the soul, and 
through . a cloud of transgressions and a crowd 
of enemies does this grace work, till it fixes 
apd centers in the Son of God ; this is working 



put our salvation, and by the power of faith 
does God work in us both to will and to do ; 
that is, both to choo^^e the object, and then to 
believe in the object chosen. 

It is the exercise of faith in Christ that gives 
us an experience of the power of Christ's dying 
love, and of the atonement he has made for 
us ; and out of this experience of divine power 
in which faith stands, springs hope, called a 
good hope through grace*, and this hope re* 
spects things future, things good, things pro- 
mised, things out of sight, and things much 
wanted; which are, future grace to ^elp.m 
time of need by the way, and endless glory at 
the end of our race* 

An experience of the good work beguin 
worketh hope, and that good work finished 
and completed in glory is, t^e, e^d of hope, 
which terminates in full possession ; " We re- 
joice in hope of the glory of God ;" but when 
glory is displayed, there can be no more work 
or room for hope and expectation. Diligence 
greatly encourages hope, and continual evi- 
dences of God's goodness and delivering menjy 
makes us abound in hope^ which is an anchor 
of the soul; and though under, sore temptations 
the vessel of mercy may sink, labour, and be 
tossed to and fro, yet hope will fetch her up 
again to her own moorings; for that man i^ 

Fa 
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^tetnally Messed, tlia-t thtough a metHator set* 
his hoj^e in Obd. Love to a}l, 

Trom yoar affectiotxate Ifrittid 
and servant, 

;c w. h: &s. 
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LETTER XXX. 



. : ^ TO MR. B, 

^ ItfEticir and peace be with thee, through our 
XoM J^sus Chmt. Beloved, think it not strange 
•Cofrcerhmg the perpetual changes that so often 
pass over the souls of young believers. Too 
much mAilgciicc they cannot bear, no* will 
'^od stiflPer Ills tJivRie favours to be rated at too 
low a ptiie ; out fVequent want of Aem raises 
their inestitnible valtre, attd tea.ches us to ob- 
Sferve t^hem, to* ittdiilge thetn, to pri^e them 
h?^. tb ^hdeavotot to hold them fast. If we 
$iiflteir Wo IxifeStes in our comforts, \yt should 
•vit^f thbti'as cottnnoft ttiings, and in time lose 
'the kettiefe t)f/o\ir appetites for thetn. Fasting 
provbkes tlie "appetite, and seeing others fed 
a^avate^ ?t, "aii^ when it Comes ^t taste is 
th^iswefeteifrThe Son of man shall be tak^n 
frbfll thetrii atfd Uieil ^all they fest in those 
days. ^^ feiit cafi tfie children of the bride- 
chamber fast, white the bridegroom is with 
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youiS^Qe wha^t t^itcU £p«^ '^d fa^t i*i. ftwiely hiSj 

Thw> do€$ the i X*^m|l> ia. tJx? .fnUtf of thft 
^roite fepid th^$ft« l)y leading , t%nfi tp, fp«o- 
taJM ojf Jivjing wat^rs^ ^vlH^h isr t^^ tjb.« Fathey^j^ 
lore, atd to bis owiji fiAliVf |^ %fhiiBi,^iR(e, e^tqi; 
into the joy of the Lord, or find a<;c£|^ ^to t^Q 
Father ]f^ the ftii^ 9S h\wi " I am the door;" 
no Qiaii cqsnet^ to the Father hut by me, "I am 
the door ; by me if any man enter in, he shall 
be saved, and shall go in and out, and find pas- 
ture," John X. 9, ThTs going in and out, respects 
our sensible enjoyments, and our communion 
and fellowship witla tfee L^jkI; • Going out 
gives us an appatiliej^ ;.g^iA^ in a feast; the 
former purges the branch, the latter makes it 
fhiitfid,' w»A wbeii there is an end to these 
tisiiigs, tlmre .IS an esHl ito) a^l gi9¥rl^. (Q^all 
humitity, })iQ^ng^ bnd ha»qv«(tfi]^( iFor M ip 
fay these thdfi;gs noea Hryiel apd.jtAr^li fifofM 
thraga ifithe bfe ofi wrr $pt«1;^i iS^^ j||iI}l&«sf^!djM 
Lord to revive iis atnd. cansf ui 10 jiiii^^ J#a^ 
xxxviii. 16 ; and sAreiy nothing j^ Ksivot^ ^ 
he dresfded aa td fae;it; ea^iili Zif>d.>Kj ) : 

Emptying £rom> vessfA It? ivetsefc iwiefift m 
firam [wtitlifig oq .tib^e Je'ed; itibe. 910119 iKe vm 
Uriedy the iiioto n^e iki>e gtte^io^jL G^^kb)<.iVWr 
Aent JbQstp ih time^/of trei^hle. Bif^ cA^ametif 
of Christ! m m^xfrnxm tyf, tiie aAH^IiPWii. »^i» 
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cases, capacities, or wanta of his people; a 
help, a physician, an advocate, a mediator, and 
intercessor; the \veak want help, the sick the 
doctor, the condemned and guilty want an 
advocate, the rebel wants a mediator, and the 
transgressor wants an intercessor ; in all these 
things does the Lord appear, and discover him- 
self to men. 

Yours affectionately, 

W. H. S. S. 
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, . 7 . ' IjJErTTER XXXL 

> 

'- •' TO MISSE. B. 

vl • '. .11 'i . » • . 

i I o ; ; . . Cabin, Sunday Moroing* 

' '^SdM£tiM£ ago I acquainted my sister in the 
Lord, of n^y joumies, and of the time of my 
fntefid^d return, which I accomplished accord* 
{ngly, and blessed, for ever blessed be my God, 
my suc'cesis has 'been great. I preached thir<- 
teen times in nine days, Saturday night was 
not excepted;- since which time, my cruse 
being much exhausted, the oil and unction dis- 
"persed, the savour of a Saviour's name made 
THaniffest to others, I returned like Samsoa 
'shorn of his strength, and remained' dead, dry, 
banreni empty, cold, indiiFercitt, and reluctant 
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to all thut is good; To prayer averse, to every 
religious ^ exercise dead, and for every thing 
ungra;tefal ;, and so I remained for two or three 
days. I ' 

But since, I have been a lijttlq moved ia 
prayer, being spurred up by a legion of evili 
within, and the assault of the king, of evils 
without, and between these two 1 am often in 
a great s^trait. Not one single fruit to God's 
honour, from all, and for all the displays of hi^ 
matchless grace, but by virtue of. union with 
the living vine. Nor can this union be sup- 
ported and kept up, but by a continual pruning 
and purging the branch. Every divine influ- 
ence, operation, sensation, affection, motion, 
that has either life, light, or love in it, come$ 
by the Spirit from a dear Redeemer's fulness^ 
who is both the life-giving root, and the oper- 
ating agent, both of the saints, and of all grac^ 
in the saints. 

Hence under every sensible separation; or 
distance^ or departure^ or spiritual desertion, 
deadness in the branch immediately follows, 
and to the observant soul, all life, yea joy and 
and all, seem to wither. . Christ is our life, and 
our life is hid with Christ in God ; in him w^ 
have righteousness and strength, . and every 
time these are put forth in us, as they^rc whe^ 
we are indulged with nearness ^nd ;access to 
him, how sensibly are- they felt, apd wha^ forr 



titude* do th*y afford; but h6vr itmctive thd 
instrument, how motionless the machine, when 
once divine energy ceases its operation : "With* 
out me ye can do nothing j" nothing but evil, 
that bein^ in the power of our hand, and al» 
tIrayS present with us even in our best fratnes, 
^nd iu our most lively exercises, whether per# 
teived 6t not. 

The wretched materials brought in by th* 
fuins of the fall, do so clog and encUftibef the 
lively stone, that if the building of mercy is 
going on and gding up, it i^ only discerned by 
Ihe motiotis of fkith, love, dnd light, ♦* Tho 
Strength of the bearers of burthens is decayed, 
and there is much rubbish, so that i^e are not 
4ble to build the wall,'* N'Shem. iv. 10. And it 
the furnace consume this dross, ^nd if th6 
good Spirit remove this rubbish, every time 
the devil, that foul spirit, is permitted to re* 
turn, he raises up and revives all the heaps 
igarn ; and in this business he raises such a 
dust and confusion as blinds the eye^, atid leads 
Us to conclude, that Zion ^nd her walls never 
tan be built, much less established. Two of 
three huve lately left us and the stage of time, 
aWfl bore their testimony to the last, of the 
svifRciency of divine grace, and of the faithful 
ness of G6d to his covenant, and to the cov6- 
hint h6ad, and to the heirs of promise in him. 
Kind love to Mary, and accept the same. 

THE DOCTOR. 



m 



t « 



LETTER XXXII. 

TO tHlE SAME, 



I thAnk my kind friend for her two 
scraps respecting her father's illnes» and am 
glad to find that the Almighty affords him the 
comforts of hope, in his weak and debilitated 
state of body. He has promised to strengthen 
us upoi;i the bed of languishing, and to make all 
our bed in our sickness. I have been seized 
with a violent cough and cold, and last Tuesr 
day evening with much difficulty got through 
the work at Monk well Street . I went .home 
and contmued very low and poorly all the 
week, and on Sunday was so hoarse that I 
could not be heard. Had I not been in this 
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poor frail state, I should have ventured to B. 
but ther^ is another country besides this, where 
if the heart and affections are admitted while 
in this life, thither will the soul be admitted 
when this life is ended, for where the heart is, 
there is your treasure. 

Now as the heart of all men is out of men's 
power to manage, and all our attempts in 
drawing nigh to God iu a state of nature, are 
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without the heart ; this people draw near me 
with their mouth, while their hearts are far 
from me, Isaiah xxix. IS. God must work in it^ 
and take possession of it, before it can be ad- 
mitted into, his presence and love; but he 
looks to them that tremble at his word, and 
dwells with the broken and contrite hearts. 
Now God is the portion of the soul, and God's 
children are his inheritance, so that when 
God takes possession of the contrite, he takes 
possession ' bf his own inheritance ; . and we on 
the other hand possess^ the portion of our souls, 
for where the heart ia there is the treasure. 
^* My son, give me thy heart,** says the Fa- 
ther of all mercies ; and when we ate sick of 
labouring and toiling to mend it, and after all 
it gets worse, then we sink, and heart fails, and 
give up all for loss— then he appears. When 
heart and flesh both fail, God is the strength of 
our heart, and mind what follows, our portion 
for ever. Psalm Ixxiii. 26. Adieu. 

Your wUling servant in the best bonds. 

W. H. S. S. 
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Better xxxiii. 

TO THE SAME. 

I RECEIVED my dear friend's epistle. Afer 
dictions are dealt out by weight and measure, 
and W6 shall have no more than what is ap- 
pointed us ; no afflictions, no consolations ; as 
the one abounds, so does the other. The fur* 
nace, my dear friend, will discover what other- 
wise would be hid, and the balm will go in its 
application as deep as the discovered wounds ; 
and it is this that makes clear work at bottom, 
and straight paths for the fe^t, so that nothing 
lame may be turned out of the way but healed, 
Besidef^, our misery is God's opportunity ; in 
these times he is a present help, and you will 
see it, and own, it has been good for you. 
You know not what strength, fortitude, and 
support, will be put forth in your weakness ; I 
have found it so, and so will you. 

You both share daily in my poor prayers, and 
will at any time and at all times be welcome to 
me. Pray on, prayer will prevail, and be 
thankful for every lift up, for every indulgence^ 
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for every sensible support, encouraging word, 
or chearing ray ; " For this is the will of God 
concerning you.** And I know that these 
things will work for both your good ; we are 
chosen in the farnace; there God promises to 
own and acknowledge us for his ; and there 
we are to be emboldened to claim him for 
for our's in covenant love for evermore. Come 
up whenever you please. The Id)rd of all 
lords be with thee, 90 prays. 

Ever thine, 

W. H. S. S. 
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I^TTER XXXIV, 

TO THE SAME. 

• « 

Dear Trien^i, 

I sLAViB boeai a prisoner fpr a w^ok fort* 
night, inA no wiOttder after 30 Bymy Q99ipuffos^ 
the bellows by much Upwing get w€^ Jerem. 
vi. 99* But there most cet tainly i^ three fioon 
about the Doctor, livisg together, bvt never in 
harmooy, never in concord. The ovitward man 
deoays, not the old mw, saitM will never suffer 
that to dec^ ; but the outward maui, the body, 
floes get fei^Ue ; but stiU the inwajrd man if 
alive, and this I firmly believe* 
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I have been writing, find hav« fittished it, St 
work long on my mind, and I have thought 
that my hoarseness was permitted to come on 
me, that I might peiform this work before 1 go 
hence. The subject that I have beea writing 
upon is, the rise and prc^ess of divine life in 
the soul ; and I have finished it, and laboured 
hard at it, and it is gone to the printers. This 
principle is more than a thousand worlds, and 
will be attended with longing, craving, de- 
siring, hungering, and thirsting till the hea- 
venly inheritance be obtained; then, " The 
Lamb in the midst of the throne, shall feed 
them, and lead them to living fountains of 
waters; and Gi^ shall wipe away all tears 
from their eyes. Then they shall hunger no 
hiore, neither thirst any more, neither shall the 
sun" of persecution " li^t on them, nor any 
beat," Aev. vii. l6. 17; from a broken law> 
<Mr from siattn's darts. 

I much di'ead this long cold winter, the 
WKirat of which is befbi^ me; and short breath, 
aad London fogs ; bad itnigs, and frosty air ; 
mnch speaking, and am increase of wea'kness, 
at tit!nes dkcour^ge me : but a good hope 
through ^race countesacte, ftud counterbalauces 
all thcsfc, and tiothing else can. I was over- 
joyed at Waring my poor companion is better, 
however, i muchtioubt if ever we n>eet, or see 
eafeh other again in, the flesh, though i have no 
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doubt of a meeting in the better country^ I 
hope ta be once more among the sheep next 
Lord's day, if God permit, as I am but poorly 
off for curates. Tender my kind respects to^ 
^U friends, while I remain, 

Your willing servant, under the 
best of Masters. 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXXV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Grantham. Saturdaj;^ 
Ikly Dearly Beloved iu tbe Ldrd. 

I AM alarmed, and sorry to hear of tbe 
dead state into which thou art fallen ; none 
knows but God himself, the power, craft, sub- 
tlety, cunning, and artful means which that 
enemy is capaile of practising against the poor 
children of God. When he had been per- 
mitted to attend and weary my soul with every 
kind of lascivious thoughts, blasphemy also 
against the greatest of powers, and then to 
deny his existence, and the truth of his word, 
and then tempted to murder, after this to pray 
\Q the devil and worship him, it pleased God 
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to deliver me, and then he attempted my 
peace and happiness another way. He came 
transformed indeed, and melted my soul, and 
set me to bewail and lament the world of the 
ungodly, and fired my enmity against '. the 
sovereignty of God, and his electing grace, 
and to this I cleaved, and determined to share 
with them in the common destruction; but 
after going blindly on strange lengths, it 
pleased God to deliver me. 

The next onset of Satan was that which is 
now fallen upon you ; he operated as the spirit 
oi^ a deep sleep, that I might sleep the sleep 
of death ; and it was long before I found out 
what source it came from. Poor M. M. has 
been long in this, and the adversary has gained 
m'ore ground by this than by all his former 
violence, for then she could pray, plead, and 
write her feelings, but now she is completely 
shut up; like the spouse, *^ I sleep, but my 
heart wakcthi" conscience was uneasy, and 
that was ail. The same befel the apostles at 
our Lord's apprehension; they could not watch 
one hour. Under all other temptations we 
may struggle and resist, but this takes all life, 
all activity, all power, sensation, affection, and 
motion ; and leaves us free among the dead. 

You have acted unwisely in this ; had you 
have wrote before, it inight have been easily 
removed, but when it becomes a set«fast, it 
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goes not <nxt but by pmsrer and fasting. 
'< Resist the devil^ and he will fke frooi you ;'^ 
give BO place to ii^ devil; but Uiis »faoitlii be 
done as soon as thtf attack as made^ but^ ia}a» ! 
ala^f you have missed that opportunity^ and 
lost both power and armowy and a sore conflict 
will follow* I shall be hfire about ten days^ 
at my return, come tolowii^ and see what truth 
and prayer will do* 

God bless thee, 

THE DOCTOR. 
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Christian ltEAt>£it^ 

On the first day of the fbUowihg month, 
by the help of God, L intend publishing an 
highly-approved, Likeness of the Author of 
these Letters, engraved by permission from a 
most valuable and Original Paintings in the 
possession of Mr. Samuel Berry, to whom I beg 
thus openly to express my sincere gratitude^ 
for this distinguishing mark of his friendship 
atid esteem. I hesitate not to express my con- 
fidence, that this Print shall exceed in point 
of accuracy, all that have hitherto appeared. 

I beg to assurd you that for the Contintianccs 
of this present work, I have still by me a large 
assortment of letters ; which, by the favor of 
God, shall appear as early as time permits. 

Your^s in truth and sincerity, 

E. HUNTINGTON. 

High Street, 
Pet. 32, 181^. 
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LETTER I. 



TO 



Ditton, Feb. Uy 1700. 

Hail though highly ftvored, blessed art 
thou among women. This night my deai- bro* 
thcr M. brought your kind letter to mie, which t 
have long longed for ; it came like tne obedient 
dove with an olive leaf in her mouth. I took 
it unkind your not writing, I feared you was 
slid back, but yoUr letter saVors of my dear 
master Jesus, therefore I fotbe^r t6 u|)braid 
thee, but will say with a brother of old, " It \i 
enough, my child is yet alive:" and ihay the 
Lord of all lords grant thy dear soul may live 
for evermore. Thy letter ha^ got a little sa- 
vory meat in it, wliich my soul Joveth. 1 iifeed 
not ask thee how it Was thou got it so sooil, 
for I believe thy God brought it to thee. 

Oh ! my dear sister, whom I love in the^ 
bowels of Christ, let me exhort thee to beware 
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of the vanities of this sinful, heaven- daring, 
God-dishonouring, and God-provoking world. 
Cleave into the very heart of my dear master 
Jesus, and say, ^* Spread thy skirt over thine 
handmaid, for thou art a near kinsman'* of 
mine, Ruth iii. 9. He is one of our next 
kinsmen^ nigher than the angels by far, for 
they Gould not redeem us without marring 
their own inheritance. Bless his dear name, 
my soul loves him beyond the power of pen to 
describe^ or tongue to express ; he has lifted 
my head above the sinful herd of the earth. 

J have through the eternal power of my 
invincible anchor, outrid the storm in» this 
place; but such a battle I had last summer as 
you never saw; but God enabled me to go on 
plowing my horn till the wall fell flat, and now 
1 shout, and hope to save Rahab the harlot 
alive.. Many that used to shoot at my heart, 
BOW bow at my feet, my God has so lifted me 
up. I preach now more than ever, I preach 
clean from London to Farnham, and God great- 
ly blesses my labours ; I think my churches 
inust be called Leahs, for they will have a 
good dowry, Gen. xxx. 20, I get very weak 
in body, but my dear master strengthens both 
body and soul at times; I agreed with him 
for a penny a day, and I mostly get my pay 
before the sun sets. 



Oh ! , that I was but as strong as I could 
wish, and my heart as warm at all times, surely 
I would sound his praise till all the winged 
musfcians of the wood chanted it from vale to 
vale; and at every place \vhere the beams of 
his glory shone upon my soul, I would inscribe 
it on the very trees, to perpetuate the memory 
of it from age to age. I have ere now preach* 
ed him when I had but one shirt in the world, 
and that was not worth one shilling, but now 
God has lifted me up wonderfully; I forget 
my poverty, and ere long I shall remember my 
misery no more for ever. Oh my dear sister, 
let me hear of the welfare of thy precious soul, 
I pray thee. Now may the good will of him 
that dwelt in the bush, be with thee, and may 
the banner of everlasting love be displayed 

• 

before thee, may the high praises of God be in 
thy mouth, and a two-edged sword in thy 
hand ; and may thy faith be like the expanded 
arch of a bridge, stand the firmer for bur* 
dens; and may thy love be like the flambeau 
in the gloomy night, burn the brighter for 
beating. 

This night I had your letter, and when I 
had done preaching, I sit up in the cold to 
write this, and now it is a quarter past twelve; 
sure I deserve an answer. Write soon, and send 
me word how, and I will send some pamphlets 
from London as presents. I shall come, God 
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willing, near to Seven-oaks in the Summer; if 
1 come I will travel to you and preach ; send 
a letter to me, do not mind the pay. May the 
Everlasting love of God be with thee. My 
dear wife joins in love to you. 

W- HUNTINGTON, S. S. 



LETTER II. 

TO THE SAxME. 



DiiUm, June 12. 

VLy Dearly Beloved and longed for tn the bowels ef Christ, 
Companion in tribulation, and Fellow-citizen of the heaven* 
ly Jerusalem. 

I INDEED take shame to myself that I did 
not answer your letter before, bat I waited to 
see if God would make way for me to come, 
and indeed I have been very hardly worked. 
Last Saturday I preached at Battersea, Sunday 
forenoon and afternoon at the Adelphi, in the 
evening for Dr. G. next day in Oxford Road, 
Tuesday at Richmond, Wednesday at Hammer- 
smith, and last night at Ditton, and now this 
day^ being Friday, is a day of rest to me, and I 
chearfully sit down to write to you; and I 
think if my dear and loving Lord permit it, to 
be with you next Thursday evening to preach. 
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et it be late, that the poor working men may 
ive time to come, for I love to preach „to 
lem, for I know what hard work is. I be- 
5ve there is one Mr H. preaches that way, 
ive niy love to him if you see him, for he is 
ear to me. 

Dear sister m the Lord, I hope you will hnd 
le work revived in your soul, now you arc 
it of your hurry. Oh ! my dear soul, how colA 

the love of many grown to the ever-blessed 
ord, how much clinging to the world. Oh ! 
ly dear Lord and Saviour, what hast thou done, 
: what is thy crime that the world despise 
lee, and the church forget thee so ? Is it not 
lou that bled, and died, to redeem our souls 
om hell ? Is it not for us that thy garments 
^re red like liim that treads the wine- vat? 
hen why, my dear Lord, art thou so lightly 
steemed among U3 ? Surely we have rendered 
lee evil for thy good will to the disquietude 
P thy soul, and have set up idols, and played 
ic harlot with other lovers, and let them have 
arbour in our affections. O Lord, forgive 
ur idolatry, and adultery, and keep the throne 
f our hearts, 

I hope we shall have you for our neighbour 
3on, God willing. My three cliildren are all ill 
ith the hooping-cough, and my wife gives her 
>ve to you. I will be down on Thursday as 
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soon as I cati; may the Lord come with mc. 
Amen, so I conclude, 

Your very weak and unworthy bro- 
ther in Christ, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 



LETTER III. 

TO THE SAME. 



Dear Betty, 

Grace, mercy, and peace be with thee, 
and all that love our Lord Jesus Christ, in 
sincerity and truth. I have heard that you are 
coming to town at Christmas; I beg that you 
will make my house your home, as long as 
you stay in town* You visited me when I 
was a beggar upon the dunghill, and the good 
Lord having raised me up from that state of 
real want, I shall be as glad to see you now as 
I was then; and that you may share in what it 
has pleased God to give me ; for I hope that no 
worldly prosperity will ever make me forget, 
either the coal-sack, or the cobler's scat. 

I bless my God for all these undeserved fa- 
vours, but these are not the portion of my lost 
and defenceless soul,, no, he has saved poor, 
wrctchedi w6rthles3 nie, and my soul exults in 
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is better part, that shall never be taken away, 
jtty, Jesus Christ, the darling Son of God, is 
e only hope and help, guide and guardian, of 
or, lost sinners; he is our all in all, and 
ike him such, for, " The ransom of a man's 
e is his riches," says Solomon. AH the real 
ace, happiness,- joy, comfort, rest, or love, 
It ever was found, felt, or enjoyed in this 
»rld since Adam fell, has been found in 
s communion and fellowship , of the Son 

God. 

The covenant of grace in the days of old, 
d the gospel in our days, are published that 
I might have fellowship with the Father, and 
th the Son, Christ J^us; and what is all 
igion without this ? . Our fellowship with 
5 Father and the Son, is to be kriowTi by , 
th and love; ** Believe," says Christ, " that » 
im in you, and you in me ;" and, " He that 
'^eth dwelleth in God, and God in him :'* 
;sc are the evidences of our union and com- ' 
mion. This> Betty,' makes us happy, com- 
table, useful, and fiuitful; and without this ' 

are miserable, restless, barren, and fruitless ; 
, *' Without me ye can do nothing;" no 
ire than a dead branch that is out of the - 
le. The only way to keep this union up, is 
watching our inward frames, and the handy- 
►rks, and dealings of our God with us, 
rching .the scripture3; meditating thereon, 
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constant ib our prayers^ and th&nkiog God tot 
every favour^ spiritual or temporal ; uxxd ux 
that you be not slothful in these things. 

By the help of my good God, I have been 
enabled now for thirty yearly to ki^ep^ vMrmg 
on in the work of the Loi^, witboot haviag a 
tiame to live and being dead ;/^^ Tl» diligent 
soul shall be made fiit.'^ I am here iuimy Httle 
cabin at the chapel,' day and nighty audi no 
spot so sacred, and so highly esteenwd. by m« 
as this ; it is to me, Bethel, Mount Tabor, die 
little hill Mizar. Many a heaty Icoul haxre.l 
cast off here, and many a heavenfy my, mangr . 
a Bweet foretaoftte of better diaysv faausre I bad 
in this little cot. I did inteisd to have seen.O. 
before now, but this bad, cold ifreather, hvm 
prevented me, besides, my old weathesr-^faeateu. 
tabernacle cannot stand the fatigue .«f. tile 
campy Of the hard, ki^auir of' forced iminihea^ 
and tloerefore I shall indulge- myselif^ andhiy^. 
my winiter quaaters till B^ty, the white^ Wf- 
jeant, comes to nay head, quaatei?, tii tett me 
how matters prosper iti tllcvse partssv; .^vtott 
Jesus Christ cooBea with his wKir^, and. wJbether 
she thinks this the time to* send peaw upon 
eai'th, or a sword and a firet* 

Remember ine to youc husband and iamilyv 
all of whom I hope are well,, and likewise to 
Mr. G. when you see him; A happy C}fstiB^r, 
mas, wkd may the blessed. Sop o£ Mary,. ber:th«' 
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of Betty, foe Christ i» co»ceiv«d » Ih* 
ts of believefjs^ as weU a» in the womb of 
y ; b^Qce Christ's confQ3sioa9 *' He. that 
I my word and k.Q^peth it, the sajne ks my 
her, my sistei, an4 my brother." 

Bver yoiw's 



TO ff. B. 



Kar Fellow I^b^urer. 

I T9XN.S; yoHT piTQ^enl: cik)ss ie^ ta teftcli 

to €Q93<( fro^k nuijiii ^JbA>«^ breath i& it^ bU. 
trils^ fiff wh^feiu h/e ii^t to be accoiuated o£ 
ere tharjB ia no cro6#i the^re is neither life^ 
lility^ nor power ;. in all the«^ things i# the 

of G^ii; spirit;, by t])ef/;. we a^e humbled, . 

aft^r the trial is oyer we return, like qnv ; 
ster, in the power of the Spirit There i» a, 
y c^oss a^otted u$, and if we watcb,. we 
11 dajily fin4' it, and f(pel it to^Q,. Somet^me^. 
ta altogf ther li£&kss, ^nd, at. the same time 
;are.lei^,^ that it seen^i^ a master qf indiffer- 
c tq 19/e, whether I pray for quixikeoiug 
ce, or Iwig my cani^al ease. Again^ I have 
OS sevQii, tiif^s to B^eachfl, aud tiot oi^e text . 
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ill view, the book is sealed; at another tinre, 
every passage seems to afford matter for a dis- 
course, and then I have two or three lelsurc^ 
days so that none are wanted. Again, a pas- 
sage shall pass through my mind with uncom-- 
mon beauty and lustre, and the first foolish 
thought that enters my head, plunders my 
memory, and that is gone and never returns. 

Sometimes I am. indulged with uncommon 
access to God in private, and with an holy 
familiarity ; my glory seems fresh in me, and 
then I expect to go to the pulpit in the fulness 
of the blessings of the gospel of peace; but 
instead of that I stand hacking like a fool in 
the correction of the stocks; At other times 
great boldness, freedom of speech, and com- 
fort through the whole discourse, and then I 
expect that all must be comforted, because I 
was ; but instead of that" I seemed to be the 
only one that was comforted, the fleece was 
wet, but all the floor was . dry ; and when I 
have stood in chains, and delivered a few broken, 
unconnected, unintelligible fragments, with a 
gloomy countenance, a burthened mind, and 
l>ound in the spirit, till I have been ashamed 
of myself, and of my discourse also, then great * 
execution has been done ; many were joyful 
when Samson was bound. At another time I 
have gone with a studied discourse, bright 
views, and various branches ; the whole pkt- 
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rm on iliy mind, and all laid out in the nicest 
der, and I have expected a heaven upon 
rth ; and when I came to begin, instead of 
e Lord working with me, there was none to 
eak but Mr. Huntington; and he has blun- 
red on, till he has lost all his heads, and 
most all his text ; and every hearer that has 
oked at me, has given me to understand that 
J knew the voice of a stranger, and who was 
caching as well as I did, for the cloud had 
)t no rain. 

At other times I have set off on the Lord'^ 
ly morning, without a single passage on my 
ind) and have had three times to preach, and 
ive been kept in suspense till within a feW 
inutes of service time, when a text has come 
^er the hills, but seemed at such a distance 
if it scorned to be examined ; and I have 
me forth with it, wishing it had been cus- 
mary to preach in a mask, but when I have 
jgan I have found him there, and he that 
atered, was watered also himself. I have 
en returned with honour, and determined in 
y own mind that the people- should have a sc- 
>nd benefit, and therefore I have attempted to 
anch the heads of that discourse a little wider 
It, and drive them a little farther home; and 
seemed to begin with the same views and 
)wer with which I ended in the morning, amd 

B 
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ha,ve gone op till I have lost myself, aad strip- 
ped them of all the dew that the Lord had before 
di3 tilled on their souls. When ray own soul 
hath seemed in private to rise like a cedar in. 
Lebanon, I heve been barren in the pulpit, 
^nd the garden has visibly withered, like a 
gY:een herh; and on the other hand, when I 
have been long occupying business in deep 
waters, they have seemed to be at the desired 
haven. This, Sir, is the way I go on, and in 
my glass you will probably see your own face. 
Peace and truth be with thee. 

Ever thine, 
W, HUNTINGTON^ 
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LETTER V. 



Satan's blasphemies will do us no harm^ 
hi^ darts differ much from our crimes; con- 
science doth not accuse me, nor doth the Al- 
mighty slight me, nor frown upon me, because 
the devil is displeased with me, and bends his 
bow at me. The king of darkness loves to 
have quiet and peaceable possession of the pa- 
lace, and' to be encompassed with all his own 
arniour. 

Efamity to God, prejudice, blindness of mindj . 
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ebellion, hardness of hearty accumulated guilt, 
afidelity and insensibilty, this is the armour 
vherein he trusts. Thus arihed and enthroned, 
le smokes his pipe, while we perform his 
[rudgery, obey his commands, and submit to 
►e captured at his will. But when the stronger 
han he comes upon him, he takes away this 
rmour; the true light shining, rends the 
ail ; the power of God bends the will to* 
irard the Lord God of Israel. Reconcilia- 
ion inclines the mirid to favour the rightful 
overeign ; the force of truth batters and beats 
lown unbelief; discovered mercy makes us 
ick of rebellion, and to loath ourselves 
or it. 'The anger of God makes us ttem* 
lie at the thoughts of sin, and the dread. 
f damnation makes us sick of Satan's works, 
nd drives us to sieek and call for deliverance* 
?his is the work that disquiets the habitation 
f dragons, it sets fire to the cockatrice den, 
nd disturbs the hole of the asp. 
The devil finding himself disturbed, tries 
ard to pull his armour about him again, and 
ibours at carnal reason, at enmity, at unbelief, 
t prejudice, and every other piece of his old 
rmour in turn, in hope of regaining hii^ lost 
ossession. But as light and truth, faith and 
lope, love and peace, joy and comfort gain 
;round, he despairs of succe^, and grows des* 
erate ; and feeling the force of divine mflu- 

B2 
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ence and operations, which he himself oac^ 
knew and erijpyed, this enflames him witk 
wild, distracted, and infernal rage and jealousy; 
and in this unparalleled and never to be sub- 
dued enmity, he hurls his infernal shafts 
through us, even at the Almighty himself, at 
' his dear Son, and at the ;most Moly Spirit, and 
bis glorious work; even at the scriptures, at the 
paints, and at every branch of divine worship. 
- JBut at times God gives him such dreadful 
jebukes, that he is obliged to be off; and then 
he goes^ being exasperated against God to the 
highest, ainong the saints, to see what mischief 
he can do to God among them, but these are 
dry places. Here he seeks rest but finds nonet 
for satan can feed upon nothing but the most 
impure lusts and corruptions of men^ in these 
he rolls, basks, and gluts himself; hence he is 
qialled a foul and an unclean spirit; and all 
thesp being, the lusts of the flesh, and the flesh 
being dust and ashes, ^^ Dust," it is said, ^'shaU 
be the. serpent's meat." But after all his toil, 
and labour, ^' He shall not hurt nor destroy in 
all my holy. mountain, saith the Lord," Isa. 
Ixv. 25 ; and the blessed antidote against this, 
is the knowledge of the blessed Messiah, for 
sp it follows, ". For the earth shall be full of 
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters cover 
the sea," Isa. xi. 9. The blessed Spirit testify- 
ing of Chri3t to. us, is the only way by w:hich 
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atan is routed ; " When the ^neiny shall come 
n like a flood, the Spirit of God shall lift up a 
tandard against him." Be strong, fear not. 

Wi H. S. S. 



LETTER VI. 



The Cabin." 

The troubler of Israel and the plague of 
Igypt is coming once more according to cus- 
om, to enquire after , hoping in God that 

le is worse than when I heard from him last, 
or then he was not half bad enough. Despe- 
ate cases spread the feme of the great phy- 
ician, for the patient when restored cannot 
:eep silence. As long as one spot of leprosy 
emained in the leper, he was shut up other 
even days, and the priest was to look again, 
f one red spot appear in the head, then pro- 
louncc him utterly unclean, the plague is in 
lis head; cover his lip, arid let him' cry, 
Lnclean, unclean. But if the leprosy, all white 
ike a hoar frost cover him all over, he is 
lean, pronounce him clean, Levit. xiii. All 
lis comeliness, like DanieFs, is turned into 
orruption, yet he is greatly beloved; in his 
[esh dwells no good thing, yet he is coniplete 
a him. . i 



WCf poor miserable wretches as we arei ^ball 
do more with the eternal Son of God than all 
the devils, or all our sins and corruptions, 
though these are many and mighty, for Christ 
bates these with perfect hatred; but the souls* 
of perishing sinners are precious in his sight. 
You are not one half so bad, so low, so deeply 
sunk as I was ; I was so deranged, lost and 
ibsent, as not to know my owh master when 
he spoke to me. Had I been a person of 
wealth, or had been a kin to people of property, 
I had been confined; but being poor, none 
troubled me with a madhouse, because of 
trpuble aijd charges, and bless God for my 
poverty. ** Be strong, fear not, Gpd will 
come, even God with a recompence, he will 
come and save you." The Spirit of God bids 
us pronounce these words to those that are of a 
fearful heart. 

.Christ's commission is limited, and restrict- 
ed to but a few cases ; not to the whole, to 
the full, to the righteous, nor to the pure, nor 
to the wise, nor to the prudent, nor to the 
understanding, nor to the honourable, nor to. 
the applauded and approved of men. His 
commission is to the lost, those with the curse 
c£ the law in them, and that curse partly cxe-t 
cuted, called the wrath of God in diem, at- 
tended with the snares of death and the pains 
of hell ; these are the lost sheep of the house 
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Israel. Insolvent debtors want the surety, 
isoners want liberty, and slaves in chains 
mt freedom ; the dead want life, and thos6 
at are ready to perish want bread. The elder 
n, who never at any time transgressed the 
unmandmcnt, and the pharisee who was tiot 
other men, are far enough from this iistj* 
Bring in the poor, the halt, the lame, the 
aimed, and the blind, that ttiy ho'use may ht 
rnished with guests." These ai^fe the poor* 
retches by whom the Savioiir is much wattt- 
1, and to whom he is a most ^velcome and an 
ceptable guest. Such approvfe, applaud, and 
Imire the wisdom and goodness of Gbd j and 
Lch will never contend with the Almighty, 
)ont who shall have the ^lory of a sinner's 
.Ivatioii; it touches such sehsible ^ouls to th# 
lick, even to speak a good world to them, 
uch more to speak a good wotd df them. 

I have b^en to y 6t y6u nWght haviof' 

3ard from me before. The first time I Mrent 
lere, a meeting was oj^eti for me { the licit' 
me a chapel in — *-*, was opeh ; the last timfe 
1 was shut, but a barn that would hold five 
lousand; and sure I am that meeting and 
lapel both would not have held my audience, 
found several more poor souls wounded, and 
lis last time I believe greatly increased the 
amber ; the devil forestalls my market, an<l 
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6vies down my goods, but all in vain, for God 
carries on his own work, and makes both dis- 
senters, and my Lady's men fight against me ; 
and by these means he discovers them, and 

m 

shews that tliey are not with him, but against 
'him, and all that adhere to me fly from them ; 
for my work which lays principally among 
gaol bird«, idiots, lunatics, and incurables, 
they can do nothing with, to these they are 
physicians of no value. 

Since my return I have heard that, poor Mr 
B/s horse has fell with him, and he has been 
confined to his bed with a bad leg ; I therefore 
intend to preach here next Sunday ^nd Mon- 
day^ and them slip off M^ithout leave to B. and 
prieach there, next Tuesday, Wednesday, and 
Thursday evenings, which will be the eighth, 
ninth, and tenth of this month, November; I 
am imwearied in the work. Imitate^ the Sa- 
viour, stand fast though it be on the pinnacle 
of thjB temple, and by no means cast yourself 
down; if the devil is permitted to throw thee 
down, then it is his sin, not thine. Never 
despair, unless it is of help in self, " For to 
him that is joined to all the living, there is 
hope ; for a living dog i« better than a dead 
lion." An apostate that is turned to his own 
vomit again, is better than satan, because the 
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m of the bottomless pit is dead; but fo^ 
backslider) like the prodigal son, there id 
)pe. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER VII. 

I WAS glad to hear t):iat God disappointed 
e devices of ' ' ■ ■ , so that his hand could 
)t perform his enterprise, Job v. 18. Self- 
nptied souls, hoping in Christ, arc an army 
ith banners^ and there is no standing before 
le prayers of those who plead the merits, and 
e prevalent intercession, of the apostle and , 
gh priest of our profession. I believed th6 
st time that I called upon God, after tht 
ception of your former letter upon that 
isiness, that God would convince you that 
e earth was his, and the fulness thereof: and 
at those who fear God have no cause to b^ 
raid of a man that shall die, nor of the son of 
an, that shall be made as grass. I saw thii, 
hen the snares of death, and the pains of hell, 
icompassed me, that man had no power over 
c, and that God's will would and must be 
)ne in me, in spite of all the oppositions of 
an; which I conceived. woUld be this, that 
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dikwi would leftd me about the cotmtfy, and fix 
my abode here and thete wherever he pleased, 
and make me a public e5camplc to others ; 
hence I Ai^as. silre, and so it fell out, that even 
my master could not, dared not even dis- 
charge me, though to him I appeared quite 
deranged. 

I was glad to hear, that you was still strug-** 
gling ; the fight 6f faith is a hard battle, 
especially when unbelief shuts us up in bondage^ 
and shut* us out of the joy of the Lord, yet 
like a grain of mustard seed; ttlvorks under all 
the burthens, and within all these gates and 
bars, and will be at times looking, watdiing, 
waiting, longing, and expecting; and some- 
times it will reason, atgue, and conclude^ Who 
can tell? peradventure it will terminat* in 
good at la«t; if God were a iflind to destroy 
me, he would not have shewed me such things 
as these. Nor can the devil, eitherby guile or 
violence, gain a complete victory over it, 
though he try hard : I mean he cannot turn 
the soul from groaning to God, and looking 
for help, nor sink it in black despair, nor drive 
it from the society of the just, nor into the 
icorner^s chair, nor into open despite against 
the power of God, nor into atheism, nor into 
all manner of uncleanness with greediness, nof 
into desperate blasphemy against the Almighty, 



into n state of insensibility, thoug^h b^ 
>\ir$ hard at all these. 

he soul that God rebulces and .chatstepl^ 
: soul the breath of God quickens^ heiice 
e is perpetual changes ; $oinetim06 fervent 
s, and sometimes morose and «ujleit siki^ce^ 
etimes k^eu seqi^ions/ and jsometimes a 
;lesa stupor; t^t other times »tnQkQ(g fearsi 

then ag^n a re^gardlds^ indifitrew^ ; § osxie^ 
es an aripy of terrors afvatenjed at 9ikoe, and 
T this of ten, a desperate hardneksi. But 
s&ed Ja t^ man whom God chastens, and 
:hes him out of the law» that he may give 
wearied soul rest in Christ Jesus, till the 

be digged up for the wicked. God in» 
lets us with a strong hand, that we 
Y not say a tdilfedtiracy ; it makes us sin* 
ar. 
There i^ a i$et tip^ ^ for jpvery purpqsei apd 4 

time to remember Zion; and God f;ome* 
es lays us lo^ iQ irqps before that time 
nes, tp. keep us f^om r^atus^n^gto a^ischief ; to 
p us frQfti a l^uperficiaJ, and an eippty pro* 
uoQ ; and to ^:Qep us froip the pij;ff$ of pros* 
ity- Witliout a ^nsc of the plaguje of th^ 
trt, men soon Jeaye their profession; and 
:hout th^ ballast of a A^^ljj[^ cross, they are 

n overset by vain.appjaiise^ or the smiles o^ 
evidence : " Xhe turning away of the sipjple 
.11 slay them, aud the prosperity of fools 
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•hall destroy them ; but whosd hearkefieth un- 
to rae, shall dwell safely," Pro v. i. 32. S5r 
Stand fa^t in this, that you are a lost sinner, a 
wounded sinner, and a perishing sinner ; and 
Christ came to save the lost, to bind up the 
broken hearted, and to feed them that were 
ready to perish. And was you to- bring forth 
such te;Kts against the devil Himself, I know 
that at times he would skulk off in silence, for 
he cannot stand the sword of the Spirit, though 
hlamdled by a sinner in chains* 

W. H- S. S. 



LETTER VIII. 



I p«RCEivB that thou art at the bar where 
inquisition is made, where past follies, and the 
root from which they sprung, are sifted up to 
the bottom; and when, the accuser of the 
brethren, the old enticer, tempter, and ring* 
leader, turns accuser ; and at which times law 
and conscience are both in verdict, and ih 
testimony against us. But remember this is 
not being beaten with many stripes in belli 
nor is it the last assize where and when the- 
door of hope is shut, the flood-gates open, and 
prayer cannot come nigh the judge t the 
throne of grace is at thy back* 
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" WTc have an advocate with the Father \^ 
;ind those that are* strangers to this trial, never 
3aw, nor felt, the need of Christ in that office* 
Indeed I expected something of this sort upon 
thee, politicks had almost preyed upon, and 
eaten up, the vitals of gospel simplicity ; my 

jdesire is that may be tried, because of his 

answers for wicked men, Job xxxiv. His 
heart, his affections, his best wishes, yea God's 
speed was hastily desired in the behalf of tha 
Wors( enemies that God, or Christ, or his 
church, or his gospel have in this world, I, 
mean ths. French papists; shall we bid thesa 
God speed? ^' Shouldest thou help the un- 
§^odly, and love them that hate the Lord?'^ 
I Chron. xix. S. ^^ Thou shalt not seek their 
)eace, nor their prosperity all thy days for 
5ver," Deut. xxiii. vi. But why? because the 
»ope is Balaam, who holds the doctrines of 
Balaam, and casts the stumbling block of his 
liquity in the way of God's Israel ; and all, 
apists who pay tithes to him, hire him to curse 
^ith bell, book, and candle, the Israel of God; 
lerefore thou shalt not seek their peace nor 
leir prosperity for ever. 
My universal charity, mentioned in my Ske- 
ton, cost me many a stripe and groan, an4 

od will cure of this disease. God has 

\'en the papists up to the father of lies, to 
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l^eUevealie; and now to him that ^rbsitmttr' 
6f&r€r fronfi the b^gint^ing^ that f^ey may kiI^ 
each other^ and tht^ ttib devit ipay reap hi» 
own harvestti But who \vouId wish to die in 
peace, in affectioi)^ and in heart^&tt unioji with 
these? ** Gather not my soul with sinners, nor 
my life with bloody men/' Psa- xxvi* 9* O my 
sou]^ come not thou into their secret; unto- 
their assembly, mine honour, be not thou 
united : for in their anger they have killed the 
saints^ apd in their self- will they have digged' 
down the wall of salvation* Cursed be their 
anger— 4>iit I spare thee, Gen. xlix; 6. 

Persons whose consciences are exercised' 
with, and influenced by, a spirit of legal bond^ 
age, which is nothing else but the wrath of 
God in the law, which stirs up the carnal 
enmity of the heart, and fiUg it with servile 
fear, vexation, and torment ; I say person* 
thus influenced are continiially^ striving in their 
own strength, vowing, and making many l^ws 
of their own. One drinks water, till he is 
advised to a litle wine for his often infirmi^ 
ties, another eateth herbs ; there is no end to, 
*' Touch not, taste not, handle not, which all 
are to perish with the ]jsing," Col. il. SI. 22. 
The gospel forbids not the lawful use of any 
necessary, but the abuse of it ; thou may est 
eat and drink what thy soul lusteth ^flter, so 
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as thou art bat grateful to God for iU 
Read the fourteenth qha^ter of Deutmro*' 

Qomy. 

W. H. S. S. 



«Mita 



LETTER IX. 

My Dear Brother. 

Having this morning begged of the Lord 
to make all thy bed in thy sickness^ and to 
strengthen thy faith under a languishing body, 
to renew the inner man as the outward ma^ 
decays, that the image of the second Adam^ 
may shine with glory on thy face, as the imago^ 
:)f the first is about to be defaced; and thia 
nust be the case, for our God is the health of 
mr countenance, our saving health, our heaK 
tig balm, our hidden life and length of ouc 
ays, or the continuer of our life in eternal 

ay- 

Thou art going from the evil to come, and 
ilt be hid in the day of the Lord's fierce anger, 
he nearer thou comest to the heavenly couu- 
Yy the more will every incorruptible principle 
ruggle to get into a life of glory, being or-^ 
ined to reigq through the righteousness of 
irii^t to eternal life ; and under these opera- 



tibns thy soul will aspire, and enHaf ge, as light 
tfaines in, and love enflames ; the earnest is 
often most precious, when the great reward is 
at hand. No doubt but thou wilt rise and 
fall in the balances of the sanctuary, because 
there are two nations within, but corruption can^ 
not inherit incorruption, and therefore this must 
be put off, that glory may be put on ; between 
those thou wilt mount and sink, but he has 
told us the end from the beginning, that sin 
shall not have dominion ; but the end of faith 
shall be the salvation of thd soul. 

You are commanded to watch his hand, to 
try the firmness of the foundation, and to 
prove his faithfulness ; our end is promised to 
be peace, and hope is to be Enjoyed in death, 
and the death of a saint is to be precious in 
God's sight; therefore watch, and make full 
proof of these things : ajad if these things fail 
Xiot, as I am sure they will hot, set to thy seal 
that God is true.. God help thee, so prays the 
Coalheaver. I have sent these scraps to my 
brother clergy, to read to out highly honoured 
friend, now in the furnace, dismissing the 
dross, and ^en creasing the gold; enduring the 
last stripes, to prepare him for the highest ac- 
ceptation*^ 

W. H. S. S, 
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P. 8. The above was all written this morn- 
ing, but your's with the best of tidings is 
come; nevertheless I sepd this, and the DocttM* 
says, Adieu vain world, and fare iH siu, death, 
and devil; while all that believe shall fare 
well. 



LEITER X. 



Happy, thriee happy are w-c, who have 
the God €£ Jacob for help, who- makes us won- 
ders to the world, the admiration of angels, and 
riddles to ourselves. I am now an old mani 
ind yet a new creature ; I tatter and tremble, 
ind yet am a brazen wall, and an iron fence; 
lothing but frailty, and yet possess eveslaating 
trength. A bruised reed, and yet ah mvinci- 
Je column; stark naked, and yet adorned 
'ith seven robea; divorced for spiritual adul** 
jry, and yet a chaste virgin ; near seventy 
ears old, but only forty years of age ; a con- 
joined criminal, and yet just before God 
[an and c(»n$cience less and worse than no- 
ing^, and yet much moue than that ndble crea- 
re called man; often ill^ yet pofisessiBg saving 
alth, and never sick, Isa. xxxiiiJ £4; thrice 
ad^ and four times alive. 

C 



S4 

A polluted leper, yet without spotj an enemy 
to God, and yet in the highest friendship with 
him ; a vile sinner, and yet a thrice sanctified 
saint; a beggar, and yet an heir of three 
worlds ; a worm of the dust, and yet an angel 
of God. An awful rebel, and yet an ambassa- 
dor of peace ; nothing but evil, yet filled with 
all goodness ; a mass of corruption, and yet 
incorruptible ; a child of wrath, and yet a child 
of God ; a cloud of darkness, and yet a shining 
light. An ignor.ant fool, and yet a wise spi* 
ritual teacher; naturally barren, yet the fa- 
ther of an hundred sons; the last of all, yet 
few before me; a servant of servants, yet 
crowned and anointed king; in the lower room, 
yet in the highest seat, 

A native of Cranbrook in Kent, yet born and 
brought up m the city of Zion; never from the 
dunghill, yet always filling a throne of state. 
Job, xxxvi. 7. The appearance of a thief, yet a 
son of the King of kings ; an incarnate devil, 
but a. temple of the Almighty; a smutty coal- 
heaver, but a priest of the most high God; a 
labourer in the vineyard, and a ruler in Israel. 
A condemned heretic, yet a teacher of the 
Gentiles in faith and verity ; a msn of a bad 
spirit, yet blessed with an holy one { an anti- 
nomian, yet influenced with truth and power ; 
the offscouring of the earth, yet the treasure ef 
heaven; the bane of mankind, and the delisrht 

V 
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the Almighty : an ill savour to sinners, and 

salt to preserve them. The Kentish man 

is to the mail of Kent, the compliments of 

season, to twit a comfortable Christmas^ 

a peaceable new year. 

W. H. S, S, 



LErrER XL 

TO MRS G. 



Nothing my clear Sister has kept me so 
g from acknowledging the receipt of yourbas-« 
, but the hard labour and fatigue of writing 

book in hand, which seems to grow ^o fast 
my miqd, and to swell so big in my hands, 
.t I know not when I shall finish it. These, 

dear girl, are not times for the poor of the 
::k to abound in liberality ; I was pleased at 
5 good will, but the deed must hurt you; 
iides, the poor oppressing the poor, is a 
eeping rain that leaves no food behind, Prov» 
via. 3. 

The Lord maketh poor and maketh rich,, to 
ne he gives a fortune in gold, toothers in 
th; the former lives upon his stock in hand, 
3 latter by faith on the Lord's promised 
unty; the former is an independent, the lat- 
• a pauper, and of all trades that is on foot, 

C.2 
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begging is the best Heaven is the mansion 
house, the cross the door-post, Christ the door, 
God the benefactor, the sensible sinner the beg- 
gar, the Spirit the pleader, faith the hand, con- 
science the mouth; and nothing can feed it 
but blood, righteousness, peace, love, comfort, 
and experimental knowledge. His flesh is 
meat, his blood is drink, his comforts are milk, 
his love wine, his peace a river : and to eat the 
little book is to feed upon knowledge and un- 
derstand-ing. 

This last is a dry crust put between our 
gums to mump upon, when weaning time comes 
on, which are bad days for little ones, who 
would much rather quiddle the breast, as long 
as there is a drop to be got, but it must not be 
ao done in our country, for fear of making us 
]»ot«bellied, large bodies but little heads, much 
life and power, but no wisdom or knowledge to 
defend ourselves against thieves and robbers. 
Farewell, be a good girl, and mind your books; 
the day book, conscience ; the post book, the 
bible ; the ledger, the book of life : and when 
it is well with you remember me. My love to 
^our husband. 

Ever your*s in faith and love, 

W.H. S. S. 



»7 



LETTER XIL 

1 AM sorry that you should have any tosa^ 
;s to and £ro about me^ I should always 
x>rni you if any thing was wrotag or dis^ 
casing; all that I long for is^ to see you esta^ 
shed in the feithi Let the two nation^ 
uggle together, I know which is to gain the 
istery, the elder shall serve the younger, the 
1 man shall submit to the new* They that 
ve no changes fear not God> therefore ex- 
ct the lot of them that do. 
One single member of the new matt, is more 
an a match fore very member of the did one J 
ace, yea every grace shall neign. As .light 
eaks in, it will extend and spread itself^ and 
this light they will see what is the hope of 
s calling, and the firm foundation he has laid 
r hope to rest on. The whole war between 
3sh and Spirit, i^ of the Lord, he is concerned 
L it, and will overlook it* The captain aHT out 
ilvatton is principally cohcerned in itj andaii 
)r us our chief business i^s to look on, observe 
hich IS likely to be uppermost, take part with 
lie new man, pray for more forces to assist himi 
ad to be thankful for every victory that he 
btains, and for all the seasonable succour, sup- 
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port, relief, and encouragement that is sent into 
him ; and thus we are to run in the trenches, 
and shout for the victory, and then run off 
with the garlaiid, saying, " Nay in all these 
things we are more than conquerors, through 
him that hath loVed us," Rom. viii. 37. * 

Nothing -baffles the devil like the prayer of 
faith/ and the anchor of hope ; prayer brings 
in fresh suppliies, and hope fetches us lip as 
fast as he stods us down. Be strong against 
the philistincs, and quit yourselves like men, 
and fight not against tlie ark, but for it. 

THE DOCTOR. 



LETTER XIII. 

TO MISS £. B. 



» 
I 



My Pear Friend* 

■ ' '' - > . • 

j, ,1 sBOixLp! h^ve answered year's before, 
but my, book has^ ^een long in hand, and I did 
expect you bptjb in town before now. Your's 
savoured of Rouble, and many complaints; it 
is tl)e wijse man'^ saying, that a brother is bom 
foi; adversity, as. I believe every real brother, 
or brother born, again, is. Enmity between the 
s^fpent and the, Saviour, between Christ's seed, 
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Atid the seed of the serpent 5 enmity I say be* 
tween these, is put by God himself i and Christ 
came not to send peace here, but rather divisi^ 
ons, a sword^ and a fire*. Between grace md 
corruption there is, and must be, a continual 
war, hence self-denial, and a bearing of this 
cross> comes on daily* 

And besides this, the rod and the furnace, tp 
purge every branch in the true vine, this is 
from God the Father ; spiritual desertions from 
Christi " Verily thou art a God that hidest 
thyself, O God of Israel the Saviour," Isa. xlv. 
15 i great support, and kind aid and assistance 
from the Holy Spirit^ and sad deadness, reluc*^ 
tance/ and cold indifference for the. want of it 
These are the ground work of all the changes 
which the believer passes undei*^ and they that 
have no changes, fear not God. But even this 
is called a gift, and is such an one, as many in 
sensible apostasy would gladly embrace ; " It 
is given in your behalf, not only to beheve in 
Christ, but also to suffer for his sake;" and 
they that share not in this suffering, are sure 
to have their portion in a worse lot. But sure 
I am, the Lord*s power is never made so per- 
fect as in our weakness^ when heart and flesh 
both fail. ^ 

There is life in every grace of God's Spirit, 
and though these often appear at a low ebb, and 
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r^ady to die, yet we continually «ee a revival ; 
and t^ldom do we seie all grace smnk and down 
together. Faith ma:y stagger, as in Darid^ 
when he fled from Absaloin; love aa in. the 
church of Eprhesns ; dieadness as in doe church 
of Sardis: iMt hope ind expectation keep 
the field, this anchor is suire ; was this to give 
way, we should be oalteriy cast 4own, for the 
Lord upholds us with his hand; asd out of 
this hand they shall w^ver be plucked, comt 
on ,U6 what may. This I am sure o^ that 
as afflictions abound, so also shall co^solatiom 
abound ; and the deeper the worki the oleaMr 
thie bottom, the firmer is thie joint witli the 
foundation, and the brighter the .idvidences. 
<jod says^ and I beliei^e it, that all things woi^ 
lor good to them that love him. Farewell^ lay 
iove to Mary, and accept the same* » 



W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XIV. 

TO THE SAME. 

Tbe Cabiii« Mdb^ MoAb^ ^ 

Saturday vight whea I arrived at the 
nUf I found my dear friend's lettbrv for 
ch I thank her kindly. The commujotiodifc 
%sanU is an article of &ith, and where tb^ire 
ommmuon there muit be a unioii of spirit; 
I iim appears in y our!s, you bad a parti jof 

burden .hud on, before jxm kne^ ^f : tht 
d 1 laboured under'; " Thia fe^/thc' Lord'a 
ng, knd itis uiatrvelloui^inpur eye^." The 
Lvy tidings were brought to my. ears lasdk 
^rday was a week, when ' I Arrived at the 
ipel, after returning f roiosi -— *-i 'and' n heavy, 
^tles$ eight 1 had of it; my hearb was hard, 
r fioul dry and barren, stank, and ^hut up. 
I Sttnday moriaingit begto to thaw and nmve 
ittlci, and I got tbrotugh the day 4>etter than 
^Hpected. . M-oaday and Tuesday isweiet n^tfek- 
s^ <^btrition, huknility, aiid selfrabastmeilt 
ssessed me, and . much energy, ffertour, 4ittd 
ikrgementof heart €bt prayer, i>B^much th^ 
jr bowels yearned, nvy .heart glowed, my 
irden lightened, fakh fend h^ siprung up, 
id wteAt out into ^K^rcise, and I feltintny- 
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aelf as if the heavens were in motiati in my 
behalf. 

You know not the indignation there is in 
these against Christ and his cause, it is deemed 
mere jest, and made a scorn, derision, and ridi-* 
cule of; but God can support me, and bring me 
through all the brow-beating that I may be 
exposed to. But as the imprisonment of Peter 
moved the church to pray without ceasing for 
bim, I thought I would endeavour to move the 
same army with banners in my cause^ knowing 
that God will hear and answer prayer^ 'and he 
bids us pray for each other. It is trijie due path 
is through much tribulation, but, '^ Suiely/' 
says the wise man, ^^ there is an end, and 
thine (Expectation shall not be cut off, -' Provt 

XXllL 18. 

Sorrow and sighing will never take their 
flight, trlJ'that which is perfect is come^ then 
all kindred sotils will enjoy thdir own friends^ 
the wicked shall cease from troubling, and the 
weary be at rest, Job iii-. 17* My heart is with 
many that are gone before, it -i^ with some 
going off the stage now, and not a few will be 
left behiml when I go; but the cord of love, 
the bond of» the covenant, runs through all the 
disciples, and binds them up in the bundle of 
life with the Lord our God ; and this threefold 
cOrd, br the Idve of Father, Son, and Spirit, is 
not quickly broken. Give my kind love to 
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Mary when you sec her, and depend upoil it^ 
that I shall never forget ray dearly beloved 
friends in the Lord Jesus. 

Your*s, evermore in him. 

W. H, S. S- 



LETTER XV. 

TO THE SAME- 



The Cabin. 

I RSCBivED my dear friend's letter, but am 
deeply engaged with my book, having beea 
much hindered in the work. I was sorry to 
hear of so sick a house, but we are born to 
trouble, and troubles are good when we consi- 
der who sends them, and for what end they are 
sent. R. has lost her fine child, and she is now 
at my house low indeed, both in body and 
mind, and yet I perceive this has been attend- 
ed with a hope in the mercy of God, through 
Christ. God is never so far from us as when 
ve are most at ease; he is a present, a very 
)resent help in times of trouble. Follow hard 
fter him, and seek his face evermore, for they 
hat seek the Lord, shall want no good thing. 
am a living witness of this, I never saw his 
rov"] deuce so clear, and so bountiful as of late, 
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atid not from the quarter that yoa suppose, for 
I vrill ffiot be brought under the power of auy^ 
but it has flowed in from all qu^ters. 

The infirmtties of old age crawl on, and so 
our kind and dear parent lightens other loads« 
I never omit, neglect, or forget you, nor the 
poor souls at B- in my prayers ; I have you 
and them always in remembrance at these 
times, go when I may, and I know I am heard. 
I heard the week before last that poor J. was 
veiy ill ; last Sabbath was a week, I rose early 
in the morning at the Cabin to pray for him, 
and was sure I prayed in faith, and was heard ; 
dnd I aslced the Lord to convince n^c by the 
first passage I looked at, that he had heard me, 
and it was this : ** He hath not despised nor 
abhorred the affliction of thcr afflicted, neither 
hath he hid his face from him;' but when he 
prayed unto him he heard/' I sent the whole 
account to J. and received for anSwer that on 
that day he began to amend, and preached 
twice ; and in the evening he was sb assisted 
and led out, as to be a wonder to himself, and 
to all the people. 

At the same time came word that ■ * ■ "^ was 
exceeding ill, and had great confidence that 
Grod would hear me, if I prayed for him, I did 
and was much led out, and when Mr — -~ re- 
turned at noon and told him, he replied, I 
knew it, for I felt myself getting better at the 



«amc time. Farewell, be of good cheer, and 
wc shall win the prize of the high calling of 
God in Christ Jesus. 

Ever your's, most affectionately, 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XVI. 



The CabiB, Monday Morning. 

Yesterday I saw the little builder, who 
informed me that thou art still alive, and among 
the little knot of seekers, after so many deaths, 
and so many apostacies ; blessed, for ever 
blesssed, be the most propitious Father of all 
nercies, and God of all comfort. O that thou 
hdst but know what my poor soul gained by 
occupying business in those deep waters, thou 
vouklest hug thy chains, kiss the rod, and call 
very bitter thing sweet. 

The reflections of divine anger, the recoilings 
F conscience, the impressions of holiness, the 
itrenchments of justice and severity, are the 
irk side of the mount, these lessons are learnt 

the secret place of thunder ; Moses' beams 
ill shine in the fece of a mediator, when this 
tmbling, searching, and trying exhibition 
nlshes away* Then, then comes the moun- 
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tains of myrrh, and the hills of frankincense ; 
and thou shalt see the King in hia beauty, and 
the land that is very far off; and this transform- 
ing and soul-dissolving vision, will leave thee 
a silly dove without a heart, for thou wilt find 
it hard work to hold one thought down to the 
things of this life. And be sure of this, that 
as far as thou goest in deep waters, and heaven* 
ly flights, so far wilt thou understand the 
lamentations and triumphs of Zion, and no fur- 
ther; all besides is mere speculation. I have 
blessed my God with millions of tears for 
bringing me the way that he did, though it was 
grievous to me. 

No law* work, no legal terrors abstractedly 
considered, will wean us from sin, from the 
world, or from the vanities of it, much less 
drive us to like Christ, or his truth; this is 
done by the various operations of God's most 
blessed Spirit, which attends the convictions 
of God's elect: he quickens us, and makes our 
feelings keen, which smart we feel. AH hun- 
gerings and thirstings, cravings and longings, 
meltings and humblings, all the sweet fits of 
pious grief, self-dislike, self-abasement, look- 
ing to Christ, feeling for him, condoling him, or 
sympathising with him, attended with cutting 
and yet pleasing regret, compunction, and 
contrition, are ftom Christ; and do you ob- 
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«erve this, the Spirit, says Christ, shall testify 

of me. 

Now when the law works alone, the bondage, 
fears, wrath, and terrors of it, these are dry 
parching, and hardening ; they make the soul 
stubborn, sullen, obstinate, perverse, inflexible, 
proud, selfish, and as if we were injured, 
which ends in hatred to God and self*pity. 
The carnal mind cannot be subject to the law, 
nor does the law exclude boasting, nor can it; 
nay, sin by the law forbid, and by the law stir- 
red up and irritated, works in our members to 
bring forth fruit unto death. Hatred to God, 
self-pity, self-seeking, self-applause, self^vindi- 
cation, and selfrjustification, are, all the fruits 
and effects of the law, as may be seen in the 
elder brother of the prodigal, the servant with 
one talfsnt, the Jewish pharisees^ and all the 
professing goats at the great day, who have 
done manv wonderful works for Christ. 

Now on the other hand, every evangelical 
sensation, influence, or operation of the Holy 
Spirit, which succeeds the cold north wind of 
the law, and is called the south wind, this 
always humbles, softens, meekens, and melts 
the soul ; a^d under these, not the wrath of 
Qod in the law is uppermost, but Christ in the 
gospel, he is predominant in the mind, thoughts, 
and ajfFections; the Spirit testifying of him 
while these things are felt Indeed all these 
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budding fcopct , pleasing gricfe, and pious 
moans, are the effects of grace, by the Spiritj 
from Christ's fulness ; and self-abasement, and 
love to Christ arc the unalterable fruits thereof. 
Tell — r- to persist, who is to harm us, if we 
follow what is good ? 

w. a S. $. 



LETTER XVII, 

According to account there is evil coub< 
sel taken against **r— *» as weti as against me. 
It is a grief to the cbildran of this world, and 
to their Aither the god of it, that we are per- 
mitt^ to crawl upon the earth ; but so it is, 
that Itnmaniiel, God in our nature by incarna- 
tiob, id God with us, and ho as such ia heir of 
all things, even ^om the throne of glory to 
tike smallest shrimp in the sea, Psa. xxiv. 10; 
vfii. i ; plead this abd stand still, watch and 
wait In all my cakmitifes I give myself unto 
prayer, I attend to this very thing, and hitherto 
both men and devils have fell before it. 

The warlike preparations of Assyria, the 
counsd of Ahithophel, the plot of Haman, and 
the expectation of the Jews against Peter, were 
all marred by humble and simple prayer; and 
is there any thing too hard for the Lord? I 
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\novr there is no; want of power in him, biif 
there is want of faith in us, yet I find that faith 
and prayer mutually help each other ; the 
mouth is faith's spokesman and interpreter, and 
faith is the mouth's general receiver. Weak 
iaitb, a narrow heart, and a meally mouth, 
always go together^ Faith in exercise enlarges 
the heart, and then, " Open thy mouth wide, 
and I will fill it", Psa. Ixxxi. 10. However, 
abide we still by the door of hope, and by the 
gate of life: for, ** Blessed is the man that 
heareth me, waiting daily at my gates :^' for in 
the exercises of faith, hope, and love, we go 
in and find pasture; but unbelief, doubts, and a 
cold, chilled heart, keep us out But whethet 
cold or hot, let us pay out court visits, attend 
all levee days, and not have our seats empty at 
the feasts. 

My present calamity has caused a shaking 
among the dry bones^ and their care for me 
seems, as Paul says, to flourish again ; and I 
believe that many are in hard labour for me^ 
and which will terminate in a closer^ firm, and 
more solid union; and if God should restore 
comforts to Ephraim, no doubt but he will re- 
store the same to his mourners. If one mem-* 
her suffer, all suffer; if one be honoured, all re- 
joice. God has made me a savour of death tmto 
death, as well as of life unto life. One of m^ 

D 



\ 
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brtinches of labour 2» to try them which sny 
they are apostles, and this may be called the 
hardest and heaviest part of the work; fot^iil 
the hypocrites in Zion are roused, when their 
leaders are discovered. I seem to think, that I 
reap some benefit from poor soals' prayers, for 
the load siti^ i%hter than it did. 

W. H. S. S. 



LETTER XVIIL 

TO ftilSS E. B. 

I WA« v«y sorry to b^ar of my dear 
#teQd.'s indi^fiOAitieni bapie by this time ahe is 
better. Every thing that weans us from this 
WHirldy and< that damps our affectipna to it^ does, 
rundtr. the influence of divine grace, brbg 
distant: things Bear, and endears them to us, 
familiar 100$.; them to th^ mind, and makes 
them af^ear the more precious to us, when we 
aee the. substadoe aijtd durability of the things 
b^ped' for, and how fluctuating, fading, and 
traasient at« aU .things which are beneath the 
•auri* Biit alL .above ia fcilness^ it never cloys, 
itnei^er di^ppoints, it never ^oduces leanness, 
itifinv^v oxer^th; anditii^alw^J^ new, always 
desirable, and always twelcome. How does his 
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•ouKsatisfying visits. melt the htaiir down, and 
fetch all oar uaworthiness .up ; how little are 
we, and himself how great. -Evcty accuser 
vanishes at his presence, and every daring cor- 
ruption hides its head; all that is amiss is 
blotted out at his love- visits, and not one chalk 
upon the slate at his departure^ his visitations 
preserve our spirits. 

O, how wonderful is the change, nothing 
once before our eyes but death and judgment^^ 
hell and endless misery, and already cooped up 
in the dark regions of the shadow of deaths like 
state prisoners, with the snares of death on the 
mind, the pains of hell in the conscience^ 
wrath working in the heart, and worse to come 
expectedi But jubilee is come, the blood of 
the covenant is applied, the gates of brass and 
the bars of iron are cut and broken, the doors 
of the shadow of death are closed. Job xxxviii» 
17 ; and terrible meditations are fled ; the free 
woman has kicked Hagar out of doors, and love 
has cast her boiid-child, slavish fear^ and all the 
torment that suckled it^ out with hen He has 
set before us an open door, and none can shut 
iti our thoughts have already been admitted 
there, though once We dared not so much 
as lift up our eyes to heaven, but our face is 
now purged of shame, and the conscience of* 
8in4 and we can look to the hills from whence 
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our help cometh : " Thou, O Lord, art a shield 
for me; my glory, and the lifter up of my 
head," Psa. iii. 3. 

Take comfort in this, my dearly beloved, 
truth has told us, that where the heart is, there 
will thy treasure be also. No pharisee, no 
bond-child, no impostor, no foohsh virgin, no 
hypocrite, no gifted minister, ever could get his 
heart to God, or to heaven, the residence of 
God; all their hearts are far from him; no 
thought for God till brought into captivity^ 
no ascending to God but by faith, hope, and 
love; these are the things which accompany 
solvation, and none but the elect are ever fa- 
voured with them. I shall hope for a line to 
Inow how you, ajid all your patients are. 
God bless my dear friend and keep her, is the 
prayer of, 

Her affectionate Friend and Brother, . 

W. H. S. SL 
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LETTER XIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



Dear Friend, 

I WAS sorry to hear of your. friemrs dis- 
aster, but man is boin to trouble, and such 
shall ever attend hioi in this world, for there 
is little else. I have been this week confined 
with a cold, bad throat, and an asthmatic 
cough ; but God does not leave me without 
a persuasion of a part and lot in the better 
country. This world is but a temporary stage, 
it was set up, and it shall be taken down; 
upon this stage sin and devils act their part, 
and all their works are confined to this world ; 
but God counteracts both in the souls of his 
saints. 

By the word preached he is pleased to com- 
municate his Spirit, and by his Spirit taking 
possession of the soul, he produces an incor- 
ruptible seed, which liveth and abideth for 
ever ; this is the beginning of sin's destruction 
in us ; and it is a truth that, " Whatsoever is 
born of God overcometh the world/' And 
every. grace, every incorruptible seed, is born 



of God ; such as fear and hope, light and life, 
meekness and humility, peace, love, and joy ; 
and I am fully persuaded that my friend has 
felt at times, and enjoyed all these : and these 
can never be lost, but must and shall be found 
to praise, and honour, and glory at the appear- 
ing of Jesus Christ. 

It is true they are at times borne down, 
obscured, and hid from our sight, under the 
workings of inbred corruption, and may lay 
dormant for awhile, but even then they may 
be felt at the bottom i for although they do 
not go forth in lively exercise to meet the 
bridegroom, he being hid, yet they stay at 
Jiome to prop up the heart, to support it, and 
to counteract despair, so that the heart is fixed 
though there be no influx of comfort. We 
stand fast if we. cannot walk oh, and if these 
things be obscured a thousand times, yet every 
visit paid, or revival madC; or refreshing sent, 
"brings them all forth to the light again, no- 
thing is lost or missing, without doubt we 
recover all, and that with additional strength 
and clearness. 

Besides, light abides/ for in this we see the 
works both of sin and satan, though we see not 
the king's face- Life makes us feel evil, if we 
do not feel the Lord's presence. Our know- 
ledge is great, and our apprehensions quick, 
^d our observations wonderful; for we know 
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he is gone, but we must be ignorant of this if 
we never knew his presence. Moreover, if he 
stands aloof we know it, if not far off, if be- 
hind the wall, and looking through the lattice, 
we are up to it, the soul moves, hi concert with 
him ; if he comes near, the heart enlarges, if 
he draws back, it contracts ; if he wants in- 
viting he has it, and if he cpmes in, none so 
welcome. And the different graces exercise 
themselves upon him in various ways, if sharply 
tried faith works principally alone ; if he pities 
us, meekness works; if his presence makes 
our corruption appear, contrition and self-abase- 
ment move ; if we feel him approaching, hope^ 
goes forth to meet him ; iif he shines in with 
love, then joy abounds. Upon these things I 

• - * • 

keep my eyes, and watch them narrowly, and 
thou art no stranger to these things. And how 
do we get at them ? By our learning. And 
who teaches us ? The Holy l^pirit. My kind 
love to Mary^ 

Ever your's, 

. . W» H. -M» iS^. 
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LETTER XX: 

I WILL now set my friend a task of amaze- 
ment, which will be a useful employ for him 
these long winter evenings; it is a thought 
which some years ago came to me, and that is, 
to attend to the different speakers, and the 
different voices that are heard to speak by the 
mouth of a poor sinner, in the furnace of afflic- 
tion^ I would recommend Job and David from 
the day of his going to the house of Saul, and 
you will find four distinct speakers r 1 . unbe- 
lief;* 2. carnal reason; S. desperation; and 
single handed against all these is, 4. poor faith. 
^d as you read, if unbelief speaks, draw a line 
with a pen under all she says, and on the mar* 
gin put a U, which is the initial of unbelief. 
For desperate words put D, and so for all the 
other speakers, to distinguish them; and as 
you read on, observe that they all speak the 
language of assurance. And when you come 
to the end, see if one jot or one tittle of all 
the speeches of faith fall to the ground; and 
observe also, if God owns or establishes any 
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one word but what is spoken by faith : ^ There 
are many devices in a man's heart, neverthe- 
less the counsel of the Lord that shall stand/' 
Prov. xix, 21. "I will arise and go to my 
f{^ther," says the prodigal ; those two words^ 
my father, are honoured and established, but 
all the rest about " make me as one of thy 
hired servants, and I perish with hunger," &c.. 
fall to nothing. 

I must observe one thing more, which 
is this, you must not wonder if some dif- 
ferent kiAd of changes should pass over your 
miud^ &yic\\ as darkness and deadness that may 
be felt; .sometimes sucb insensibility as is be-* 
iieath the sluggish instinct of a^ ass, at other 
times transient rays, and momentary stirrings ; 
sometimes self-pity, and cruel hard thoughts 
of heaven, at: other times a little submission, 
concluding he would be but just should the 
worst come. This last belongs to the holy 
tribe of graces, and the more this rises and 
reigns the more the others will struggle, wax 
weak, and sink, notwithstanding the energetic 
stiuggles under the assistance of satan ; God 
will appear just, even when he justifies the 
ungodly; our unrighteousness shall commend 
the righteousness of God, even supposing he 
should take vengeance. Wonder not at the 
transient changes, but observe what I say ; ih 



all Grod's dealings with Uff, God's honour is 
intended as well as our good, these are imepa^ 
rably connected or interwoven together; for 
the least respite, mitigation, or unexpected 
and undeserved alleviation - or lifting up> he 
expects praise, blessing, thanksgivings, hum- 
fele acSihowljBdi^ementSj and at this work 
you may spend and exhaust tlie transient 
frame. 

* The church is called a fountain, because 
(She plays all the streams back fi^m whence 
they caitae; there is a continual etnimation 
between Odd and poor awakened mortals. 
So m trouble, " Cajii upon me-" " Is any 
afflicted, let him prayj^ ti^gtect tliresc, and 
you ditnj> the work. / ' 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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LETTER XXL 



TO MISS B. 



To my Dear Fnend, greetiogi 

With words of peace and truth. I hope 
ttiy dear friend in Grod is «till alive by the fa* 
vouT of God, by the ^ith of Christ, by the 
Spirit of the Lord, by the promise of God, 
by the hope of the gospel, by the love of 
the brethren, by the appetite of the righte- 
ous, and by the sictivity of the mind ; " Be- 
cause I live, you shall live also,*' says the 
resurrection and the life. I long to see my 
poor little ones, but there is a forty miles gulf 
between me and you, yet I am often present 
in spirit; the old orchard still exists in my 
head, though I should never more exist in the 
orchard. 

The past, the present, and to come, are all 
present in the Spirit ; God's word is incorrup- 
tible seed» the Spirit makes it so, and it lives 
and abides for ever ; it never dies in the fur- 
rows, nor rots under the clods, but springs up, 
and bears fruit, and mightily grows, prevails, 
and increases. The sweet promises of com- 
fort, are our breasts ; the comforts of the scrip- 
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ture, the sweet food of babes ; the decrees of 
God our strong meat, for those of full age; 
and the knowledge of these our green pastures, 
which feed us with knowledge and under- 
standing, and in keeping of these in mind and 
memory, and in faith and affection, there is 
great reward. ^ 

All this treasure came forth from God the 
Father to. Christ, in whom all is yea and amen ; 
it comes iVom Christ to us, by the Spirit ; and 
we must keep this good thing committed to us, 
by the Holy Ghost which dwelleth in us. 
Truth is to make us free, truth is to be our 
shield and buckler, and what is more, it is to 
procure our entrance into the kingdom ; ^^ Open 
ye the gates, that the righteous nation which 
keepeth the truth may enter in/' Isa xxvi. 3. 
** Bind them continually upon thine heart, and 
tie them about thy neck. When thou goest it 
shall lead thee; when thou sleepest, it shall 
keep thee ; and when thou awakest, it shall 
talk with thee," Pro v. vi. 21, «2. God bless 
thee, is the daily prayer of, 

Your's in him, 

W. H. S. S. 
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LETTER XXIL 



TO THE SAME. 



Deaiiy Beloved m the Lord. 

I \rAS sorry to hear by a few lines from 
Betsy, that you have been so ill, it shews my 
dear friend bow diligent we ought to be when 
the good Spirit of our God begins his awaken- 
ing, alarming, convincing, and convicting work, 
to work out our salvatibn, while God by his 
Spirit is working in us to will and to do. Your 
convictions were sadly neglected, and the good 
work suffered to fall greatly to decay at the 
time of building the house ; it tried me not a 
little, but my former dream encouraged me. 

I know what the pains of hell and the 
snares of de^th are, and when under them I 
never rested till I was delivered ; and blessed 
be God I now know what the joys of heaven 
mean, nor shall I ever be satisfied till I am in 
the full fruition of them. But let my soul be 
thankful to my God, my poor daughter Mary 
is raised to hope, God has begotten her to a 
lively hope ; " We are saved by hope.'* Hope 



therefore secures salvation, though she may 
not .as yet be favoured with the joys of God'» 
salvation ; for that which is seen is not hope. 
Hope is an anchor, it has a mighty hold upon 
God, and this hold is attended with a claim 
upon him, and this claim has many pleas, or 
many things to plead with God; and God will 
own the suit of hope, and honor the hoping 
soul ; for, *' Blessed is the man tbstt tru&teth 
in the L(nrd> and whose hope the Lord is.^ 

This, Mary, is your state and case, and the 
blessing is eternal life ; but had my dear friend 
been a little more diligent to keep her convic^ 
tions alive^ and to have complied more with 
them, attended more to thern^ and have f^d 
them more by reading, cpnfessing^ meditating^ 
watching and praying, she would at this time 
have been adorned with a few more jewels ; 
6he would have had more land^^marks, more 
high heaps, more evidences to produce, more 
tokens for good, more arguments against 
satan, and more proofs to satisfy a doubtful 
mind. I know this is rubbing salt in the 
wound, and adding aMiction to your bonds j 
but I will tell you of it, and I kirbw thar my 
old friend conscience, who is a good minister 
of Jesus Christ, has been labouring at the same 
teKt for many days ; deny it if you can. 

Nevertheless, I am fully persuaded thou art 
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brought off the sandy, foundation, thoMC pxf, 

chmsed out of all confidence in the flesh, ther^ 
M no trust there, for the plague of leprosy if 
brok^ out in the camp ; the wretched web of 
9elf-righteousnc8s is singled, yea' the fiery law 
and the wrath of God.tevealed in it, has burnjt 
these all up, so that that these refuges of licig 
have all flailed ; and 9tU false notions c^ God^ 
£ilse confidences, ajad fsdse hopes are also exr 
tinct» they are quenched as tow, and will rise m» 
more; the^e ail perishe<:l at the presence of 
Ood, and what little is now to be found is the 
better crop, , the better glory, and cgxne down 
fimn the Father of lights, with whom is n^ 
viiriaJi>lenes$ nor shadow of turning* 

And sure the divine husbandman will owa 
his own husbafndry^ his own fallow ground^ 
which himself has ploughed up ; for what little 
light, knowledge, confidence, hope, expect- 
ation, sorrow, abasement, desires, meekness, hu- 
mility, contrition, life, changes, gratitude, thank* 
fulness and submission is found in me, these 
are seeds of his own sowing, a crop of his owUx 
produce; and O that he would bless the spring- 
ing thereof, and crown his own work with his 
own goodness. Seeing that all these are plants 
of his own right hand planting, will not my 
beloved come into his own garden, and eat his 
pleasant fruits? Yes, my dear, he most cer- 
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tainly vnlly ^ and that in such a manner, as the 
eyes never saw, nor heart conceived. Hear what 
he says to you, "The Lord shall comfort Zion, 
he will comfort all her waste places, he will 
make her wilderness like Eden, and her desart 
like the garden of the Lord ; joy and gladness^ 
shall he found therein, thanksgiving and the 
voice of melody," Isa. li. Sti - Nor shall all the 
infidelity of Mary's heart, no, nor even the 
devil himself, prove me a liar in this, or make 
my speech nothing worth. Notwithstanding 
all that I have here promised, she shall have 
some bitter searchings of heart for her former 
cold neglect ; bitter sighs she will have, and 
great, undeserved, and unexpected sensations 
of divine love* Prove me a liar if you can. 

Ever your's in him, 

W. H. S, S. 



63 



r • • • / . . • ^ f 



LETTER XXIII. 

I WAS sorry to bear by your brother that 
wsls dead ; but there is an appointed 



time for every purpose, and au appointed time 
for man, ** A time to be bom, and a time to 
die;" these bounds are fixed, and cannot be 
passed, and we must accomplish as an hireling 
our day. But Christ is our life, the gift of it, 
the preordination of God to ity the promise of 
it, the spirit of it is in Christ Jesus, our life is 
hid with Christ in God. 

In this we must make up our happiness, fbr 
shortof this, all is transient, all is fluctuating, un- 
certain, vain, and vexatious; but this is the better 
and the more enduring substance. " The ran- 
som of a man's life are his riches," Prov. xiii. 8. 
This my dear friend is the one thing needful, 
and this is the secret blessing of God, which 
he breathed into Adam's nostrils, and that 
Spirit breathed, formed the soul, and by this 
breathing, man became a living soul ; but when 
he sinned, the soul still remained, but life was 
gone, and death came. But" the same breath 
through Christ is breathed afresh, and this 
life is secured for evermore, and blessed is that 
soul that is quickened to feel its need of'^thijs 

E 
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bread. God gives ijt, Christ came that we 
might have it, and the animated soul cannot 
exist, support, Or live without it. 

As Cbrist i$ this livi'iigljread,! every appear- 
ance of him is food to this divine life ; we live 
by the faith of him. If he answers ourpijiyers, 
if he blesses u& in providence, if he baiflesLaod 
blasts the ipeasures of our .avowed einemies; 
if he blesses the means, if he applies s^ ^uitabl^ 
and seasonable promise^ if he lifts up the light 
of his countenance, if he encourages hope, if 
he enlivens or increases faith, if he $e^tns to 
own and honor his former work, if h^ ba^es 
satan and silences his accusations ; if li^e gives but 
a calm of peace, a spark of life, 0, co§il of love, 
or a ray of light, or the. smallest flame of joy, 
O these are sweet scraps, choice crumbs, rich 
cordials, dainty dishes, and sweet repasts. 

W. H. S. S, 
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TiK'lTER XXrV. 
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TO MRS. M. nojw Wrs. B. 
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Beloved of God, . \ ' . ,• ' 

Your's came to hatd, *an<l &3..yd*i have 
acknowledged me ju part, I hope you waM 
acknowledge me to thie end,; and my doictrine ; 
those whom God makes .^m^nifest^ in each 
other's hearts aud conscience,, are feUow-heirs 
of the grace pf life ; ^and those who. meet to- 
getlier in the unity of faith in their covenant 
head, will .meet together iin the image j of; 
Christ, and in God the fountain of life, alid; 
Father of glory, in the realms of bliss. 

The wretched rags, the :fig-leaf dress, the 
tisekss web, is:a sad l?af, a,grea,t iip^pedin^ent, 
and a deeply-rooted deception, which is a* 
a middle wall of parjtition between ith^,divine 
wooer, and the wooqd. God will dijaiif. and 
present his highly-favoured Hephzib^h to the 
^econd Adam, Jp Viae wedding-garrjicji^t of his. 
own imputing ; she must b? brought ,unto the. 
King in,a raiment of jneedle-work, ready wrought 
oat to h,er hand, .in tlie preparing, which ;she 
lent no ai^,j}^nd,with which. nothing, must hi^ 
mixed. ' A^am and £ve when faUen^muf t both 
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be stripped and clothed by the Lord, before 
any union could take place between him who 
inhabits eternity, and them in their low estate. 

Thy match is made, and thy day of espousals 
IS come, the Lord Jesus is thine, and thou art 
his ; to have and to hold, for better for worse, 
for richer for poorer, in sickness and health, in 
life and death, for time and eternity. None 
but God and the wedded soul knows, or can 
know, what fellowship with the Father and 
the Son, and the blessed efTects of it mean ; 
eye hath not seen> nor ear heard,- nor the heart 
of man conceived ; but God hath revealed 
them to us by his Spirit, 1 Cor. ii; 9, 10. 

Thou wilt find thy present match with the 
Son of David to be attended with the same 
train of changes, as do in general wait on new-' 
married folks ; there will be many love-tokens, 
and as many withdrawments ; some warm em-- 
braces, and some cold refrainings; free con-^ 
verse, and silent reserve ; provocation to jea- 
lousy on both side&, and renewing of love; 
4oubti\il suspicions, and mutual satisfaction. 
Unparalleled indulgences, with soul-cutting 
slights and neglects; many heavenly smiles, 
and many gloomy frowns ; the sweetest union, 
and the greatest distance ; the kindest respect, 
and the greatest shyness ; frequent visits, and 
lamented absence ; banquets of wine, and wa^ 
tert of Marah. The best of house-keeping, 
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;»;iid th^ worst fif DjtMing ; the highest joy, and 
the deepest sorrow; the sweetest haraicmy^ and 
thd 3troiigest conteiitions : this is for better, 
for ^orae. 

' Chastity wili hie i^tfted to the hottoni, ^^d 
every, disaffected thought^ wandering desire,, 
9iul .tteacherous ^ffeotion, will, he sought foi^ 
and brought to light. " His name is jealpus^' 
£xod., qcx:%iv. 14; and thou wilt often provoke 
him tOiffalfil his naine* ' Whatever thy present 
crosbmiiy be, thou, oi ay est fi^dit in the law of 
retaliation; God hangs the balance of the sanct 
tuary in .'the 'judgment of all his children, am d 
there Is ivrittenon th^bea^) ^' Hast thq^ npe 
lirocuted ajl th^e.things/* It isbut tp.feflec^i 
and !to. come to imp'artiiil ,e!?^amin?'tiQn,; ana the 
<iaufse ii soott; discovered} con^qifinqe will, tell 
the^ in thy OMJfn mothel* tongtiC) [that jt is but 
nieasurifag back to thee tyhat thou hast' for^ 
merly dealt to others, thierefore there is no 
room for complaint^, for God gives no stroke 
till the, Foors.b^ck Cftlls for iV. Nevertheless 
he will make thee run to and fro the yard, and 
look up to heaven again and again yet, for he 
is as merciful as he is severe, and as good as 
he is terrible. 

As to creature-comfort, it is nothing but a 
dead fly in the good physician's ointment, drops 
of gall in the pot of honey. Thou wilt find 
it as I have done, the less vanity the more div- 
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itaity ; tHey ^vho'have got the living' fotiritain^ 
will not 'p?he after the brokten cistetit. %e 
bredd of life ''#ill suffiid6, Withdut^'^pettding 
money for that which is not bread, er>4ab(mr 
for tliat'V^ich- Satisfieth not!.' Thie glory 
of the! Lord 's6 filled the tahlerhacle and i the 
temple, as td' leive no room for one Levite 
to minister ;«irid when his power and presence 
fill the ' sfjrincFs hfeart, • there - iis no Mom for a 
setbiidj who at best is bat a; rival.' ."DHhe Lord 
cklh foif thi'^whole hearr,? -tlid love with. aU the 
heart.' '-^'i" '-^^ '• • "• '- -■' ■■'' '-'^'^ • ' • 

'' €lekve clbse to* thdt ftiend who loveth at 
ail titrierf, Ufid life thou always ravished with his 

Ibve.'^then ' WiltUhou be a*t hoihe,: and. wiljt 

* • f * • • 

*d\y^aW' hSve '^ndiiglv, for^he isr oondwelling- 
pla^c^j'ilnd oiiftfkc^cklittg great neward. ; Un- 
kiiWii^iFnelid,tfW6wfellv ThoLord give thee 
thtf blesfiiiig^ of Sarah,' the wisdonv of Hannah, 
Slid the''aflec»ibil^^f 'Mary>;' while 1 remain,-. 
' ' .1: ^Thy WifHng>8e»vIt(ir,.. ^j .' : .. 
' -^ ' ^ ^^' in' the housdiold ©f/feidi, 

i * * 
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- , LETTER XXV. 

: /•■: ., . ■ • ■ ■• ■ ■ ■ • 

TO THE SAME. 

: > ' ■ ' . . . ' 

' ' . • ' ' J.. ,«. ^ 

To the Daughter of my vows, Gjeeting, with* perfect peace, 

and at ^ucn a Tiiae. ' ' 

' ,*' ■ . 

/'Hail highly-favoured*' s^ith thcS dngel 
to her that believed,' ".the Lord Is w'ith thee J 
blessed art thoii among w6*irieh/ Surely he 
hath put ^own ,the mighty fVoin** their seatii 
and exaVted thebi of lq\V desrree.^' ' Blessed is 
he .thafremembereth the: popr, aiid blessed foi* 
ever be He, ^hat fopTc notice of thee, tb jmt 
thee artidiis: the nsh of iriy' lie^t, tJfiat thoU\ 
inigntest be, a gem lii my cijowh/ yea my CTOwn, 
my joy, and fbe cpwn^pf my rejoiciti^ iii that 
day, Vi|ph,the seeci^sqieri s^all ret Urfi with Jdy, 
and/brinff tneif sheaves wiih thetn. 

.D,oes my daughter maintain her hold of thei 
skirt of him. that, is a Jew? And ddes he spread 
hi^ sktrt over her,. ai;id appear Co be in cdveAant* 
with/ her ? , Cleave ..close ' to hiiti rhy datig^t^V,^ 
for he is a near Kiijisman of durs, one*'of oiii* 
next kinsmen ;' gd.iipt'from the floor of hig 
barn' ridr let them catch thee' in any oth^r 
field* Qlean fast by his maiden's, and 'the 
reapers will drop sortie handfuls for thee 'to 
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glean, and thou shalt gather them even among 
the sheaves. 

O the matchless dignity, the infinite honour, 
the divine feli^ity^, the celestial, triumphs, of a 
soul thus crowned with loving kindness, and 
satisfied with the goodness of the Lord ; bles- 
sed with heart-felt union with the King of 
kings, and solaced in the bosom of immortal 
lov^ :. all which are the foretastes, the earnests, 
aild pledgeis of endless .life, and eternal day. 
. Die, O my soul, to the vanities of a sin-dis- 
ordered wqrld: let it be crucified to thee, and 
thou to it; r^lie daily, that thou mayest live 
for ever. Shun the paths of the destroyer, the 
w;ay ,of $inner3, ^tbe cbunsejl of the jurigodly, 
and the seat, pf the scomfuL and delight thy- 
self in i^hy God;* then shall thy peace be like 
a riverj ajptd, thy righteousness as the waves of 
the sea ; thg candle of God shall shine upon 
thy head, and the dew of heaven shall lay all 
nirht upon thy branch ; , the visitations of God 
ahall preserve. thy spirit, and his glory. shall be 
fres^ jn .fhee;t thou shalt shine forth as the 
morning, thy judgment shall be as a robe and a 
diadem. But is it so? Will the Most High 
that inhabits eternity,' dwell in a broken heart? 
What He, who only hath immortality, dwell 
with mortal man?. Yea, his delights are with 
the sons of men. In Zion will he dwell, he 
Imth desired it for his habitation; this is his 
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rest for ever, God hath spoken it in his holi^ 
ness, I will rejoice. 

A few more crosses and disappointments, a 
few more deep sighs, heavy groaos, and soul- 
distressing desertions ; a few more stripes, re- 
proaches, and purifying flames in the furnace 
of affliction, and all 'shall be light ; the vail 
shall rend from the top to the bottom, the 
vision shall *spcak, imperfections shall vanish, 
mortality shall drop her shroud, and paradise 
with all her ravisWng ' scenes shall be ex- 
hibited. 

Having lately obtained 'a live coal from thie 
dtar, 4nd musing over it, the fire kindled, and 
then I s^ke with my totigue, till my tongue • 
became the peh of a ready writer. T hope the' 
heavenly rays will iiilend the scraps, that my 
daughter may compass herself about with' 
sparks. Betty, farewell, peace and truth be 
with thee. Greet tny 'brother in my hameV 
a certain saint saluteth thee, while I remain, 
thy willing servant, and ready friend in the 
best of bonds, and for the sake of the greatest 
of Names, 

A SINNER SAVED. 
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LETTER XXVL 

to THE SAMk. 

• • i ; . 

Is it well with thee? Is it well with thy 
brother? Is ft well with the qhild? Is thy. 
supposed righteousness discovered ? . Does the 
fig-leaf dress begin to wither? Does the sup- 
posed web appear to be nothing but net-work ? 

. • # » 

Is that covering too narrow to hide all the 
guilt ^nd shame that the. glorious . Ugjit of the. 
gospel makes manifest? Is that bed };oor snort, 
for thy wearied soul to sjtretch itself on, or 
find rest in? Does the perfect. commandment 
appear exceeding broad, dead works, eye Service, 
and partial obedience too scanty to reach the 
infinite dimensions? Is Cn.vist in his ,'i^ctivcl 
obedience the end of the mpral, . and CVrist as 
a sacrifice th.e wd of the ceremonial Maw for 
righteousness, the only obj^ect looked to and 
depended on for justification before God, and 
acceptance with him ? . 

jfs this first and best robe, this garment of 
needle-work, this fine linen, this divine skirt^ 
this wedding garment seen, admired, approved, 
revealed, applied, received, put on, and walked 
in? If so, the king's daughter is all glorious with- 



in, and.her ^rihent is of wrought gold * with joy 
and rejoicing shall she be brought, and shall en* 
ttrl into the King's palace. Ves, the above work 
is in part already .done, it is meet for me to think 
this of my daughter; for if. the Lord draws 
B,«ar toiaaelf-lost, sjelf-despairing,. self-condemn- 
ed sinner, hij^irieward is with him, the spirit of 
faith prepares the way, .o|>ens thfe hearty and the 
door of faifh; and the King of glory with all 
the benefits of his cross,' enters in ; when every 
thought is entertained, and every faculty. of 
t^e soul hails the King of the Jews. 
; O Betty, when I . consider the unfeigned 
faitU fch^t.is in :thee, that dwelt first in thy great 
graMoa^jther Eye, iU- thy mother. Sarah, and. I 
am.persnaded ;in. thee alsQ; O that I yet may, 
fchrpugh the good hand of God upon me, creep 
iht^Q a:fcW.more houses, and lead captive these 
silly, woijnen, qj^itil every thought of their hearts 
tte brought into captivity to the ohedienpe of 
Christ .. Thp heifer that is taught, shall sub- 
n)it .tojthp Saviour'?, ypkj? ; , the wild ass that ij 
useditoi thie; wilderness, that snuffeth up the 
wj^d 'at h^r ' pleaswje, shall be found in her 
jnouth, It^m, iu- ?4; the young asses that ear 
the ground, shall eat clean provender; the ox 
^haiU kaONV his master's crib, and the good shep- 
jberd 3h^U lead; them< that ar^ with young. 
Faithful is he that hath promised, who also 
will do it* God hath spoken it in his holiness, 
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rejoice O my soixl ; thy naine shall be legioit^ 
for we shall be many, '' A small one shall be* 
come a thousand :'* God will perform it in \m 
time. ^Plough with thy master^s heifer, and 
thou shalt makie known his riddle* 

The union of saints, Betty, stands in thd con^ 
jidence of every believer meeting* together in 
Christ crucified, in order to fccidive r^hteoiis-^ 
ness, life, pardon^ and peace in him^'tfaig is 
meeting together in the unity of the faith* 
God shining with approbation in the heart of 
every saint, and giving them to see the glory 
of God in the face of Jesus, makes them all 
light in the Lord» The secret of God^s p)-edes« 
tination, and the death of Christ for the elect 
only, being seen, approved, credited, and* em* 
braced, under the renewing opera^oh^ and 
divine application of the spirit of all grace,* is 
being of one mind and otic judgment m the 
Lord. A most cordial affection to theSavioui' 
above every other object, under the 'influ^ 
ence of the spirit of love and power, is'belng 
joined to the Lord, and otie spirit with him. 

To have the mystery of ini;quity in lone's 
own heart laid open by the Spirit, tittakes ti» at 
once acquainted with tile lost estate of all that 
Jesus came to seek and save; ** As in water 
face answers to face, so doth the heart of mail 
to man.'* To feel the blessed effects of the 
pardoning voice of the blood of sprinkling, is 
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meeting ^itfa all sainte at the fountain God has 
Qpened for the household of David, and the 
inhabitants of Jerusalem. The union of saints 
consists of drinking into one spirit/ Hblding 
the unity of th^ sakne in the bond of peace, and 
in maintaining a mutual hold of the covenant 
head, from which all the body mystical, by the. 
joints and bands of Ipve and peace, being knit 
together in Christ, and having nourishment 
ministered from his fulness, increases in num* 
her and in knowledge, by the blessed increase 
of God* 

The communion of saints consists of being 
enabled under God^ to communicate know^ 
ledge, comfort, strength, refreshing, encourage- 
ment, support, reviving dew, and holy unction^ 
seasonable words and the salt of grace, to cheer 
drooping hearts, and revive languid spirits ; it 
is comforting with apples, and' staying with 
fiaggons jealous souls, who are sick of love ; it 
is to feel for them^ condole them, succour them, 
suckle them, and swaddle them. It is to solve 
their hard questions, disentangle their perplexi- 
ties, unriddle their intricacies, take up their 
stumbling-blocks, dissolve their doubts, and 
remove their pr^udices. It is to drop a tear 
in their sorrows, to rejoice in their prosperity, 
to feel their cares, bear a part of their burdens, 
pray for them, and make intercession with God 
in their behalf 
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• It is to be on one's guard in their company, 
to restrain christian liberty in compliance with 
their infant weakness, to check their fleshly 
savour, to brighten their views, enforce a pure 
language and the force of truth. To correct 
their mistakes, to rectify their errors, to pull 
down their aspiring notions, rebuke their follies, 
silence their niurmnrings, curb their pride, and 
provoke them to emulation when they get cold 
and lifeless^ To shun them in their self-^con* 
ceit, to whip them if they get wise above what 
is written, and to be shy of them if their walk 
15 unbecoming the gospel of Christ It is to 
find them out, and take them up ; and to bring 
them to the bar of truth and equity, if they 
prowl beyond their bounds, or break through 
any of the fences of Zion. It is to break their 
bones with soft words, to smite them if un- 
grateful, and to take away their vail from 
them if they go back to Moses, either for justi- 
fication or perfection. 

Such a watchman in Zion is like one of 
John's four beasts, full of eyes within and 
without; and to qualify for such a work, a 
man had need have the wisdoin of Solomon, 
the faith of Abraham, the zeal of Elijah, the 
knowledge of Paul, the meekness of Moses, 
and the patience of Job; for who is sufficient 
for these things ? *^ But our siifficiency is of 
God," 3 Cor. iii. 5 ; and it is well for the ser- 
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vttDte of God that it is' so; for the children of 
the night charge us with heresy, the offspring 
of the flesh exclaim against our bad spirit, and 
those in ttie bonds of iniquity censure as licen* 
tious our liberty, while the children of false- 
hood accuse us of errors. Novices give us 
both correction and counsel, fbols attempt to 
convert us from the error of our v/ays, those 
jtbat are at ease call the power of godliness en* 
thusiasm, the hypocrite in Zion blesses God 
that he is kept ftomf our seduction, while the 
scomer condemns both the preacher and the 
preachment 

?ut, " Having' ohtained help of God, I 

continue unto this day," Acts, xxvi. 22; foi*, 

** Who shall lay any thing to the charge of 

<Jod's elect,'* whom the supreme Judge has 

acquitted? " It is God that justifieth, who is 

he that condemneth ?*' Rom. viii: 33, 34. 

Those that receive the truth, the truth shall 

-make them free, and those that mock shall 

find their bands made strong; the lips of truth 

are a sweet savour unto God, both in them 

that are saved, and in them that perish ; nor 

shall any soul living have either dew or rain, 

but according to the truth of the gospel. My 

daughter is a living witness of this truth, she 

has gone to many a well without water, and 

returned with her pitcher empty ; she has been 

under many a cloud without rain, and returned 



«0 

T 
f 

like the mouhtaing of Gilboai hintlk enouglu 
But the promise is fulfiUed^ God hath he|rd 
the cry of the poor and needy, and those whose 
tongue failed for thirst, have found the foun« 
tain of living water, and the. well of salvation. 

^^ Drink abundantly, O beloved ; drink, and 
forget thy poverty, and remember thy misery 
no more." "Go thy. way, eat thy bnad with 
joy, and drink thy .wine with a merry heart ; 
for God now accepteth thy works,": Eccles. ix- 
7; bejng the works of faith, labours ef Ioyc, 
and patience of; hope, ill ou^ Lord Jesus 
Christ; into whose merciful hands,. and under 
whose kind protection 1 commend thee, on 
whom thou hast believed ; who is able;to keep 
thee from falling, and to preserve thee unto hiis 
heavenly kingdom and glory ; to whom bfe 
praise, honour, and love by the whole church 
throughout all ages, word without end, Amen^ 
The salutation of S. S. with my own hand, which 
IS the token in every epistle, . so I write. The 
grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be; mtlf thee, 
.and thy brother by all n^ai^s; the Lord be 
with you, . : 

A SINNER SAVED. - 
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LETTER XXVll. 

TQ THE SAME. 

It is enough, the daughter of my vows, 
ktd the daughtei* of my fiiith is yet alive ; I 
was afraid lest the enemy baling permitted to 
tempt her, my labour shbuld prove in vain; 
but God hath seen that t am hated, and there* 
fore hath given me thi^ podr child also ; and 
God shall add td me artother daughter, and 
endow me with a good dowry. Surely our 
little Zion shall be as a fruitful Vine against 
the wall of mine house, and my spiritual off- 
spring as olive plants, round about my Lord s 
table, thus shdl the Itian be blessed tbat 
feareth the Lord ; the God of Jacob grant 
that my quiver may be full of them, who shall 
not be afraid when they speak with their ene- 
mies in the gate. 

J thank thee my poor little one, that thy 
tender care hath flourlsfhed for me i I was 
nigh unto death, and expected tio less, but (jod 
had mercy mn me, and not On me only but on 
lily pdof despised charge aiid family, lest any 
of them shot}ld have sorrow upoii sorrow. 
However, I had this comfort, I was going 

about my Father's business, Hatnely, to visit 

F 
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the brethren, and to see how they did, and to 
carry them a little fresh oil. The animal I 
have long known and often rode, but whether 
he took fright fat ackaise that stood before him^ 
or whether the man that held him pinched his 
mouth, I know not, but he reared up and fell 
back; I went to the ground, and he fell across 
me ; and surely never did one escape with 
whole bones, from such an intolerable weight; 
however, the crush will be attended with pain 
sufficient to remind me of the mercy of my 
Cod, so long as I live^ But this is one of the 
all things that work together for good, to 
them that love Cod, and I have blessed and 
thanked him for it since with many tears j we 
are in deaths oft, but they that believe shall 
never die. 

Thou need not . make any excuse for thy 
former dislike of me^ &c. for those that are my 
greatest friends, were once my most inviterate 
enemies; and those who love me most for 
Chrfst^s sake, are in the general those that 
hated me for the same; aor do any make me 
glad, who were never made sorry by me. 
There is no standing before envy, she will never 
suffer reputation to live.; and if, she cannot 
blame th^ conduct of l^ier supposed rival, she 
will search the heart,^ and try the\ reins, and 
reproach the Spirit itself So they dealt with 
my dear Lord and Master,^ they could nq 
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convince him of sin, nor contradict the truths 
but they said, He hath a foul spirit, which 
was the highest affront that could be offered 
to him, and the greatest transgression that 
could be committed by them, Mark, iii. 30. 
And they were provoked to this unpardonable 
iniquity) by having their mental deception laid 
Qpen ; their sheep*s clothing and their mask of 
guile was rent from them, and the hypocrites 
in Zi6n were seized with a panic, and fearful- 
ness surprized them. As their nakedness was 
discovered, so their'malice was kindled, till it 
enflamed the whole frame of nature, and set it 
at last on fire of hell : they ,called the master v 
of* the house ' Beelzebub, and he palmed them 
upon the devil their father, and told them^ 
** Where I am ye cannot come/ 

'Nor was the poor Arminian that you speak 
of the first that founded his resentment ou 
the colour of my wig; better they be disgusted 
at liiy dark ha:ir, than dark deeds; but it i$ 
the doctrines of Christ in my mouth, and not 
the colour of my head, that gives the offence ; 
and I hope never to be esteemed as a tabret 
by those who make Christ a tock of offence: 
I hate, theni that hate him. Bvit my daughter 
is cured of itching, ears, God for ever be praised 
for that, for it is a disorder that most professors 
"are infected with, more or less, and many have 

'" '' F2 •• 



84 

been led by such ears to make shipwreck of 
their profession, others to pierce themselves 
through with many sorrows, others into the 
seat of the scornful, and many into the pesti- 
lence that walketh in darkness, until they have 
met their destruction at noon-day ; for to err 
and perish under the rays of the gospel, is an 
evident token of utter darkness, or of ending 
with hypocrites and unbelievers. 

I have thanked my God for the hope I have 
of thee, and of tby brother, and have intrcated 
him to preserve and keep you, that before I 
have swaddled you the enemy may not be per- 
mitted to carry you away, for if I am bereaved 
of my children, I am bereaved. Gen. xliii. 14* 
What few spoils I have taken out of the hand 
of the Amorites, have been taken with sword 
and bow, and plucked as brands from the fire ; 
such mountains of oppositions, bars of preju- 
dice, and heaps of reproach, hath Satan and his 
emissaries laid in my way. But blessed be 
God, who confirmeth the word of his servants, 
and performeth the counsel of his messengers ; 
who frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and 
maketh diviners mad; who takes pleasure in 
them that fear him, and in them that hope in 
his mercy ; at^d who honours them that honour 
him, and beautifies the meek with salvation. 

I have no objection to your hearing any good 
man of God, or any one that professors call 
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one of a bad spirit;, but O beware of men of 
candour, men universally approved, men of a 
moderate spirit, and of peaceable principles, 
and of a charitable disposition and judgment— 
this is the devil transformed, it is satan in or- 
ders, or lucifer in his ecclesiastical dignity; 
shun him, and all shall be well. I have cau- 
tioned thee, but thy consequence will lead thee 
through all the bounds that I have set. How- 
ever, you have acknowledged me in part, and 
I trust you will, (or your conscience will) ac» 
knowledge me to the end. My dear girl, let 
mc have joy of thee, read, search, mark, learn, 
and inwardly digest for thyself ; try and prove 
thy own work, and then shalt thou have re* 
joicing in thyself alotie, and not in another. 
Aim at union, communion, freedom, and fel- 
lowship with the Son of God ; seek his blessed 
face, his approbation, the light of his counte- 
Bance, and his Spirits testimony, and thou 
shalt find the kingdom of God within thee. 

Could my bed, my curtains, my study, or 
my bible speak for me, they would bear such a 
testimony of the unutterable felicity, foretastes, 
earnests, and celestial triumphs of my soul, that 
would prove to all that fear God that I envied 
not the mansions of Gabriel. But I have done, 
and conclude with tears of gratitude to the 
God of Jacob, who condescends to give so 
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much access ta the worst of sinn^; for ^ 
the Lord liveth, though I am clad with zeal in 
the pulpit, I seldom in private go one 4ay dry- 
eyed to God ; I am *a Boanerges in publipj but 
in private of a sorrowful spirit, not far fear of 
wrath, but under a daily sense of super^boun^- 
ing mercy to the worst of sinners, *^ Fq.vour 
is deceitful, and beauty is vain.:, but a woman 
that feareth the Lord, she shall be praised. 
Give her of the fruit of her hands, and Jet her 
own works praise her in the gates,'' Prov, xxxi, 
30, 31, You must take this in the rough; I 
have no time to cast it in a second mpuld* If 
your brother, whom I once saw, would take a 
copy of it, and some Tuesday-night cojpe home 
^vith me in the coach, and give ,nie the coun- 
terpart, would greatly oblige, 

• ' ' Yftur ready Servitor, 
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LETTER XXVlII. 
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TO THE SAME. 

Make ho apologies to me Betty, put no 
ciiconfihirhs on me, my titles and all my ho- 
nours lay in S. S. my ambition ?ispires noliigher 
than to appear what I know I am, namely, a 
i^inner saved ; this is all my salvation, and all 
my desire. Christ hath received thee my sis- 
ter, and thou art welcome to my barrel, to my 
lamp, and to my cruse, as long as one handful 
of meal, one ray of light, or one drop of the oil 
of joy remains in them. 

I was glad to see thee, and am thankful to 
my (jrod for setting thy face Zion-ward^ and 
fot honouring his unworthy servant to be the 
staiidard bearer,' to which ajl-conquering love 
compelled her io submit. And I intreat thee, 
my sister, to bear the cross with fortitude and 
patience, no cross no crown, no crpss no com- 
fort, no cross no appetite, no cross no fervour 
ill devbtion, no energy in prayer, no attention 
to the shepherd's voice, no' watchfulness on 
the hand of God, no purging^ purifying, re- 
newing, reviving work going on, nky, nor thq 
Soul-supporting presence of Gdd^ ivl^o is a very 
present help in trouble. 
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Thus far I had wrote last week; Monday 
morning. I blessf the Lord for his kind con- 
descension, in sending my poor sister such re-r 
freshings from his presence; th^ie are dewy 
seasons^ set feasts, banquetting times, halcyon 
days, days of the Son of man. But the lamb 
?nust be eat witb bitter herbs, feasts jipd fasts 
are to succeed eaph other; we often go from 
the banquetting house to the tents of Kpdar, 
and from the glorious report and t^stiiflony of 
piir sonship, into the wilderness to be tempted 
of the devil, as did our Lord before us. " Bm; 
all things shall work together for good to them 
that loye God, and are the called according to 
his purpose.'* . ^ 

You tell me in your's that yqu took couragfi, 
and begged of Christ to pray for you; not so 
piy sister, Christ is never represented as pray^ 
ing in heaven. He offered up strong cries and 
prayers as man and mediator upon earth, and 
was heard in that he feared, but in heaven pot 
s^o; hp perfumes with the abuqdanc^ of his 
grace, and the swent savoqrof his sacrifice, the 
prayers of all saints on the golden alt^r : ))ut 4s 
an ever-living intercessor, he is in his various 
office-characters, and under his eternal cons^-r 
cration and appointment aqd ip ^is glorious 
and iinishec) work, an everlasting intercession; 
heaven is not a placp of prayer, nor a house of 
prayer, but of praise. Thou dost not underr 
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stand the wise man, my daughter, when Solo- 
mon says, ^* Let a man rejoice in his own 
works ;** in the lowest sense he doth not mean 
the works of the flesh, which are sin, nor the 
works of the law, which can never justify or 
save ; but he means the labour or works of a 
man s own hands in his lawful calling, as he 
tells you how he himself at first rejoiced in his 
own contrivances and performances. 

But in the highest sense he doubtless meani 
the good work of grace on a man's own heart, 
the works of a man's own faith, the labours of 
his own love, the experience, changes, or work* 
ings of his own mind, which is what Paul 
advises, to; " Let every man prove his own 
work, and then shall he have rejoicing in him- 
self alone, and not in another,*' Gal. vi. 4 ; in 
his own experience, and not in the experience 
of another ; in his own testimony, and not in 
the good opinion that another may entertain 
of the goodness of his state. . Thus to rejoice 
is to^ Vejoice in the good work of grace, begun 
and carried on in a inan's own soul ; tlie ground 
of this joy is the inward witness of the Spirit, 
which is better and jnore sure than the witness 
<)f any good man ; for, "If we receive the 
witness of men, the witness of God is greater,'* 
Botsy, farewell, be of good comfort; grace and 
peace be with thee. Amen, and Amen. 
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letti:r XXIX. 



TO THE SAME. 



^y P^ar SUt«r, 

** All tlmt will live godly in Christ Jesus^ 
«haU suffer persecution," more or less, 2 Tim. 
^ii^ 1.$. '/ilt is given on our behalf not only t6 
believe on. Christ, but also to suffer for his 
«akej' Phil. i. 29. The tares must be dried for 
the 'fine, as well as the wheat ripened for the 
barn. , • Israel, must wander forty yiears in the 
wilderness, -till the iniquity of the'Amorites is 
fulU J The hotter the furnace, the sooner over, 
it; i$ XM>thing but a burning caustic, to draw 
out and discover your bad humour, < and to eat 
off the proud flesh, and then it will be over; 
** The rod of the wicked shall not always rest 
en the lot of the^ righteous, lest the righteous 
J)ut forth his hands to iniquity.*' 
. There is no cause to fear the fury of the 
oppressor ; if God be for us, who can be against 
us? It is one of the promises of the new co- 
yenint, that the righteous shall see their fall. 
When we see the enemy in the scorner's chair; 
when be begins to set his mouth against the 
htavens, and to ridicule the counsel of the 
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Most High, which are evident tokens of per* 
dition ; we know that they are got almost to 
the brim of their measure, and to the end of 
their chain. God stayeth his rough wind, in 
the day of the cast wind; the wrath of man 
shall praise him when it meets with justice, and 
the remainder' of wrath will he restrain* 

All that I can do for my dear Betty is, to 
pray for her, to stay her with flagons, and to 
comfort her with a few apples ; I cannot visit 
her, there is a lion in the way ; and she will 
not visit me, or cannot, being under the com- 
mand of Nabal. However, kindred souls are 
often the closest together, when the farthest 
asundetj beitig under the influence of him that 
filleth all space, and filleth all in " all. It will 
not be maiiy years before we shall havea happy 
and a lasting meetings where we shall. talk it 
all over and talk it out, without having our 
ears bombarded with oaths and curses, or the 
conversation interrupted wi^h a fallen coun- 
tenance. Till then, Betty, we must take it 

" * ' 

according to the tenor of the covenant, for bet- 
ter for worse, till death us do part, and not be 
afraid with any' amazement. My love to 
brother, and a certain saint saluteth thee. 

W.H. S.S. 
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LEriER XXX. 

• ' TO THE SAME. 

4 I •« 

A Nosegay of spring flowers, in ibcknowledgment of tbo 

new-year's, gift. 

'MY Daughter's kind gift is received, 

Attended \\ith hallev^ed fire; 
Kitid Mercy her wants has refieved, 
I hope she'll remember her sire. 

If the pil sl^e has drawh from my cruse 

Has; furnished her t^flgue with this tale, 
fjis plain, its jof excellent use, . i 

. Let her pray that it never may faiL 

^f Betty*s first husband be dead^ 

If Betty's divorced from the law, 
Let her never prove false to her head, 

Nor suffer his love to withdraw. 

« r 

The soul that is Jesu's delight 
Both devils and sinners shall foil. 

Their garments shall always be white. 
And their head be anointed with oiL 

My Daughter abides by the flock, 

Tis Dinah that loveth to roam : 
Abide in the cleft of the rock, 

Good wives should be keepers at home. 
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The soul that*s ordain'd to repent, 
• The bowels of mercy shall move ; 
His foJny shall sorely lament, 
And weep the contritions of love. 

The tokens of mercy benign 

Leave lasting impressions of grace. 

All manifestations divine 

Convey'd by the rays of his face^ 

Poor rebels with wonder adore 
To see their own hardness depart, 

When he puts in his hand by the door, 
And slides back the bolt of the heart. 

The infinite deb tor*s enlarged, 

And ransom'd from death and fromjhell, 
The ten thousand talents' discharged, 

And the prisoner creeps from his cell. 

All glory to sovereign grace, 

All praise to a covenant God, 
Who pities a ruinous race. 

And cancels their debts by his blood. 

All peace be to Betty and me,' 
All peace to her brother and then ; 

'illuch grace to her mother, that she 
May trust in the Saviour of men. 

W. HUNTINGTON, S. S. 
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LETTER XXXI- 

TO THE SAME. 
X)c!ar Betty, 

I AM glad to bear thou art yet alive. My 
dearest Lord and poor I, are still in harmony^ 
still in union, communion, in perfect friend- 
ship, and walking together, insomuch that I 
scarce refrain a day in a month, weeping over 
his undeserved, unexpected, and unimplored 
goodness. No infant was ever nu>re indulged, 
more dandled, more nursed, more safely led, 
and kindly treated, than this poor, much-des^ 
pised, self-loathing Coalheavcr. To this wt)rM 
I die daily, and to all short of the sensible 
embraces of immortal, love. Never did hi» 
providence appear so conspicuous and so re- 
plete, never was bis visits more frequpnt, never 
was my success in conversion so great. I have 
had the accounts of five this week. I bless 
my God in covenant for calling, teaching, jtnd . 
sending mc himself ; I bless him for keeping 
mc singular, for not sufFeving me to enter into 
any connexions or combinations, cords of sins 
and bonds of iniquity; I bless him for not 
suffering me to say a confederacy. My sweets 
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^st moments are tliose spent in secret, and the 
sweetest • company when quite alone. He 
makes my study a Bfethel, and my pulpit the 
field of victory ; my heart his stordiouse, and 
my tongue both a piercing sword and saving 
health. 

Had 1 been ftivoured with a line from -thfec 
sooner, I would have come down, and 'given ah 
exhortation at thy father's house, for l well 
know that all attempts to get me into a con- 
^exion-pu!pit would • prove vain.' Chapels, are 
chiefly built, not for Christ in subst^n^e, but 
for Christ in hanle; tbey collect, found, build, 
jand open in the n^fne of Jesus, and for his 
name but Jesus living in the heart is quite 
sufficient to bar the doors; these hold fast 
his name, and have a name to live, but if 
Christ lived in them, they could not live with- 
out the word of life from living souls. We 
have more deaths than births, and more 
funerals than resurrections, more scenes of the 
dead burying the dead, than savours of life 
unto life : this is a lamentation, and must pass 
for a lamentation; nevertheless the time will 
come when Christ will say, what I will not 
say, namely, that they shall know that there 
bath been a prophet among them. 

O Betty, beware of the snares of the infernal 
fowler, who lays his nets to entangle, and then 

.5 ,-: •- .' 
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gathers up his charges against the entangle^y 
brings guilt into the conscience^ and guilt leto 
in the accuser ; this is the grief of the spirit, 
and this the death of all comfort Nothings 
will suffice but the operations of God, nothing 
humble us but the deep and lasting impressions 
of goodness and severity, and nothing will 
crucify us. to this world bift Christ crucified in 
^us. Tender my kind respects to father and 
mother, asd to all that love my All, though 
they they have not seen my face in the flesb. 
Adieu^ Grace and peace be with thee. 

Ever thxne in Christ Jesus, 

W. HUNTINGTON. 
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